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INTIRODUCTION TO CATALYST.
 

Welcome to the ftrst issue of “CRTALYST「 - the
journal of anarcho~syndicalist thought。

“CRTALYST“is published by the Direct Action
Movement,which is the British section of the
International Association.“Our aim is
to produce a quarterly will pro-
vide an opportunity to publish longer,and more
indepth articles than would be suitable for our
monthly Paper “DIRECT ACTION「.

The edttors will consider material from any
sourcer in-the hope of encouraging debate and
the clarification of issues and positions: Ne
also_hope_that readers ,asS well aS Submitting
articies of their own,wil1 take the opportunity
of commenting on other articles through the
letters pages which we hope wil1 apPPpear ini Sub~
sequent issues。

“CRTALYST“aims to reflect our internationalist
approach to polttics,and we welcome articles
Erom comrades in other countries,but we also
intend to publish pieces of more local concern。
Of course we are alwayS looking for _interesting
Photos,graphics and Ccartoons。

 

【

网

    

      

山

     

  

 

“CRTALYST“seeks to provide a forum for the
discussion of anarcho~syndicalist ideas,wherein
theory can be developed and criticized; but more
importantly we believe,we are looking for arti~-
cles Which attempt to apply theory to practical
Programmes for class struggle action in the
Present。

In such a publication it is always difficult to
achieve the correct balance between historical

Pieces and more topical articles; as well as ach-

ieving a balance between theoretical writings
and articles which are more down-to~earth and _of
more immediate practical relevance。

Of course we must study the history of political ,
economic and class struggle,and the development
therein of ideas; indeed the history Of the anar~-
chist movement has often been badly neglected or

distorted。 But unless conscious efforts are made

to relate what is learned from such studies to
the present situation in order to develop Pract~-

ical programmes for action they may become 1ittle
more than acadeimic exercises。

“CATALYST“,to be Successful,must not mere1y
reflect upon this process but must actually
help to bring about more effective action.

Therefore we believe that contributors should

strive to make their writing down~torearth and

Practical wherever possible,and,Particular1y

in their choice of words and style,Iemenber

that we are Seeking the widest possible audience

for our ideas。 Our ain is not assist in the cre~-

ation of an intellectual elite or a revolutionary

Vanguard,but rather to refine our ideas within

the process of the class strugglev Dy learning

as a result of collective action。
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WHAT

The Iole oft the Bolshevik Pcrrty in the Russicn ReYolution .

The Russian Rewolution of 1917 is an extremely important event in the deyelopment of the
revolutionary movements of the wor1d。Prior to 1917 the works of Dendn , rotky“_and Stalin
were almost completely unknown。 Lenin was an obscure exile from a KeVolutionaxzi1ly “unfash-
tonable“ country*。 After 1917,and the apparent victory of the worktng Cla88 under his 1
leaderhip,his ideas became the source of a new wave of revolutionary thoughht 。 Mi1itants
from around the wor1d were invied to Moscow to be instructed in these 1new tdeas 「 。 They
went home with their pockets full of gold and jewels,and their heads full @f the word of
Lenin to founad copies of the Bolshevik Party 、These parties are the parent8 0f al1most al1
the current Marxist Parties .

  

These parties all share the absolute belief in The Party as Lhe .most advanced 8ection , and
the essential leadership

_

of ,the working class。 It is a belief that anarcho~syndicalists
totally reject。 In order to justify this rejection it is important to eXamine be1ief
as it has been put into practise。 Nhat better way than to examine the Kole ef the Bolsh-
eviks in the Russian Revolution as exposed by the famous “leaders「 themselVe8 。 Vhe fo1low-
ing article adoes just that。

  

“The fundamental contradtction that emerges when
reading Trotky “S “History of the Russian Revol~-
ution“is that,as an honest historian he
shows us just how much the Party 1agged behind
the masses; but,as a Bolshevik theorist,he
must reafftrm that the Party was necessary for
a Successful revolution。 He wzites :

This was as true of the BolshevikKs a8 all oth~-
er left-~wing organisattons 。 In effect :
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Thits passage alone Should be enough to dest~
roy the myth _of the Bolshevik Party as the
revolutionary Vanguard and guide of Ethe work-
tng class 。

   

 
THE _JULY _DAYS :

In short, the Bolsheviks were anything but
1leaders of the masses in February, and Sub~
sequently they 1agged behind both the action
of the masses and also their Fevolutionary
spirit。 Thus in July 1917,when
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HB FBEBRUARY _REVOLUTION

The lagging behind of the party was obvious in
the first Fevolutionary days of February 1917。
The fall of the Tsar ,“the formation Of

_

work一
ers「 councils,were the work of the masses
themselves。 rotsky quotes Mstislavsky ( a
leader of the left. wing of the Social Revolut-
tonaries,1ater a Bolshevik) to this effect
when he declared :

TNe PeDPUQPy 丿 PeD07Mt三On CaXMgh

七

X8 QPP三ng

the PaPty pe0p1e o those days, 1tKe the 了01-

壬8 D一g 七ns 0丁 tMe Btb7e“ -

To which he added:

J

奴

Qoe8 0

也

TQ奴8zo 一0 TC 三

丶

ey 丁8.MD16
奴

办

@ D一Irg万 H8 。 白乜 飞

叶

下 8 一PUe tKey De Q71 了at
Q87eep“

( FC 奴 8 火y 18 【玲 8奴OPy 0丁 … Yolxme , 747

P08tPp0He 奴 RKg8。 Ne can 7 生 〖that 凶Qy Qy
7ogards 01c1ocX Came PepPe8

一 DE8 专POM 女 e Becit 习D 00万古8 , 方 i 土 一 eiy
8Xcceede

口

8t11 【es5 D女he 叶Oz人 ep8 。
( 1王8 女 OPy 0扎

.

. Volume 2, 737 )

The Bolsheviks not only Played no part in this
struggle but actually tried to squash it; they
wanted to refer the whole matter back to Party
Headquarters, and when their leaders arrived
these were shouted down。 A wide gulf had open-
ed up _between the Party and the “masses “who
had a dynamic of their own and ,fFom the Sta七
Set Up thetr own soldiers「 and workers 「 coun-
cils。 It was here and nowhere else that the
Keal decistons were taken。 In the worker8 !
soviets ,each member , Bolshevik or othez ,
could make his [sic] voice heard and hence

 
*+Unfashionable“ because,in the minds of all the Marxists of the time (inc1uding the

Bolsheviks) ,a revolution in that country was impossible in the foreseeable future aS it

was not an advanced industrial society,and so did not have a strong enough Proletariat .

e

Influence events。 No polttical group as such
had the rtght to decide any tssues , even
though the delegates were original ly chosen
from among Party militants (Mensheviks first ,
then Bolsheviks) 、However, these men were not
Pitcked for their political orthodoxy but Eor
their record of active participation in the
workers「“ struggle,and when they tried to act
aS dampexs they were genefal1y ditsmissed Yery
qutck1y “-“ at least While Soviet ademocracy
stil1 existed。 rotsky has descrtbed the role
of the BolshevtK8 tn July 1917,as follows :
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Rnd,So aS not to lose face,rank and file Bolsh-
eviks were forced to go directly against the dec-
sions of their leaders::
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Here we are not so much interested in whether
or not the Bolsheviks had good reasons for
cpposing the demcnstrations as in the fact
that they held no sway over the masses 。 So,
five months after the Revolution and three
months before the Octobe uprising, the iasses
were sti11 governing themselves,and the Bo1~-
shevik “vanguazd 「 sitmply had to toe the 1ine。
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The of the Vanguazd of the Proletariat
had to be natntained at any

Trotsky htmself added :
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Rs if they had any choice tn the matter1! (Mt
least before 1921,by which time the secret
Police and the army could be mustered agains 世
the unruly masses .)

But the Farty could not just sit back and fold
Lts arms。 Speaking Eor the Party leadership,
Kanenev Said :
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So Kameney admitted that the Party waS no more
at the head,that it gas no -1ongez Qirecting

afteF the event。 How2 5
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Pravda according1y appeared with onepage
blank。 Zhits ts what the Bolshevtks call org-
anistng a movement! Rnd despite all their
efforts, the demoftstration did take place, and
attracted at east 500, 000 persons 1。

The conclusion is obvious :
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Moreover, Yrotsky declared in a speach about
that time :
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In short, the great Vanguard waS reQuced to
the role of mere mouthpiece,and failed even
n thts 。

 

 
IHB OCTOBBR _UPRISING

But,it might be argued that though the Party
Was Sleeping in February , and though it 1agg~-
ed behiad the masses in July,tt stit11 has_-
the October Revolution to its credqit。 Nothing
could be further from the tzuth 。

   

Lenin: Fighting to keep the Party
in tune with the masses . . 。

Fzom Apri1 to October,Lenin had to Eight a
constant battle to keep the Party leadership
+n tune with the masses :
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Thits passage alone Should be enough to dest~
roy the myth _of the Bolshevik Party as the
revolutionary Vanguard and guide of Ethe work-
tng class 。

   

 
THE _JULY _DAYS :

In short, the Bolsheviks were anything but
1leaders of the masses in February, and Sub~
sequently they 1agged behind both the action
of the masses and also their Fevolutionary
spirit。 Thus in July 1917,when
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HB FBEBRUARY _REVOLUTION

The lagging behind of the party was obvious in
the first Fevolutionary days of February 1917。
The fall of the Tsar ,“the formation Of

_

work一
ers「 councils,were the work of the masses
themselves。 rotsky quotes Mstislavsky ( a
leader of the left. wing of the Social Revolut-
tonaries,1ater a Bolshevik) to this effect
when he declared :
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The Bolsheviks not only Played no part in this
struggle but actually tried to squash it; they
wanted to refer the whole matter back to Party
Headquarters, and when their leaders arrived
these were shouted down。 A wide gulf had open-
ed up _between the Party and the “masses “who
had a dynamic of their own and ,fFom the Sta七
Set Up thetr own soldiers「 and workers 「 coun-
cils。 It was here and nowhere else that the
Keal decistons were taken。 In the worker8 !
soviets ,each member , Bolshevik or othez ,
could make his [sic] voice heard and hence

 
*+Unfashionable“ because,in the minds of all the Marxists of the time (inc1uding the

Bolsheviks) ,a revolution in that country was impossible in the foreseeable future aS it

was not an advanced industrial society,and so did not have a strong enough Proletariat .

e

Influence events。 No polttical group as such
had the rtght to decide any tssues , even
though the delegates were original ly chosen
from among Party militants (Mensheviks first ,
then Bolsheviks) 、However, these men were not
Pitcked for their political orthodoxy but Eor
their record of active participation in the
workers「“ struggle,and when they tried to act
aS dampexs they were genefal1y ditsmissed Yery
qutck1y “-“ at least While Soviet ademocracy
stil1 existed。 rotsky has descrtbed the role
of the BolshevtK8 tn July 1917,as follows :
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Rnd,So aS not to lose face,rank and file Bolsh-
eviks were forced to go directly against the dec-
sions of their leaders::
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Here we are not so much interested in whether
or not the Bolsheviks had good reasons for
cpposing the demcnstrations as in the fact
that they held no sway over the masses 。 So,
five months after the Revolution and three
months before the Octobe uprising, the iasses
were sti11 governing themselves,and the Bo1~-
shevik “vanguazd 「 sitmply had to toe the 1ine。
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The of the Vanguazd of the Proletariat
had to be natntained at any

Trotsky htmself added :

“Zhe MemDepn8 0丁 t 义 e _Ceittmaz _COmm卞ee 0
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, . Volxme3。 34 1

Rs if they had any choice tn the matter1! (Mt
least before 1921,by which time the secret
Police and the army could be mustered agains 世
the unruly masses .)

But the Farty could not just sit back and fold
Lts arms。 Speaking Eor the Party leadership,
Kanenev Said :
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So Kameney admitted that the Party waS no more
at the head,that it gas no -1ongez Qirecting

afteF the event。 How2 5
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Pravda according1y appeared with onepage
blank。 Zhits ts what the Bolshevtks call org-
anistng a movement! Rnd despite all their
efforts, the demoftstration did take place, and
attracted at east 500, 000 persons 1。

The conclusion is obvious :
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Moreover, Yrotsky declared in a speach about
that time :
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In short, the great Vanguard waS reQuced to
the role of mere mouthpiece,and failed even
n thts 。

 

 
IHB OCTOBBR _UPRISING

But,it might be argued that though the Party
Was Sleeping in February , and though it 1agg~-
ed behiad the masses in July,tt stit11 has_-
the October Revolution to its credqit。 Nothing
could be further from the tzuth 。

   

Lenin: Fighting to keep the Party
in tune with the masses . . 。

Fzom Apri1 to October,Lenin had to Eight a
constant battle to keep the Party leadership
+n tune with the masses :
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Ear1y in October,Lenin Eould only impose his
view by gotng over the head of his Central
Committee:
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Thus Lenin,aware that the glortous VanguazQNas again 1agging behind the masses, Lried
desperately to preserve its Prophetic role
anQd, n So doing, had to break the yery rulesof aemocratic centralism he himself had fEoZm-ulated。
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Rnd this s what TrotsSky had to Say about it :
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In short,the succesS of the revolution cal1-
ed for action against the “highest circles of
the Party“,Whofrom Febuary to Octoberz,utt-
er1y failed to play the revolutionary role
they ought to have take in theory。 The masses
themselvyes“ made the revolution,with or even
against the party - this much at 1east WaS
cleaf to Trosky the htstorian。 But far Erom
drawing the correct conclusion, Trosky the
theorist continued to argue that the masses
are fncapable of making a revolution without
a leader。To begin with he admits that
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Trotsky not only put the question VeFy “we11
Dut also gave a clear ansWer:the revolution
was the

_

Spontaneous expression of the wil1 of
the masses - not just in theory but in actual
practice。 But Trotsky the theorist could not
acccept the obyious answer: he had to refute
it stnce the itdea of a centralized leadership
ts the _crux of his dogma and must be upheld
at all costs。Hence he quoted with approval
2avadsky“S Qictum that
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Ne wish to Say no more。 Rnonymity 士s precis~-ely what “chazacteritzes & Spontaeous moye~ment, 王 .e。 one that disdains the tutelageof organtzations,that wi11 have no 8name 。 Trotsky “8 argument is quite
9ifferent: there can be no Kevolution withoutleadership and if no leaders can be Pointed

s stmply because they are anonymous 。Thus, after Fecallitng that the “Union of Off-:cerS of Februazy 271,formed just after thefevolutiony tFied to determine witha quest~Ionaire who ftrst 1ed the Volynsky Regimentout, Trotsky explaltnis :
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Nhy will he not admit Ehat the Soldiers took
more than part of the indtiattVe3 Because
Trotsky prefers another exp]
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Thus Trotsky, the historian, doctors the
torical evidence to introduce 3 l
1leader, Whose existence cannot be Verified
because he is deadl

He goes on to Say
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The Party as such Played no role n these de-
cisive days but those who were the Feal act~
ors「 “the conscious instruments of htstory「
needed to be educated,and by who tf not the
Party? In Short, the past action of tke Party
justifies its present tnactivity。 There are
but two alternatives for TFotsky: either
People have fallen out of the SkKy O they
must haye been ,educateQ by the Party 。 The
first hypothesis being absurd,the Second is
the only possible answer。 But , as the _Jewzish
father Said to his son: “My boy,wWhenever
there afe two alternatives, choose the third 1
Now that alternative is simply that the work-
ers could have managed without 口 Party, just
aSs they do in theiz everyday 1tfe。 Let us see
What TFotsky htmself has to Say about this :
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This judgement app1ies equally well to Trotsky
himself,who was responsible for the regimen-
tation of labour and for shooting the Kronst~
adt rebels。 But Trotsky is not aware of this
fact, and his history is so Valuable Precisely
because he ts honest,or stupid , enough to
1ist the facts that contFadict his every conc~
1uston。 Forgetting what he has written on Page
151,he notes that :
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Trotsky the historian: honest or stupid?

