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Enjoy breaking barriers

And how many answers really are blowing ill
the wind?

Suppose actions speak louder than words - or
promised future cures. So to it.

And how many have really helped to change
the way the human world is organised?

Direct Action CollectiveConvenor,

Maybe the various contributions to the
debates you find within these pages will raise
more questions, It is only by answering these
to our personal satIsfaction that we can gather
confidence in our own thoughts and beliefs..
..confidence which is necessary for us all 10

go out and put them mto action. And on the
question of questions..

How many rock stars have proclaimed that
they have more qllestions than answers, alld
they thillk tl,,')'. are thefirsr to realise this?
(there goes another qllestion mark)

The poinlls we arc chasmg the theme of the
issue of DA you have in your hands ­
breaking barriers. You will find an
exploration of various topics here, and it's not
just about breaking things. Maybe the theme
is really 'constructing freedom', bUllet's face
it, that just doesn't roll orfthe lip so well.

The musings of a mad editor exploring the
navel area? Probably, but there is more. It is
quite common I find, when reading people's
thoughts on linking relatively un·linked
strands of thought together, that they suffer
from an involuntary twitch which leads to
them repeatedly hitting the question mark key
on the keyboard. And why not??????

Of course we can start linking various
barriers to forms of oppression in our daily
lives, and putting these together into a unified
whole. We can even come to the obVIOUS
conclusion that the system is all wrong. But
where does it get us? What is the point of
dismissing every active pressure group as
'only interested in single issues and not the
whole problem' if there is no way of
coherently addressing the whole problem? A
medical scientist doesn't just come up with a
cure out of the blue, any more than you can
plan your life on a rainy Sunday afternoon.

There IS a curious thmg. Why is it that after
so many struggles and so many barriers
falling m recent years· Berlin Wall, South
Africa, Eastern Europe to name but 3 - that
our daily lives arc more fraught with barriers
than ever? Various explanations spring to
mmd, Will the simplistic summing up of the
archetypallefty suffice?· that it's all a case
of us and them, and them is just about anyone
from the prime minister to the poor bastard
behind the fast food counter. P'raps not.
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•
BrinK out your Views!
Readers' views arc welcome on all aspects of Dm~cl AClIOn Magazme. [f you have somelhing 10 say, help yourself and help us by saymg 11
Whether It IS good news or otherwlsc, OpiniOns, additional mformatlon or ]Cllcrs responding 10 ankles or raising Issues of interest, we want to
hear from you,

Notes for Contributors
Jfyou would like 10 conlribute more than bncfopmions, wc request you send articles (between 500 and 1500 words If possible) in hardcopy and
on disk III either Word for Willdows PC version nOI grealer thall 6 or ASCII format, Contact us for electronic mail addresses or ahemative
formalS. While unsolicllcd url1eles are welcome, they can ollly bc relumed if an SA E is cnclosed.

Know More!
If you have queSllons for the DA Collective, would IIkc to kllOw more aboul us or the Solidanty Federallon, do not hesitate 10 drop us a hllc al
the address/phone number above. Do not expecI high pressure sales, paper-selling requests or demands for thiS or that, do expect a reasonably
prompl reply.
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FEATURE: breaking barriers: feminism

The fight to be
human
Perspectives on feminism and anarcho-syndicalism

W
311hiS ankle seeks (0 do IS

address the similarities

between much of what

feminists wnte and say and what

anarcho-symhcahslS are saymg. With

no agenda or understanding set In

concrete, and bemg a man wrillng on

feminism, J make no secret of the fact

that In exploring ideas as presented by

women there is much 10 address. Wc

arc talking thousands of ideas and

approaches, all of which you can read

In hundreds of big thick books on

femmism. Having gOI the insecunlles

OUI of the way, this space is for

searching out and cherry picking ideas,

not seekmg 10 sum it all up in an

article.

Firstly, Ihere is dose correlation

bctv.·ccn modem radical and SOClaliSI

fCTIlImst ideas and practices. and the

Ideas and practices of anarcho­

syndlcahsm. EVidence comes from

many areas, from the criticisms by

fcmmists of liberal and radical idcas

when applied to the oppression of

women and the way to end it, to the

recognition that this will mean a

complete SOCial and economIc change

In society. Funhennore, the

understanding that this change involves

a decentralised structure as a way not

only to organise on the fairest

prinCIpals, but also allOWing people to

be empowered through the very

organisational structure.

It IS telhng of the depth of thc

subjugation that the feminist stereotype

4

it just Isn't

true to say

that feminism
i, about

middle class

women
getting on in
their cereers

L.18R1i.8

as either an individualistic middle class

carcerist wanting a scat on the board or

a bunch of separatists is so

overwhelmingly accepted, not Just in

the mass media but regretfully also in

the libcnarian movement.

Modem feminism is a broad spectrum,

with many different women applying

the tenn to what they do. The fall back

stereotypes are all to often used as an

excuse for not doing anything, for

ignonng patriarchy, our own

behaViour, or failing to actively address

the real issucs of women's oppression.

[I Just isn't true to say that feminism is

about middle class women getting on

in their careel"5. Also separatism,

(meaning permanently exclusive and

separate;) whilst In anarcho-syndicalist

terms I would criticise It as having no

long tmn polillcal JustificatIOn. is a

reactlon by women to their experiences

at the hands of men. Their

experiences, often in radical groups as

well as In socicty in general, have led

them to the conclUSion that men are not

wonh the effon and they would rather

son themselves out away from the

distracllon of men. I respect these

reasons, but cannOI accept separatism

as a justifiable long tenn political

strategy. It is counter to my basic

understanding of libenarian principles.

Now a brief interlude to knock on the

head a few mylhs about anarcho-­

syndicalism. Anarcho-syndieahsm is

not trade unionism with the union

bosses removed. [t seeks to unify the

whole of the working class in the

community and in the workplace,

addressing immediate and long-tenn

political, social and financial aims.

Just as feminism should seek to address

the ISSUes Spetlficelly facing women as

a result of oppression Within all aspects

of society. anarcho-syndlCalism should

seck to do so for all people. We are all

interested in hierarchical power

relations and how to end them. The

feminist and anarcho-syndicalist do

have a lot to share. Femmlsm should

nOt and does not see all women as the

same. aff«ted by pamarchy In the

same way.

While feminists recognise that working

class women are aff«ted as members

of the working class as well as women

and that the effects of patnarchal

sociely are not umfonn, anarcho­

syndu::alists also recognise that not all

members of the working class are

affected within society in the same way

and that the effects of capitalism on

women are compounded wllh the

efT«ts of patriarchy.

Just as anarcho-syndicalists r«ognise

that not all oppression is due to

economics (taking economics to mcan

access to food. shelter ete., rathcr than

a definition which would include the

environmental. social, emotional, etc.),

we need to be dear that nOI all

oppression is a result of capItalism.

Capitalism makes full use of existing

fonns of prejudice and inequality,

V«.eaACtlOD No. 2 Spring 1997



next issue: review of 'feminist
pornography': tales from the c1il.

11 In my read,ngs of fcmi"lSl writings the
""me of Ernma Goldma" has popped up a
number of timc'S, but nowhe~ nen ;as many
tomes as ..xamples of ideu ...·hi<:h ...
pr<>p<>sN .. mic"l "nd frft,h in the SUlb....
and sevenbcs. bul whkh sM !\ad wntten on
just a ..·htle beforehand. There a.... numerous
books, pamphlets and the uu wluch mnWn
....nMp by, on Of about Emma Go!dma.... try
the Tr..ffio: In Womm ;and other CSN)'S_ Of

Living My We volumes t ..nd 2, ......
..ulObiography

III For delili15 of this see the book 'Fret
Women of 51"';'" Martha Ack<'lsberg (t"dian.1
University Press) 1991, or if you can still find
the old I"'mphld 'Mujeres Libres. Women
dunng the Span..... Revolul>On', Mutha
Ackebbe~ (8n"ton DAM) 1981.

We can bring much to each movement

from dialogue and mutual aclion.

RAC

, l1ulI dmrutson doeo not uv::lud~ Ofpao.ill<>n

10 all autonomous ~n's orpnioAbOn (self
orgarusation ID """' peoples wlf defined
n~), only to thDiW wluch S'e<' compl~te

separale developrr.enl as the way forward.

Goldman and the MUjcres Llbres

rejected the term feminist, believing It

only of relevance to the middle classes,

as then It eould fairly honestly be saId

to have bc:cn. But the Ideas they

proposed on the conlrOl by .....omen of

theIr own lives, their own sexuality,

their oppression In the SOCial as well as

the political and economic spheres and
the rolc of women within the radical

movements of their limes vinually

mirror thosc of today. These womcn
were Slccped in the anarcho-syndicallst

current. which has always sought to

learn from Its hislory, and from that of

olhers. So we as anareho-syndlcahSlS

mUSI seek to embrace the Ideas of

feminism which so ofien correspond to

our own, whilst at the same lime

encouraging feminists to look at our

ideas, our methods and our aims and to

conSIder their relevance to them. If

fellow followers do not takc up cach

other's Ideas, bolh femmlsts and

anarcho-syndlcahsts WIll lose the

chance of JOint benefit from fertllc and

active nows of thought and action

which run, 3tleast mostly, parnllel..

FEATURE: breaking barriers: feminism
Enuna Goldman~ and the MUjeres

Libres in Spain".

In summing up it is interesting that

when looking at the historical ideas put

forward by women on the questions of

their oppression, those which seem

most ahcad of their time mclude those
that were put forward by the likes of

Another common thread is the

belief in the need for education

and empowerment. This runs

naturally from understanding of

the nature of oppression and ways

of overcoming it, and from action and

mvolvement in the fighl back and thc

fight forward. Both ideas recognise the

power of being acllve, and in small

vlClories on the road 10 somelhmg

greater.

because there: is no law saying you

cannot, does not mean that society does

not have Olher ways of controlling our

lives. As also is the recognition that it

is no good just saying okay there is

nothing in law to say you cannot, if the

means 10 do so are stili kept in the

hands of existing pnvllege.

Women's nghls to the control of theIr

own hves, boches, minds, sexualily IS a

fundamental part of anarchisl and

anarcho-syndicalist thought. Anarcho,

syndicalism simply seeks 10 provide a
framework within which this is

possible, within which all people can

fight to eontrol their 1I\'cs starting now

in the short term, whilst recognising

that the only real solul1on, and the one

Ihal needs to be: kepi in sighl and

constantly worked towards, is the total

social and «:onomic reorganisation of

society. Through its recognition of the

unity of community and work, the

interlink;ng of soc13l, political and

economic, and liS attempes to seek

SUitable ways to organise and address

these realisalions, anarcha-syndlcallsm

can and should be a poSItion thal many
_____ fm-alnlsts can feel happy ..... Ilh.

Indeed, anyonc who recognises

that oppression is wider than

patriarchy and that to overcome

patriarchy we have to transfonn

socIety, and that we have to stan

today, should have few difficulties

with anarcha-syndiealist practice,

In clpitJllsm
It doesn't

matter who I1

making the

money Ind

who I. getting

ripped off, IS

long IS

someone is

adapemg thm-a for lIS own use, but in

capltahsm It doesn'l maner who IS

making the money and who is gettmg

ripped off, as long as someone IS.

Feminists recognise that whilsl in much

of the world the structure and nature of

the CXlstmg patnarehal system IS due to

capItalism, patnarchy existed long

before the advent of the modem

capltallsl system and can survive long

after 11 unless It IS addressed. The one
place It cannot eXIst IS afier social

revolution. Not because 'all we need IS

a revolution', but because there can be

no social revolution and no Iibcrtarian

communism until patnarchy (and every

other fonn of discnmmatlOn) IS ended.

As anarcha-syndlcalists our thought

and practice has It that we Stan

bUlldmg for a new world in this one so

we need to 3Cuve[y seck to undermme

and eradicate the patriarchal system

now. Without the end of all fonns of

oppression we cannot achieve our aims

ofa better, faIrer, society.

A basis for much of femmlsm IS that

organIsatIOn should be non

hIerarchicaL Sound fanllhar'? [I IS not

surpnsing that people seekmg a

way to transform society and cnd

oppressive fonns of organisation

should use non hierllrehieal

methods. [am more surprised that

many people: fall to see the

dichotomy be~'ttn fighting

oppression and being pan of a

highly centrahsed and hierarehlcal

system. Now Ihe organisal1onal

structures proposed and used may

nOl be stnetly anarcho-syndlcahst

m mtent, but I would argue that the

dlffcrences are more in the order of

the words than the meaning of the

sentences.

Both radical feminiSts and anarchists

have bttn known to utter the cry that

Ihe personal IS politIcal. The polItical

IS about control of all aspects of our

hves, from interpersonal to

international relationships. Removing

the barrier be:twttn the 'public' and the

'private' spheres of actIVity is

fundamental to both understandmgs of

$OClny. As IS thc r«:og01l1on that Just
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direct actions

on construction

accidents to pre-empt

Ihe campaign.

Brian Higgins Defence
Campaign, clo Colin

Roach Centre, 56 Clarence
Rd London E5 8SW
TeI0181-5337111.

We panicularly urge UCAIf

members to take up this case

through their union branches.

The BWG pamphlet IS avaIlable

from the same address.

For more info. contact;

picketing of sites where safely 15

an Issue, particularly where an

accident has occurred and

feehngs arc: runmng high.

Building employers and the

press are currently operating a

virtual news blackout

active

safety

orkers

Group

the labour

movement. If Hehlr

disagrees with Brian

Higgins he should

say so within lhe

labour movement,

not in the bosses courts.

There is a further question 10

be raised, apart from Hchirs

motives. Litigation is not

cheap and a full time official's

wages eouldn't cover it, SO

where is the money coming

from? If Hehirs action is

successful it threatens our very

right to criticise bureaucrats.

The timing of the attack is also

suspect - the BWG were about to

launch a major health and safety

Initiative in the industry, based

on the kind of solidanly and

dire<:t action the Solidarity

Fedenltion supports.

This 'construction

initiative' involves

ThIs attempt to gag a principled

opponent of the UCAIf

bureaucracy by a full time

offiCIal is a disgrace and breaks

all standards of behaviour within

Almost immediately Brian

Higgins received a letter from

UCAIf connected solicitors

Christian Fisher on behalf of

Henir. Referring to the letter,

some BWG leaflets and Srian

Higgins' pamphlet "rank and file

or broad left • democracy vs.

bureaucracy", the solicitors lettcr

stated "these publications have

caused considerable loss and

damage to our client" and went

on to demand costs and damages

with the threat of legal action.

another full lime official. bUI

the same couldn'l be done for

John Jones.

Building
~

the: end of 1995, two

$o\lIhwarlr: CounCil

uildlng workers were

sacked for refusing to transfer

ova 10 a cowboy contractor.

Terry Mason IS being b3ckcd by

his umon EPIU. for an industrial

InbunaL John Jones didn'l gel

the backing of UCAIT
(arguably Brita;n's most corrupt

union and a strong contender for

least effective) so he is taking his

case via. the local law centre.

UCATT's role in the dispute was

ignominious, with the unelected

full-tllne convenor Tony O'Brien
encouraging workers to cross the
two men's picket - hardly good

trade unionism al the best of

limes.

Bnan Hlggins, secretary of the

building worker rank and file

group and of Northampton

UCAIf branch wrote to the

Insh Post after they camed an

anlcle m praise of the local

UCAIf full timer, Dominic

Hehlr. for wmning an industrial

tribunal case. The successful

case was actually won by

The interim agreement whIch

ended the Slrikes was sold to the

membership on the basis of 'no

to :1 new way of working'.

''Talks'' behind closed doors and

periodically circulated garbage

from the joint working party

(bosses.CWU) does not

impress. The

resounding cry from

members is 'talk to us

and we'll tell you what

WE want - why ask the bosses

what THEY want?' Don'tthrow

away the: picket placards just yet.

undermine working condlllons

and lead inevitably to job cuts.

The strikes were mainly aboul

the Royal Mail's proposed

Teamworking, which would

(CWU) which organised last

year's strikes is in the process of

both putting things off

until after the election,

and selling out its

members wholesale.

Across the country posties are

getting their sick bags out.

According to the

Communication Workers'

NetWork (SF-ewN. 801: 29

SWPDO Manchester MI5 511W),

it IS becoming increasingly likely

that the main official union

Blit the anti-JSA campaign is

fighting back. Initiative and

action has come from various

local groups such as Norwich

) SA d Pre-strike
up ate Post-strike

The Job Seekers Allowance has Unemployed Action Group

now been in force long enough (01603 611072); national

(since last October) to san really netWorks such as Groundswell
taking hold. The fact _, • are also actively

that evidence of .....-.- ';';- opposing the JSA.

wKlespre3d harassment Edinburgh claimants

of 'jobseekers' IS now ha\'e a 3 stokes

bemg recorded doesn't policy for reporting

surpnse those of us and then smearing

who put 2&2 together offensivc JSA

(the new conditions officials (Edinburgh

and targets of staff and 3327547).

the new prejudicial rules) and Forthcoming in DA:
predicted such a result. The effects of JSA on

workers' conditions on a
macro scale will mean lower
wages and more insecwity
for all. But simply fighting
the JSA is itself reformism,

no more. What is needed?
Write with your views.
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FEATURE: breaking barriers: direct actions

Flickering Flames
In praise of the spirit and practice of direct action in Liverpool, France,
Greece, Korea, Lima, and hopefully soon a place near you.