No one would wish to challenge his c1aim that
“the thought of the worker has become more
scientific...because it was fertilized to a
1arge extent

_

by the methods of Marxism., True ,
the use of the term “scientific thought is

but there ts no doubt that sc~
Lentiftc Maxxtsm has played a 1arge part in
the education of both _Mensheviks and Bolshev~
tkS。 It should also be added that other tren-
ds --- anarcho~syndicalist, anarchtst , socia1
revoluttonary --- made their contribution too。
Rnd as TFotsky himself admits when _discussing
working class thought,its development was
chief1y due to“the 1iving experience of the
maSSeS 1 。

It was thts 1iving experience of the masses
which led to the creation of the soviets in
1905, soviets which the Bolshevik Party 1arg~
ely ignored,a fact for which rotsky himself
severely critictzed the Party at the ttme。 But
as Soon

_

as he turned Bolshevik theortst , he
had to dismiss the whole idea of workers 「 Sp~-
ontaneity

。

Thus while he says in Volume 2 ,
Page 72,that the masses were comp1aitning that

“eDex e Bo18XeDt 灭 8 _Qne QaUd1tng QnQd o7Qtng
Xe

_
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he goeS On to Say On _page 88 :

“ NRat they 1the Gepman 1acXeQ
Uas Q Bo18heDtK Dam
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The absurdity of his hypotheses --- all due
to the fact that he cannot admit the tdea of
a Spontaneous Fevolutton =-- becomes even
clearer in the following passage :
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This “twofold backs1liding「 is nothing less
than_ an indictment of _the Bolshevik Party : by
stressing the importance of Lenin in the way
he does, rotsky 王 8, n fact , depzectating
the Value of the Party。 And Lenin, ar
being the tnfalltble revolutionary Trotsky
makes him out to be, between February and Oct~-
cber 1917,went back on a good many positions
he had earlier defended、Thus while he had
stressed the importance of the soviets in

1905,tn January, 1917,when he gave a lect~
ure to Swiss workers , he merely mentioned the
soviets tn passing、This did not prevent him
a few months 1ater , to the dismay of the maj -
ority of the Party, from once again adopting
the anarchist slogan of: ALL POWER TO THE
SOVIETS! The Party, faithful and discitplined
though it was , could not perform
Lons with the same _Speed . The_ break betweent
Lenin and the Party may prove Lenin「s genius
for changtng the political 1ine,but tt aiso
Proves how 111~fitted an _organization of the
Bolshevik Party type is to deal with a revol~
utionazy sttuation。 Hence Trotsky 「s claim
that

“tRe MapoX 〖sadepsRtp 0乃 Xamene Qad Sta7tn
1agged 5ehtnQ be ggantt o 8九ptc 女8 丶8.1

( “8一8奴OPy 0扎 … Po7xme , 403 1

Indeed ,Trotsky 5ayS :

“eDe7y 一 8 奴p 方8
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女a 女QPg QdeqtQ习e 三 0 万 卜2
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Now if every historical task mobi1izes the
necessary cadres, it will do this for the
revolution ttself。Hence Trotsky Should not
really blame the Bolshevik leaders for the
failure of the Party to Fise to its “historic
task 「。 The reason Stalin and Kamenevy found
themselves at the head of the Party was bec-
ause they were elected by the whole of the
Party, and tt s therefore the Party as Such
which is to blame and not this or that indiv-
Idual。 hgain,if the _presence or absence of
Lenin explains the success or failure of the
Party,the Party reduces to Lenin and becomes
Superfluous 。

Rs for the gap between the Party and the
masses, it can have two causes: either the
masSseS _are too apathetitc for revolution o ,
aS happened in 1917,the masses are on1ly too
anxious to carry the revolution a step Eurthe
and the Party itself is apathetic。 In the sec-
ond case tt ts not the massss who hayve not
“Fisen“to their htstoric task but the Party .
Thits rupture between the Party and the masses
L58

_

due to the Party S very nature: a Smal1 ,
closed group of professional revolutionaries ,
Sure of being the repository of Eruth and in-
capable of adapting themselyes to any ndep~-
endent tnittative of the masses。 A case in
Point was theiz attitude to the Soviets, -or
workers 「 counctls,which gave the atomized
masses their own _centres for action and col1-
ective dectsion making。 The soviets SPIang upP
quite spontaneously in 1905 and did not fig~
ure in any Party programme 。 It was cnly in
retrospect that they were analysed by Various
Writers of the Left。 Some of these --- Part-
tcularly the anarchists , the extreme 1eft
Social Revolutioriaries and minority groups
within the Social Democratic Party, were f-
ank1ly itn favour of the soviets --- and so,in
1905,was Leon Trotsky 。Anton Pannekoek was
another and his movement for workers「 control
Nas attacKed by Lenin in “Left-wing Communism:
Rn _Infantitle Disorder「。 All the BolsheviKs
were frank1y hostile。Those in St Petersburg
were conviced that
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Rt the same time, 卫.Mendeleev declared in the
name of the Bolsheviks :
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Ear1y in October,Lenin Eould only impose his
view by gotng over the head of his Central
Committee:
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Thus Lenin,aware that the glortous VanguazQNas again 1agging behind the masses, Lried
desperately to preserve its Prophetic role
anQd, n So doing, had to break the yery rulesof aemocratic centralism he himself had fEoZm-ulated。
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Rnd this s what TrotsSky had to Say about it :
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In short,the succesS of the revolution cal1-
ed for action against the “highest circles of
the Party“,Whofrom Febuary to Octoberz,utt-
er1y failed to play the revolutionary role
they ought to have take in theory。 The masses
themselvyes“ made the revolution,with or even
against the party - this much at 1east WaS
cleaf to Trosky the htstorian。 But far Erom
drawing the correct conclusion, Trosky the
theorist continued to argue that the masses
are fncapable of making a revolution without
a leader。To begin with he admits that
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Trotsky not only put the question VeFy “we11
Dut also gave a clear ansWer:the revolution
was the

_

Spontaneous expression of the wil1 of
the masses - not just in theory but in actual
practice。 But Trotsky the theorist could not
acccept the obyious answer: he had to refute
it stnce the itdea of a centralized leadership
ts the _crux of his dogma and must be upheld
at all costs。Hence he quoted with approval
2avadsky“S Qictum that
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9ifferent: there can be no Kevolution withoutleadership and if no leaders can be Pointed

s stmply because they are anonymous 。Thus, after Fecallitng that the “Union of Off-:cerS of Februazy 271,formed just after thefevolutiony tFied to determine witha quest~Ionaire who ftrst 1ed the Volynsky Regimentout, Trotsky explaltnis :
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Nhy will he not admit Ehat the Soldiers took
more than part of the indtiattVe3 Because
Trotsky prefers another exp]
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Thus Trotsky, the historian, doctors the
torical evidence to introduce 3 l
1leader, Whose existence cannot be Verified
because he is deadl

He goes on to Say
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The Party as such Played no role n these de-
cisive days but those who were the Feal act~
ors「 “the conscious instruments of htstory「
needed to be educated,and by who tf not the
Party? In Short, the past action of tke Party
justifies its present tnactivity。 There are
but two alternatives for TFotsky: either
People have fallen out of the SkKy O they
must haye been ,educateQ by the Party 。 The
first hypothesis being absurd,the Second is
the only possible answer。 But , as the _Jewzish
father Said to his son: “My boy,wWhenever
there afe two alternatives, choose the third 1
Now that alternative is simply that the work-
ers could have managed without 口 Party, just
aSs they do in theiz everyday 1tfe。 Let us see
What TFotsky htmself has to Say about this :
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This judgement app1ies equally well to Trotsky
himself,who was responsible for the regimen-
tation of labour and for shooting the Kronst~
adt rebels。 But Trotsky is not aware of this
fact, and his history is so Valuable Precisely
because he ts honest,or stupid , enough to
1ist the facts that contFadict his every conc~
1uston。 Forgetting what he has written on Page
151,he notes that :
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Trotsky the historian: honest or stupid?

No one would wish to challenge his c1aim that
“the thought of the worker has become more
scientific...because it was fertilized to a
1arge extent

_

by the methods of Marxism., True ,
the use of the term “scientific thought is

but there ts no doubt that sc~
Lentiftc Maxxtsm has played a 1arge part in
the education of both _Mensheviks and Bolshev~
tkS。 It should also be added that other tren-
ds --- anarcho~syndicalist, anarchtst , socia1
revoluttonary --- made their contribution too。
Rnd as TFotsky himself admits when _discussing
working class thought,its development was
chief1y due to“the 1iving experience of the
maSSeS 1 。

It was thts 1iving experience of the masses
which led to the creation of the soviets in
1905, soviets which the Bolshevik Party 1arg~
ely ignored,a fact for which rotsky himself
severely critictzed the Party at the ttme。 But
as Soon

_

as he turned Bolshevik theortst , he
had to dismiss the whole idea of workers 「 Sp~-
ontaneity

。

Thus while he says in Volume 2 ,
Page 72,that the masses were comp1aitning that

“eDex e Bo18XeDt 灭 8 _Qne QaUd1tng QnQd o7Qtng
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he goeS On to Say On _page 88 :

“ NRat they 1the Gepman 1acXeQ
Uas Q Bo18heDtK Dam
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The absurdity of his hypotheses --- all due
to the fact that he cannot admit the tdea of
a Spontaneous Fevolutton =-- becomes even
clearer in the following passage :
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This “twofold backs1liding「 is nothing less
than_ an indictment of _the Bolshevik Party : by
stressing the importance of Lenin in the way
he does, rotsky 王 8, n fact , depzectating
the Value of the Party。 And Lenin, ar
being the tnfalltble revolutionary Trotsky
makes him out to be, between February and Oct~-
cber 1917,went back on a good many positions
he had earlier defended、Thus while he had
stressed the importance of the soviets in

1905,tn January, 1917,when he gave a lect~
ure to Swiss workers , he merely mentioned the
soviets tn passing、This did not prevent him
a few months 1ater , to the dismay of the maj -
ority of the Party, from once again adopting
the anarchist slogan of: ALL POWER TO THE
SOVIETS! The Party, faithful and discitplined
though it was , could not perform
Lons with the same _Speed . The_ break betweent
Lenin and the Party may prove Lenin「s genius
for changtng the political 1ine,but tt aiso
Proves how 111~fitted an _organization of the
Bolshevik Party type is to deal with a revol~
utionazy sttuation。 Hence Trotsky 「s claim
that

“tRe MapoX 〖sadepsRtp 0乃 Xamene Qad Sta7tn
1agged 5ehtnQ be ggantt o 8九ptc 女8 丶8.1
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Indeed ,Trotsky 5ayS :
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Now if every historical task mobi1izes the
necessary cadres, it will do this for the
revolution ttself。Hence Trotsky Should not
really blame the Bolshevik leaders for the
failure of the Party to Fise to its “historic
task 「。 The reason Stalin and Kamenevy found
themselves at the head of the Party was bec-
ause they were elected by the whole of the
Party, and tt s therefore the Party as Such
which is to blame and not this or that indiv-
Idual。 hgain,if the _presence or absence of
Lenin explains the success or failure of the
Party,the Party reduces to Lenin and becomes
Superfluous 。

Rs for the gap between the Party and the
masses, it can have two causes: either the
masSseS _are too apathetitc for revolution o ,
aS happened in 1917,the masses are on1ly too
anxious to carry the revolution a step Eurthe
and the Party itself is apathetic。 In the sec-
ond case tt ts not the massss who hayve not
“Fisen“to their htstoric task but the Party .
Thits rupture between the Party and the masses
L58

_

due to the Party S very nature: a Smal1 ,
closed group of professional revolutionaries ,
Sure of being the repository of Eruth and in-
capable of adapting themselyes to any ndep~-
endent tnittative of the masses。 A case in
Point was theiz attitude to the Soviets, -or
workers 「 counctls,which gave the atomized
masses their own _centres for action and col1-
ective dectsion making。 The soviets SPIang upP
quite spontaneously in 1905 and did not fig~
ure in any Party programme 。 It was cnly in
retrospect that they were analysed by Various
Writers of the Left。 Some of these --- Part-
tcularly the anarchists , the extreme 1eft
Social Revolutioriaries and minority groups
within the Social Democratic Party, were f-
ank1ly itn favour of the soviets --- and so,in
1905,was Leon Trotsky 。Anton Pannekoek was
another and his movement for workers「 control
Nas attacKed by Lenin in “Left-wing Communism:
Rn _Infantitle Disorder「。 All the BolsheviKs
were frank1y hostile。Those in St Petersburg
were conviced that
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Rt the same time, 卫.Mendeleev declared in the
name of the Bolsheviks :
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Rnd this is at the ttme when workers were beg-
inning to set up workers「 councils in all the
factories, and workers“ “par1iaments 「 in al1
the major towns! Zhe Social Democrats did not
even think Eit o nvite the workers to part~-

in the Party “s august deliberations ,
but expected them _to carry out blindly what
the “proletartan Vanguard 「 ordered fFom on
high, and then to declare themselves redund-
ant。 That the workers 「 councit1ls “impeded 「this
sort of development is a truism --- they Ch-
allenged the wisdom of the Party leaders in
Practise and not simp1y in theory。 Thts was
more than our professional revolutionaries
were Prepared to swallow、In 1907,Lenitn got
the Fifth Congzess of the Social Democratic
Workers「 Party to pass a resolution whose
subject was highly revealtng :
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In dealtng with workers「 organizations , the
Bolsheviks had but one major conceFn: to
engthen _their own _organization。 the
Party was the sole guarditan of the proletariat
and the revolution,any attempt by the workers
tp make a revolutiton without the Party must
clear1y be wrong or indeed impossible , as
Trotsky argues in hts History

_

of the_Russian
Revolution。 Nhen the workers disavow the Party
In PFacttse , then the Party Stmply disavows
the practtse of the workers 。

 

This disdain for the working class and 1ts
capacity for self-emancipation can be heard
most clear1y in Lenin 「s Nhattsto bedone2「
theorettcal justification _of Ethe 1eadership
Pzinciple。In itt,Lenin simply repeats the
words of Kar1 Kautsky ,whom he stil1 admired
at that ttme :

“TRe 功07化 88 , e 方aDe 8Q, 5tt77 acked a
5octal Democpatto consctox8e88; t COX1Q 0n73
COMe 方 0 三 8Mm 丁POM 三e OX

卜

8七de。 日

壬

8女Opy 丁 R Q17
C.OXMR 古 F一 88 Q 一

奴

88 奴 8 奶

几

Q奶

。

0川 飞

奴

80出几

,

卞a 凹OF人-
丿ng

_

class canot g0 DeyonQ tMe 1e0e7 o tpade
介 R 口O COM8 C 飞 OH8MH88。 三

朱

8 卫8Q【

宁

HQ奴

三

O 女

户

Q女 七几y
州8

古

COM卫万e 五R 奴0 支PQQe UR丁08 , 丁g七 _QgQ方
tXe emp70yex8 , 丁rce the g00eFmett 一

0

PQ88
XC 【QH8 Q8 卫e

扎

1

方

女e Ondtt七O 0丁 卜e
力OpKep8 , . . A8 丁7 the 80cta 1 三 8 古 Qootpne。 1

口Q8 COX8七XC卜 O 女 0扎 Ph 1080pRtcal , h 七 8七pta
a7 and economtc theozrtes e1abonated 5y edxcated
TTembep8 0扎 the XPtng C1a88 , Dy 于te11ectXa78。
hX8 Maz QnQ Enge18, tMe 丁oXnden8 0一 modepm
ctenttftc 80cta 1认SM 山epe 一OXPge0宁 8 于 nte11ect-
Xa78: SYmt7ap1y 壬 Rxssta, the 80ota1 democyat-
c doctptne sprang xp _Q1mos 女 壬dependent7y 0丁
e 8POXtQeOXS _QeDe1 0pment 0丁 e 凶O万g
C1a88 人ODEMentt

E

Lenin Summed it all up by Saying :
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Now this claim that class political consciousness
can Only reach the working Class from outside,
has been refuted in practice,and ought to cease
being part of any Socialist「s stock of ideas。
The history of French trade unionism before 1914
is in itself Sufficient Proof that the workers
can go beyond what Lenin_calls their “trade union
Consciousness「。The Charter Of Amiens adopted in
1906 makes this quite explicit:
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This text

_

shows clear1y that the working cl1ass
can Fise a great deal beyond the “trade union
consciousness「,and precisely in a country
where the tnfluence of the Social Democrats
waS extreme1y tenuous。 Conyersely it was when
Social Democrats started to gain inf1luence
In France that the trade unions reverted to
their role of economic tntermediaries , and
changed into the bureaucratic machtnes of
today, machines. that form an integral Part
of capitaltst society The eninist ideology ,
in postulating the incapactty of the working
class to make a

_

revolution or,as we Shal1
see,to manage production in post-revolut-
ionary in Qirect conf1lict with
the tnaugural declaration of the First Inter~
nattonal :-
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The fact that “scientific socialism「“was the
creation of bourgeots intellectuals is unden-
table,and, ndeed, it bears the unmistakable
marks of this: it is alien ta the proletariat
and pezhaps it ought not Eto be So proud of
this alienation as it obviously is 。 Moreover
Bolshevik organizations were born in an nd~-
ustrially backward country (whtch exp]atns
rather than jusifies their own backward nat~
uze) 。This type of organization,and the id-
eology that went hand in hand with it,would,
aftez“1917, seize upon the backwardness of
Russia and also on the lack of evolutionary

 S

Spirit among the woxkers outside , as a pret-
ext or bzinging to. Fuit the_counter~revol-
utionary geFms it contatned from the very
beginning-。

The Leninist belief that the workers cannot
spontaneous1y go beyond the 1evel of trade
union consciousness {s8 tantamount to beheadinig
the proletazriat, and then tnsinuating the
Party aS the head。 The

_

original aims of French
trade uniontsm,and the

_

creation of soviets
show that Lentn WaS Wrong and ,in Eact , in
Russia the Party was forced to decapitate the
worker5“ movement with the help_of the polit~-
tcal politce and the _Red Army undez the bri11~-
Lant leadershtp _of RFotsky and Lenin。 Moreov~
er, the decapitatton was not enough,the body ,
too,had to be destroyed,and since this tasSk
required less finesse and revolutionary educ-
ation, the honour of finishing the work so
bril11iant1y begun

_

by Lenin and TFotsky ,fel1
to the uncultured Stalin。

Howevez, n airness to Trotsky , it must be
said that, n 1902,when Lenin wrote Nhat is
to_be_done2,Trotsky not only opposed it viol-
ently but had the wit to foresee its worst
dangers: that the Party would substitute its-
elf for the working class,the Central Comm-
Lttee for the Party , the Politburo for the
Central Committee, and fitnal1y the General
Secretary for the Politburo。 It is to be_hoped
that Trotsky “s _crttique may cne Qay be Pub1~
Lshed tn Eull,for tt,better Ethan anythtng
else,would provide us with a crittque of
modern TFOtSKy 王 Sm。

 

 
THE PRARTY AND ANARCHISM

In February 1917,we_have Said,the Party 1ine
and dynamic was opposed to that of the masseS
organized itn _Soviets。Lenin _had to labour
hard, not o_ conyvince the masses of the need

to seize power in the factories and towns , but
to convince his own party that the masses were
ready for this step。It was the party that had
to Fise to the level of the masses, not the
other way Kound。 Lenin had bo turn “anazCh-
Lst“, and to carry an incredulous party vith
him。0ctober thus represents the potnt where
the _action and inspiratton of the masses coin~-
cided with those of the、temporart1y de-Bolsh~
evized Bolshevik Party , and this happy state
Persisted until the spring of 1918。 The Bolsh-
eyik Barty could not,moreover ,behave otherw-
Lse,because tt was stil1 trying to witn the
Support of the workers。 The previous eight
months (te: February to October 1917) had br~
ought on an, extraordinary proliferation of
factory and workshop

_

committees。 In Rpri1 1917
a conference of factory committees at Petro-
grad had dec1lared :
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Rnother conference of factory committees,held in
June 1917,demanded:
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The January 1918 issue of Vestnik Metalista
(Metalworkers「 News) contained an article by
the worker which said ,

 

R1l1-Russian Congress of Factory and Shop Committees: demanded “the organisation

of complete control by the workers of production and distribution「 .
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Rnd this is at the ttme when workers were beg-
inning to set up workers「 councils in all the
factories, and workers“ “par1iaments 「 in al1
the major towns! Zhe Social Democrats did not
even think Eit o nvite the workers to part~-

in the Party “s august deliberations ,
but expected them _to carry out blindly what
the “proletartan Vanguard 「 ordered fFom on
high, and then to declare themselves redund-
ant。 That the workers 「 councit1ls “impeded 「this
sort of development is a truism --- they Ch-
allenged the wisdom of the Party leaders in
Practise and not simp1y in theory。 Thts was
more than our professional revolutionaries
were Prepared to swallow、In 1907,Lenitn got
the Fifth Congzess of the Social Democratic
Workers「 Party to pass a resolution whose
subject was highly revealtng :
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and declared:
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In dealtng with workers「 organizations , the
Bolsheviks had but one major conceFn: to
engthen _their own _organization。 the
Party was the sole guarditan of the proletariat
and the revolution,any attempt by the workers
tp make a revolutiton without the Party must
clear1y be wrong or indeed impossible , as
Trotsky argues in hts History

_

of the_Russian
Revolution。 Nhen the workers disavow the Party
In PFacttse , then the Party Stmply disavows
the practtse of the workers 。

 

This disdain for the working class and 1ts
capacity for self-emancipation can be heard
most clear1y in Lenin 「s Nhattsto bedone2「
theorettcal justification _of Ethe 1eadership
Pzinciple。In itt,Lenin simply repeats the
words of Kar1 Kautsky ,whom he stil1 admired
at that ttme :
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Lenin Summed it all up by Saying :

“The _Can Q9Xtpe c1as8 p07tttcal con-
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Now this claim that class political consciousness
can Only reach the working Class from outside,
has been refuted in practice,and ought to cease
being part of any Socialist「s stock of ideas。
The history of French trade unionism before 1914
is in itself Sufficient Proof that the workers
can go beyond what Lenin_calls their “trade union
Consciousness「。The Charter Of Amiens adopted in
1906 makes this quite explicit:
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This text

_

shows clear1y that the working cl1ass
can Fise a great deal beyond the “trade union
consciousness「,and precisely in a country
where the tnfluence of the Social Democrats
waS extreme1y tenuous。 Conyersely it was when
Social Democrats started to gain inf1luence
In France that the trade unions reverted to
their role of economic tntermediaries , and
changed into the bureaucratic machtnes of
today, machines. that form an integral Part
of capitaltst society The eninist ideology ,
in postulating the incapactty of the working
class to make a

_

revolution or,as we Shal1
see,to manage production in post-revolut-
ionary in Qirect conf1lict with
the tnaugural declaration of the First Inter~
nattonal :-
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The fact that “scientific socialism「“was the
creation of bourgeots intellectuals is unden-
table,and, ndeed, it bears the unmistakable
marks of this: it is alien ta the proletariat
and pezhaps it ought not Eto be So proud of
this alienation as it obviously is 。 Moreover
Bolshevik organizations were born in an nd~-
ustrially backward country (whtch exp]atns
rather than jusifies their own backward nat~
uze) 。This type of organization,and the id-
eology that went hand in hand with it,would,
aftez“1917, seize upon the backwardness of
Russia and also on the lack of evolutionary

 S

Spirit among the woxkers outside , as a pret-
ext or bzinging to. Fuit the_counter~revol-
utionary geFms it contatned from the very
beginning-。

The Leninist belief that the workers cannot
spontaneous1y go beyond the 1evel of trade
union consciousness {s8 tantamount to beheadinig
the proletazriat, and then tnsinuating the
Party aS the head。 The

_

original aims of French
trade uniontsm,and the

_

creation of soviets
show that Lentn WaS Wrong and ,in Eact , in
Russia the Party was forced to decapitate the
worker5“ movement with the help_of the polit~-
tcal politce and the _Red Army undez the bri11~-
Lant leadershtp _of RFotsky and Lenin。 Moreov~
er, the decapitatton was not enough,the body ,
too,had to be destroyed,and since this tasSk
required less finesse and revolutionary educ-
ation, the honour of finishing the work so
bril11iant1y begun

_

by Lenin and TFotsky ,fel1
to the uncultured Stalin。

Howevez, n airness to Trotsky , it must be
said that, n 1902,when Lenin wrote Nhat is
to_be_done2,Trotsky not only opposed it viol-
ently but had the wit to foresee its worst
dangers: that the Party would substitute its-
elf for the working class,the Central Comm-
Lttee for the Party , the Politburo for the
Central Committee, and fitnal1y the General
Secretary for the Politburo。 It is to be_hoped
that Trotsky “s _crttique may cne Qay be Pub1~
Lshed tn Eull,for tt,better Ethan anythtng
else,would provide us with a crittque of
modern TFOtSKy 王 Sm。

 

 
THE PRARTY AND ANARCHISM

In February 1917,we_have Said,the Party 1ine
and dynamic was opposed to that of the masseS
organized itn _Soviets。Lenin _had to labour
hard, not o_ conyvince the masses of the need

to seize power in the factories and towns , but
to convince his own party that the masses were
ready for this step。It was the party that had
to Fise to the level of the masses, not the
other way Kound。 Lenin had bo turn “anazCh-
Lst“, and to carry an incredulous party vith
him。0ctober thus represents the potnt where
the _action and inspiratton of the masses coin~-
cided with those of the、temporart1y de-Bolsh~
evized Bolshevik Party , and this happy state
Persisted until the spring of 1918。 The Bolsh-
eyik Barty could not,moreover ,behave otherw-
Lse,because tt was stil1 trying to witn the
Support of the workers。 The previous eight
months (te: February to October 1917) had br~
ought on an, extraordinary proliferation of
factory and workshop

_

committees。 In Rpri1 1917
a conference of factory committees at Petro-
grad had dec1lared :
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Rnother conference of factory committees,held in
June 1917,demanded:
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Yet another congress,after the Seizure 0f power ,
declared:
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The January 1918 issue of Vestnik Metalista
(Metalworkers「 News) contained an article by
the worker which said ,

 

R1l1-Russian Congress of Factory and Shop Committees: demanded “the organisation

of complete control by the workers of production and distribution「 .
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In this tFuly Fevolutionary period,Lenin told
the Third Congress of Soviets held at the be-
gtnning _of 1918 :

“4napCNHt8

习
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。 PantakFaVa WZOte :
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From the spzing of 1918 tt was the Bolshevist
-Lentntsts themselves who opposed workers 「
management 。 Before that happened the anarcho
~syndicalist Maximoy could sti11 write :
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However, the _anarchtst Voltne , writtng 1n
「Golos TFuda“ (「The Voice of Labour「) at the
end of 1917,had this to say:
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And this is precitsely what habpened tn 1918 .
To achieve theiz ends,the Bolsheviks had to

all opposititon and the anarchists in
particular.。 “This political repression went
hand in hand with the represston of the work-
er8 in the factory.。 1
Yhus Captatn Jacques Sadaul wrote :

“Zhe

,

QiazeN.8 七 Papty [87c1】 8 the 川 08 壬 QottDe
QRQ MO8 土 IMt 1 止a 方 QnQ pz0Dab7y tha m08 丁
0PPO8tton g7oXp 0 a11. . . 7e 85018hey3 人 8 dne
GeQt1y Q

兀
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Voline confizmed thts account :
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t
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Thts repression began with a change of atti-
tude on the _questton of workers 「 se1f-manage-
ment。 From 1918 onyards, opposition was kept
withtn the Bolshevik Party - outside all crit-
ictsm was Suppressed。 Looking at developments
tnside the Bolshevik Party We _can follow the
Process of repression, whtch culminated in the
silenctng, even within the _party, of anyone
who spoke up for the crushed proletariat。
The Tenth Congress of the Bolshevik Party,。 in
March 1921 dtssolved all Party EKactions ,
whtle Pazty as busy on
the workers and sailors at Kronstadt, and on
what bockets of resistance there sti11 were
tn the rest of the ,In Paxticular ,
the UkKratnian Makhno Movement WaS a force the
Bolsheviks had to destroy at al1l Costs。 These
events signalled the final success _of the Bol-
Shevik counter~revolution。
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伟

&nd lower,、And i hisfall he blasphemes.「 Fn his fall he elings

mud atus. 互e staopstothe mosthideous Provocatory measureg-

The enemy of the oppzessed--he tbhirstes for Gomination、 He

fearstbeAnarchigtswho have raisedhigh thebeanmeroffresedomL

The enemy is s8preading malicious calomny, insinuating that

our 怡eedomincludes violence and rape.. n our name be 讨

林witb bhis oOwn soiled hands the““Decree about the

ationalization of 旭omen.““

驯hat crude, absnrd provocationi

EFor ages, syveryWhere,the Angarchists hayve foaght againgst

all kinds of decrees and iaws no matter by what anthoritieg

thease were set ap,、How then can they themselves igsue decrees7

BEnemies of all violence, how can the Anarchists demand or

even aliow force in the treatment of women?