1:
c SOO sacked Liverpool

dockers are a shining example

amIdst the prevailing apathy

and anticipation of a Labour Party

clecllon victory in 1997. In ~cmber.

IS months after being locked out for

refusIng to cross a picket line, they

overwhelmingly rejected the Mersey

Docks & Harbour Company's "final"

olTer of a £28.000 payoff per man and

the chance of up to 40 rcinstalemenls.

Abandoned by the paper !lgeTS of the

TUC, but supponed by their fan-lilies,

the extra.parh:uTlmtary Left and

an mternational dockers' nerwork

they've built up thmlselv~, the

Liverpool dockers and thdr

herOIC stand refute the orthodoxy

that says nobody believes in the

class war any more. Despite now

facing crushing hardship they rejected

£28,000 in favour of defending a

principlc, Bcsidc this noble and

selness gesture by and for workers,

spmeless TGWU bosses, MDHC and

the Silent "New" Labour pohtlclans are

revealed as the mediocrities they are.

In Novembt'r, French 10rT)' dn\'ers

sho.....ed how .....orkers have the muscle

10 bnng a counlry 10 a standstJlllf only

Ihey recognise their own strength.

They .....ere demanding shoner hours.

more pay and earlier retirement, In a

country which long ago accepled Ihe

EU Socml Charter so bt'loved of social

democrats and "progressive" employers

here. Evidently French lorry drivers

couldn't put their faith in the myth of a

safe European home and had to resort

to good old tried and trusted direct

aCllon. They quickly paralysed the

country and won their demands, This

lS a stark contrast to strikes in Britain

which arc so often defensive, hesitanl,

'DwaACtiOD No. 2 Spring 1997

be,lde this

noble and

,effiet,
gesture by

workers,

,plneles,

TGWU

bosses,
MDHC and the

'ilent ~New"

labour
politicians are

revelled as

"',
mediocrities

they are

and end up as long drawn-oullock-outs

like at Liverpool and the Magnet

factory In DarHngton, In December,

Greek fanners seemed to have learnt

the French lesson and initiated their

own massive blockades,

On the other side of the world, in Lima,

a group of left-wing guerrillas

gatecrashed the party at the Japanese

Embassy in honour of the Emperor's

bIrthday in a daring operation, taking

hostage hundreds of diplomats and

busmessmen. When Ihe Peruvian

authorities cut ofT waler and

services 10 the Embassy, Ihe

hostages held placards up at

windows pleading for them to be

reconnected. Perhaps it has

given them an insight into the

conditions endured by the poor in

Lima's shanty towns with no

sanitation, water, electricity, clc.,

conditions that are direct result of the

neoliberal dogmas imposed by these

very businessmen and diplomats. So
it's hats orr to Tupac Amaru

gatecrashers for the mOSI imaginative

political intervention In Latin America

since the zapatistas emerged OUI of the

Chiapas jungle 10 spoil the NAFTA

party in 1994.

December ended with a general strike

in South Korea, so often trumpeted m

Britain as the model of labour

ne:l(lbllllY. The Korean workers were

striking against parliamentary moves to

make il easier for employcrs to hire and

fire at will and slrelch a nexible

work force even further. It would

appear that in this particular Tiger

Economy the workers are not prepared

to orrer themselves for sacrifice at the

altar of "compelitiveness" so important

to employers. The threat IS cheaper

labour in Soulh Wales. Sound famlhar!

In nature, fires break out in tinder dry

country as part of the order of things,

and within weeks new growth breaks

through the scorched earth. Events like

those in France, GlUce, Peru, Korea

and Liverpool are sparks from WhlCh a

fire can be kindled under the fect of the

rulers of our parched world.

Everywhere poliliclans, busmess and

union bureaucrats desperately try to

stamp out the names. But Just as they

succeed m puttmg out the fire here, It

breaks out somewhere else, proof of

the contmuing conlr3chctlons of

capitalism.

Thc Liverpool dockers called for an

intcmational boycott of the port on lan

20th, with furthcr excellent examples

of international solidarity from dockers

around the world. But what about here

in Britain', If French lorry drivers can

blockade ports, why can't their Brll1sh

counterpans? It would certainly be a

refreshing change from the TGWU

card carrying drivers who have been

crossmg the picket line. Liverpool

could have been brought to a standsllll

on lan 20th if the working class had

really wanled it. Who dehvers mall.

catering to the MDHC'? Who takes

away refuse? Who maintainS Ihelr

computers? Get the idea? Everyone IS

involved whether they like It or nOL

Everyone is needed to do what they can

• even if it is only a whip round for the

dockers' fund or spraying on a wall

'VICTORY TO THE LIVERPOOL

DOCKERS!'
..or gel the Dockers Video "Port in a
Stonn" and raise a few quid by doing a
showing or two - £10 from Video
News, PO Box 10395 London N7
9DN, UK.
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FEATURE: breaking barriers to free movement

Racist Laws

UN
Convention

For the record, a refugee,

according to

the UN Convention on

Refugees, is;

ha person "'ho has 0 ....ell­

foundedfeorof

pers«:ulion for reasOflS of

rau, nligion. "ot;oflolll)',

memberslllp of0

particular social group or

politicalopifllofl, afld is

outside tile eou/111)' ofhis

nalioflalily 0.,

Daily Mail
shows its

neo-fascist
true colours
-some things
never change

ThiS, nommally at least, IS

accepltd by the Bntish

government. However, It

excludes people who are

refugees just because they live in a

dangerous or unstable place due to civil

war or famine, for example, So,

despite Michael Howard's gesturing,

most of the world's refug~ arc not

knocking on the doors of

Knightsbndge or Bdgravla, but remam

near their own countries, In fact the

real truth is that the highest numbers of

1996 Asylum & Immigration Act,

Britain's immigration policy has tried

to keep oul those who are deemed as

undesirable. 50 years ago 11 was Jews

escapIng persecution in eentral and

eastern Eutope: later II was Black and

ASian people; and now the focus has

shifted to asylum-seekers from almost

anywhere.

the focus has

shifted on to

asylum.

seeke.... from
.Imosl

anywhere In

the world

in a Ifree'

You might think the Mail was trymg to

Justify the recently passed Asylum &

ImmigratIon Act, but you'd be wrong.

II actually appeared on March 23rd

1938 supporting the increased

immigration restrictions then bemg

imposed on refugees from Nazi

Gennany, It belies the myth of "the

long standing ....elcome IMs coufllry

gn-a to thos~ genuinely In fear of

perseculion", (Peter Lilley, UK

Secretary of State for Social Security),

From the Aliens Act of 1905 to the

Update on the oppressive acts of 'our' elected
ministers - in particular the 1993 and 1996 Asylum
and Immigration Acts

democracy?

Tc need to tighten up the

immigratIon laws 15 a recurrent

theme spouted by many BrilLsh

politicians and echoro slavishly by

much of the press. They constantly

harp on about havmg 10 sort oul bogus

refugees from the genuine ones and

having to be finn but fair. A typical

quote from the Daily Mail;

70 be t1l1ed by mISguided

H1Illmentolism. would be

dlSa.slrous.•O"ce It M,'as Mo"'n Ihol

Brltom offered sanctuary 10 all who

cared to come Ihe floodgates would be

opened alld we would be inl/ndaled by
,IJouswrds seekillg a home. ..
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Fair enough? But no, the Home Office

isn't concerned with fairness, only with

the need to remove as many asylum­

seekers as possible with the minimum

of fuss. The '96 Act brings in a

number of other provisions aimed at

The message conveyed by thiS

vindictiveness is clear. Yes, you can

still continue to evade the inumgration

authorities until you are safely inside

the country and then claim asylum but

don't expect us to make life easy for

you, These measures attempt 10 strip

refugees of whal remaining dignity

they may still have after having 10 flee

halfway around the world leaving

behind relatives, friends and

livelihoods. In a strange, new and

unfriendly country the only welcome

they get is to be left homeless and

destitute. Of course, the Home

Office's response is that all this

hardship can be simply avoided

through "greater honesly and clarily".

However. even the governmenl's own

Social Security Advisory Commiltee

baulked at these proposals and adVIsed

against them, It recognised that

"Iade ofbow/edge oflheir

prouJures, arrivil/g In a confused al/(/

frighlened state, lal/guage difficulties

orfear ofofficialdom may olf be

Insuperable barrier~ to making any

kind ofapproach 10 the authorities at
the port ofemry",

restrictions on those who do not clllm
asylum upon arrival, Such people are

now denied any acuss 10 local

lWthority housing. Moreover, relaled

provisions in the 1996 HOUSing Act

funher deny asylum-seekm access to

local authority wailing lisls. ThIs

leaves accommodation under the

homelessness legislation as the only

way out but, guess what, only for those

who claim asylum upon arrival. On
top of all this comes a barrage of
benefit resoictions. Asylum-seekers

now have no entitlement to child

benefit whatsoever, while their

entitlement 10 Job Seekers' Allowance,

Housing Benefit and Council Tax

benefit is once again dependent upon

having claimed asylum upon arrival.

The '96 Act

To encourage Ihis "greater honesty and

clarity" the '96 Act brings in a whole

array of housing and benefit

There is a distinction to be made
between asylum claims made "at-port"

and those made "in-country", The

latter category is more likely to result

in the granting of refugee status,

because the UN Convention obliges the

Home Office to "not impose

penalties...on refugees who..,enler or

are present in their territory without

authorisation", Therefore someone

claiming "It-port" can be far more

easily removed than those claiming

"in-country" who have to go through

lengthy deportation procedures due to

the UK's international obligalions.

The Home omee has managed to dress

up the whole debate in a "bogus"

vmus "genuine" mystificalion

claiming that asylum-seekers have

nothing to fear from "greater honesty

and clarity at ports". The real reason

behind all the rhetoric is, of course, to

get more people to claim "at-pon" who

can then be easily removed,

The vast majority of asylum-s«:km

are now dealt with under a nasty and

vicious set of rules called the "Short

Procedure", The Home Office broughl

this in not through any Act of

Parliament, but by merely issuing a

new set of guidelines. What it means is

that refugees face a full political

asylum interview almost as soon as

they arrive without any rights to

arrange for representation. The

usefulness of the new "Short

Procedure" 10 the Home Office can be

gauged from the fact that between May

1995 and June 1996, of 6,734 cases
considered only 3 were granted
asylum,

FEATURE: breaking barriers to free movement
political activity in the UK. Much of

this breaches the UN Convenlion

despite claims that "nothing in the
immigration rulu, ..sha/llay down any

praclice which would IH conlrary 10

the Conwnlion ",

...
usefulnes. of

the new
MShort

ProcedureM to

the Home

Office can be

gauged from

the fact that

between May

1995 and
June 1996, of

6,13-4 caan
considered

only 3 were

granted

lSytum

The Asylum & Immigralion Appeals

ACI, 1993 was the first to deal

specIfically w;th asylum seekers. It

was the culmlnat;on of an increasingly

restrictive policy which had begun wilh

Ihe arrival of Tamils from Sri Lanka in

the mid-1980's. The ACI and the rule

changes thal went along with it broughl

In finger-prinling of asylum-s«:kers,

including children; reduced their

homeless rights; and codified and

strengthened the practice of attacking

their credibility on grounds thal are

thinlY disguised a"emplS at denying as

many people as possible the right to a

proper hearing. Such grounds include

failing to make an asylum claim

Immediately upon arrival at a British

port of entry; making false

rcpresentations, including the

possession of 1I forged passport;

destroying travel documents; and

The '93 Act

In Bntain the road to refugee stalus has

already been turned into even more of

an obstacle course by successive pieces

of legislation, each more restrictive

Ihan the last. The Home Office
maintains a list of "visa national"

countries whose people must have

visas to enter Brilain for any purpose,

even for short visits. As soon as a

country begins to produce refugees in

any number it is placed on the list.

This makes it harder for refugees to

even reach Britain in the first place to

make their asylum claims. It happened

10 German refugees in 1938, Iranians in

1980, Sri Lankans in 1985, Turks in

1989 and people from former
Yugoslavia In 1992. In 1987

"Carriers' Liability" was introduced

making alrhnes and ferry companies

hable 10 large fines for bringing people

10 the UK without proper v;sas. The

nel effect is to make ;t well nigh

impossible for refugees to make ;1 10

the UK unless they resort 10 using

forged documents and corrupt agents.

refugees are in some of the world's

poorest counoies.. This is just how Ihe

hkes of Howard would love to keep it

Z'''edActlon No. 2 Spring 1997 9



FEATURE: breaking barriers to free movement

This part of the Act will be dealt
with in more depth in the next DA..

Other measures brought in by the '96
Act include a new immigration offence

of assisting someone to enter the UK

who is an asylum-seeker, illegal enlTllnt

or who has otherwise used deception;

an increase In penalties for munigration

offences; and increased powers for

police and immigrlltion officials to

enter and search premises. It also

introduces sanctions against employers

who take on people who do nOl have

permission to work in the UK.

Asylum-seekers might come here from

rormer colonial countries plundered by

British capitalists, ruined by an

unstable political system left over from

the Empire and bled dry by IMF and

World Bank dictalS; they might come
having fled from some repressIVe

regime propped up by Bntlsh aid and

arms. Wherever they come from,

though, they are greeted with the same

message - you're blaek and we don't

want you! So don't be taken in by

Miehael Howard's claims of a fairer

asylum process - rar from fairness It IS

riddled Ihrough and through with

suspicion, hatred and racism.

Also in line with past policy, IS the

institutionalised racism wrinen all over

this Act. The British state is

fundamentally racist being built upon

centuries or systematic denial of

humanity to other races and cultures all

over the world, imposing supposedly

superior British values wherever the

imperial armies went. The non-white

people of Ihe world have never had a

chance of equal treatment In the eyes of

the British state. They were only to be

exploited ror the glory of the British

Empire.

This Act, In common with all previous

legislation, has resul!ed in an ever more

tough and restrictive immigration and

asylum policy. The employer

sanctions, the housing and benefit

restrictions have effectively introduced

a pass law situation. Black and Asian

people find themsdves more and more

liable 10 passport checks as they go

7FB r _ about their nonnal

daily lives because

various authorities

are desperate to

avoid breaking the

law by giving

services to asylum­

seekers or "Illegal"

immigranlS. Already

c~ have been

reported of people

being asked fO prove

their immigrlltion status while trying to

gain access to educational and medical

facilities.

successful appeal, nor is

Ihere any assurance

sought thal that

country's immigrlltion

authorities will allow the

asylum-seeker to remain

there while their appeal

IS being decided in

Britain. Of course,

trying to appeal in one

country from another

while being unfamiliar with the legal

processes in both is fraught with

enormous difficulties but then this is

exactly how thc Home Office wants il.

Another part of the Act makes it more

difficult for imprisoned asylum seekers

to get bail. The home office has a long

history of trying to deter and punish

people claiming asylum, by locking

Ihem up. Hundreds of asylum seekers

arc delained for months on cnd. Over

the years,. many of these detainees

have fought baek, organising and

protesting againSt inhumane and

degrading treatment_ At the time of

writing, refugees imprisoned at

Rochester are on hunger strike

inprotest agaiinst their continued

abiuse by a racist state.

Only then can an appeal be made

against this fonn of removal. There is

no provision for people to then return

10 the UK after a

means that almost any asylum claim

can now be "fast-tracked" by-passing

the full asylum proeess. A before

making an asylum claim in Britain will

be returned there.

the Home

OffIce Itn't
concerned

'Mth fairness.

only 'Mth the

need to

remove ..

many ..ylum·
seekers IS

ponlble with

the minimum

of fuss

The special ("fasHrack") appeals

procedure deals WIth those people who

are refused enny into the full (or

M substantive1 asylum process. It

originally featured in the '93 Act,

being mainly applied to refugtts who

had passed through a "safe third

country", giving them only 2 days to

appeal, at best resulting only in the

case being referred back to the Home

Secretary for re-consideration. The '96

Act has now expanded the "fast-track"

appeals procedure to include people on

the "White List". It also includes those

without a valid passport with no

"reasonable" explanation and not

telling an Immigration officer on

arrival; those considered to be outside

UN Convention grounds; those who

make a late claim; and those whose

e1aim is dttmed fraudulent or deemed

to contain false or "vexatious"

evidence, however minor. In effect this

third way in which the '96 Act tries to

cut refugtt numbers is to disallow

appeals from those who fall foul of the

"safe third country" rule until after they

have been returned back to the third

country. The list of sueh countries

InchKles the EU member states, the

USA, Canada, Norway and Switzerland

and anyone passing through them

preventing refugtes gening theIr cases

consIdered In a proper fashion. I1

introduces a list of designated countries

where "there is no serious risk of

persecution", the so-called "While

List", which the Home Office is free 10

amend as and when il SttS fit. Asylum

clamlS by natIonals of tht2 CDuntncs

are automatically assumed 10 be

w,thout foundation unless a

"reasonable likelihood" of tonure can

be established. So rar the While List
comprises Poland, Bulgaria, Romania,

India, Pakistan, Ghana and Cyprus.

Michacl Howard had originally wanted

to add Nigena but was thwaned by the

outcry causro by the Nigenan military

government's Itgahscd murder of the

Ogom environmental campaigner, Ken

$aro-Wiwa. A refugee from a "White

LIS'" country is automatically entered

straight into the special appeals

procedure.
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education

Homeworking
Personal parent to person view of school homework, standards, and the
farce that passes for 'education'.

Education and school are
vaguely connected.

Homework and life skills are
unconnected.