BHow many shch asses Will be foand who will be ready to

believe the provocateurs and who will appear in the camp of

these saerpents? 如

No, neyver! In his林 to set againat us the ignorant

masseg, the enem7y did not calculate correctiy and only exXposed

his own fithy so

Alas! he does not yet knog the power of our weapon--but

.bhe will know it!

Deatbh to the provocateurs! No mercy for themi On the

gpot一without hesitation一by all means, with any Weaponi ,

And everyone, Who--secretly or openly一 gnpports this cal-

umny, by pretending that he is an innocent lamb who has been

Guped by someone,will be congidered an accomplice of this

black band, as a provocateur。And theywill meetthe samefate-

Bveryone一whether he be with us or not一buat Who lives

honestiy and struggles for his living, will help ng dispense jus-

tice, and w训 himself mete out vengeance b tbhese venomous-

《eptiles of reaction. “

We hayve enough fre for this purposel

And all means will be fair! 《

Sumara Q7
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SYNDICALISM IN THE5 COLNE VALLEY.

Yorkshire Factory Times “ June 3rd 1910

“SITURTION SERIOUS AT HUDDERSFIELD“

wThe Teazers and Fettlers aqitation is continur-

ing peacefully but it is not certain when an

outbreak will occur。 It is past a joke to be

met with the same proposal as the employers

made months ago of 5招/hr。 Morley,Leeds and

Dewsbury all pay more than that and the Colne,

Holme and Huddersfield employers are the kings

in their trade and can get better Prices for

their goods and less wastage and lesS Gamage

than any other manufacturers in the wor1d。Yet

they coolly offer骋a/hr。 less than Morley-

This offer has made the men more keen than I

ever thought they Would have been。 It has

slightly embittered them and to keep_them from

hasty striking has been the union「s task a11

along.。 This is made more difficult nOw。

NWhat with the cost of 1iving being 258 6d a Week

more than it was When the agitation itself Was

started and what with the extra Work turned

out,the men「s demands are modesty “

June 9th 1910

“The employers in the Colne Valley seem to have

missed their mark this time and are iding for

a serious trades dispute.“

In fact the TeazerS and Fettlers dispute was

settled Without a fight; the Board of Trade

intervened and the original employers demands

which would have split the Teazers and Fettlers

Union were shelved; a Md advance on normal time

1 on overtime and a 55% hour Week Were eXtY一

acted from the “Valley Tyrants「“。 But the anger

of the unskilled teazers,Who were htghly union-

ized,was to spill over into other disputes「 in-

volving less unionized workers。 The local SOC-

ialist newspaper, “The Norker“ , Said,

wThe employers know that if the Teazers and

Pettlers get a measure of justice 1arger Sec~

tions will be emboldened to put in a Plea for

their rights。 We might as well fight it in the

beginning.“

Before looking at the disputes in more detail

we should consider social and economic condi~

三ions Which existed at that time in the Colne

In 1907,at the -time of the election of Victor

Grayson,earnings in the local textile trades

were known to be 10-~20$ higher than Lancashire

or other West Yorkshire textile areas。

Unionization amongst the teazers WaS 65$, amang

weavers 25$。 But it was not strong unionization

that gave the area its lead but its quality

cloths。 Plentiful overtime boosted earnings。

On top of the 55X% hour week up to 12 hours Over~

time was worked,often paid at the Same hour1Y

rate of ar6und 5Q Per hour。 From 1907,Hudders~

E
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field textile workers had pressed for uniform

Pay for all grades in piecework extFa holidays,

including a week at the local celebration Cf

“Honley Feast「,as well as extra Fates for over-

time with a view to reducing its cccurence and

reducing local unemployment then running at

about 9咕 。

The election victory of the Socialist,Victor

Grayson,in June 1907 had been an incomplete

one. Although there was strong support in the

unions,and the unions were often insurrection~-

ary in their demands,a ConsCious Class struggle

perspective had not been Put Grayson「s

support Primarily l1ay in the cultural Crganiza~

tions of the Colne Valley Socialist League Iat~-

her than in the struggles of the trade unions。

This fact and the 1907-1909 depression in the

valleys led to earnings falling to levels below

those of other textile areas* Yet no increases

were conceded by the Valley Tyrants。Until 1910

there had been no general increase inwages loc-

ally for 37 years, a time in which Prices had

risen by 17$。 Clear1y an explosion was around

the Corner。

From 1909 on,Grayson,E.J.B、R1len,Fred Shaw

and Tom Mann,among others,began to reach 1ocCal

people with their ideas of class struggle,Ind-

ustrial Unionism and social revolution that had

been lacking before,and this was welcome amid

simmering discontent on wages,holidays and

Housing in the Colne Valley was a disgrace and

remains so to this day.。 Much of it was under

the tutelage of the big textile manufacturers

who also tried to control their workforces 「

1ives further by organizing holidays around

“Mi11 Treats“ .

E
e
e

Rents had been raised by the bosses tvo and
three times in ten years from up
to 608。 If tenants complained at this or
unsanitary housing conditions they were often
forced to“flit“by the boss or landlord。

Repairs were neglected by the landlords unti1
they were absolutely necessary。 Even then
they were often followed by rent rises。On top

this,when houses became Vacant,applicants

were“falling over each other“to get in; and

usually at a higher rent than before.

。

The

only solution offered by the revolutionary Soc~-

ialists (as Labour were Calledj was to wait On

council elections to start the Slcw task Of

procuring l1and and building up council house

stock。 oday these council houses suffer the

same neglect and fear of eviction on complalnt

as any Valley Tyrant could impose.

Finally,in the wake of Grayson「s election in

1907 the Worsted and Woollen Manufacturer「“S

Rssociation had put it「s house in order。 80$

of Valley ftrms were in this organisation

which had a fund to aid it「s member firms in

strikes,and blacklisted any firms that broke

the common front against strikers。 It was

generally in favour of tariff reform。,Mhile

the Parliamentary socialists“support based

on religious and cultural organisations (in

Clubs,Churches,educational,musical and

social events) ,immediately the election was

over,the manufacturers began to Show that

their strength was in determined class

struggle。 R wave of victimization against

Known socialists swept the Valley,Continu-

ing until 1910 when“speed ups“were added to

the offensive。 Rround tvo hundred socialists

were forced to move to other areas for jobs。

The bigger manufacturers 1ike Crowther 「S

sponsored the Northern Union Football League

against the Football Rssociation (a more

democratic organisation) in an attempt to

secure control over working class sport and

leisure。

In 1910 boom returned to the Valley「“s textile

industry,and with it the opportunity to get

back at the Valley Tyrants in October of that

Year-

“French leave“ was one of the actions of

sabotage pioneered by workers in the French

Syndicalist C.G.T。 union。 It amounted to

leaving work often en-mass to take holidays

the employers otherwise would not have gran~-

ted。In October 1910 Honley Feast,a Carni~-

val at which association football was Played ,

together with the Fartown football matches,

brought 42 summonses aqainst workers for

French leave。The summonses were to Show to

the police why the workers should not Pay fines

for absenting themselves from work without .per~-

mission。

French leave was described 1ike this by“the

Norker“:“Rs a result of the belated but beau~-

tiful fine summer weather at Honley Feast aided

by attFactive football fixtures at Fartown the

servitude in the compounds was more than .

usually uninviting and hundreds of operatives

力
 

GR4Z50M.

took French leave。In some Ccases they asked

permission,and hinted at taking it if it was

not granted but in cases where they Were Cer~-

tain

_

of refusal they just disappeared.“

French leave was tin fact an 0ld Customary right

that the manufacturers were trying to stamp

out。 Fifty summonses two years Previous1y had

failed to do the trick and now in the wake f

Qirect action for more holidayS (One week was

demanded for Honley Feast) the Fine Cloth

Manufacturers ARssociation Summonsed the textile

union officials to negotiate for 13 days a. year

holiday. However,there was also some talk Of a

lockout in the employers“association。

In passing it must be noted that the Socialist

Party Paper editorial condemmed the leave as an

out of date custom「 irresponsible and disorgan-
ising to the social machine-

TVpical of another charge was that it was divi~-

sive of the working class。This charge Was to

be levelled again against the stormy October

unrest of the unorganised textile workers。

Syndicalist The_unrest。 

Four mills in the Colne Valley were on strike。

The strikers were unorganised and sectional but

evoked widespread support throughout the rest Of

the Valley。

Spinners and piecers at C。and J。Hurst of

Sunny Bank Mi1ls,Longwocod came out for an

extra 2 and 5 shillings a week,their Pre~

vious wages being 23 and 25 shillings a week。

wrhe Norker“put it 1ike this: “There is

nothing to be said against an attempt to im-

Prove on Such paltry Pay for Skilled work「

done in greasy,heated rooms with artificial
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hasty striking has been the union「s task a11

along.。 This is made more difficult nOw。

NWhat with the cost of 1iving being 258 6d a Week

more than it was When the agitation itself Was

started and what with the extra Work turned

out,the men「s demands are modesty “

June 9th 1910

“The employers in the Colne Valley seem to have

missed their mark this time and are iding for

a serious trades dispute.“

In fact the TeazerS and Fettlers dispute was

settled Without a fight; the Board of Trade

intervened and the original employers demands

which would have split the Teazers and Fettlers

Union were shelved; a Md advance on normal time

1 on overtime and a 55% hour Week Were eXtY一

acted from the “Valley Tyrants「“。 But the anger

of the unskilled teazers,Who were htghly union-

ized,was to spill over into other disputes「 in-

volving less unionized workers。 The local SOC-

ialist newspaper, “The Norker“ , Said,

wThe employers know that if the Teazers and

Pettlers get a measure of justice 1arger Sec~

tions will be emboldened to put in a Plea for

their rights。 We might as well fight it in the

beginning.“

Before looking at the disputes in more detail

we should consider social and economic condi~

三ions Which existed at that time in the Colne

In 1907,at the -time of the election of Victor

Grayson,earnings in the local textile trades

were known to be 10-~20$ higher than Lancashire

or other West Yorkshire textile areas。

Unionization amongst the teazers WaS 65$, amang

weavers 25$。 But it was not strong unionization

that gave the area its lead but its quality

cloths。 Plentiful overtime boosted earnings。

On top of the 55X% hour week up to 12 hours Over~

time was worked,often paid at the Same hour1Y

rate of ar6und 5Q Per hour。 From 1907,Hudders~
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field textile workers had pressed for uniform

Pay for all grades in piecework extFa holidays,

including a week at the local celebration Cf

“Honley Feast「,as well as extra Fates for over-

time with a view to reducing its cccurence and

reducing local unemployment then running at

about 9咕 。

The election victory of the Socialist,Victor

Grayson,in June 1907 had been an incomplete

one. Although there was strong support in the

unions,and the unions were often insurrection~-

ary in their demands,a ConsCious Class struggle

perspective had not been Put Grayson「s

support Primarily l1ay in the cultural Crganiza~

tions of the Colne Valley Socialist League Iat~-

her than in the struggles of the trade unions。

This fact and the 1907-1909 depression in the

valleys led to earnings falling to levels below

those of other textile areas* Yet no increases

were conceded by the Valley Tyrants。Until 1910

there had been no general increase inwages loc-

ally for 37 years, a time in which Prices had

risen by 17$。 Clear1y an explosion was around

the Corner。

From 1909 on,Grayson,E.J.B、R1len,Fred Shaw

and Tom Mann,among others,began to reach 1ocCal

people with their ideas of class struggle,Ind-

ustrial Unionism and social revolution that had

been lacking before,and this was welcome amid

simmering discontent on wages,holidays and

Housing in the Colne Valley was a disgrace and

remains so to this day.。 Much of it was under

the tutelage of the big textile manufacturers

who also tried to control their workforces 「

1ives further by organizing holidays around

“Mi11 Treats“ .

E
e
e

Rents had been raised by the bosses tvo and
three times in ten years from up
to 608。 If tenants complained at this or
unsanitary housing conditions they were often
forced to“flit“by the boss or landlord。

Repairs were neglected by the landlords unti1
they were absolutely necessary。 Even then
they were often followed by rent rises。On top

this,when houses became Vacant,applicants

were“falling over each other“to get in; and

usually at a higher rent than before.

。

The

only solution offered by the revolutionary Soc~-

ialists (as Labour were Calledj was to wait On

council elections to start the Slcw task Of

procuring l1and and building up council house

stock。 oday these council houses suffer the

same neglect and fear of eviction on complalnt

as any Valley Tyrant could impose.