More homework per se is
pointless.

New Labour and Old Tories are

working in brilliant synchronisation.

They're a sort of Nightmare Team of

poll1lcs; onc sets up the ball and the:

other spikes it down for another cop­

out. Unemployment, poverty and the

homeless. What is Tony's policy on

IhIS? 'I don', gi~Y! /0 beggars.' Subtle,

penetrallng philosophy. And Jc:ITay

Vcn Wtlkmglon-Smythc (or whO(:vc:r)

tells us beggars arc: an Identifiable

group. nur enough a race:- beggars arc

Scotllsh. so you can pick 'cm oU( by

their accent. What's Ihe: POint of hale,

If you can', recognise the: enemy. So

that's housing and welfare sorted.

Onto education. This lime Tany's

fonned an unholy alliance with the

Prmce of Wales· lhal great thinker of

our times. What can we do to improve

our children's chances of a decent

education? More funding? Beller

facihties? Smaller classes? No. forget

the 9-4 bit. that's gone down the pan­

More Homework. There's the solUlion.

Let them get on with learning at home.

In their own time. and blame the

parents If II'S not done properly. Do
they uunk .....e·fC all living in some sort

of Cluedo game?

Ofh"OU go 10 the library or the sludy.

Oallde. /'11 he In Ihe ballroom if)"OU

need any help

Isn't seven hours a day. five days a

week enough time to pore over books?

University students get by on a fraction

of that time, The logic is pretty basic:

7 hours good. 9 hours beller. So why

nOt make it 12 hours? Start school at 8

in the morning. go on till 6 and finish

otT with a couple of hours at home. 90

minutes homework an evening! How

many aduhs could bear It?

Z'iwdAcdoD No. 2 Spring 1997
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Did you hear the one about the man

who drank whisky and soda the first

night and ended up with a terrible

hangover? He changed to rum and

soda and then brandy and soda and still

got a hangover. so he decided to give

up soda. The same joke logic holds

together the argument that pupils from

schools that set most homework do

best. Let·s not mention the fact Ihal

Ihose schools happen to be privileged

m lots of other ways - Including the

trump card of domg the exams run by

the Oxford and Cambridge Board.

recently dIsmantled for ludicrously

ovennarking their Independent schools'

papers.

But they say parents are all in favour of

homework, That's because it's hard to

say 'No' to some things - likc when thc

Jehovah's Witnesses come 10 the door

and say 'Do )'Ou care abow your

children's future?' You have to say

'Yes' and then they're inside and you've

got a copy of thc WatchTower. Poor

parents, Wc'rc being conned. Wc

thInk they'rc saying 'Do tMs and your

child wifl succeed.' What they're really

saying is 'They hal'en't gOI a chance

anyway, but Ihis way, it'll ~ )'Our

lault.'

Arc wc really supposed to belicvc that

if everyone does homework, they'll all

get better exam results? Just think of

the fuss they make every summer when

the GCSE pass rate goes up half a

percent. 'FalUng slandards', they

scream, What's happened to their

maths there? That's Rising Standards,

But Standards can't rise, because

SlandardS (capital S) means only the

sclcct few can ever make 11. The

sySlem has to fail a comforting mass of

people, otherwise 'Passing' won't mean

anyuung for Giles and Hennelta.

And teachers will have to spend most

of their time selling homework and

marking it. There won't be any lime

left for working your way round subtle

issues through discussion and thought.

Because Homework means things you

ean write down. It doesn't mean

thinking or talking or even reading.

'OK.for homework, I want)'Ou 10 think

about Ihis and lalk about ;t with other

~pfe. Oh. and make sure ,)'ou're

keeping up with Popular Culture I

expec' )'Ou to keep a record ollhe

soaps you're walching and there'l/ he a

test on Ihe Indie charts next lO'eek.'

There must be visible marks on paper

Ideally these should be nghtlwrong

answers, Lots and lots of them. The

lrouble ;s you can'l do this work unless

you understand it, and if you

undcrstand it. why do you have to keep

doing il.

Homework is practice. It's repelitive, I

know there is nothing wrong with this

concept. If you want to play the piano,

you have to keep practising, Same

conl'd on page I j
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FEATURE: breaking boundaries: nationalism

A different
kind of

•union
mentality has it that Britain can be

"Great" again if only we return to the

old ways when everyone knew theIr

place Ln the scheme of things: if we

could sweep away all these modcrn

ways of thinking and teach young

people some proper respect for theIr

elders and betters. IneVitably, such

harking back to the days of Empire IS

nothing but a dream which never really

existed anyway. It is the same way of

thinking that sees

:f Britain bemg better

off by Isolating

itself, both

economically and

politically, as much

as possible from the

rest of the world,

especially those upstans Ln Germany,

France and elsewhere in Europe. After

all. the whole

European unity

thing IS nothing but

a conspiracy to

punish Britain for

its imperial glory of

the past. They

couldn't do it openly by war so now

they're trying it by stealth. While thIS

may sound somewhat far-fetched Lt IS

echoed by attitudes found throughout

British political circles where even

Ode to a lost empire; Britain
is nothing more than a Great

has-been. With Labour
taking the wind out of the
separatists' sails, the final

nail in the empire coffin is in
the offing.The nationalist

parties, mindful of

the shambles that resulted from

Labour's last devolution attempt in

1979, want more. In Labour,

confusion is more the order of the day.

More importantly, how should

anarcho-syndicalists and anarchists

react to the ISSUes thrown up In this

debate, namely Scottish and Welsh

nauonalism, Independence and the

suggested demise of the UK?

Some quarters of thc ruling class

believe that Britain has a God-given

right to sull rule the waves. This

Firs!. ifs worth a look Into the

background against whIch this debate

is happening. Britain is well past its

economic and political heyday, a time

when areas like the South Wales

valleys and the central belt of Scotland

saw great economic benefits fed by

impttial adventure. Now, with

«onomic and political decline still

continuing, Scotland

.a and Wales are suffering

more than most. The

last twO d«ades have

secn whole chunks of

Scollish and Welsh industry sacrificed

in the Tories' viCIOUS allempts to

strangle working class resistance

throughout Bntam.

the Scots and

Welsh have

continued to,.,
themselves

being dictated

to year after
year because

of the

preference of

English

voters
The reason 1$ that Labour is proposing

to bring in SOITl( form of hmited self­

government for bOlh countries. There

arc 10 be referenda on the setting up of

a Scottish parliament

(and whether or nOI It

can have tax-ralsmg
powers) and a

somewhat more

toothless Welsh

assembly. The reception has been

pre(hctable enough across thc

"malnstream" pohl1cal spectrum. The

Tones, complete wilh their UniOnist

baggage, are full of dire warnings of

the break up of the Union (i.e. the UK).

N
3tionalism has enjoyed a

measure of popularity in both

Scotland and Wales over

recent years. Ana voting

overwhelmingly In election after

c1ectton for Labour, the Scots and

Welsh have continued to find

themselves !>(:mg dictated 10 year after

y~ by the Tones because of the

prefC'rcncc of Enghsh voters. So the

nse of n31ionahsm should come as no

great shock. Ironically enough, il now

Sttms that under a New Labour

government, some of the wmd Will be

taken out of the nationalist saIls •

though nOI Without a few rwisls and

turns.
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FEATURE: breaking boundaries: nationalism

What we need is such a framework

within which regional and cultural

distinction can thrive while at the same

time achieving unity -a different kind

of union- different from the unity the

UK is meant to represent, which is no

unity at all.

Decisions affecting a locality are taken

at a local level and are not handed

down arbitrarily by some remote civil

servant in Whitehall - or Edinburgh,

for that matter. Thus, "natural" British

regions, the Scottish highlands, for

example, which has distinct

requirements from the urban centres of

central Scotland or west Wales, will

enjoy an independence in

decision-making whieh will

be much more meaningful

than simply changing the seat

of government, as the SNP

and Plaid Cymru would have

it, without changing the whole nature

of society itself.

Anareho-syndicalists see a

society which is built upon the

foundations of local

associations which decide

upon the production,

distribution and consumption

of the various goods and services.

These arc then federated together with

others in the same locality on one hand

and with others in the same industry on

the other. Further co-ordination can

then take place in regional federations

and so on to a "national" or country­

wide level as well as on an

"international" or global scale.

concepts such as autonomy, self­

determination, federalism and

decentralisation. Anarchism IS a vision

of society organised from the bottom

up, ensuring that power is dispersed

throughout society and exercised at the

lowest level instead of being

concentrated in a few hands. It is a

vision which can offer greater

independence than mere

nationalism can ever hope to.

However, this is not to say that the

debate should be ignored. Discussion

of political change is an ideal

opportunity for anarcho-syndiealists to

put forward ideas on changing society

to something more viable. This

includes pointing out what is meant by

Labour's proposals are not going to

change anything materially, nor will

any other measure up to and

including independence as

envisaged by the nationalists.

Independence or devolution

based on the current capitalist

system is a mirage and cannot

bring about a society that is organised

for the benefit of all- they are not even

a step in that direction. In short this

road does not lead to anarchism and

therefore anarchists cannot suppon it.

The question we must always address

is where arc the advantages for the

Welsh and Scottish working class in

such a change. The answer is none.

There will be no advantage as long as

the fundamental relations in society

between those who are ruled and those

who rule remain as they are now.

can't possibly have an influence or

from which the revolutionary

movement can't possibly benefit.

One of the most basic anarchist

principles is our implacable opposition

to the state - any state. That includes a

future European superstate (no matter

how de-centralised and r-:-..--'
federalist) as well as any

independent Scottish or

Welsh state or regional

government. The state is the

institution through which the

ruling elass defends its own

interests and keeps the

working class down.

Whether the Scots are ruled

from Edinburgh by a Scottish ruling

class, and the Welsh by a Welsh ruling

class in Cardiff, is of no more

significance than if thcy continuc to bc

ruled by a predominantly English

ruling elass in London. The significant

fact is that they are ruled at all.

whether Scots

are ruled from

Edinburgh by

a Scottish

ruling class.,

Is of no more

significance

than If they

continue to be

ruled by

london, The

significant

fact Is that

they are ruled

atal!

There IS also talk of a "Europe of the

regions" which holds up regions like

Catalonia in Spain, the German Lander

(the states that make up the Federal

Republic), Lombardy and other regions

of northern Italy. These all have a

large degree of autonomy from their

central governments. Their separate

regional cuhures and identities are seen

to be reinforced and encouraged by the

increasing movement towards a Uniled

Europe in which they can exert their

own mnuence.

It is hard not to snigger at the thought

of some Colonel Blimp choking on his

breakfast at the Daily Telegraph's latest

doomsday predictions of the UK being

swept away in a tide of

Eurobureaucraey and anti-English

fervour In Wales and Scotland.

However, anarchists should give the

maller more thought than that and work

out some clear ideas on how to respond

to it rather than treating the whole

thing as a situation upon which we

The Scottish Nationalist Party and

Plaid Cymru, by contrast, are of the

opinion that Labour's proposals don't

go far enough, Both parties stand for

Independence, seeing "independence

wllhin a United Europc" as a viable

goal to strive for, They point to the

economic successes that a small

independent but enthusiastically

European country like Ireland has been

able to produce as a result of its EU

membership.

The very essence of British "Great"­

ness is seen to be "the Union", that

Institution which means that Scotland

and Wales are ruled from London. So

the pure horror that greets the idea of

loosening Scotland's and Wales' links

with Westminster is no surprise, It
would be the final nail in the coffin of

the British Empire and a massive body

blow to those who continue to fantasise

about 11.

those who see the need to participate in

the wider world still find it difficult to

slOmach the idea that Britain can no

longer stand up for itself,
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FEATURE: breaking barriers: travellers

International
Identi
People who choose not to stay in the same dwelling 'permanently' (who
does?) have long been victimised; travelling people have no country
and no rights. Which way for the road back to true global citizenship?

14

To cne only one of thousands of

examples, this is what happened to Ms.

lane Buckley, who. [ast Septembcr,

appealed to the European Court of

Human Rights regarding the local

aUlhorities' dccision 10 refuse planning

permission thal would enable Ms.

Buckley 10 hve In caravans on land

which she owned.

And this is just one among many cases

of discrimination against Gypsies in

Europe. Most of them are appalling.

Allacks, bombs, burning of properties,

shootings, murders... An account of

these atrOCIties has been recenl1y

plJblished by the Jewish Policy

ViudActioD No. 2 Spring 1997

about this case is that there does not

appear in the whole repor1 any

reference 10 Ms. Buckley not

complying With health and safety

conditions that could threaten the life

of the community. The question IS,

what does "the general interest of Ihe

community" consist of? Accordmg to

the report, the district council had

refused planning permission on the

grounds of the "number of gypsy

caravans already in the area and the

provision of facilities for gypsies

nearby. It was also conSidered that the

use made of the land was visually

intrusive and would detrael from the

rural and open quality of the area

(sic)". Which means Ihat is all right if

you are a Gypsy, as long as you don'l

try to cross ethnic boundaries. because

your traditional lifestyle is too

"visually intrusive" for us. In fact, one

of the inspectors sent by Ihe European

Coun suggested the case could be

senled by planting some hedges around

the caravans to SCTCC1I them from

public view!

The Times Law section ran an account

of Ihc case (Ms. Buckley vs. Uniled

Kingdom, October 9th, 1996).

Eventually, it was ruled that the general

interest of the community weighted

more than the applicants right to live

on her own land. What strikes me

The case goes back to 1988, when Janc

Buckle)' acquired some land in

WilIingham, South Cambridgeshire.

She applied for planning permission in

respect of three caravans mal weTe

occupied by herself, her rnolhcr and her

children, an application that the local

counCil refused Ihe following year. An

appeal against this

enforcement notice was

refused by the Secretary

of Scate for the

Environmenl in April

1991, and she was

informed that an officla[

sile for Gypsies was to

be opened nearby. Ms.

Buckley refused co apply

for a place in the site,

pointing ouc that it wouldn't be a fil

place for a single mother with young

children. After this, subsequent

applications to station her caravans on

her land were consistently refused by

the distnct council. so she decided 10

bring the case to the European Court of

Human Rights.

restaurantbohemian

open In town.

Unfortunately. some

thmgs never changc and

racism shadows this

optimistic picture. The truth is that,

while the Gypsy Kings are selling

thousands of records around che world.

a Gypsy woman can still be denied the

nghl of parkmg a caravan on her own

land.

F
rom a sodo-cultural perspective.

onc has the impression that

Europe (or. a stereotyped image

of Europe) is becoming more popular.

Continental cafes and desIgn

restaunUllS ~ proliferating In Bnllsh

(mes, and, In Ihe last years. there

seems 10 be more interest In other

cuhurcs from Europe

and the rest of the world.

Suddenly, it ;s "trendy"

(sic) to buy records of
Spanish namtncQ and 10

cat in the latest



Th. G,ornmo, Pollc.: B,...k1ng the Laws of Lanpog.
..coming 10 DA soon

'I drive a busfor a liVing and "'hen 1

get home," the evenings. after a quick

bite ofteo. I gel the car out and take it

for (J really IOflg drn'e dOW/1 tile

motorway and back. New!r did me any

harm..

I can't wan to sec what Ideas they come

up wnh for the health service.

Arc they gomg to have a chance (0 do

anyuung1 And when they've spent all

day dOing 11, IS il good to spend another

rcw hours In Ihe evening domg some

more ofn1

..cont 'd from page 11

why does every chIld have to pracl1ce

book work? Is this the only skill that

humans need? Arc they really all

going 10 leave school and become

academics?

FEATURE: breaking barriers: travellers
Homeworking

Europe without borders? This IS still,
and looks like remaining, a hostile land
to Gypsies. The law is blatantly rigged
and racist and the neIghbours can't be

trusted. The gypsy fight against
ignorance and prejudice is pretty slknt
and IS bemg 10Sl. Ifs shameful and
obscene that, al lhls time and age,
gypslcs arc considered less and less
like human beings by blgols and
authonues ahke.

Albert Vogel did a study on the needs

of Romany children in American

schools. There, m the cafeterias, trays

are washed and piled up for all to

touch, a practice that, like food bemg

ladled out by strangers, IS unclean to

Gypsy children. When, In onc of these

schools, some of these children were

made SIck from eatIng In the cafeteria,

the school Slaff auributed It to their

unfamiliarity with "nutrttlouS food"!

wo td bitel:
!:!Ini.i.m - a danp;etOu. knee-Ie,k ,ea.lion 10 emylhlnp;
IVComl. Humou, - well-,ehOllt<ed .,uelly
TV Comi. LQup;hte, - .udden feeHnp; of p;lo,y of one'.
su~etiotity over others

agamst, liS social attItudes. Ignorance

breeds racism and prejudIce Without

any lwu; hes like Gypsies are forced

into early mamagcJcrime, and are or

uncaring about health standards.

Europe
without

borders?
This is still,

.nd Iookllike
rtlNlinlng, a

hostile land to
Gypsies..
The IIw is:
blatantly

rigged and
rlclst and the
neighbours

c.n't be
trusted.

The case of Ms. Buckley is not

uncommon in Britain. In this century,

motorisation and the shortage of land

has made life mcreasmgly difficult for

the GypsICS. The war of atlnllOn

waged by the authontles IS causmg

senous suffenng. In the 50s, some

gypslcs who could afford It began 10

buy land of their own, but Ihis was

opposed by Ihe 1960 Caravan Sitcs

Act. In the 1960s the pressure for the

continual eviction of Gypsies with

bulldozers and private security finns

reached crisis point. In 1964, the

leadcr of the Labour group for

Blnnmgham Council called for "the

cxtennmatlon of the Impossiblcs"! In

1968 a new Act was passed, ordering

counties to prOVIde Slles for all

GypsIes, but In exchange of giving

these counlles ncw powm to move on

"surplus" GypslCS once they were

"deSIgnated" as not satisfying the

requirements of the Act. The current

sltuallon, post-Criminal Justice Act is

that Gypsies can barely move around at

all. Councils have no obligation any

mote to provide sites for Gypsies,

forcing many of them onto private land

and mto trouble.

Research (JPR). Many of these cases

ha\'e occurred m Eastern European

countries like Slovakla and Hungary.

where the situation IS really bad, but

hostility agamst Gypsies IS also found

m Spam, Brit:lln. France ...everywhere.

But. as menlloned before, It'S nOI only

leglslallon the Romanys have to fight

Get VbIea'Action delivered to your door!
Order copies by mail order by subscribing: Why not do it here and now while you're thinking about it?
With a supporters subscription, you will also receive regular mailings from us at t'tteaAction, including leaflets and
more from the Solidarity Federation (sce inside last page of this issue for more information about the SF)

o I want to lake out an annual supporters subscription and I enclose £12 (£6 unwaged)·

o Rush me more information about DA and Solidarity Federation

o I realise DA is strapped for cash and J enclose a donation of O£5 O£10 O£25 Oother.. .

All cheques/postal orders payable to 'Direct Action'

Name ....................................•••••.•.

Address...............................•......•......•..................•.....•...........
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Mus anti-gonrnmtnt action in Btlgradr

Despite the eITons by the Nigerian military

dictalOrship to silence all opposition, the AL

is still working towards the creation of a

mass movement capable of fighting for

workers. peasant self-management and

libertarian socialism. This organlsallon

mUSl nOl only endure the hardships of the

eITects of governmental repression, they

must also have to deal with the eITects of

unemployment and poverty caused by the

pollclcs of auslerlty imposed by the military

diclatorship and the World Bank.

snippet about IWA Congress below), which

is both a boost for the Awareness League

and for anarcho-syndicalism world-wide.

Hopefully, many of the thousands of

individuals involved at some levcl in this

fight will have gained confidence and

experience which they can put into use in

many other slruggles. Thus, while defeating

the state on this short term issue, the

campaign will also have a positive long term

eITeet.

The phenomenal growth of the

anarchosyndicalist Awareness League In

NIgeria over the past few years has

continued r«ently despite constant

oppression from the State and they have

become a new section of the IWA (see

The WSA-1WA has initiated an international
campaign to raise a minimum 0[$2,000 USD to help

the AL purchase a computer and other equipment.
For periodic reports and donations, contact:

. .
fligef+a

Workers Solidarity Alliance-IWA,
339 Lafayette Street, Rm. 202,

New York NYI0012, USA.

over 50';' and the courts clogged WIth

cases). the State was forced 10 bow to the

Inevitable and abolish the charges. By thIS

lime (Dc:c:ember 1996) the campaIgn had

grown 10 17.000 hou~holds who were paId

up members and had seen street patrOls to

~\lent dIsconnection's. occupations. coun

pickets. marches and demonstrations OUlSlde

the clinics of pohtlclans and party

conferences.. It's strength was In the dozens

of local groups and a mass membershIp

commItted to methods of dIrect actIon.

CampaIgn secrctary Gregor Kerr (from he

WSM) saId -The cssentlal message to be:

takcn from thc campaign against water

charges must be: that the sight of tens of

thousands of working-class people

organising to defend our own interests led to

the surrender of a government."

Roundup of just a few of the recent and

news they

Facerl wllh the faIlure to cut ofT any of Ihe

non-payers (there was a non-payment rate of

The last three years In Dublin have sccn a

major cornmunl1y based struggle againsl a

flat nlle local lax known as the 'Water

Charge', This had been introduced as an

added burden on a working class that

already pays some of the highest amounts of

lax In Europe. Meanwhile multinationals,
the self-employed and (al'T'n(rs pay

mcrcchbly low Icvds Orlb.

Three umon leaders were detamed,

suspended and told they would be fired after

the umon prescnlcd ils demands. Security

guards opened fire on workers holding a

demonstration outside the (aclory

The state was defeated by a campaIgn of

mass non-payme:nl of thIS lax In Dublin co­

ordinated by the FederatIon of Dubhn Anll­

Water Charge CampaIgns. In whIch

anarchlSlS In the Workers SolldarllY

MOH:ment played an Important role. The

I;lImpalgn also raIsed money 10 pay legal

fees of tho~ summoned to court.

Narly 3,000 garJn(nl workers walkro ou(

on !Xc 17th In Ih~ first labour slrik~ in
Cambocha's modem h,slory. Th~ mostly

.....o~n .....orkers were protcsung poor pay

and bad working condulons at the Cambodia

Garment Co and :u attempts by auth0fl11CS

10 break up their newly (ormoo union.

IWA news service
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IWA news service

wouldn't cover
direct actions around the world

Korun striker stt, alight to himulr during I
strikers' dtmonstr.tlon

korea
When .....as the last lime a wC'Stern trade

union hllnanl!y Ignored threats on its

savings and legality, and mobilised tens of

thousands in the streets'? The new laws in

Kort;! deSigned blatantly 10 undermine

employment rights have been justified on

the basis thal wllhout them, there ;s the

threat of business and Jobs movmg to South

Wales, where labour costs are cheaper and
there 15 more 'flcxlblllty' in the workforcc

(sound familiar?). The resistance to the

austere Korean regime is remarkable. And it

isn't over yet; the; 'final wave' promises yet

moTC street presence and direct action.

nicaragtJa
The expected signing in Nicaragua of the

first union contract In the Free Trade Zone,

where over 10,000 workers make clothing

and other products for the export market,

was derailed at the last minUle in late

February. The owners of the clothing

company 'Fortex Industnal' refused to

recognlsc the union as such despite ltgal

requirements and the fact that It has already

been recognised by the Labor Ministry, The

latter has trie<!to avoid enforcing the law by

'DwaACtiOD No. 2 Spring H/97

advising the company and the 'union' to sort

11 out themselves. Send a fax outlining the

above alld demanding the ministry ensures

the union gets fun union ~....• "J)
recognlllon as the law

requires: 011·505-228·

2103. (Send SAE for

more info. from DA).

france
Lyon's anarchisl bookshop, La Plume

Noire, was burnt down In February, on Ihc

day before Ihe French anarchist newspaper

Le Monde Libertaire was to go on trial

against the leader of the national front (FN),

Jean·Marie Le Pen. The fascist youth wing

of Le Pen's pany , which ;s closcly

modelled on the Hitler Youth, had atlackcd

the shop the night before, but this time

apparently attempted to murder the

occupants by selling alight to the escape

doorways In the process of burning the

shop. The current eentre.right government

as well as their predecessors the socialists

have been panicularly

compliclt m the recent rise
of fascism In France. By

saying the FN has 'bad

solutions to good

questions' they have

allowed the fascists to set

the tone of the debate; In

introdUCing ever more xenophobIC laws they

both hoped to steal the FN's thunder.

The anarchists in Lyon are in the front line;

send messages and money 10;

La Plume Noire, 19, rue Pierre Blanc,

6900J LYON, FRANCE.

france again
Jubilant lruckers Itll~ the bamcades on

Nov. 29th 10 end the 12..<Jay siege of France

after forclT1g the government to accept a

settlement giving them most of what they

wanted. The l2-day eonnict caused chaos

on both sides of the English Channcl as the

strikers blocked roads, ports, oil refineries

and fuel depots, forcmg fact ones to close

and dlsruplmg commerce As a result.

lTUckers WIll be allowed ro reme at the age

of 55, Will receive an eXlra five day per year

in sick pay, cannot be required to work

Sundays and will be paid for time spent

waiting and resting.

French employers fear Ihe successful stnke

WIll embolden other workers to fight for

beuer conditions and undercut the

government's austcnly program. especially

slT1ce this was the third Ilme in four years

that detennincd strikers forced a French

conscrvative government to retreat. Such

fear IS a pretty good sign that the action hll

the nghl spot.

2Q.th Congress
The 20th Congress of the Intcrnatlonal

Workers' Association since it was fonned in

1922 was held In December 1996 In Madnd,

Spain. Debates covered a ..... Ide

range of tOples, and there IS no

space here to do it JUS!lce,

except 10 say that the I\\fA IS

growing rapidly, and several

new sections joined.

s•..welcome:
CRAS (CIS)

BKT (Bulgaria)
ASAUL (Portugal)

ORGANISEI (Ireland:
PO Box 505, Belfast BT12 6BQ )

AWARENESS LEAGUE
(Nigeria)

ASF (Czech Republic)
SOLlDAD OBRERA (Chile)
ALAS DE XUE (Columbia)

PRO·IWA (Canada)
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child labour in pakistan

200million child slaves:

They usually work from 6am to 8pm,

except when the master is behind his

quotas and forces them to work around

the clock. Without excepllon, the

"Bonded" (bough') child,en

like this are used/or risksh""" re/XIi,ing

Pakistan. Invariably, the boys come

from poor areas and their parents arc

given a cash advanee by loom-owners,

a sum around 5,000 rupees (£1}6) for

five years of one of their sons' labour

(two months' earning for an adult

weaver). Parents arc later told that the

money was in fact a loan and that the

cost of keeping the child has Increased

the dcbt. In this way, the children

bttome 'debt bonded', tIed 10 the loom

Indefinitely. This IS not a new

phenomenon, simply more common

than ever.

Forget Victorian Britain; 'modern'
rampant free market practices mean we
live with slavery like we have never seen

before
- and it is getting worse, not better

But it is the carpet-making industry

that employs over 500,000 children In

photographs if the lighting is poor.

The laller is to ensure prodUCI quality:

If the childrm spuk, they don't give

their complete attention to the product

and arc liable to make eITon. The

children arc permitted one 3Q·minute

meal break a day and are punished if

they take longer. They are also

punished if they fall asleep, if their

workbenches are sloppy, if they waste

matenal or miscut a pattern, jf they

complam to theIr parents or speak to

strangers. A list of mfracuons tacked

to a wall is of dubious utility: the

children are illiterate, and no self or

state education is available to them.

Us~ children /0' ,ubbish t;olleclo,s: "chespe, 10 ,un

Ihan t'acton, and sml2,Ur ,hl2n oxen"

South East Asia
Working Group

monitors events and developments
relating to self-organisation for direct

action in the region. To find out more or
send/receive information, contact:

SEAWG Box 29 SW POO
Manchester M15 5HW.

The Human Rights Commission of

Pakistan (HRCP), a non-governmental

organisation, estimated the: number of

Paklstam working children in 1995 to

be In the regIon of 11-12 mllhon, half

of them under the: age: of 10. The: chIld

labour pool In this country IS

inexhaustIble, due: in pan 10 a very hIgh

birth rate and 10 an tducalion system

that can accommodate: only about a

third of the country's school-age

children.

C
hild labour b«omes an

;nsl1lulion throughout the

world as the global population

of children under 14 who work full­

lime surpasscs the astronomIc figure: of

200 million.

In many regions, cheap child labour

has depressed the: already Inadequate:

adult wage 10 the POint where a parent

and a child together now earn less than

a parent alone earne<! a year ago.
Certain industries, notably carpet­

making and brick-making, cannot

survive without the work of children.

Spons goods factorics also scrve as a

perfect example of vicious child

exploitallon. In them, children 5 10 10

produce soccer balls by hand for 40

rupecs (8Op) a day. They may wor\:

o\'er 80 hours a week in near tOlal

'darkness and total silence. The former

IS used both as an economic measure

and as a precaution, since child-rights

activists have difficulty taking decenl
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welcome to

child labour in pakistan

1997
children arc small, thin, malnourished

and their spines aTC curved from lack of

exercIse and squatting before the loom.

Their hands are covered with (aHouses

and scars, their fingers gnarled. Their

breathing is laboured, suggestive of

tuberculosis (windows arc closed

agamst fabnc-ealmg insects).

CollectIvely, these ailments. whIch

Nik~ "'e"ren are H/4nkers 101 IrIisl!riD

pathologists call 'captive child

syndrome', kill halfPakislan's working

chlldrcTI by the age of 12.

However, hope still remains: In 1992,

PaklSlanl exports fell for the first time

In two decades. The rail was no more
than three or fOUT percentage points,

but il indicated that Western consumers

were shying away from luxury goods

made by Third World children.

Carpel-makers' fears were confirmed

when In 1993 and 1994 sales fell

sharply In severnl of the largest markets

for PakIstani expons.

o doubt the factory ownm will be the

last to suffer from the loss of trade.

V~Aetion No. 2 Spring 1997

NIKE~
Saigon

Work(!rS in Niu 's factory are poid an averog~ ofl0 ~ntsper hour and subj~cted

to physical assaults and oth~r abus~. Conditions are no belt~r in Niu planu m

China and Indonesio,.

Indonesia
Inde~d, in Indonesia, Nik~ have been singled our os a par/icularly vicious

employer compared to others operaling there. To even contemplate porticipating

in a regime liu Indonesia's shows blatant disregard for human rights. The

r~card speaksfor itself; m~mbers oflhe democratic porI)! and independ~n/unions

ar~ still in jailfor 'und~rminingth~ ideology of/h~ state. IfUlking po/ilical

spuches criticising th~ governm~nt and conducting d~monslrations d~mandjng

impral'f!ments to th~ political system '. This con carry th~ d~ath penalty..

Thailand
Barbie dolls are made to order by the US lay giant MalleI. which boasted sales of

$1.3 billion last )l!ar. A Bo)/"''O/ch Barbie doll in London casu [19. The WDA.1

(World Development Movement) calcula/~s that Mallei ~arns as muchfram

British sales ofBarbi~ in One hour as it pays 5.000 worlcus in Thailand..

101 damnations (sic)

Haiti
Women sewillg Disney's 101 Dalma/ians children's clothing are paid starvation

wages ofsix cents for every $19. 99 garme/lt they sew..

Burma
Disnq"s chlldren's clothmB is produced in afactory larg~/yowned by mili/ary

dictalors. The average wage is six cents an hour and the al'W!rag~ wuk is 60

hours..
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food thoughts

BSE, no meat for thee?
If "we are what we eat", why are we eating rubbish?

F
ood productlon has bttn a

sohdly capltahst enttrpnK now

for d«ad~. however, dunng the

19SOS, fannmg busmesses came under
mtcnse pressure from 'market forces',

While the food industry pays lip­
service to quality nutrition

and hygiene, in fact now

profits mallCf aoo"c all else.

Food polsonmg is steadIly

on the Increase. Substances

whIch arc known to make

people 111 arc stIli sold and
marketed in order to

maximise profits (saturated

fats, added salt gluten and

chemIcal addlllvcs etc.. ad illfwilum).

One of Ihe major products of the

mdustry IS fat. It was one of Ihe moSI

Important by-products of the beef

lrade. Carcasses were treated 10 collect

fat. Most IS tnmmed off and Ihe rest IS

e:mac!ed by heat and solvents.

Hydrocarbon liqUIds like dry.eleaning

nUld were used to remove all trace of

fat from the carcasses.

Dunng the 1970s., the prlee of fat fell

dramallcally. The applicallon of heal

to stenllsc ammal waste is expensive.

The meat and by-products mdustries

sought to have thc regulations relaxed.

Margaret Thatcher's high sounding,

almost moral tone provided a useful

covcr for rampant greed.

The BSE saga can be traced back IQ

thIS greed. Cattle that would norm3l1y

20

I'~r had rnough too

cal grass or cereals were given a f«d

made from the carcasses of other cattle.
Basically this conSIsted of proccSSC'd
meal waste, offals and the bodies of

caule that were considered to be unfit

for human consumption. However, wc

were not going to be let off

lightly, and the farming

business had other plans 10

maximise Iheir profits.

Ealing has always been a

risky business. Gellmg

enough 10 eat dominates the

days of millions. Currently,

at least 3,000 people die

every day due to eatmg contaminated

food.

However, this has 10 be s«n m Ihe

wider contexl of some 40,000 people

dying each day becausc they were nOI

able to gel enough food. It has been

eSlimated that by the year 2025 Ihere

will be an extra 3 billion people on the

planet. This means there has to be an

increase of 55"1, in total food

production. If this is achieved, it will

lead to a further 3,000 people dying

each day becausc of polluted food, if

contamination levels stay the same.

enter prions
The drive for profit has had many

ternble consequences. Bovme

Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) is

one. Scientists sought Ihe agent of

mfection for BSE thmkmg It was a

slow VIruS which caused the dlscase.

However, the thcory now IS Ihat " IS

caused by a kind of rogue molecule - a

prion. The name prion is saId to come

from proteinaceous infectious particle.

Every germ is an infectious protein

particle, but the point about prion IS

that it resiSIS the normal enzyme which

breaks down protein. Pnons are

eXlremely difficult 10 destroy. since

heat, disinfectant etc. awean to have

linle or no effect.

We all however, produce prions m

nannal brain cells and they arc found

in other mammals. Thcse prions are

produced in 2 forms, either as spIral

molecules or as pleated sheets. The

thcory suggests that some forms of

pnon prOleln fails to fold properly and

therefore. grow at the wrong angle.

which results m damage to the bram

cells. The disease seems to come about

when an altered prion protein gams

access to the cells and startS producing

the misshapen protein molecules.

no cure yet
There IS no known cure for BSE or

other prion dIseases, ScrapIe (Ill sheep),

CJO (Creutzfeldt-Jakob DIsease).