Finally,in the wake of Grayson「s election in

1907 the Worsted and Woollen Manufacturer「“S

Rssociation had put it「s house in order。 80$

of Valley ftrms were in this organisation

which had a fund to aid it「s member firms in

strikes,and blacklisted any firms that broke

the common front against strikers。 It was

generally in favour of tariff reform。,Mhile

the Parliamentary socialists“support based

on religious and cultural organisations (in

Clubs,Churches,educational,musical and

social events) ,immediately the election was

over,the manufacturers began to Show that

their strength was in determined class

struggle。 R wave of victimization against

Known socialists swept the Valley,Continu-

ing until 1910 when“speed ups“were added to

the offensive。 Rround tvo hundred socialists

were forced to move to other areas for jobs。

The bigger manufacturers 1ike Crowther 「S

sponsored the Northern Union Football League

against the Football Rssociation (a more

democratic organisation) in an attempt to

secure control over working class sport and

leisure。

In 1910 boom returned to the Valley「“s textile

industry,and with it the opportunity to get

back at the Valley Tyrants in October of that

Year-

“French leave“ was one of the actions of

sabotage pioneered by workers in the French

Syndicalist C.G.T。 union。 It amounted to

leaving work often en-mass to take holidays

the employers otherwise would not have gran~-

ted。In October 1910 Honley Feast,a Carni~-

val at which association football was Played ,

together with the Fartown football matches,

brought 42 summonses aqainst workers for

French leave。The summonses were to Show to

the police why the workers should not Pay fines

for absenting themselves from work without .per~-

mission。

French leave was described 1ike this by“the

Norker“:“Rs a result of the belated but beau~-

tiful fine summer weather at Honley Feast aided

by attFactive football fixtures at Fartown the

servitude in the compounds was more than .

usually uninviting and hundreds of operatives
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took French leave。In some Ccases they asked

permission,and hinted at taking it if it was

not granted but in cases where they Were Cer~-

tain

_

of refusal they just disappeared.“

French leave was tin fact an 0ld Customary right

that the manufacturers were trying to stamp

out。 Fifty summonses two years Previous1y had

failed to do the trick and now in the wake f

Qirect action for more holidayS (One week was

demanded for Honley Feast) the Fine Cloth

Manufacturers ARssociation Summonsed the textile

union officials to negotiate for 13 days a. year

holiday. However,there was also some talk Of a

lockout in the employers“association。

In passing it must be noted that the Socialist

Party Paper editorial condemmed the leave as an

out of date custom「 irresponsible and disorgan-
ising to the social machine-

TVpical of another charge was that it was divi~-

sive of the working class。This charge Was to

be levelled again against the stormy October

unrest of the unorganised textile workers。

Syndicalist The_unrest。 

Four mills in the Colne Valley were on strike。

The strikers were unorganised and sectional but

evoked widespread support throughout the rest Of

the Valley。

Spinners and piecers at C。and J。Hurst of

Sunny Bank Mi1ls,Longwocod came out for an

extra 2 and 5 shillings a week,their Pre~

vious wages being 23 and 25 shillings a week。

wrhe Norker“put it 1ike this: “There is

nothing to be said against an attempt to im-

Prove on Such paltry Pay for Skilled work「

done in greasy,heated rooms with artificial

 



 

1light when humans should be abed: but the ˇ
blame lies in the fact that While the emp-
Ployers are in a strong union,not a single one
of the men is.“

0f these men, 24 were sacked and subsequent1y
black1isted by the employers「“ association
whose members each sent two men to replace
those sacked 。

Narpers near town “threw down work“in ear1y
October 1910、 R11 “The Norker“could say about
them was:

“These sentimental spasms are not exhibitions
of strength but of foolishness.“

Rt another mill a Section of overtime workers
wanted the increase of the Teazers and
Fettlers,but Said “The Norker“ they should “go
about it in the same way as them“,that is ˇ
through the union officials。

Rt Linthwaite orgartized piecers picketed out~-
side Blackrock Mills against speedup and redun-
dancies。These men in a union were Protesting
against the redundancies as wrongful dismissal
of half their number。A11 the men were sacked
outright。

It turned out that between three and four
hundred men and women had taken French leave
at Honley Feast。 The local 1abour
s1ammed these People when it should have
been supporting them、 42 of them were Eined
12 shillitngs each ,more than half a week“s
wages, by the magistrates

。

In “The Norker“
It Said,“They knew that two sections of
workers had handed in nottces , thereby
tempting the employers「 association into a
general l1ockout which would have left the
workforce without public sympathy or support.“
Even n the heyday of Labour “public opinion“
told.。 Some of the men who had tendered not~-
Ices Played football against a Wall in ful1
View of their

。

This was described as
“provoking “ .

Most of the French leave and several of the

strikes were against Crowthers of Milnsbridge,

the biggest .employer in the area with three

mills。this was one of the best Paying firms。

“The Worker“had this to say about the rank and

file strikes of 1910: “Rescuing the submerged
employees from the swamp [1ike those in the
Colne Valley] is infinitely superior to Pin~-
Pricks for the employers, and the union should
Seek to encourage one and to vehement1ly stamp
out the other.“

And yet French leave had brought the holiday
question to prominence and together with the
Teazers and Fettlers“dispute brought the
Valley to near lockout in which all workers
would have been involved.

What was the employers“「view of the unrest?
A liberal employer in the Woollen Manufact-
urers“Rssociation wrote to “The Norker“
Pleading for trades unionism and trade union
Officials to control the outbreaks、HOwever ,
he did point out that in the case of the ini~
tial occurrence of the strikes that they were
Purely sectional.. He thereafter noted that the
Employers“ARssociation had adopted the attitude

工 4

of “hit one「 hit all.“The valley was on the
brink of a general social war。 The weavers
were likely to come out and provoke the lock~
out。The employees further said that the best
employers were in favour of bringing the low-
est wages up to the highest in their firms
obviously to Put the worst firms out of busi~-
ness。 Finally he went on to say that strikes
of the management themselves trying to raise
their wages to other「s levels were irrespon~-
sible in the same way aS the socialist Party
PapeF had Said。If trade unions could not con~
trol the workers the officials should be rep-
laced with those who could。So much then for
the employers、The unrest of 1910 petered out
with 10-~158 rises all round and negotiations for
13 days of holiday including Honley Feast。The
strikes had been _Successful .

The Syndicalists。

There were four major syndicalist activists in
the Colne Valley area; Wi11iam Thompson of
Marsden who wrote for “The Norker“,wrote two
biographies of Victor Grayson,then moved off
with Grayson to edit a South Wales Socialist
newspaper; Fred Shaw of Lindley Who Was 4
secretary of the Huddersfield Industrialist Leagque

and later joined the Communist Party; Victor
Grayson,himself M.P。for Colne Valley,began
moving towards anarcho~syndicalism from 1909;
.and EJB。Rllen whom I Wil1 concentrate On as
he was the most promineht of the local syn-
dicalists of the time。Tom Mann will1 also be
mentioned as he was in regqular contact with the
area。

R1len was originally a member 0f the British
Rdvocates of Industrial Unionism in 1907 and
waS editor of their paper 「 the “Industrial
Unionist“。 He was pragmaticall1y anti-par1ia-
mentary「 holding that, “Unity Shouid come in
the workshops first.“ In 1908 he was expe11-
ed from the BAIU Eof his stance on par1ia~

In the _Split he took six Lon-
don branches, the Tredegar branch and a _num~-
ber of contacts with him、 He Prompt1ly Set
up _the Industrialist League , himself becoming
national organiser and the “Industrialist“
newspaper was 1aunched。 The “Industrialist“
waS Printed by the shop assistants「“ union。
In December-January 1908-9 he moved to Honley
In the Colne Valley constttuency。 His cont~

whom he appearS to have stayed,was
Tom CarteFf,a Labour councillor

。

Both Carter
and A1len became

_

prominent Graysonites ,thurn-
Ing Honley into the centre of support for
GraySon「s Class StFugg1le par1liamentary move-
ment。 R1len joined the local socialist C1ub
and was given Space in “The Norker“to exp-
1ain Syndicaltst tdeas、In October and Novem-
ber 1908 he spoke in _Chicago with _Malatesta
and Rocker at the Charlotte Street Club at
the Haymarket Commemoration。

There was indeed a strong anarchist tendency in

the Industrialist Leagque which Allen was Part

of。Immediately in the Huddersfield area he

began his agitation。 In October 1909 he took on

a Seven day tour of the area speaking on“Anti-
Patrictism“and the role of violence in

revolution and Social change。He Spoke to Crowds

of up to 400 and was described as“a full~ ,

blooded extremist reminiscent of Tom Mann.“He

c
t
e
i

lived in RPril 1912,a Prominent
writer,publicist,and organiser though expe1lleQd
from the Industrialist Leagque in 1910 for his
Part in helping Victor Grayson「S election Cam-
Paign. He continued to write and and Speak for
“The Worker,“the“Fndustrialist“and the“Ind-
ustrial Syndicalist “ n Rpril 1912 the third of
a series of his articles dqid not appear in “The,
WNorker“and Allen qisappeared。The key to his
disappearence may be the.second article which
ended with a clarion Ccall for revolution in the
middle of the 1912 national miners“strike when

there were Perhaps 100,000 syndicalists in :
Britain。、It went: “We shall wipe out all
vestiges of the institutions of class domin-

ination. Ne are making 「a Class revolution。By
the direct and forcible expropriation of the
capitalist and 1andlord class,and the Various
institutions that they have built up to safe-
guard their interests,we shall have estab-
1ished social; political; and economic equal~
ity。

“Freedom we shall take . Equality be assured.

Fraternity made Possible.

cannot be a gift1“ 「

This ts an open dec1laration of war made in the
mountitng unrest _of 1910-15.、It is not too m&ek
to say that it was premature and may have cost
him his 1tfe to the secret services: .B。
R1len was one Of the foremost theorists in the
wor1d anarchist movement。 It is one of the
continued mysteries of the movement that no-one
has resolved let alone interpreted his disapp~
earance EFom the scene of the syndicalist un-
Fest。
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At the ttme of the Valley unrest of 0ctober
1910,om Mann came back to_ the _constituency
where he had been a Par1iamentary candidate
n the 1890「s。He came preaching social revol-
ution。 The valleys were in “turmoil“ he said-
Never had the workers had such a. chance t
Increase their wage above the widespread pov~
erty level of 30 shillings a week and prepare
themselves for the coming showdown。 He talked
of capitalist combines such as the Noollen
Manufacturers「“ Association whitch were organised
to a tee

_

against the workerS。 The wokers must
organise themselves to the same degree of
Perfection and join trade unions .

Up to 1000 workers took qirect action in 1910,
recovering from the spate of victimitzatitons
which had followed the 1907 Grayson Victory .
Holidays,hours, and wages wer fought over and
favourable agreements won。 Action Spread
throughout the

_

various grades of mi11workers
although many sti11 wanted to maintain wage

.differentials。 The need for a general unionl
Lo match the

_

employers「 organization Came _out

of the 1910 unrest and the Textile Union began

to gFowW with the need for unified action.
Syndicalist action triumphed and its ideas
began to spread through the Huddersfie1ld area.

In 1914 the ctaet Labourers“ Strike broke out ,
only to be cut short by the war of 1914~18 。
The poorest of the workers in_the Colne Valley
had begun to direct action for themselves , and
to build the general union

Rs in many areas of the country Ethe 1abour un-

rest of 1910-14 was clear1y heading for a Show-

down with the capitalists, and had not Ehe war

Intervened there was the real possibility of a

geneFal strike in

_

which syndicaltst ideas and

tactics may have been predominant。

七 。Hepworth.

FOOTNOTE.

This is the first article in what we hope

will be an ocCcassional series reClaiming

the history of working-clas8 strugg1e In

various localities. We hope groups or in-

dividuals will be able to research and

document such activities in their areas

and we look forward to publishing their

accounts 。

Of course,an essential aspect of history

is that we not on1y rec1aim and give

Prominence to many obscured events and

people,but that we draw relevant con~-

clusions and lessons provided by that

history and experience。

Hopefully,Catalyst can provide these

important perspectives,and we Can learn

and adjust to the theory and practice

derived from the cl1a$s struggle Over time.、

Maybe,at the Same time,wWe Can re~

emphasise another anarchist tradition-

that of self-education and accessible

theory。
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PRISON-

A WOMANS

PERSPECTIVE,

Rt any one time there are approximately 1600
women in are largely out-of-~the
way and hidden from the rest of society,in
Places enshrined in secrecy、No persons Cant
work within a Prisbn without first signing
the Official Secrets Act and no health offi-
cers,fire officers or safety officers are
allowed to inspect inside or regulate condi-
tions。

Male prisoners suffer under the Same Ccond~
itions,the same rules and regulations,mainly
as a Qirect result of class and racist preju-
dice。WNomen suffer further because of prevail~-
ing sexist views。

Race,Class and gender are the basis of myths
Put about as an answer aS to Why women turn t
Crime,and extends into the courts,more women
being remanded for medical reports and a
greater niunber of women being imprisoned for
minor offences than men关

The various myths as to Why women become Ccrim-
inals are not only blatantly sexist but also
anmusing; women being failures in their suppo-
Sedly natural female role; or a biblically
based superstition that women are a Source of
evil; women in a bid to gain 1iberation inevi~-
tably turn to crime; or,simp1y,they are
mentally i11. The blame is Placed with indi~-
vidual women,, it is them that should change
rather than scciety with its resrictive and
exploitative roles。

These theories could easily be dismissed if it
weren「t for the sad fact that they are often
reiterated in the misogynous minds of judges ,
magistrates and the administration of women「S
Prisons。Rlthough women who break the l1aw Come
from many different backgrounds,1ike their
male counterparts it is primarily women from
working~class backgrounds that end up in
Prison.There is no typical woman Prisoner and
there is no tyPical response to imprisonment-
mine is only one。

Prisons are not caring places for the gentle
reform of their residents。The female prison
regime is more rigid than in a men「S Prison due
to the view that most women are maladjusted ,
Childlike and need strict discipline and cons-
tant surveillances。 Prison officers can wield
great Power as interpreting rules and regula~-
tions is left very much in their hands。Prison

. Officers Predominantly hold views which distin-
16 。

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

guish between people because of gender,Class
OK faCE。

Once in Prison,you are made to feel totally 木 |
Powerless。You are.without the structures that 1
Outside would steer your 1ife。Instead there is
a tangle of petty rules and regulations,of
which many serve no further Purpose than to
make people feel frustrated and
suffer the agony of children left outside,yet
at the same time are made to feel guilty of
their “neglect.「

The first sights of Prison will be the recep-
tion wing,the epitome of the prison system。
You spend hours sitting around in a towe11ing
dressing gown。Many women at this stage are in
a state of Shock or numbness,stil1 trying to
take in the future。You are stripped of every-
thing,clothes,jewelry and self-respect。R11
Your Possessions are 1aid out in front of you,
whilst a screw marks them down on your prop-
erty Card。

R11 this takes place in a large office with
Several screws in。They don「t take much notice
you「re just another number and anyway they re
keen to get home to their No one tells you
What to do,you just get shunted around,one
corner for fingerprints,another for the nurse-
Then they say “right drop your dressing~gown
arms in the air and give us a twir1.“WNhat have
you left to lose? Many women learn to cope with
strip-searching because they have to,because
it isn「t going to stop til1 they leave。There 入
-

is no Valid reason for it,it is used only as a 7
way to make women feel humiliation,to fee1

vulnerable。It is a power that can too easi1y
be abused。 }

Getting through a sentence depends gqreat1y on
how a person reacts to the Various situations;
the feeling of total isolation,the wind-~ups

and provocation by screws,the boredom and even
the institutionalisation。

Prison can feel so lonely。0ften,Conversations
don「t get past the“How are you doing,stage。

It takes a While to build up a trusting friend-
ship~ you hear so much Dullshit inside。But
again prison has a way of stopping too much
friendship。L.A。 (Lesbian hctvities) is a

reportable offence,another way to ensure Women
stay within their socially defined hetrosexual
FOle。

So often women feel anger and frustration many
times in response the attitudes and comments

of screws。SCrews telling you what「s in a

letter before you「ve had the opportunity to

read it。Comments on the Cclothes you wear-。

Comments on the friends,family who come to

visit。They seem to enjoy their position of

Power ower women「s 1ives that have been 1laid
open for inspection.