Kuru. Also, the debate among

scientists about cause and transmiSSIon

is still going on. The only remedy as

yet IS to remo\'c these rogue molecules

form the human food cham. This
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preview:

Want seconds of this?

dear labelhng of products. Research

must be pul sensibly into new dlse~

no relaxallon of food hygIene

regulations. People are hungry for

infofffi3\lon and action. The media

have played a signifieanl role in

suppr~ssing the facts aboul BSE.

When Ihe public became aware of the

threat of BSE, millions of us gave up

beef overnight. Interest In

vegetananism exploded in Apnl 1996.

The vegetanan society was sending out

200 membershIp packs a day.

food thoughts
What we need is heahh and safety

checks at every S1age of food

produclLon; ItS a major and cruCIal

Industry and 11 muSl be madc to behav~

more responsibly. What we also need

is better information, inspecllons, and

what to do?
The spread of BSE was the r~sult of the

capitalist dnve for nwomum profils,

and Thatchente de~gulansatlon of the

Europeans bemg portrayed as shOWing

prejudIce and hatred for Bnlaln and

BritIsh products. This musl have been

~specially galling to the Tory

mentalIty, which equates 'foreign' with

·contamination'.

had a field day. Everythmg was Ih~

fault of the foreigners and the EU. It
was all a plot againsl Britain. They

turned the focus from the

contamination of beef by BSE into an
anti-European moral pame wilh

..two articles in the next issue of DA
(to subscribe see page IS)

animal feed industry in the 1990's.
Cost-culling and lalssez·faire People Will aCl if they are aware of

thatcherism have harmed public health what IS gOing on. Through the use of

and animal welfare lnunessurably. the boycott we can turn th~ market up-

Epidemics are what await us when side-down and lrash laissez-faIre

profilstake precedence over saf~IY. economIcs. If people act en masse

The Tory when th~ beef crisis broke.

eurosecptics

The EU has now given the go-ahead for Clba-Celgy's genetically englnctnd

maize. Meanwhile, ordinary people are literally being forced 10 eat food

which will poison us to dealh; food poisoning from contaminated food Is at

record levels and rising rapidly.

It is too soon to rule out an epidemic of CJD, linked to
BSE. It could still kill many thousands of people in the
UK. So far, 14 cases of variant CJD (probably) caused

by eating BSE-contaminated beef in the late 1980's, have
been confirmed. But researchers say it would be

premature to conclude that any subsequent epidemic will
be necessarily small. Applying mathematical models to

predict a range of possible outcomes shows a variation in
the range 80-80,000 CJD cases.

(Financial Times, 16/1/97 and drawn from Nature: there
have since been more deaths from suspected CJD)

the european
dimension

The European Commission imposed a

world ban on British bed on 271h

March 1996. Many in Britain

questIOned whether a ban outside th~

European Umon was lawful. The EU

did not Just ban becf, but all beef

prodUCts. The use of gelatine and

other beef products in Ihe production of

chocolate, bISCUIts, sweets, lipstick.

soap, etc was also banned.

Th~ Tonts concern. of course. was to

find a scapegoat for all the mayhem

caused. Int~rnatlonally. Ih~ first to

1'OO\'e against Bnllsh beef .....ere the

French. France was by far the largtst

Importer. with 90.000 tonnes a year

being sent across the channel. the trade

being worth £220m per year.

The announcement in the house of

commons. that 10 young prop1e had

dIed of BSE on the afternoon of 20th

March 1996 had the effect of the

announC~ma1t of a terronst attack.

E\'eryone, MPs included, had been
lulled mto a false sense of security by

the continuous stream of reassurances

and hes. Now e\lerything was smashed

10 smithereens. The meat industry

closed down almost immediately, with

slaughterhouses remainmg shut until

Apnl Everywhere there was anxIety

and the 'about face' of government

announcements causro bewilderment.

Agncullure and th~ meat trade was

facmg a calamllY. The effects on the

Bnllsh economy looked very sevCTe

(O\lCT Obn in the lasl year). The meat

mdustry supports 41,000 daIry farmers

and some 95,000 farmers ralsmg beef.

In !013I, It'S .....ooh £4bn per year. In

1995. Bntain exported 242,000 tonnes

ofbcefworth £520m.

tory eurosceptics

m\loh'ts th~ slaughtCT of th~ mfected

ammals or, on th~ other hand, th~

adoption of a vegan dIet.
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tales of pitsmoor
Part 2

summer turns to winter
UpdtlJ~:

unl and M~llove tile i""er dty «nil DJPlhmosr
wlltre 'hey Ii~, ",ith uni', I,m, CQM. Tllere /fre

duprooted proble"" 01 "nemploymen, find
~l'er1J', b",t 'he oHiy problems tJrQt get ",,)'
rmell/;ofl lire 'lit tlUy-ItH::QlUletrlll 4/14 swup­
ll/ldeNIle-cQrpel 11IIU of drugl olld perry crime.
The big plus is Ilre",Ex ofpeopk "'liD live 'here­
thue is rd,,'fJ)'S pleNty of (letlon, iI Stfl'e of
'Milki", Ihe times good', T",her fJltl." 'Having 1I
good time', But, to outJUJen, this peQpfe.mix U
seelt liS ,Ile big minlls- ,,,,d tht CQIlSlI of drugs.
petty crime tIC. Oh dur, the problem ofPOl!f!rty
hQI bun conve"lenUy overloobd Qgaj.....

The long, hOI summer seemed a world away.

No more long warm nights for the kids to
hang out, drifting in and QuI of each others'

houses, roaming. the parks in search of secret
places. Cam had come back from Flysheet
camp full of plans. All hc nceded was his
own lent and bus fare, then he and his males
could head for the woods at Burbage. 'And
smoke and drink and who knows what else,'
Lcni thought. It had all been much easier
when Cam was just a~kid - constant hard
work, yes, bUI al least he was constantly in
hcr sight. Now he was pushing her all Ihe
time 10 be off doing his own thing and Mel

was no help.

'Lel him go, Leni. When I was his agc, I
was up to all sorts in Camden. [t taught me

to look after myself.'

'Yeah but I'm his mother. What will

people think?'

'Whal will people think?' Mel cchoed.
'They'll Ihink you're a feckless single

mother and Cam is Ihe spawn of the devil.

They'll think that all the ills of society would
be cured if we brought back conscription for
young men and, failing that, Ihey need a
short, sharp shock. Bring back the cane in
school, bring back the death penalty.. .'

'OK, OK.' Leni didn't want to lislen to
another of Mel's tirades. 11 twisted her up

inside.

"Do the Right Thing."

That was what she wanted, bUI it wasn't so
easy as Mel made ou\. Mel hadn't gOI

children of her own, though she was
prepared to get stuck in. It was Mel who set
up the Home School group at the local Red
and Black Centre. It had been up and
running sinee September. Just onc day a
week al the moment, but it was hard enough

to convince the local schools to agree to that.
Cam had been all for it at first. Leni
suspected that il was more the plcasure of
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skipping school, than anything else. There
were four other women who brought their
children in- In~ and Concha were used to
running the Saturday school for Chilean
families, so Cam got to keep up his Spanish.
Mel did a self·defence session and Leni
worked on writing skills--- they were
producing their own magazine on the
computer they'd been donated. For science,
they had a Permaculture session and took it
in turns to work on each other's gardens. It
was idyllic in theory: the trouble was the
older boys, who soon lost interest. Perhaps it
was spending all day with women that
seemed too tame, too much like a mother and
toddler group. And that brought Leni
crashing back to the same old guilt feelings.

'Dear Mrs Rosario... '

Leni sighed. She always felt a surge- well, a
little tremor- of excitement when letters
plopped through the box onto the doormat,
but her excitement had to be some long-lost
memory of a time when letters were
messages from person to person. Nowadays
it was only ever the arrival of a slim, brown
envelope with cold words from some power
OUI there- the silent equivalent of the heavy
hand of the law on Ihe door knocker. This
brown-envelope-world was a place where no
people existed. The letters were signed with
a squiggle from a faceless authority. What

was worse, they were addressed to someone
who didn't exist- except in society's fictional
world of Happy Nuelear Families.

Was there any point in trying to explain to

them that there was no such person as Mrs
Rosario, Leni thought? 'Yes, [ have a son.
Yes, his sumame is Rosario. Yes, he has a
father. Yes, that man's surname is Rosario.
But MY name is Leni and if we must use
second names that trace our identity back to
a father, my surname is Marcus. Oh, and
another thing, I use the title Ms. It's the
equivalent of Mr and allows women to name
themselves without trumpeting either:
"Hallo, I'm married. Don't even think of it."
Or: "Hallo, ['m not married. Just in case you
fancy your chances." No point. So many

dickheads, so little time.

'Dear Mrs Rosario

This is to inform you Ilrat your

sOIl/daughter has been placed in school
detelllion for the/ollowing reason.... '

Leni didn't often feel proud of her

son/daughter Cam these days- it seemed to
be a sizeist thing for a lot of parents. Bigger
than me - threat to my authority = try

belittling them with scorn. Well, he hasn't

set fire to anything or hit anyone, still. That's
a relief, Leni thought, at the same time as
feeling an urge to set fire to something or hit
someone.

Reason /or detention: /ailing to brillg PE
kit again.

It was good to see that schools were still Ihe
guardians of society's moral values.

If you hove uny queries about tMs, yolt

can contact the Head 0/Upper School.

And if you have a complaint or a comment,
kcep quiet and watch some more telly. If
Leni couldn't have her firsl choices of arson
or violcnce, shc liked to writc letters - Ihey
startcd cold and sarcastic and finishcd off in
hystcrical abuse, and then she binned them.
And then watehed tclly.

Mel came in from her shift at the brewery
while Leni and Cam werc watching East

Enders.

'What arc you doing, Mum!'

Leni was grabbing the remote and
desperately trying to switch to Channel 4
News or a documentary, Tomorrow's World,
anything rather than the escapist, trivial

fiction that she knew was sapping her mind.

'We shouldn't be wasting our time on this
stuff. What about the world out there,
Europe, BSE?'

'OK, Mum, you're getting closer- Ihe
world, Europe, beef... just one more small
step and we're back in the East End and
Mark's vegetable stall in the market.'

'There are more important things in life,
love.' Mel came into the room.

'So you admit it, East Enders is
'important'. And I admit that there arc other
importUlI1 things, but this is the impartalJ/
thing I am interested in at the moment. You
two can go out into the 'world' right now and
leave me to find out what happens to Tiffany

and her baby.'

'What do you do when you're skiving

PE? Study philosophy?' Hitting below the
belt was fine, Leni thought, if your opponent
was bigger and looked like winning.

'Just give it a rest for ten minutes, Mum,
and thcn I'll tell you all about our 'Kids
Against MacDonalds' group.'

'That's my boy!'

But Me! had a horrible feeling he was taking
the piss. Cynicism was the navour of the
times; very witty, very cool, but where

would it end up? Dying on our knees still,
but with a nourish and a wink?
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know. Jr so, thcn forms of social

organisation would have to be constructed ••

there are many po5Slbililles - to overromc

this crime. What would be the

consequences of democratic decision·

making? The answers are unknown. We

would have to leam by Inal. Let's try it and

find out.

Anarchism Is sometimes called libertarian

,ociallsm - How does It differ from other

ideologIes that are often associated with

,oclallsm, such as Leninism?

How do anarchist principles apply to

education? Are grades, requirements and

exam. good things? What sort of

environment I' most conducive to free

thought and intellectual development?

My feeling, based in pan on personal

expericnce in this case, is that a decent

education should seek to provide a thread

along which a person will travel In hIS or her

own way; good teaching is more a mattcr of

providmg water for a plant, to enable it to

grow under its own powers, than of filling a

coni 'd On page 19

frequently asked questions

the
anarchism:

tll.1J wue: ClIomsky'I _en: to
queltJons put by T_ LIM ..
De«mbel' 199'

education, organisation, struggle, defeat, and

sometimes victories. It was very significant.

Sufficiently so as to call down the wrath of

every major power system: Stalmism,

fascism, western liberalism, most

intellectual currents and their doctrinal

instItutions - all combined to condemn and

destroy the anarchIst revolutIOn, as they did;

a sIgn of its significance, in my opmion.

What 'ort of conception of human nature I,

anarchl'm predicated on? Would people

have less Incentive to wor\ In an egalitarian

society? Would an absence of government

allow the strong to dominate the weak?

Would democratic decislon·maklng result In

elcesslve conflict, IndecIsion and ~mob

rule-?

Leninlst doctrine holds Ihat a vanguard

Party should assume state power and drive

the population to economic development,

and, by some miracle that is unexplained, to

frffl:lom and justice. It is an ideology that
As I understand the tenn Manarchlsm,MIt is natul1llly appeals greatly to the radIcal

based on the hope (in our state of for a booklist of intelligentsia, to whom it arrords a
ignorance, we cannot go beyond Chomsky titles,Ret justification for their role as state

a nee coPy' of the
that) that core elements of human AI< Distnbution managers. I can't sce any reason __

nature include sentiments of Catalo~~e~m either in logIC or hIstory _. to take

solidarity, mutual suppon, 12~Edinburgh it seriously. Libenarian socialism
EH8 9YE UK or . . ,

sympathy, concern for othcrs, and from us at DA (lneludmg a substantIal

so on. Would people work less in mainstream of Marxism)

an egalitarian SOCIety? Yes, insofar as they dismIssed all of thIS with contempt, quite

are driven to work by the need for survIVal; rightly.

or by material reward, a kind of pathology, I

believe, Iilt:e the kind of pathology that leads

some to take pleasure from tonuring others.

Those .....ho find reasonable the classical

liberal doctrine that the impulse to

engage in creative work is at the

core of human nature - something

.....e see constantly, J think, from

children to the elderly, when

circumstances allow -. will be very

suspicious of these doctrines, whIch are

highly serviceable to power and authority,

but seem to have no other merits.

Would an absence of governmenl allow the

strong to dominate the weak? We don't

What Ire the Intellectu.1 rooll of anarchist
thought, and 'Wila! movements have

developed ilnd animated it throughout

hlltory?

The renown Ingulst an emlc, cam
Chomsky has slated Ihat he secs the current
ideas and practice of anarcho-syndicalism as
the most appropriate way forward towards a

future libertarian society. His analytical
critiques of modem capitalism are

numerous, focused and command great
respect among a wide audience. However,
statements presenting a single 'master plan'
for social change or a detailed blueprint for
a future society are absent. He cautions that
it is difficull to ~iet what particular folmS
a more just SOCIal organisation will take, or
even 10 Icnow for sure what alternatives to

the current system are ideal. Only
experience can show us the best answers to
these questions, he says. What should guide

us along lIle way are a general Sd of
principles which will underlie "''hate\'er

specific forms our future society will lake.

The currents of anarchist thought that

mterest me (there are many) have theIr roots,

I think, m the Enlightenment and classical

libcralism, and evcn trace back in interesting

ways to the scientific revolution of the 17th

century, mcludlng aspects that are often

conSIdered reaclionary, like Canesian

rationalism. There's literature on thc topic

(historian of ideas Harry Brackcn, for onc:

I've wntten about it too). Won't try 10

recapllulate here, excepl 10 say that J tend to

agree ..... ith the imponant anarcho-syndicalist

wmer and activist Rudolr Rocker that

classIcal liberal Ideas .....ere wrecked on the

shoals of industrial capilalism, never to

recover (['m referring to Rocker in the

I930s; decades later, he thought write 10 DA with
dIfferently). The ideas have been your questions or

for pointers to
rem\'ented continually, in my further reading.

Box 1095opinion, because they reflect real Sheffield S2
human needs and perceptions. The 4YR

SpanIsh Civil War is perhaps the moSt

Imponant case, though we should r«all that

the anarchist revolution Ihat swept over a

good pan of Spain in 1936, taking various

fonns, was not a spontancous upsurge, but

had been prepared in many decades of
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works councils

er Look
Social

Democracy
hits the rails

In this issue, closer look gets an in-depth insider
insight into works councils and their use in
British Rail.

I n the last issue of Direct Action

we discussed the origins of the

works council system tracing the

development in Germany of a dual

system of works councils. Onc oftheR

is based on the original social catholic

Idea, which seeks to use works councils

to absorb workers into capitalism by

cnding class division and worker

alienation. The other ;s based on the

corporatisl idea, under which works

councils arc used to create the illusion

of workers and management silting
down together to run capitalism as
partners. In this article we would like

to extend the debate around works

councils and the threat they pose by

drawing directly on the experience of

raIlway workers here in Britain. By

lookIng at the corporatisl style

mdustnal relations system employed

on the railways.. whieh contained many

elements of the works council idea, we

hope to expose not only the failing of

works counCIls but, more importandy,

the refonnist thinking which underpins

them.

The industrial relations procedure on

the railways, the MMachinery of

Negotiallon", was introduced al the

heIght of the golden age of social

democracy, 1956. It brought In local,

regional and Rational joint union­

management eomrmnees. Problems In

the workplace could be dIscussed by
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the local joint worker.managemenl

commiltee. If agreement could nOI be

reached, a formal "failed to agree"

could be registcred and the item of

contention passed upwards 10 regional

level and, if necessary, on up to

national level. Thc "machinery of

negotiation" was based on a form of

works councils, used to resolve

industrial relation problem. The

"Machinery" did differ significanlly

from the works council system used in

most of Europe, in that it was based on

collective or union representation,

Labour have plans to put
their own nails in the coffin

of the trade union
movement - and the nails

will come out of your wages
rather than individual representation,

and negotiation backed by collecuve

agreements, consultation. Management

could not simply come along with

changes to working practices, explain

them to union representatives and then

impose them on the work force. Any

changes, in theory anyway, were

subject to negotiation and agreement.