Women in closed prisons will spend on average
22 hours each day in their cel1。 Each day there
is the same routine- the same endless scrubbing
floors,scrubbing anmay the non-existent dirt。
But you do adapt to a routine,you learn to
Pass the time。For some women,Such an unequal
society outside can mean that prison will pro-

. vide the only psychological and physical she1l-
ter Where they have ant credit or Positive
identity. Institutionalisation is not a passive
Process but something that is actively done to
the Prisoner。

WNomen「s closed prisons are often thought of as
sSedate boarding~school type Places。This is a
myth。Violence plays its part often as the re-
Sult of the high degree of tension or wind-ups
by the Screws。 Sometimes women turn this

ˇfrustration and anger onto themselves。 Unable
to hit back,or for fear of the reprisals ,
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women wil1 “cut-up.“Using anything at hand
from pins「 to the edge of beds to cause the most
horrific mutilations。They don「t receive much
Sympathy. Holloway「“s CL,the psychiatr扬 wing,
is used as a constant threat to those woment
Who“misbehave.“For women who fight back and
express their anger,it is not uncommon for
them to spend a few days sampling Cl。This
wing,referred to as the “muppet wing「,is the
Place Where women are taken Who are considered
too Violent for psychiatric hospitals、It is a
Soul-destroying place,but Eor the visiting
inmate it is a none too subtle reminder of the
Vulnerability of her mental
this possible madness is the excuse for her
animal behaviour?

When threats don「t work to keep an inmate con~-
forming,then drugs will do,from forcib1ly
given injections,to easily prescribed anti-
depressants cr sleeping~pills。So many women
take something to blot out what「s around,or
to make 1ife more interesting、It「s yet another
way 0f controlling women。

For too long People in Prison,especial1y
women,have been ignored。No news is ever pub-
lished of riots in Holloway,nor do the
incidents of injury,self-inflicted or other,
appear in the media。 People don「t want to
accept that women can be criminals too.

Ne should not adopt an out-of-sight-out-of-mind
attitude。Nhilst prisons exist we should be
supporting and helping the women inside who are
Paying the price for the inequality that pre-
Vaitls outside。

 

Two books from which this article has mainly
been Ccompiled:

Breaking the Silence. A full,excellent report
with Rersonal experiences and recommendations
available free Erom 

Women「s Equality Group,
London Strategic Policy Unit,
Room 401,
MidQdlesex House,

20,Vauxhall Bridge Road ,

London,SW1V 2SB.

CEiminal

W
o
m
e
n

by Pat Carlen,Jenny Hicks ,
Josie 0「Dwyer,Diana Christina,Chris
Tchaikovsky,Pub。Polity Press。

Personal experiences of women involved in
crime and their experiences of prison.
e

* A recent report by NACRO found that impri~-

Soned women have fewer previous convictions

than men。 13$ of those sent to gaol had

previously clean criminal records,and an~

other 20$ had only one or two Previous con-

victions, On1ly 40$ of women remanded in

Custody are later gaoled compared to 638

of males。They also found that the .Rrop-

ortionate use of imprisonment for women

had more than doubled in the past 10 years.
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Revolutionar7y strategy in the downturn-

the bankrupltcy of the Socialist Workers Party-.

In the recent general election the SNP「“s Rlex

Callinicos asserted,“The only Way Out is to

break with electoralism altogether,to cease

to make votes a criterion of sucess,and in-

stead to focus on the conciousness and com-

bativity of workers themselves「 (International

Socialism,Winter 1987) 。Infact,however,this

(correct) statement totally contradicts the

SNP「s pathetic“vote 1abour,but....“Call

and its entire strategy during the 1ast

five years。

 

In 1982 the SNP disbanded its National Rank

and File Movement,Callinicos arguind (I.S。

Rutum 1982) that the SWP had been substitution-

ist「 in its attempts to maintain it。 This Pin-

points the SNP「“s ideological weakness。If you

recognise yourself as part of the workind

class then to attempt to hold together Some

sort of rank and file base in the face of ad-

versity is not “substitutionist“but a necessity

as long as it is done with full recognition of

the reality of the situation。 Nhat is substitut~-

ionist is the ideology that says “the party「 is

the brain of the class - therefore it must be

Preserved until the upturn Comes。

To insulate Ourselves from the struggle in the

bresent period of difficulty will1 ensure nothing

but our irrelevance to the clasSs。 The SNP can

offer workers in struggle nothing but an explan-
ation of why they will lose.They thus contribut
to the“downturn“ - as the only may to reverse
this is to increase workers「self confidence-
This can only be done by the example that it
ts possible to fight and through the winning
of victories,which means fighting now what-
ever the odds。Ne must fight without i11usions
and explain strategies for victory - but never~-
theless stand with that minority of the Class
who are prepared to fight now ~ whatever the
Conseduences。

The SNP repeat endlessly the need to take
economics onto the political plainx Anarcho~

syndicalism is the on1ly revolutionary ideo1-

ogy which effectively does this,because it

also takes politics onto the economic plain.

The stregnth of anarcho-syndicalism 1ies, in

the duality of ideology and practice ~ not a

blurring of the two but a concious marriage。

Ideology must flow out of practice,and then

be used as theistrategy for further activity

(thus constantly testing it) rather than

enshrining it as correct but nevertheless

useless. We wil1 not fool workers about their

chances of victory in the present period,but

we will not contribute to their demoralisation.

Only honest solidarity wil1 get us anywhere。

Chris,SW London。
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CHANGES IN EMPLOYMEMNT PATTERMNS

In 1979,when _Margaret Whatcher came to power ,
many eminists predicted that this would result
tn women being driven back nto the home, and
that this would be a majof Eactor in _worsening
women「s 1ives。 For eXample , n 1983, in Marx-
Sm Today“ 工 t was pFedicted that the govern-
ment「s plan for job sharing would severely
affect women1S employment _opportunities、。 What
this approach to realize was the extent
to which womenl「s employment patterns already
fitted the needs of capital .

More and more Women have actual1y joined the
1abour force in recent yearS。 608 of women in
Britain _now workK。 In September 1986 women con-
stituted 458 _of the total workforce ,while men「s
share of_the job mazket dec1ined between 1979
and 1986 by 3$, a drop of 1.5 million jobs . (1)
R recent Manpower Services Commission report
shows that 40$ _of new jobs in the year ending
March 1987 went to female part-time workers ,
110,000 jobs being fi1led by women part-timers ,
and only 221000 _going to men。 (21

Despite all this evidence,femintsts stit11 de-
pict women primarily as housewives whose major
ole s8 the servictng of men _and the production
of children; they have ignored the massive im-
pact that paid working has made On

_

women 「5
1ives。 This inability to adequately access
reality is not mere coincidence - the failure
of feminism to adapt to these fundamental em-
bloyment developments is tn fact a direct re-
sult of the theoretical basis of reformist
feminism。 It has not attempted to analySe the
Interrelation between women 「S oppression,the
family and employment; 士nstead feminists havVe
concentrated hpon and Priortttsed women「s
Personal experiences 。

Feminism has failed to adopt a Class analysis ,
instead it sees a11 women「S experiences aS
equally important,whether they are those of a
suburban housewife,a factory worker or a fe-
male professional。 In such an analysis

_

class
becomes submerged under the belief that al1
women suffer the same oppression and thus that

all have the same interest in fighting against
this oppression. Feminism,by adopting a Plur-
alist theory,where class becomes just another
vehicle for struggle,not on1y fails to realise

the true nature of women“ 0PPression and how
it ts an integrated aspect of capitaltsm, but

also lacks any strategy Eor winntng, Genuine

working class women who become involvyed in the

reformist feminist movement become demoralitsed
aS a

Because feminism has never _concentrated On the

workp1ace, feminists have ailed to understand

the extent to which women “sS employment has be~

come an tntegrated part of capitalism。 Because

women are oppressed it was thought that women

were bound to be more affected by economic Fe

cession than men were。 It wasn t Seen that the

government does not want to upset business by

forcing one of its most pltant workforces back

Into the home..

Women now provide capitaltsm with a cheap and
51lexible source of l1abour 。 For several Feasons
women are adaptable to the Specific needs of
capitalism; particular1y they aze suited to
Part-time working because of their child-rear~
Ing duties, and Part-time workers now constit~-
utes 258 of the total workforce。 (3) 。 RS far
as the state is concerned the _growth in the
number of women working has not created any
additional demands on state SeFvices as the
majority of working class women rely on their
Eami1y Lo do the

_

Child Care 。

The type of work which .women tend to do is
main1y in the service sector (748 of women who
work,work in thits sector (4)) which has seen
an 88 growth between 1979 and 1986。 Nozk in
service industries tends to be un-unionised,
difficult to organise,and therefore conditions
tend to be poor and wages are kept 10w。

So 608$ of women now work (5) ,but the type of
work women

_

do ts very much restricted。 In a
survey in 1983 it was Fevealed that 608 of fe~-
male manual workers were _confined to hairdreSs-
Ing,cleaning “and catering,whilst 64$ of non-
manual Eemale workers were restitcted to Sales
o clerical work。 (61

The effect that employment has had On women 「5
1ives cannot be overlooked by anyone who is
serious about analysing women「s oppression。 Rs
women have again

_

become a Seeming1y permanent
Part of the workforce , ideas about women _work-
ing have changed、。 Nomen「“s attitudes are alte-
ed substantially by whether

_

Or not Ethey work 。
R housewife is much more 1ikely to believe
that a woman「s Place is in the home than wou1d
a woman worker。 Men too are 1ikely to have a
less reactionary attitude about women

_

worKing
if their partnerS work。 Capitalism “put women
Into the workforce for its own ends but in so
doing it has sttmulated a trend Which under-
mines social structures and ideologies which
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_
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aS a
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Into the home..
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capitalism; particular1y they aze suited to
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Eami1y Lo do the

_

Child Care 。
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tend to be poor and wages are kept 10w。
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_
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manual Eemale workers were restitcted to Sales
o clerical work。 (61
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_

become a Seeming1y permanent
Part of the workforce , ideas about women _work-
ing have changed、。 Nomen「“s attitudes are alte-
ed substantially by whether

_

Or not Ethey work 。
R housewife is much more 1ikely to believe
that a woman「s Place is in the home than wou1d
a woman worker。 Men too are 1ikely to have a
less reactionary attitude about women

_

worKing
if their partnerS work。 Capitalism “put women
Into the workforce for its own ends but in so
doing it has sttmulated a trend Which under-
mines social structures and ideologies which

   



 

have been used to weaken the working class。 A
fact direct1y related to this is the Varying
amount of housework women

_

do depending on whet-
her or not they work outside the home。 Hus-
bands or partners are more 1ikely to share in
the housework if their partners work。 Whi1e
women Still bear the brunt of privatized repro-
duction in the family ,and are

_

still seen as
responsible for housework, even if their part~
ners “help“ them,women「s traditional role in
the family is being partiall1y negated as wo~-
men1「s newer role aS workers causes Some _of the
1oad of housework to be redistributed to other
memberS of Ethe Eami13y -

The type _of work and the ttmes that women are
able to work ts tied total1y to Whether or
not a woman has cht1Qdren。 Part-time _work
accounts for 448 of all the work that women
do: (7) 。 Nurseries,when available are gear-
ed for the most part to women _on1y working
part-time hours、 If women work then they
miust work that Eits tn around their
childcare duties 。

The repercussions of women being restricted
to certain types of work are Substantial 。
Even with equal pay 1egitslation women have
never received higher than 75$ of the male

average wage {8) 。 The key factor Which en~-
Sures women 「s nfertor tncome s that women
are ghettoised in low paid jobs、 This phen-
omenon is as true in the age of high-tech
science

_

as it was in the dayS of their mass
employment in the_cotton mi11s 。 58$ of women
Vho Solely with

_

other womeni
848 of men
_

Who work , work Only with Other
men。 “Nomen_are

_

Paid less per _hour than_men
because they Predominate in low Paid work;
and it s _not only in the hour1y rate that
women suffer。 Frequent1ly women
_

work where
there 王 8 no _holiday pay , no _Sick pay , no
Pensions,no access to bonus Systems 「,over~
titme oF shift pay
,

and this is especial1y
true _of part-time worK .
Part-ttmers rarely have the same legal emp-
loyment Fights as ful1-~timezrs、 Part-timers
who work between 8 and 16 hours a week only
get full legal employment rights when they
have worked conttnuous1ly for the same employ-
er for more than ive years。 This
_

obvious1y
discriminates agatnst Women who 三 aKe ime
off to have chtldren. The recent repeal of
1egislation Fequtring employers to re-employ
Women af 七eF mateFnty 1eave , and the abo1i-
tion of the maternity grant, are a1Sao attacks
con women “S ightS at WoFkK 。 These attacks
must be seen tn the Context Of Ethe state「5
strategy to create an un~uniontsed, mobile
and cheap workforce; high unemp1oyment and
antt-trade union 1egtslation are Other asp~
ects of this strategy 。

Feminitsts were correct when they Predicted
that a Tory government would attack women at
work; thts they have done, but the motive was
not to Qrive women back tnto the home, but
rather to weaken their economic posititon as
workers , helping to create a more comp]iant
workforce。 Noman have been the Speciftc tar~-
get of certain attacks。 The way that Cuts
n the NHS has affected women s a good eX-

ample of thts。 Not on1y do women make up
808 of the workforce in the health service
and thus are going to be direct1y affected by

cuts and privatisation Plans, but women are
more affected by the drive Etowards “care in
the

_

community“。 Patients who were once the

responsibiltiy of the state, for example the
elder1y,are being sent back into the commun-
tty. This puts the burden of care back into
the family and ultitmately On women。

Nomen are also great1y affected by the state 「s
offensive on the we1lfare beneftts system。
Many women, especially stngle Parents , are
forced to rely on supplementary benefit,etc;

benefits cuts are forcing more and more women
Into poverty traps -

Nomen「s conditions at work and the wages they

are 1ikely to receive are directly related to
workers militancy 、 Nages and conditions have“
only ever been improved by workers Eighting
to improye Very often women Work in

areas Where it is difftcult for them to _org-
anise and be milittant。 丶 good example of
this is tn the health

_

service,where nurses
are portrayed not as workerS but aS Caring

professionals - the Florence Nightingale

Syndrome Because of this nurses tend not

to be militant ,are not PFepared to take
effective strike action, and theFefore their

wages Stay 104。

The trade unions haye begun to realtze the
changes which are taking Place in employment
Patterns: the growth in part-time work, the
Increastng number of jobs in the Service sec~-
tor,and the increasing importance of women

 

to employers。 In the battle to new

embers (necessary since 7UC membershitp _has

fallen from 11.5 millton in 1979 to 9.5 mil1-

ion in 1985 .) “NUPB has reduced sub-

scription rates for part-timers。 At the UC

conference in 1987, attracting newW membeFs ,

especially in growth areas,was high up on

the agenday and a motion_by the TGNU stress~

ing the need for recxuitment tn these areas

was passed unanimous1y。 0f course these

areas

_

Where employment gFowth has taken P1ace

are not necesSaFi1ly areas Where unton organ~

tsation ts 1tkely。 Bmployers in fast food

jotnts and hairdressers for tnstance are f-

ten notoriously 。 Rnother Problem

ts the high staff turnover rate in such areas -

In hotel and cateFing work for example, 1ess

than of workers stay in a job for

even「one year。 Because worker5 in the Priv-

ate service Sector tend to work in scattered

units under qirect management Superyision

union organisatton is made Very Qifficult。

Rs we have seen many areas Where WOment wok

are un-unionised and difficult to organise ,

but even in jobs where there is an establish-

ed union,women who want to

_

become active

find that they have many PFoblems。 In many

union branches sexist attitudes prevail which

can issuade women from becoming involyed。

Coupled with this is the fact that mans union

meetings are held outside of working hours 1

and no childcare faci1ities are proyided; it

ts near1y impossible for many Women to Partt

一

cipate 。

0f course there are no easSy Soluttons to any

of these problems。 A reyolutionary

of women「s oppression Sees that women 「s op-

Pzession can on1y be destroyed by smashing

its material base - Which 8 But

at the _Same time Fevolutionaries must be , act-

tve in Eighting reactionary attitudes Ln the

here and now。 Nhere women

_

are prevented

becoming active in the cl1ass stFug9g1e, wheth~

er it be because of lack of chtldcare fEaci1i~-

ties or because of the sexist attitudes of

male activists , Fevolutitonaries have a Very

clear role: We must be tn the forefront of

fighting for condititons which positive1y

encourage womenl to become active。

As revolutitonaries we must be _able to draw

the_correct conclusions from the changes

that have taken place concerning women「S emp-

1oyment。 The majority of women in Britain

toaay are not merely housewives; the majority

now work and this has clear1y affected Women「s

1ives。 To ignore these fundamental changes

is madness。 It is a trap Ehat the fEeminist

movement has fallen tnto and one Ehat Fevolh~

tionaries must avotd、。 The classic feminist

critique of working class polttics - that a

male-~dominated working Cclass canrot 1tberate

women through revolutionary strugg1e because

women are not truly part of that class - can

be swept aside by the evyidence that Nomen are

now a cructal Sector of the workforce。 The

phenomenon of women being solated in the

home away from productiop, s disappearing

with these shifts in employment Patterns 。

R11 this should put us in a far strongeF Pos~-

ition to argue with reformist Eeminists , When

they stress the need for & P1uralist strate9g3y 。

By realizing our strengths「,by readi1y anal-

ysing change,by beitng n the forefront of

fighting sexism,we can encourage more Momen

into the revolutionary Struggle。

Notes 。 
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On the 27th January 1987,after a long 士 11nesSs ,

the Swiss revolutionary Clara Thalmann died at

her hbme on the outskirts Of Nice tn the South

Of France。

 

Clara Thalmann (nge Ensner) was born at Base] ,

Switzerland, n 1910。 WaS one of ten chi1d-

  

ren from a working C 5 《ami 1y、。 Her father was

 

German and had rated to Switz

 

ationalist,he op-

 

aS a Socialtst and an tntel

Posed conscription ft

In 1870。

man war agalnst

  

  

e of committed social~

 

ara grew Up in at

st actiVtEy。 1ife,inf luenced by the

  

betrayal of Social with ts Pro-war

 

attitudeand the

_

Success of the October revolu-

 

tion in Russia In 1 Clara was attracted t0

  

Communism、。 TR the 1920「s when She waS ayoung

working w she ]oi the communist Party and

  

1
worked @n the French communist paper “Humanite .

Scon atter 1 ieath 1 1924,however,the

  

internal struggles within the Ccommunist movement

 

began to be appar 。 The new party leader in

 

Russia,oseph Stalin,systematically strength~-

ened the bureaucratic apparatus at the expense

of the influence of the few remaining revolu~

tionaries within the party. Stalin「s Campaign

also affected the French communist Party.。 It

meant that committed activists 1ike Clara Cou1d

no longer carFy out their political work where

and how they Saw fit,but rather had to

lnstructions from party functionaries。 A Viva-

cious and passionate character 1ike Clara Could

not stand it,and disillusioned,she returned to

Switzerland in 1928、 She immediately joined the

y

Swiss communist party,but did so in order to

fight against Stalinist policies.。 It brought

her close to the adisciples of Leon Trotsky , the

former leader of the Red Arny,now bkanded by

Stalin as a“dangerous agqent of the anti-Soviet

Counter-revolution“

The night that Clara returned from Paris She met

口 young worker from her home town of Basel wbo

had returned that Same day from Moscow mhere he

had spent four years as a student at the Norkers

University、。 He too was Very disillusioned with

 

Clara Zhalma, 1953。

 

Stalinism. His name was Paul (「Pavel“) Thalmann

and it was the start of a 1ife-~long relation~

ship。They were scon expelled from the Party,

but continued to make anti-Stalinist Propaganda ,

cooperating with Trotskyites and left-wing

Communists from Germany .
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Communism、。 TR the 1920「s when She waS ayoung

working w she ]oi the communist Party and

  

1
worked @n the French communist paper “Humanite .

Scon atter 1 ieath 1 1924,however,the

  

internal struggles within the Ccommunist movement

 

began to be appar 。 The new party leader in

 

Russia,oseph Stalin,systematically strength~-

ened the bureaucratic apparatus at the expense

of the influence of the few remaining revolu~

tionaries within the party. Stalin「s Campaign

also affected the French communist Party.。 It

meant that committed activists 1ike Clara Cou1d

no longer carFy out their political work where

and how they Saw fit,but rather had to

lnstructions from party functionaries。 A Viva-

cious and passionate character 1ike Clara Could

not stand it,and disillusioned,she returned to

Switzerland in 1928、 She immediately joined the

y

Swiss communist party,but did so in order to

fight against Stalinist policies.。 It brought

her close to the adisciples of Leon Trotsky , the

former leader of the Red Arny,now bkanded by

Stalin as a“dangerous agqent of the anti-Soviet

Counter-revolution“

The night that Clara returned from Paris She met

口 young worker from her home town of Basel wbo

had returned that Same day from Moscow mhere he

had spent four years as a student at the Norkers

University、。 He too was Very disillusioned with
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Stalinism. His name was Paul (「Pavel“) Thalmann

and it was the start of a 1ife-~long relation~

ship。They were scon expelled from the Party,

but continued to make anti-Stalinist Propaganda ,

cooperating with Trotskyites and left-wing

Communists from Germany .

  



 

1953。
 

In 1936 the German Nazis arranged the big propa~-

ganda show which was the Berlin Olympic Games.

In response,the international revolutionary

movement had organized a workers「 olympics at

Barcelona in Spain。 Clara hitch-hiked south to

take Part。 She went as a Swimmer and as a Swiss

working woman delegate。 But the International

Workers“0lympic Games never took place。

On July 17th 1936 the military coup d「etat

against the Spanish republic led to the out-

break of the civil war which was to last until

1939.。 When Clara arrived at the Spanish border

the anti-fascists had already defeated the

militarist conspirators in much of the country。

She witnessed the enormous social revolution

which was cccuring.。 The Spanish anarchist move-

ment,the biggest working class organization in

Spain at that time,at once confiscated 1arge

estates and factories , transforming them into

Collectives Zun by the workers themselves.。 Soon

almost two~thirds of the land and industry under

the control of Republican forces was collecti-

vised and organized by the anarchists of the _CNT

and the FRI。 Revolutionary committees and mili~-

tias,rather than the state,controlled Politics

and the economy as well as the anti~-fascist

military struggle。

Inspired by these events,Clara at once joined

the anarchist militias of the famous Durruti

columms to fight as a militia~woman at the Rra~-

gon front。 Pavel also came down to fight for

the revolution and joined her。

But all did not go well with the revoltion.

Clara and Pavel were among the first to warn of

anti-revolutionary developments inside the Re-

Publican camp。 Because of their previous exper-

ience of Stalinist politics they at once realiz-

ed the dangers posed to the social revolution by

the Communist Party of Spain (PCEB) 、 Together

with the liberal-bourgeois parties 1ike the

Republican Left (IR) ,the Left Republican Party

of Catalonia (ERC) ,and the middle class tenant

farmers「union (the UDR) ,the communigt PCE de-

fended private property and the existing legal

system。 During the“short summer of anarchy“ in

1936,when the social revolution was “overwhelm-

ingly successful and Powerful,the Spanish comm-

unists did not dare to attack the revolution

openly. Nevertheless the Thalmanns noticed

their dangerous intentions and constant1ly warned

their anarchist comrades。 Rs they report in

their autobiographical “Revolution for Freedom“*

the Stalinists“tactic to compromise the anarch-

tst trend of the revolution was obvious to them.

Under the influence of the Russians,the Spanish

communists Gemanded that the anarchists had to

join the government。 They had two reasons :

firstly they calculated correct1y when they

thought the anarchists would then be more cont~-

rollable,having to carry responsibility for

things which the whole government had decided。

Secondly,the communists,wel1 aware of anarchist

theory,thought that by Persuading anarchists to intervention of a leading member of the Spanish

join a government they would sow the seeds of a Socialist party,they were released。They imm-

sp1lit within the anarchist movement。 The result~- ediately left Spain and travelled to Paris.

ing split in many of the committees enabled the

During the Nazi occupation of France in the

Second World Nar,Clara and Pavel built up a

communists to gain more control。 They gained

further influence once the Soviet Union began to

supp1y quantities of arms to the Republican Small,independent,revolutionary resistance

forces.。 The PCE demanded the dissolution of the ,

militias and the reintroduction of a conventional house for Jewish and revolutionary refugees

hierarchical “People「s Army“in place of the trying to escape。They were never caught 2nd

rank and file organization Of the mi litias .

group in home soon became a Safe-

were able to help many People in this way。

The anarchists,seeking to gain access to bad1y

needed Soviet arms supplies,finally agqreed to

disbanding the militias,but things continued to

After the 1iberation from German Fascism,Clara

and Pavel grew tired of 1ife in Paris and even-

tually moved to the south of France to found

get worse。 In the spring of 1937 the Stalinists an agricultural commune Called “La SErEnaon

turned to direct military aqgression against the the northern outskirts of Nice.。 “La SErEna「

revolution。 Soon became a meeting Place for revolutionaries

from all over the wor1ld.

In May 1937 in Barcelona Communist provocation

1led to fighting between petit-bourgeois Parties

allied with the Stalinists on the one side and

anarchists, EOUM and DGT People on the other-

The fighting left at least 500 dead and 1,000

injured。 Subsequent1ly the anarchists and their

Pavel died there in 1981,and in 1984,thirty

years after its foundation,I went down there

to visit together with a friend of mine。

We were interested in talking to an eyewitness

to the Spanish Revolution,one who was actively

involved in struggle,but were also most inter-

ested in what she thought of Present social and

Political movements

revolutionary Comrades suffered a decisive 1oss

of Political Pewer。Clara and Pavel were fight-

ing with the Rnarehist group“Rmigos de Durruti“

(freinds ef Durruti)

。

ht that time Clara met and

got to knoew George Orwell (“He did not know what

was gotng n .,:and his eyes expressed amazement ,

he had a terrified look.“) who was sitting with his

gun on a Foof close to her barricade.。

Because of their pro~revolutionary Participatioll

in the Barcelona “May Days“,Clara and Pavel had

to go underground in order to escape persecution

by the S.I.M.,the newly formed secret police

organisation of the PCE。They decided to leave

Spain and,some time later,were about to board

a Ship at Barcelona wheh they were recognised,

arrested and taken to one of the SIM「s private

spent several months in Stalinist

 

jails,while friends in Switzerland l1aunched a

campaign to get them out。Finall1y,after the and
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The week we shared with her and the other comm-

unards at “La SErEna“was a time in which we not

only got to know Clara Thalmann the popular rev~-

olutionary,but also got to know her in her

everyday 1ife。Her openminded and 1ively manner

conquered our hearts.It was great When we Spent

a Second week together at the international an-

archist conference at Venice in September 1984.