The industrial relations procedures on

the railways were rooted like European

works councils, in refonnism and elass

collaboration. The rail unions, in

effecl, turned their backs on class

connict and promotion of struggle,

instead embracing eapitalism in return

for guaranteed union recognition.

They deluded themselves into

believing that under the machinery they

were now partners sharing a common

interest with management in ensuring

an efficient and well run railway with

conflict and strikes secn as damaging to

both sides and to be avoided at all cost.

The union took to this new rolc with

gusto and industrial peace rcigned.

The first post-war national strike,

organised by the NUR, did not occur

until 1982. Even then it turned out to

be a two day fiasco. The unofficial

strike action that dominated so much of

British industry did not feature on the

railways. Instead, rank & file an8er was

channelled by the union into the

machinery, a process which could take

up to five yean to get through the

various levels. During this industnal

calm the rail unions happily negotiated

away some half a million jobs. The

word "happy" is no exaggeration. It

was the role of the regional joint union­

managemenl body, Sectional CounCIl,

to ensure that depot closures were

carried out smoothly according to laid­

down procedures. The union side's

role was to explain to workers that they
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works councils

Such disputes may revcal thc truc

nature of reformism, with ordinary

members suddenly finding "their"

union more interested in meeting with

managemenl to get a quick return to

out" umon officials betraying the more

militant rank and file members. The

solUllon put forward is to democrallse

the unions by ma}nng offiCials

accountable to the rank and file. This

IS far too simplisllC, and doesn't take

tnto account the true realities of the

workplace. For instance how does thiS

theory explain the existence of a

Sizeable minority of local reps. directly

elected and based in the workplace but

10lally corrupted by the samc SOCial

dcmocratic values as thcir superiors

funhcr up the union hierarchy. Surely

a militanl rank and file, as perceived by

the left. would simply get rid of thcm.

The truth. certainly on the railways for

much of the post-war period, IS that

workers on a day to day level remained

passive. Indeed, il was often the case

that local union officials, With full

management support, ruled over the

general membership like mccheval

barons treated with deference by

workers.

;;;;;;:;;;,..,ii!;;EE;;;!'....... have it. What we have IS a

group of militant workers

using the tools of class

struggle coming directly mto

conflict with the SOCial

democrntic consensus pohllcs

of reformist trade uniomsm. The

unions step into such disputCS 10 try

and ensure an agreement acceptable 10

both workers and management With a

rcturn to work as soon as possible to

restore the "good relations" so vilal for

the efficient running of the rail

network.
This son of bchaviour will be seen by

many on the left as just anolher casc of

well·paid union bureaucrats, cui ofT

and OUI of touch with the rank and file,

selling out the membership. This

r~uces the problem to one of "sell

views of the management they had

dm~ with the night before. It wasn't

unheard of for union officials on

Sectional Council to walk out of

meetings because local reps were

behaving intransigently and making

improper demands on management.

The rail unions mistook their new

elevated status for power and quite

properly were keen 10 demonstrate that

they would not abuse the trust

management had plactd in them. Not

surprisingly thcn, the union felt

honour·bound not only to represent lhe

workers' side of things but also lhe

than just an agreement but part of a

complex set of SOCial structures by

which management infused social

democratiC consensus mto the unions.

Through 11, they were able to build up

relallonships With union officials at all

levels of the umon, often extending

outside the workplace into social

activities. TIllS constant intet"actlon

both inSide and outside of the

workplace gave union officials, and

their families. a sense of elevated social

standing. Visits to union officials'

homes were revealing, to say the least,

with pride of place being given to

awards and gifts presented by

management or the state for services

render~. This all reflecltd the self·

satisfaction in being part of a

corporatist team delivering a rail

service for the benefit of all, a position

of trust carrymg responsibilities that

elevated thern above the hum drum

lives of ordinary rail workers.

Thai IS nOI to say that inddents did nOt

occur which shook the rank and file out

of their passive role, thus igniting thclr

latent class consciousness. Then we

cenainly did have cases of workers

demanding action and being betrayed

by union officials. BUI il is much more

,---r='7,;;:'';;;'7.'==;-------,,,,=:'=:'=.=====,l than jusl a case of an out of
\00'.',. all in ll>< 8", ...ky do .... oh< 0Y'
...... _.1...11'" ll><f",k, _ touch leadership selling out

the rank file as the left would

aI well.s the

courting of

union

leadershIp by

politicians

there were

numerous

sweeteners
provided by

the swe for

thOle lower

down the

pecking order

For managcmcnt having a compliant

umon was nothing shon of a godsend.

In the poSI- war economy, heavily

dependenl on railways, they faced a

powerful group of workers made more

powerful by full employment In Ihese

economic Circumstances the lasl thing

management wanted was workers

orgamsed in a c1ass-conscious union.

Much effon went into ensuring that

umon offiCialdom was absorbed mlo

Ihe wider SOCial democratic SOCiety. As

"ell as the courtmg of umon leadership

by politiCians. there were numerous

sweeteners provid~ by the state for

those lower down the pecking order.

Your local rep could find himself

slltmg as a JP, a member of some

tnbunal or even the proud owner of a

Brlllsh Empire medal, the aim being to

conllnually reinforce the idea that the

union had a stake in evcr-expanding

capitalism.

The Machinery of Negotiation was pan

of thiS absorption. It was far more

The COrpontlSt ideas embodied m the

ITl3Chmery of the unions bemg partners

IS m reahty nonsense. All plannmg and

strategy on the railways was earned out

by management and government. Once

deCISions were made they were then

handed to the joint councils for

implementation with the union side

providing lhe link to the work force and

cnsunng workers' acceplance lhrough

negollallon. Despite the pretence of

pannershlp the real value of the

machmery to the unions lay in the holy

grall of recognition. The machinery

guaranteed their right to exist by

detailing the mechanisms by which the

umon could approach management on

behalf of their members. The unions

b«ame the honcst brokers between

management and the shop floor,

helpmg to refine and Implement

managemenl policy on one hand while

channelling and confining workers

gnevances on the other.

were about to be made redundanl and

to sell them the alternative Jobs on

offer and the generous resettlement

allowanees.
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works councils

POWERLESS7 FRUSTRATED7 ANGRY7

The lack of a clear political direction of

the various rank and files was panly

due to the reluctance of workers to

break with social democracy but was

also due to the influence of the various

marxist groups. Who, despite their

own revolutionary ideas, activcly

sought to limil the rank and file groups

10 reformiSI aims. Their fear of the

growth of an independenl organisation

with its own revolutionary perspective,

challenging the "leadership" rolc of

the party was so great, they constantly

sought to limit rank and files to

economic demands. Giving fonh the

strange sighl of the "political

leadership" of Ihe working class

attempting to stine political debale for

fears that workers may be politicised

and start to build their own

revolutionary organisation.
ncontinued in next issue, with

conclusions and what they mean
for workplace organisatton in

today's post·Thatcberite, Blairite
reality.

10 subscribe tee pI&l' t 5

Fighting and democratic Union." At

first sight these did appear to seeking

an alternative to the unions. Rejecting

the "Broad Left" approach arguing for

militant action based in the workplaee.

They also rejected the idea of being

linked to any political party, totally

rejecting the Labour pany, arguing for

an independent organisation. The

trouble however was behind these more

positive aspects, there was much

confusion as to short and long term

aims. For though they were quile

prepared 10 aCI independently of the

exisling unions, all of the various

groups rejecled the idea of attempting

to build alternative unions. They

inslead committed themselves to

reforming the existing unions but with

no clear strategy of how this was to be

achieved. Again, Ihough they rejected

links with political parties, in reality

this was translated inlO rejecting a

political perspective of any kind, so

having no real long lerm aim. The

workplace rank and liles limited

themselves 10 arguing for militant

action under democralic control. But

militancy linked 10 no strategy or

broader ideas.

The second form of

organisation, of which there

was a number of attempts to

set up over Ihe years, was the

more workplace based rank

and file organisation. These

tended to be launched by

political grouping, though in

recent years, a number of

organisations sprung up based

around militant depots sickened by the

unions failure to respond 10

management attacks. The most recent

one being "the Campaign for a

politics for

the broad left

Involve not

the linking of

day to day

struggles to

the failure of

capitalism,

but arguing In

branch

meetings for

the union to

change its

position on

labourparly

policies

SDUDIlRnv

FEOERIlTrON

The theory behind this thinking was

that day to day demands or economic

demands of workers ate separate from

the broader political demands which

are best pursued away from the

workplace through the polilieal pany.

In reality, the "Broad Left" hoped 10

gain control of union structure in order

10 sel a more militant agenda. Broader

political gains were to be achieved

Ihrough the election of a more

"socialist" Labour Party whose

members dominated the broad left.

Politics for the broad left involve not

the linking of day to day struggles 10

the failure of capitalism, but arguing in

branch meetings for the union to

change its position on Labour pany

policies. The aims of the broad left

were limited to building a more

militant Irade union in partnership with

a more left wing Labour Party. They

never sought a class conscious

organisation built on a revolutionary

perspective seeking to challenge

capitalism but a more mililant form of

Ihe Labour Party-TUC set up arguing

for grealer gains to be squeezed out of

capitalism but ultimately not seeking to

challenge its existence. As such Ihe

broad left was simply a more left wing

form of social democracy. Like the

unions, they were able to offer quite

plausible arguments in the long the

POSI war boom, but come the

'':='-:':' recession, unable to provide

an alternative to rampant

capitalism other than to hope
.~ ~. - __• ----- for a return to capitalist boom
=.::.::::::=--:.-::.=.~..: :-.=:.==~-

:;....-~-~~----- .."":::""...=-..: whcn again their arguments
:=- -..::..:.:.l:.-::::.--=..:::: ::_~_.~ ....
-_ ~ ....-- ---- will once again appear valid.
="--':.;:::~-::"'-==-_"""::= :::::::.:::<=:==
==:::'=-:::==:-:Z.:.::?:~ ::::=--:-:=-;;
::;::::.::::-,;.-===--==== :==.:.~.:::::--_..~ :.:,;:.-: =.~

--....- =.:-:::=:"':;._-:.-::=."'_..... =::a7=

This debate is secondary 10 the

main disagreement wilh the

broad left organisations - Iheir

political direction. As the

name implies, the broad left

sought 10 group together

workers from different political

persuasion and bring them together as

railworkers 10 fight for better pay and

conditions.

Here we reach the failure of the left.

For though there were various attempts

to organise "rank and file" groups over

lhe years. None sought to challenge

the social democratic ideas of the

unions or of the capitalist system that

underpinned it. Rank and file

organisations fell broadly into two

types. Firstly, let's look at the "Broad

Left" type of organisation. It is not the

intention here to repeat many of the

crilicisms of the way this type

of group organised. These are

well documenled, ranging

from the fact that they

organised in the union

structures instead of the

workplace, to thc fact that their

aim of gelling left candidates

elected to union positions

reduced them to little more

than electoral machines.

work instead of fighting for their

demands, The problem was that once

the immediate dispute was over

workers, having no alternative, return

10 their passive role with the union

stepping in la fill the vacuum. It must

nOI be forgotten that on the railways

the post war period brought "jobs for

life" and rising living standards backed

by state prevision of better housing,

education and health. The message put

forward by the union that co-operation

with capitalism could deliver was a

strong onc. What was needed was a

challenge la that message, a challenge

Ihat would constantly highlight the

conflict between managers and

workers, the realities of low pay, killer

levels of ovenimc and atrocious

working conditions 10 demonstrate that

capitalism in truth was not delivering

and had to be replaced.
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bullying follow-up

IISchool bullies
could grow
• •Into captains
of industryll

In this follow-up to
last issue's feature
article on bullying,
we take a look at
recent 'discovery'

research that
bullies make good

bosses...

We must have funher research lnlO

bullying, but how it should be reSisted

and stopped rather than with the rather

naive belief that it can be socialised for

the good of all.

but It is too dangerously corrosive of

co-operative relationships generally 10

be used in the production of goods and

services. That is, if we arc talking

about production for the satisfaction of

human need and the construction of

humane society.

However, anyone who

has worked in indusU)'.

or anywhere else, will

be able to confirm that

management structures

like all hierarchies are

shot through with

bullies, and the practice

of bullying. We must

recognise that bullying,

wherever it may arise,

cannot be socialised

and used for human

benefit. This view may

be tempting to some,

Mr. Sutton said Ihal bullies were more

likely to emerge in their adult lives

with criminal records than the rest of

thdr classmates but if these qualities

were properly channelled, society

would benefit. The researcher IS of the

opinion Ihat "bullies could make very

good managers (sic) at most levels of

industry. They have an understanding

of other people's minds". Mr. Sulton

is conducting valuable research in a

number of overlapping areas, and we
feci Lt is importanl that ~~_~~~-. -.~ ~~-.~

this type of work is "He winked at the stunned faces around his table,
continued and puffed up with the kind ofpride that suggested he
extended. was about to score a subtle debating point K-',-,h

Oscar Wilde:
'Where areyou going to find it?'
'1 don't know yet, !tIr !tItJXK'eff,'

'Come in again, Kim.' His voice hlld an edge of
menace. By now, us four embarrllssed executi)'es,
nOl having sllid a "'ord to each other, were silently
trying 10 come up with Iln idea 10 dh'ut from this

plllhetic exhibition. ..... "Maxweff turn.ed to us:
'What do you think ofher?' he asked. Now he

WIlS in his element. Having intimidated this slip of
a girl he could parade his potency still more by

playing his ritual humiJilltion game with
experienced highly pllid executives. Who would
crllck first?" r'MaxweU's Fall: The Appalling Legacy

ofa Corrupt Man", by Roy Greenslade (fonner editor of

The Daily Mirror), pages 104-105).

the victims of bullying.

"buUles could

m.ke very

good
m.n'ge~

{sic).t most
leyels 01
industry"

These bullies can be observed at ages

as young as 5Cven years and theIr

dIsturbed mampulallve skills may help

them become Ihe recognised leaders of

modem SOClcly. Mr. SUllen, With

colleagues, has evaluated the

psychological skills of 72 children al

threc schools in the Soulh London area.

It would appear- that bullies are skilled

m understanding other people's

thoughts, but failed to grasp their

fechngs. Mr. Sutton reported that

school bullies were better able to

understand complex stories about

relalionships than 'hangers on' or Ihan

"Bullies may (urn ;nto very effectjw!

managers at llle IJighal levels ", a

meetmg of the British Psychological

Sodtt)' was told recently in London,

by Jan SUlton, Goldsmith College,

London University.

I
,would appear (hal school bulhes

aren'\ necessarily as socially inept

as the popular stereotype. They

have, in fact, considerable insight into

how the minds of their victims work.

although they have little recognition of

the mental and emouonal hurt they

cause. Apparently, they are very

effecllve at mampulaling people.

pnnclpally by development and use of

powers 10 inflict fear and pain.
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talkback

letters
Aque~tion of violence o

Dear DA Collective

I fccl Inclined to add a bit to your headplcce

on Violence in the bright and shiny DA#1.

Perhaps as that came from RAC this should

be signed The ew Zealand MOlor Club, or

The lules BonnOI Fonnula One Fanatics,

maybe?

It's unfonunate, but it does seem there are

more people prepared to die for the

revolution than to scrub floors for it. I

suppose people are still sold on the myth of

drama - that one big event is wonh mort than

the thousands of small acts which ~

necessary for it 10 happen al all. Some seem

10 see being active as an alternative to being

organised, and you can end up doing things

out of the desperation of isolation, rather

than need. I would like people to remember
Jlmmy Heather-Hayes who committed

suicide on remand after attacking a police

station. His final poem spoke of the need for

people to be prepared if you arc going to take

on the state. {sorry not enough space for the

poem -ed.}

So, we need more floor scrubbers, bell­

nngers, shit-shovelers and pen-pushers to

alKhtlon for the revolution. And once we

know why we're fighting we'll be over half­

way to working oul HOW.

John, Norfolk

Dear Comrades

I ~ad with great interest your article "By any

means appropriate". The issue of violence in

order to bring about a more just and humane

soclf:ty is probably the most fundamental

qursuon with which anareho-syndicalists

must deal. It is vital thal we realise that the

means determine the end and thal in our

attempt to free the working class from the

bondage of capitalism that we do not plunge

them IOto a blood bath and destroy the very

Ideas that we proclaim.

28

Many anarchists, anarcho-

syndicalists and Wobblies do not oppose

violence because of the nature of violence,

but because in the light of the modem

technology of the state such a method of

confrontation would be futile and disastrous.

The very raiso" d 'elre of the state is violence

and therefore 10 attempt to fight it on its own

terms, using its methods would be disastrous,

il would be to deny the very essence of what

the revolution is about, for the ~volution is

nothing if it is not a banle for humanity

against all that is inhuman, unjust and

unworthy.

The state is prepared and conceives of

revolution being conducted in an

insurrectionist form, and has therefore made

every conceivable contingency plan to deal

with it. It has taken into account every

revolutionary experience and tactic which

has hitherto been used throughout the world

and has planned its counter insurgency

measures accordingly. This includes not only

highly sophisticated surveillance and murder

techniques, but. in the event of overt action,

the use of the most sophisticated and

technologically advance weaponry operated

by highly skilled personnel.

The state cannot be fought on its own terms,

so what effective means and strength can the

working class bring to bear to effect change?

This can best be answered by asking

ourselves "How is it that capitalism exists?"

The answer must surely be because the

working class enable it to exist. Daily we

function the system, the capitalist class do

not and cannot, we alone as a working class

are the motivating force that makes it

possible..

The aim of the ~volution is to win. therefo~

we must fight in ways which give the

working class the advantage, ways that will

ensure the success of the revolution,

therefore in our struggle to bring about a

radical social change we must organise to

fight in ways which prevents the state from

being able to bring to bear its vast strength in

confrontations.

Domela Nieuwenhuis once said "A people in

uniform is its own tyrant". Furthermore, by

the very nature of military planning it would

bring into being a new hierarchy amongst the

revolutionary ranks. Or an armed struggle

requires hierarchical chains of command to

co-ordinate, structures of obedience:. military

discipline. a toughness and brutality alien to

anarchist humanitarianism. The true strength

of a worker lies in the fact of being a worker,

and if he withdraws that from functioning

capitalism all the might of the state could not

enable it to survive.

So what does this tell us? Firstly, that the

revolution cannot come before the people

understand and want it. We must reject

vanguardism and selting ourselves up as an

elite who know what's best for the people.

Such action would be 'Bolshevik' not

anarchist.

Secondly, the revolution to succeed must be

built. which means bOlh education and

organisation. By education it does not just

mean an understanding of capitalism and its

evils, but the requirements of running a

workers controlled society, the organisation

of production, distribution and transportation

etc. To achieve this there must be organised

networks of communication built up between

all sections of society. A people so organised

and set upon bringing about social change

would ultimately bring about such change in

spite of the violence of the state, nOt today,

not next year, but inevitably, for although the

Slate can shool people to death. it cannot

shoot a whole population to work and a

people determined to be free.
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about letters
Rcaders'leuers are welcome. feel free to wtite in. However, wc get a 101 of correspondence; if you wanl
your views aired he~, mark your correspondence ']clters'. Try to keep them bnef and to the point. We
ean only prim within space pcmlilling, and reserve the right to chop bits on longer or less coherent
matenal. AlIlelleTS are kept and so full versions are available from us at DA.
Scnd your ICIlCTS to:

DA·SF (letters), PO Box 1095, Sheffield S2 4YR

Wc must never SCI ourselves up as

omniscient claiming to know what is best for

people, wc can only point out the dangers

Involved by analysing what they have

experienced and clarify the intrinsic

principles involved, as we collectively sce it.

But we aim at a successful complete and

absolute social revolution which means we

must not be emotively motivated in our

actions if we are to win and bring about a

complete transformation of society. Our

policy must be not only be logical, it must be

both mature and realist.

With fraternal greetings to fellow anarcho­

syndicalists.

Aberystwyth IWW

Act-back
DA,

From the late 19th century to the 1970s,

leading capitalist nations felt the need to

provide large-scale welfare services for the

working class. This was not an epidemic of

humanitarianism sTriking ruling classes but

was necessary to provide the healthy, skilled

workforce then essential for capitalism's

economic expansion and to fight its wars as

well as appease this workforce, which often

became militant. Since the 1970s new

technology has made it possible to reduce the

economic need for skilled as well as

unskilled labour with the result that more and

more of the population of the rich

'developed' countries along with the

'developing' world is surplus to

requirements.

The bosses are not (yet) able to dispose of us

like a farmer slaughtering surplus livestock,

but. by cutting back on unprofitable and

undesirable welfare services, they encourage

us to turn on ourselves and caeh other.

Replacing the community and family is a

frightened, fractured and isolated society,

distracted by the capitalist media's consumer

culture, The result is rising crime and a

demand for increased 'law and order' which

the capitalists, whose activities delibermcly

produced this result, are ready to cynically

exploit with more police, prisons and laws,

providing a profitable growth industry and

an excuse to strengthen their apparatus of

repression now that the old excusc of the 'red

menace' has disappeared.

Talk of the working class is a delusion. The

majority of the population of the developed

world is middle class. They enjoy a

materially privileged lifestyle compared to

the world's impoverished majority and so

have a vested interest in preserving the

system that supplies these privileges (at least

so long as they last). There is a large and

growing underclass -long term unemployed,

low paid, pensioners, single parents etc..­

who have no material stake in the system.

Our interest is extracting as much as possible

from the rest of society, used as scapegoats

and a threat to keep the majority in line, we

are the key to the system's destruction.

We cannot be mobilised by any party or

organisation or the preaching of obsolete

ideals like solidarity, humanity and similar

sentimental drivel. What is needed is a

mass-campaign. If successful this would

greatly reduce the effect of capitalism's

strongest industrial weapon (the threat of the

dole) and restore the possibility of industrial

militancy, It eould also have a healthy

political effect by greatly reducing the

privileges of the middle class, pro-capitalist

majority.

ED: Jdon 'I usrwlly commenl bill couldn'l resist, I
like Ihe inilial analysis, bUI gOl 10sI bel....een Ihe
rmli-organisatioll ond the mass compaigTl, WOTl'l
this reqllire orgalllsation -I.e. rel"Qlulionory
IlI/archiSI orgallisations strong enough 10 repel
reformist opporlUllislS - or surely I1 ...iII/ade (II"oy
like ami-pal! lax groups did? For certain, Ihe
',,"derclass' is essemial in rhe slruggle, bUI J£i.Ih.
....orkers or else il will be furlher margillolised,
1I0? As for Ihe 'middle class', whm is il? Aren'l
thesejuSI bosses lackeys and workers dlfped into
capilalism. whelher ill rlre office or factory? A
re''Olmlon needs mnssi"e support omongsl bolh
wage-earners nnd olher working class people: a
bigger and more uniled mOl"Cmenl thon ever
before. Surely we need /0 be building linlcs: and
breaking borrlers, nOI making them.

talkback

..COIU 'd/rom page 23

vessel with waler (highly unoriginal thoughts

1 should add, paraphrased from Writings of

the Enlightenment and classical liberalism).

These are general principles, which r think

are generally valid. How they apply in

particular circumstances has to be evaluated

case by case, with due humility, and

recognition of how little wc really

understand.

Chomsky's thoughts regarding afuture

society (as expressed by letter 10 Tom lane):

About a future society, l...may be repeating,

but it's something I've been concerned With

every since J was a kid. I recall, about 1940,

reading Diego Abad de Santil1:m's interesting

book After the Revolution, criticizing his

anarchist comrades and sketching in some

delail how an anarcho-syndicalist Spain

would work (these arc >50 year old

memories, so don't take it too literally), My

feeling then was that it looked good, but do

wc understand enough 10 answer questions

about a society in such detail? Over the

years, naturally I've learned more, but it has

only deepened my skepticism about whether

we understand enough. In recent years, I've

discussed this a good deal with Mike Alben,

who has been encouraging me to spell out in

detail how 1 think society should work, or at

least react to his "panicipalory democracy"

conception, I've backed off, in both eases, for

the same reasons, It seems to me that

answers to most such questions have to be

learned by cxperiment. Take markets (to the

extent that they could function in any viable

society -- limited, if the historical record is

any guide, not to speak of logic). I

understand well enough what's wrong with

them, but that's not sufficient to demonstrate

that a system that eliminates market

operations is preferable; simply a point of

logic, and I don't think wc know the answer.

Same with everything else.
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reviews

•review deal of imponanee on Ihe changing of

allitudes. All this is supposed 10 take

place in Western democracies (he only

talks of the WCSI) and Ihe main

emphasis of change revolves around

!Wo Ctnlres: same sex marriage and

access 10 the mililary. bolh CUrTCtll and

slrong debates, espeeially in the Uniled
Slales.

and Ihe choice to dttide our own loves,

and not with the idea Ihat lesbians and

gay men are a small fixed mlnonty but

with Ihe hope that non-excluslve forced

hClerosexuality can be a more

widespread phenomenon Ihan In

laday's socIety.

RMC

Virtually Normal. An argument
about homosexuality

Andrew Sullivan

Picador, 1995

ISBN 0 330 )4453 6

Andrew SulJivan's Yirtually Normal is

a courageous book which intertwines a

political message and a vcry personal

story of growing up gay in Britain.

The book is divided ;010 fOUT principal

sections which cover what Sullivan

ViewS as the politics of the

prohibitionists, the liberationists, the

conservatives and the liberals with

regard 10 homosexuality. The

moralistic and often Christian

'prohibitionist' stance IS allackcd and

dIsmissed. However, 50 is the

'Iiberalionisl' stance and even the

political projcct envisaged in this.

Sufhvan makes it clear that as pan of

the 'homosexual ("olldilioo', whatever

such a child finds him'herself in, no
child..

MW//I feel at home i/l his saual alld

emotIonal 'I4.'Orld, cvell in the mosl

lo/eram of cultures. And el'ery

homosaual child .....iIIlearn 'he riluals

of deceit. impersonation, and

appearance. Anyone who belinY!S Iha,

political, socIal, or e~'en cultural
rCI'Olutiol1 will change lhis

fundamentally is denying reality~

(p.l3)

Sullivan g~s on to dismiss Ihe

activism around HIV and AIDS,

'outing' and other aspects of the

~anarchy of random resistance" (p. 92)

for a more traditionally liberal

Instilulionalised approach 10 Ihe

problems of homophobia and the

discrimination lesbians and gays suffer.

He n~Jects the conservalive apPrOach as

untenable and unjust and places a great

30

Sulllvan

seems to

think th,t
gays are,

small mInority

In society 'nd

that our

numbers are
pretty much

fi'e<!

Anarcho-syndicalisls will clearly

disagree with the conclusions of Ihis

book: gay marriage in itself will not

solve our problems. Marriage

instilutionaliscs homosexuality and

limits ifS radical, subversive edge

which questions heterosexualilY,

monogamy and gender roles. While

we should not oppose same sex

marriage, we should be able 10 point

OUI ils limilations and the possible

consequences of il for the lesbian and

gay movement and 'wider' sodely.

Integration of anyone into the military

machine is anathema to anarcho­

syndicalisfS who have pointed OUI for

decades Ihe destructiveness of

Ihe army. We do not wan! the

democratisation of mililarisation,

what we call for is the diSSOlution

oflhe anned forces.

Another major problem I had

while reading Ihis book is that

Sullivan seems to think that gays

are a small minority in sociely

and that our numbers are pretly

much fixed. This does not lake into

account the very real widespread. bUl

unacknowledged, diverse sexuality that

people experience. Nor does it open up

the possibility for more people to

experiment wilh their sexuality in a

radical, as free as possible libenarian

sociely which we seek to create.

Sullivan also ignores bisexualily and is

silent on the subjttl. Homosexuals, for

him, arc a neatly defined. almosl

genetically-endOWed (small) group of

people who will always suffer some

kind of discrimination.

Despite a sensitive and personal

account, the scope for things gelling

beller in Sullivan's plan is limited. We

should be promoting sexual freedom

The Language Instinct
Stcven Pinker

Penguin. 1994

ISBN 0 140175296

When I read '100 years of SOlitude' by

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, a review on

Ihe back cover said This book will

change your life.' I

thoughl, 'How

pretentious,' but

luckily read it

anyway. And it did.

So did 'The

Language Instinct' by

Sleven Plnker,

recently OUl in

paperback. or
course, it didn't change anylhing OUI

there; it changed - in the sense of

freshening, sharpening and jolling- my

ability to perceive things oul there.

Unfonunately, unlike Steven Pinker, I

can Sli!l only use words like 'things' to

point you vaguely in the direction I'm
looking.

He uses words with a childlike

creativity to illuminate the

phenomenon of human language. He

does nOl use language as a big Slick la

beal us with (as GilIian Shephard

orders tcachers to do). He celebrates

language as a shared ability:

'Simply by making "ois~s with our

mouths. \oI-'e con reliably cause precise

new combinations ofideas 10 aris~ i"
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each olher's minds. The ability comes

so IJall/rally we are apt 10 jorgel what a

miracle if is. '

He takes apart all the fuzzy, inhibiting

misconceptions about language so

swiftly and elegantly, it should silence

the language fascists for ever- but his

ideas may stay locked up in a small

paperback, while their words will

continue to be broadcast, drip by

insidious drip, through the popular

mcdia,

His notion of 'instinct' pushes 'rules'

and 'education' onto the sidelines,

while thc players struggle on regardless'

of chccrs and abuse:
'people know how 10 talk in more or

less Ihe sense Ihal spiders know how 10

Spill webs. Web-spinning was nOI

inW!rlled by some lll1SUllg spider genius

and does IlOt depend on haVing had Ille

right educalion. Spiders spin spider

webs because Ihey have spider brains,

which give them the urge to spin and

Ihe compelellce 10 succeed.'

Some chapters are mind-bogglingly

difficult, but these can be skipped. For

thc most invigorating mind-shower, I

would recommend 'Babies Born

Talking- Describes Heaven' where he

reminds us not to see children as

inferior versions of adult supremacy.
Why do we call their creativc

application of grammatical logic:

'00/1 'I giggle me.' a mistake, but reward

the advertising copywriter's

innovations: 'Sparkle your table \Vilh

Cape COli classic glass-ware. '?

His chapter 'The Language Mavens'

demolishes most of the current

complaints about 'incorrect' or 'sloppy'

language. 1 love his characterisation of

their argumentS as 'hairbalfs oj loosely

associated jacloids' and I'll hope to

remember the phrase next time I'm

confronted by the unpleasant mess they

regurgitate onto Kilroy or the pages of

the Daily Mail.

The precise examples he gives are

fascinating, but his opening paragraph

is enough to jolt the way we have been
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for the most

invIgorating
mind-shower,

I would

recommend
'Babies Born

Talking­

Describes
Heaven'

where he

reminds us

not to see

children as

inferior

vel1iions of

adult
supremacy

taught to think about language:

'Imagine you are walching a nalure

documenlary. Tire ~'ideo shows tire

usual gorgeousfootage ofanimals in

Iheir natural habilalS. BUllhe

voiceow~r reports some Iroublingfacts.

Dolphins do not execule their

swimming strokes properly. pal/dos

hold bamboo in Ihe wrOlrg paw. Ihe

song oflhe humpback whale cOlllaills

sew!ral well-known errors... Your

reaction would probably be. What on

earth could it mean for the sallg oflhe

humpback whale 10 conlain an

"error~? ISII '1lhe song oflhe humpback

whale wilaleloer Ihe humpback whale

decides to sing?

Who is IMs anllouncer anyway?'

It's time to teHthese announcers to shut

up and let people get on with using

language. The book is powerful stuff.

Look no further for a place to start (or

continue) claiming back our language

from the grammar police,

AR

Better read than dead
AK Press Audio and Epitaph benefit

for AK Press

AK,1996

This, as you may have guessed, is a

compilation for AK Press by AK Press.
[t contains twenty tracks of audio

music and a special enhanced CD

ROM of the AK press catalogue,

apparently. Not having access to a CD

ROM compatible computer I'll take

their word for it. (If anyone wants to

send me a computcr with CD Rom and

multimedia to review I'd be happy to,

you know the busy anarchist needs a

really fast machine!!! are you
listening Bill Gates?),

reviews

As with any compilation, you arc

probably not going to like all the tracks

unless you compiled it The album

contains the names you'd expect to see

- the Levellers playing 'exodus' live

(lots of people like them, no really they

do) and Chumbawamba doing a gentle

piano and soft keyboard with vocals

"safety pin stuck in my heart", I still

love them when they do this sort of

thing. Napalm Death are a mellow
Napalm Death (relative[y speaking).

Snuff do a very good Snuff on a cover

of '[ can see clearly now" where their

punk pop Robson and Jcrome act
provides another bit of fun. A number

of other bands also seem to be off

doing the Snuff thing, but

unfortunately not covering classic pop

songs. The best Cain and Zoinks
bounce along with energy and zest, the

not so best Larry Byms and Chocolate

seem to forget that pop means tunes,
songs whatever, and this is doubly so

for loud shouty pop. It's not new and

cutting edge, it needs to be quality

stuff. Just look at the Gary Fioyd Band
whose 'too much alcohol' is just bog

standard pub blues boogie, but so much
beller than that. They've got the right

dirty sound and a vocalist with just the

right voice. This should be played to

all those highlighted blokey bands

playing standards in pubs up and down

the country as a gentle hint to get a

decent singer or give up. J Church are

only saved in their sub-Snuffism by

repeating "he's a fucked up piece of

shit" a few times (it is big and it is

clever). Spazz on 'mighty morphin

power violence' arc that old style

britcore, as was, of old Napalm Death.

Extreme Noise Terror etc. NOFX and

Hooton 3 Car head off for the new

wave end of punk and arc nothing new,

interesting or offensive.

The only really bad track on thc album

is Tribes of Nuerot's 'cathartidae'. It is

the only track on the whole thing that

tries to be different, unfortunately the

rather interesting minimalish

noiscscapes are made completely

unlistenable by some woman making
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wooo W'o\'ooo nOIses over the top at

whal seems random moments. This;s

what happens when you lel Goths ncar

a recording studio after several too

many cider and blacks. Pitchshifter

and Pap Brittle go for a spot of

mdustnal metal which falls just the

nght sIde of the hne to funk metal (i.e.

the side away from it). Sort of like the

Twenty Fifth of Mayor early Blaggers

ITA, but nOI enough like RcvCo.