We had long and interesting Qiscussions on lots

of subjects including: rank & file/ self-

management,strudtures of the anti-nuclear move-

ment,social and political changes in the work-

ing class,imperialist oppression in Northernl

Ireland and the so-called Thid World,the (then)

Miners“Strike in Britainyetc。Clara took a deep

interest in everything、 hs for the urban guerr-

i1la struggles in Nestern Europe,she was frank-

1y sceptical ot their usefulness。She always

maintained that a guerrilla has to act in conn-

ection with a social revolutionary mass move-

ment ~~- militarily and politically、For her a

guerrilla war only made sense if a revolutionary

mass movement already existed、Otherwise the

guerrillas were in danger of developing policies

which the people could not understand and were

also 1ikely to become authoritarian and elitist。

On the other hand she saw very clearly the need

for determined direct action,even if it is

carried out by small However,sSuch

action must be the actual expression of how the

People feel and think。

Clara「s main hope for future social and politic-

al change rested with the young. Their increas-

ing contempt for official policy and their

readiness to get up and revolt seemed the main-

Spring of her Political optimism,She never 1lost

her belief in the revolution。

She won t be forgotten. “Salud compafieral “

* Clara and Paul Thalmann:

“Revolution ftr qdie Freiheit“

Hamburg,1977.

(Only available in French and German editions)

26

L46br4@ 厚交

COLOURED ?

 

 
一m 一团

巳

一 一T丶

sca贺顺 卫

西

O 了“
动衔林铁林仪 一任木余铁动 x 5

0825 -5 d

“SJ旦SCRIB丁 ?e
C 沥林 +RYP“ 朋 ATP 口口
2

(SEE INSIDE BRACK PACE .

招   

 

ALL OUR LIVES.

 

Of the masses of material that has emerged
about the Spanish Revolution,Precious
1ittle of any Substance has emerged about
the role of the women。 De Toda La Vida
(Rll1 our ltves) ,having just done the
rounds in a national D.R.M、Video tour
is a wideo documentary that attempts to
1ay down some information on the role of
the Mujeres Libres (FREE NOMEN) 。 The
video centers around the recollections of
four aCtive members of the M.L。at the
time of its inception leading up to and
during the Spanish Rt its
height the M.L。could claim up to thirty
thousand members。 Such a movement has
been just one in a long 1ine of insignif~
icant non-events as far as the _history
books are concerned。 Yet it「S Crucial

not just as the impact of an event f
the past,but as overwhelmingly stgnificant
to our oganisation of present and future。
To put us in the picturey a bzief Out1ine
of the M.L。is needed。

Anarchist theoretical demanded ,

that a Serious revolutionary hoverment had

to challenge all forms of hierarchy and sub~-

ordination、This meant tackling,for example

Sexual“aS Ne]l1 aS economic problems。Tue

Spanish anarchist moverlent Was no exception

and as ear1y aS 1872 had Set the overcoming

of wormens Subordination as a goal of the

miovement。 Mereedes Comaposada asked to give

education Classes at a C.N union centre

had this impression of the men She Came

ac邝SS: wanted me to teach,but i

waS impossdplev because of the attitude of

sore of the !Companeros! 。They didnt take

women seriouslyy they thought al1 women

eded to Knew WaS how to Cook and Sew,

women barely Spoke in that context.“

    

  

The need for Women

_

to organise could not
have been more Obyious、 The actual
Practical moves “to form an anarchist womens
organtsation began in 1ate 1933。 The enthu-
siasm and response was massive described as
almost beyond beleif taking the initiaters
completely by Surprise the organisation grew
and took en the name suggested by the Madrid
group “ Mujeres Libres while the M.L。 worked
closely Wtthin the anarcho-syndicalist move-
ment, they managed to construct an auto~-
nomous organisation,that provided the self-
organisation and ability to struggle against
male resistance to womens oppression。 The
ML。becameat it「s height a federalist ,
dercentralised organisation of around 150
1ocal groups。

Their many at an
astounding pace。They attempted to tack1le
what they Saw aS the main Components Of Womens

27

oppression,and to this end they organised

extensively to eGucate womeny not only in in-
tellectual skills,but practical skil15s Such
as electronics,plumbing etc。They organised
chidcare on a massive scalevenabling women
to find much less restriction in their daily
1ives。They Provided information and adyice
on health care and sexual matters,and they
attempted to challenge the economic Gependancy
of women。 The activity and energy of the women
was ceaseless。 In many areas they organised
weak1y meetingS,one woman activist describes
them ~“Tt「S almost 1ike a School for activists
we Qidn「t indoctrinate women,but we did more
than just technical training,We encouraged
women to pay attention,to become active.“
These meetings and the activity of the M.L。
Provided the opportunity for women to mix more ,

gatn self confidence and develop political

activity、Whilst most of this activity was
going on tn the Fearguard of the civil war ,

many women did join the militias and fight at

the front。Here Women also came acrosS Prob-
lems。In “many militias,traininigd took Place

well away from the male members,who often

mocked and jeered the women。 Here there was
a prevailing attitude that Women Shou1ld rem-
ain in the rearguard,pProviding assistance in

the form of factory work etc。Traditional
attitudes of “womens place“was being used

once again to restrict Womens Choice。

RS a documentary account AIl Our Lives does

its jcb quite well。There are Criticisms to

be had of this Video,but they shouldnt be

dwelt on too much。Considering the little in

existance on the M.L。this has an important

Part to Play。If you can struggle through the

rough sound mixing and often irritating
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then there「“s some valuable experiance on
offer。That it Should come from the exp~-
ression of those involved,adds a lot
to the film,When it was Shown during the
D.R.M。video tour, 士 heard people describe

it as “moving「,and it really does manage
to Put over the feelings of those involved
quite we11。

It「s intresting when examininig the M.L。to
gain some insight into their motives and
development。In many respects what the M.L。
Created has gone unsurpassed。 Spanish an~-
archism was suffering the same old problems
of male dominance and a Shameful neglect
to even. recognise womens oppression。 A lot
of anarchists agreed only theoretically
wlth the goal of womens emancipation。 Most
men were typical of the sexist Patterns that
existed within Spanish society、The M.L。
worked to redress this imbalance,aiming for

what they called “empowerment「。They consid~-

ered that to Change peoples conciousness of
themselves and their positions within society,

was a Crucial step towards revolutionary
Change。 Much of their activity took the form

of what would best be described as“concious-
. ness raising「“、This “often meant encouraging
women to take a hiqher profile in society,
by getting them more involved in discussion
groups and educationals,giving women the

Confidence to participate in many male 一

dominated situations。It is often said that

the M.L。rejected the term feminist,right1y

equating a lot of feminist thought aS middle~

class,aiming at womens access to Power and

success and not womens complete economic and

social emancipation、They went bcyond these

individualistic and inward looking notions

and reflected instead on their collective

experiances as working - class women。They

Sought to destroy the traditional positions

of men and women under capitalism,fecog~

nising the overall context in which womens

oppression was Perpetuated 。

There tended to be a notion of “automatic
emancipation「,whereby with the advent of「
an anarchist society,wWomens inequality
would be swept.away alongside all other
inequality.This had massive shortcomings ,
as any Cchallenging of sexism was shoved to
one side。Ouite simply,many men refused to
acknowledge or change their own “oppressive
attitudes。The M.L。advocated a strategy to
carry through that struggle,at all levels,
at all times。They sought to Cchallenge the
internal contradiction that too often exist~
ed。

NWe know we can learn So many invaluable

lessons from history,and we shouldnt

under-estimate the experiances of the

Spanish women。They Provide us with Va-

luable indication of the ideas and action

we need to employ in the here and nOw。

In advocating a revolutionary Class

analysis to the question of womens opPre~

Ssion,we“should acknowledge the work that

needs to be done constantly in our own
organisation. We need to fight for an end
to the whole economic and social Con~-
ditions that contribute to the restriction
and oppression women face。It Should be a
current running through the whole move~
ment,with the clear understanding that
it「s the only way to create a 1ibertarian
equality that makes the inferiority of
Nomen a non-existance。

I can「t really offer many suggestions fEor further
Keading,but try getting hold of Vision On Fire
(Emma Goldman on the Spanish revolution) ,for
a relativly brief but informative section on
women in the Fevolation and the Rlso Quiet
Rumours (anarcha~feminist anthology,Dark Star
Press) contains some intresting anarcha~feminist
Positions and thought。

CuC。 
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R recent release from the Nomens PreSs,attem-

pPts to document some of the marked increase in

writing & Performance by black women in Britain.。

The main bulk of the book takes the form of Poe~

try or Prosevbut also includes short stories &

an the introduction states ,

what this book is8 about i8 to contain & explore

the voices of past & Present black communities..

Nhether that be through the emotional & material

inter-dependance of black women, the harsh real~

ities of motherhood,8eXuality or the overt &

covert racism of present day society、This writ-

ing takes an amazingly qiverse form,touching on

a host of Social &

_

Political issues. It Seems as

ifM hardly & stone unturned,in terms Of

black experianee & Political commentry。 Read

“Guess Who 1 by Ststa Roots for a scathing att~-

ack on those Whe profit from Apartheid South

Rfrica。

From its intimacy to its humour,the subject ma~

tter & Style is captivating。 MNhat grabbed me

most about this bookvwas its insight & range。

It had 口 「personel touch“,that I hadnt found

in anything I「“d read for some time。It had above

all - feeling、It manages to capture the disgust

at consumerism & manipulation and adifferent re-

flections on female relationships.It has the

ability to provoke & prod at a mass of different

emotions。I can「t be entirely sure as to the ex-

act aims of the compilers of this book,but those

aims aS I「ve interpreted them,have been acheived

For an anthology that manages to Ccapture black

creativity & experiance & contains that distinct

1iterary stylevyou could do no better than get

this book.

2

ANARCHY:

A GRAPHIC GUIDE.

C.HARPER

(CAMDEN PRESS]

 

If you「ve ever read the Writers and Readers

series of “For Beginners...,books,thent

You“11 know what you「re letting Yourself in

for when you come across this book。 If

you「ye ever wanted to know the Various Qiff-

erent trains of anarchist thought,then this

is the book for you. This book wil1 Provide

you with,just about,all the informationt

you need。Many of you will be familiar with

the graphic work of Clifford Harper,it 15

a very qdistinctive style。Rnd this book

manages to maintain his usual high stan~-

dard of grapPhic Work。

This book is aimed,essentially at the person

whor「s never come across anarchism before。If

you「re familiar to any extent with anarChism,

then it「s doubtful this book could tell you

very much,that you qidnt already Know。 I

follows a very simplistic pattern - through

the early anarchist writers,to the first

anarchist movements,through Krondstadt and

Spain, carefully trying to cover just about

all anarchist history,figures and theory

you could think of。 That this leads to Some

dubious inclusions,is no suprise。 That he

avoids anything other than the basics , is at

times annoying,but probably inevitable in a

book such as this。For example the brief

section.an anarcho-~syndicalism is inadequate ,

and so are many other peices。Rnd the Section

adealing with punk is incredibly cringey !

to draw Some good connections

between anarchism as mutual aid and Solidarity

and its often unconcious practice by (his

example) people during the mexicanl earthquake

disaster。 It seemed to sum up the main point

C.H、 wanted to leave us with - that people

can and wil1,do it themselves !
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REV1IEMY

The Radical Tradition.

Richard Gombin.

 

This book is subtitled “R Study In Modern Revolu-

tionary Thought「,and takes as astarting point a

study of the“workersl council1,with Perticular re-

ferance to the ones emerging in Various countries

after Norld Nar One。Whilst the overall conclu-

sions of this book veneer towards some questionable

Perspectives,there is a great deal here that wi11

be of intrest to anarcho-syndicalists。

In a Sectionentitled , The soviet State - myths

and realities「,Gombin examines Some Of the Prime

itssues raised by the Russian Revolution,in Part~

icular that of workers control . I found that Gombin

provided an excellent critique of the Bolsheviks

taking of state power。 Gombin examines this route

from the basis of an examination of Bolshevik

organisation in relation to the class。Nhilst a

central feature of Bolshevik ideology was that -of

workers control; the precise meaning Of that was

not as aparant。Their concept was this - state prod-

uction “linked to a decision making centre at the

top of the pyramid、The transferance of Power

the cabitalist to the “workers「 statemeant the

Bolsheviks presided over exercising (ini their view)

the“single will1“of the proletariat - hence

workerS control ,in_a_ roundabout Sense。、The flaws

In this are pointed out,not only from the point

of view of the workers being Gevorced from the

actual direct exercising of power,but Erom the

boint of view of the complete impossibility

Of such a“single will1“ to exist。

In fact Lenin had a constant1y changing and opp-

ortunist attitude towards what role the soviets

and factory committees should Play. ARfter an in-

ittial qismissal then qistrust of the soviets that

emerged during 1905,Lenin began _to Clear1ly under-

stand the -importance of these forms of Proletarian

organisation。In this sense they did haye an impo-

rtant Part to play. Gombin explains;

30

“Just as Lenin Very early On SaW in

the soviets an institution Charged

With enormous revolutionary boten-

tial,so workers Cwn management and

the institutions which expressed it

were Seen aS_a worthy means Of fur~-

thering the end.「

It is then clear the role the soviets were to play

if the Bolsteviks were_to achieve state power~-

that of a stepping stone to power。This was in

Sharp contrast to massive sections of wokers,

who saw in the_saviets the basis_of _whole new

economic and social Felations。Numerous examples

are to be had of workers making political in~

itiatives,not merely confining organisation to

an economic level。 This points to the Ccentral

Issue of the time - who was to exercise power ,

and by what means ?

Gombins conclusions Point towards the develop-

ment Of “council communism“「 as opposed to a

“partycommunism「。And this is another reason why

this book merits some attention,in peicing to-

gether an understanding of the“unorthodox

left「。This though it may Seem a 1ittle

academic,is in fact Very easy to Feady mot too

many mind boggling {deas or concepts appear。

I「d reccomend this book first and foremest a6

又 Valuable contribution towards “an accurate

picture of the events of revolutionary Russia。

Examining this and Marxist-Leninism in prac~-

tice,must clear1y outline the bureaucratic

stranglehold,inherant in authoritarian

socialism,upon genuine methods of workers

organisation。For anarcho~syndicalism the em-

Phasis must be clear - that of direct workers

self management,and the dispersal of power to

ensure direct control of all social and economic

relations。
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