Talking of the Blaggers ITA here they

liTe with 'there's gonna be a lynchin',

What's happened, no horns. no samples
no mixing no fun, just, yel, another

gUllar, bass, drums shouty vocals band.

Of the rest BJom Baby Bjom do a Fax

copy of one of Abba's greatest
mom<.nts 'Waterloo' (it's a bIt fuzzy

round the edges), the Wild Bouquet are

one for the older listeners, dull Eric

Clapton-ish without the guitar

histrionics and with top cheesy organ

riffs. Let me hear you say YEAH! for

top cheesy organ riffs! Big Ray are

probably the band most likely in that

they sound a bl! B·"pop. To be more

prcclse, like Blur without the irritating

Moclmey chlrpings. Wayne Kramer is

Blue Oyster Cult and [ claim my

cuddly Buck Dharma.

The last track is by Propaghandi, which

I thought was a split from Fun-da­

mental, but it's not them, shame. It is

some Canachans doing that happy

gUItar punk that Canadians do so well

(lhe 'phone message at Ihe begmning

and end mentions Hannah, no relations

to lhe ex- Subhumans bloke?'?). wen

bemg a Canadian punk band and being

at the end. they made me think of

Nomeansno, and so I put on some

Nomeansno and reflecled that if all

bands sounded hke them I'd be vcry

much further m debt than I already am.

Posnive points; only one really bad

track, and that fails through trying 100

hard; a few rather fine tracks and lots

of okay ones; if you have a CD-ROM

wotsit you can peruse the AK Press

catalogue, I like compilations;

excellent cover art With lots of ardent

ctllnesc communIsts clutchmg AK
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elcellent

cover art with
lots of .rdent

Chinese

communl$ts

clutching

AK Prn. to

their he.rU

Press to their hearts; and, it prints the

quote "If I can't dance, it's not my

revolution" (Emma Goldman) on the

slecve, my very favourite quote,

Luddgang
Gig at the Devonshire

November, 1996

Oi ponoi didn't turn up so the support

had to do the whole show. Being as it

was their first gig not many people had

much idea of what the support were

going to do. They were here to see

good old Oi ponoi. So what happened

next came as a bit of a surprise.

The music? Test Department meets

Crass is miles away but I can't seem to

get any nearer. The part of the 'gang

who are on stage do tribal drumming to

astonishingly intense backing tracks

and video/slide screen images,

presumably operated by the part of the

'gang stageside.

As you might expect, 5 drummers is

loud. Also as you might expect,

Luddgang use less orthodox

'instruments' and metal-ish implements

to hit in addition to the obligatory bass,

big toms and snare. Beer barrels, tin

cans and a range of assorted acoustic

metal-ware is as precise as I can get.

Luddgang present a serious, class

struggle anarchist image, No fooling

about dancing gaily 'till the revolution

happens. The video and audio clips

cover everything from American

Presidents to Bosnia to Poll Tax, the

list is endless. None of it leaves you in

any doubt who the enemy is.

But there's more. The call to atuon is

clear as a stick splitting a plastic skin.

You get a free magazine. The message

cuts through the rough edges. noise,

altitude and anger. If this doesn't make

you angry you aren't human. If It

doesn't make you at least think about

doing something about the state we are

all in, you are hopeless. Luddgang, nOI

surprisingly, consists of active

anarchists and anarcho-synchcaliSls,

and this is a call to the barricades.

There are plans for a no-profit pack of

audio-visual and printed maller with T­

shirt no less. Enquire about it if you

cannot gel to one of theIr gigs

(Luddgang, PO Box 446, Sheffield SI

\NY, UK). Ot:hcrwisc, do younelf a

favour and see them live.

I Shot Andy Warhol
Oir. Mary Harron

1996

I only read the SCUM Manifesto

earlier in the year and was somewhat

confused about it. It's a well-wTltten

piece, mainly, which contaIns some

unpalatable ideas and, in places, some

seemingly wild inaccuracies. Maybe il

is because I am more used to such

vitriolic hatred of one gender for

another coming from men'.' Whatever

it was, I was interested to know more

about the woman who wrote it. So

when this film came out about Valeric

Solanas I was quite keen. A chance to

find out something about the .....oman

who wrote SCUM, why she wrote it

and how she herself Interpreted It.

Anyway, I wanted to know more than

just that she shot Andy Warhol.

The film in itself is finc, by no means

brilliant, and the acting gets a bit

wobbly in places, but no worse than

your avenge soap or many other low
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budget movies. The film ponrays

Solanas (played by a chain smokmg

Llh Taylor, if she gets cancer she

should sue Mary Harron) as a racllcal
lesbian who came from a background

of abuse. As an outstanding student,
she funded her way through college by

prosmullon, then going on to h\"e

rough on the streets of New York.

Apparently determmed not 10 gel any

of the usual JObs, she SUrvIved by

gelling money on the street. Through

her friendship wilh drag queen Candy

Darling, she meets Andy Warhol's

crowd and begins hanging around on

the edge of i\ trying to persuade

Warholto produce her play. When he

doesn't and she gets ripped off by her

publisher, she b«olTl(S convinced that

Ihe pair of them are out to publish the
play without her. It is perhaps her

descent into msanity which is the
weakest pan of the film. [I seems far

too rushed. The titles al Ihe end of the

film tell us that Solanas died of

pneumoma OUI on the streets years after

bemg released from Ihe inslitullons to

whIch she was senl when she was
convlcled and declared 10 be mentally

Ill.

Solanas IS shown at one point walchmg

a news repon of a femmist

demonstration and it's implied that she

was almost unaware of a wider
movelTl(nt. She did appear 10 work in

almost tOlal polilical isolalion whIch

makes the quallly of her ManIfesto

more remarl:able, but it explains some

of her frustratIOns. To work in

Isol:lI;on means you not only have no

one to work and share your ideas with,

you are isolated from the currents of

thought that are around you and the

existing channels to get your ideas out

and about. You receive no feedback,

sympathetic or otherwise, you have 10

devdop all your ideas on your own.

ThaI seems 10 ITl( the hardest way of

domg things.

The thing aboutlhe film that erked me

was that il concentrated far too much

on Warhol and the Factory, from the

tItle onwards. Acknowledging the

hmltations of Ihe scope of a shonlsh
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IS In

outstlndlng
student, she

funded her

way through

college by

prostitution,

then going on

10 live rough

on the streets

of New York

film and that Solanas is most well

known for her shoollng of Warhol and

that it was at least in pan her frustration

al his indifference to her play that

contributed to her tipping over the

edge, I was sti11 interested in a film

aboul Solanas and what

her ideas were, how

she came to wrile the
mamfesto.

The manIfesto had little
to do with her time

with the Factory. How

did she come to write
it? Was it a satire of

male writings, was il

also supposed 10 be

taken literally, or both?

It JUst goes to show

that you won'l gel a

film made by

Hollywood, or even BBC's Arena

programme, based on the pitch "it's

about this really intelligent women who

wrote this manifesto about eradicating

ITl(n and who was a really interesting

characler". But you may gel a small

budget film about "the mad woman

who shot Andy Warhol".

The problem is film is not the way to

make a documentary, which is I guess

what I wanled. It has to survive on its

merits as a piece of celluloid drama and

I suppose il does that, just.

Carla's Song
Dir. Ken Loach

1996

For once I agree with Barry - it's a

good film. Carla's Song is on a similar

grand scale as Loach's Land and

Freedom; instead of an epic of the

Spanish Civ,1 War, it 'does' Nicaragua.

Roben Carlyle Slars as George, the bus

driver who falls for mysterious

reviews
passenger Carla, who turns OUI to be a

disturbed escapee from Nicaragua's

COnlra 'rebellion'. As Gcorge

discovers more about Carla's paSt the

two are inevitably drawn back into the

ContralSandinista conflict Once there,

the FBI rears ItS ugly

head - the portrayal of

ils pan In creatmg and

promoting barbansm IS

plausible but shocking
10 the uninItiated.

Then it all starts
gelling preuy intense.

Apan from the tIme

and place, the parallels

with Land and

Freedom are so clear it
is vinually a sequd by

type. Carla's Song IS

similarly (or more)

realistic in tems of sets and general

atlcntion to detail, and again, top
Hollywood actors are ditched in favour

of local talent, giving perfonnances

with less polish and more rough edges •

but all the more gnny for It.

The compansons with L&F go on.

Leach is no anareho-syndlcalist, and,

having hugely underplayed the role of

the anarcho·syndicalist CNT in the

Spanish Civil War (while

simultaneously drawing heavily on

anarcho-syndicalist acllon and

In\8gery), il is not SUrpriSing that thiS

lime Ihe anarchisl content IS

approximately zero.

Don't expect to find sturdy Kedlmgs of

anarchist activity • but do expect a

vivid portrayal of the elemcnts of

social revolution typical of this

national liberallon style Struggle. And,

judging by my own experience

elsewhere of modem low mtenSlly

wars involvmg grass fOOlS struggle for

national Iibc:n.llon - liS reahstic. It

gives you a buzz. If you idenllfied

with L&F like this. you'll like it.

Oh. and watch OUI for the inevitable

love story bits, which get a bit

overbearing.
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endpiece

Class matters
A personal viewpoint of class coming to the fore in trade union mergers

W
en Nalgo, NUPE and

COHSE merged. it was
expected that there would

be mergers of branches under the same
employer - local authorities and health
authorities and trusts, for example.

However, vcry few of these went

through easily, and many are still In the

pIpeline: paniclularly where unions
Involved had very different cultures

and often had years of mutual

antagomsm In the workplace to

overcome.

For example, my branch of Nalgo

never had real problems with eIther of

the two manual NUPE branchu, but
the NUPE Oflicm were a scab crew
totally In management's pocket. Now
that UnIson Head Office is forcing
through mergers, the Branch Secretary

fot life of NUPE officers is scared he

might be redeployed and have to do

some real work (unless there's a job in

some brown-nose department going, of

course..).

On a mort scnous note, there IS feal

0pposlllon 10 lhese mergers from some

manual workers' branches. And IhlS

op\»sllIon IS txpressed In class lerms.

my branch of

Nllgo never

hid problems

with the

mlnull NUPE
branches, but

the NUPE
Office~ 'Mre

I lcab crew

totally in

management's

pocket

Some manual workers argue that Nalgo

members are their managers and they

don't want to be in the same union as

them. Often Ihis is true, but it obscures

a lot more than that.

There is a problem with bolh the

numbers and levels of managers and

chief officers that my union goes out of

ilS way 10 recruit. That said, there is

no simple way to draw a line· some

managers In local government get paid

at Senior Officer level, yet specialists

such as computer professionals will be

paId the higher principal officer grades.

often quile high up the scale (and in

some authorities specialists such as this

gel paid more than their managers).

So though pay might be a good

indicator it is not a reliable one, rather

a better one is position in the hierarchy.

A bOllom rung manager, apart from

slightly beuer pay, is not in a very

different position from those Ihey

manage. They have little control over

their work, often have to work longer

hours without extra pay, and are

equally subject to the whims of Ihe

bureaucrats.

Class is at issue here but it defies lhose

who want to simplify it to a manual

versus white collar basis. Many white

collar workers are paid less than

manual workers, arc often women and,

in inner city areas, have a high

concentration of black workers - hardly

recognisable as a privileged group.

So what should our attltude to

management In the unions be? Clearly,

certain levels of managemenl are pan

of the bureaucl1lCy (as are some full

lime union officials) and therefore on

the other Side of the class war. These

are generally people with the dlrecl

power to hire and fire, as opposed 10

having to do everythmg through

personnel.

But our attitude to most managers, and

local government and the NHS are

chock-a-block with different tiers of

management, is based on class and

solidarity. If they identify with the

union's demands AND abide by them,

then they ~ on the same side and if

they don't, or~ half·heaned aboUI it,

they are not. BUI we mUSI remember

that if the workers ~ half-hearted too,

we won't be getting very far.

~ANARCHIST
ECONOMICS*--­....._10_

feed yout head with la pteJ:a pamphletJ:
La Presa produce shorter pUblications for the discerning
who never finish books more than three quarters of an

inch thick but want to know more. Send £1 per pamphlet or
an SAE for a list of current and forthcoming publications.

La Pte..
PO Box 29, S:outh We.t PDO

Manche.tet, MI5 5IJW
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about the solidarity federation

Solidarity Federation
Te Sohdant)' Federation was formed

In March 1994 by the Jommg together

of mdustnal nc'.... orks In the
Transpon. Education and public

Scn Ice sectors, the Dm~el ACllon Mo\'cmcnl

and other groups and mdlvlduals This was a

conSldcrabk step fON'ard for

anarchosyn<hcallsm In Bntam

The SoIFed (SF) proVides what has been

lackmg for many ytars • a concrete bast' In

the workmg class for uniting SlruggleS In the

"orkplace with the WIder pohllcal struggk In

the communlly. In other words, SolFed lS a

~\ olullonary SOCial and economIc

organL5J.Hon The Ideas and pracllCts of

anarchosyndlcahsm arc not new, although

they are constantly changmg In responSt' 10

the rapidly changmg world. Whilst nol a

fully fledged revolullonary union federatIon,

SolFro 1$ a Significant step towards thIs aim.

As mdustnal networks grow In members and

Influcnce, so docs the seo~ for aCllon. The

mdustnal networks have established a

reputation m their mdustnes and arc showmg

rcal results m mcmbershlp and effectIVeness.

Locals
SoWed IS not Just orgamscd through

mdustrlal networks. It also orgamses locally

through "locals".

A local IS made up of all SoIFed members m

an area regardless of network IT'Ctnbershlp.

The work of locals IS varied

general solidaI1lY with the

networks and other workers;

local pollllcal campaigns like

anu·fasclsm arK! envIronmental

ISSUes; holding publiC meellngs;

producing and dlsmbuung

anarehosymhcahst matenal

Many of the already established locals have

or are working towards getllng a local. an

actual bUilding as a permanent base.

International Workers
Association

The SolidarIty Federauon IS the Bntlsh

section of the I\'IA, giving It the strength of

internatIonal solidarity and experience from

the larger sectIons such as the

CNT m Spain and the USI In

Italy.

Founded In 1922, the

International Workers

ASSOCiation (I \'lA) has sections

all over Europe, In South America, Australia

and the USA.

Why orgamse internal1onally? As cap1\alism

has become increasingly international,

always looking for new markets to 'exploit',

so It IS essential to stress the need for

IOlcmatlonahsm among all workers.

Capltahsm relies on dlvlde-and­

ruk tactlcs. It therefore preaches

rabId natlOnahsm and patnousm.

The Labour Pany and thC' TUC go

along WIth thiS and conl1nuC' 10

use Similar slogans whenever the

opponumty anses.

A genuine workers movC'mC'nt

muSt completely reject this. Our movcmmt

IS based on the pnnclp1c: of sohdanty.

Workers are exploltC'd everywhere - Ihat IS

our common link. We have far more m

common with French railway workers. Pohsh

mmers or South African street dC'3nC'rs than

with any boss or politiCIan. BritIsh or

otherWise.

So where has the IWA been these past 74

years? Until the Second World

War, It had over 5 mtlhon people

world-wide affiliated to

revolutIonary unions. A

combination of war, fasCism,

state capitalism and commumsm

all but destroyed it. FollOWing

the rc-emerge of the Spanish CNT In the late

70's, the IWA had a new lease orlife. Today

there are sectIons in over a dozen countTles,

ranging from propaganda groups to

functioning unions. The Solidarity

Aims of the Solidarity Federation
ThC' Sohdarlly Fc:derauon IS an orgamsatlon of people who seC'k to
destroy capitalism and the statC'. CapItalism because 11 exploits,
oppresses and kIlls workmg people arK! wrttks the en\'ironment for
profit world-Wide. The State because It ean only mamtam hlC'raTchy
and pnvllege for the classes who control It and their servants; It

cannot be used to fight thc oppression and exploltallon thal are the
consequences of hierarchy and the source of pnvtlege.

In their place. wC' want a society based on workers' self­
managcment, sohdanty, mutual lud and hbertanan commumsm.

That SOCiety can only be: achieved by .....orklOt class organisations
based on SImilar pnnclplC's - revolutIonary unions. These are not
Trade Unions only concernC'd With "bread and butter" ISSUes like
pay and corK!lIlons. RevolutIonary unions are means for working
people (0 organl~ and fight all the ISSUes· both In the workplace
and outSide- .... hlch anse from our oppression.

Z>ivdAClion No 2 Spring 1997

We recognIse that not all oppreSSIon IS economic. but can be based
on gender, race, sexuality, or anything our rulers find useful. Unless
we organise In thiS way, pohllclans - some claIming to be
revolutIOnary _ WIll be able to exploit us for their own ends.

The Solidanty Federallon consiSts of InduSlrill el~'orks and
Locals which are the nuclei of future revolutlonary unions and
centres for workmg class struggle on a local level. Our actIVIties arc
based on Direct Action - aellon by workers ourselves, not through
mtermcdlanes like pohllclans arK! umon offiCials: our deciSions are
made through dnC'Ct partiCIpatIon of the membershIp.

We welcome all who agree wllh our alms and pnnclples and want to
work 10 achlC'vC' soc,al revolutlon. We recognise that the class
struggle is world-Wide, and are affiliated to the Intuutlonal
Workers' Assoclalion (IWA), With whom we share (he same:
Principles of Re\'olutional')' Unionism.
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