


editorial - DlrectActlOn

IT IS NOT SO MUCH WHAT DIRECT

ACTION IS DONE, OR HOW, OR
WHY, BlIT THAT ALL THREE OF

THESE ARE CHUFFING CRUCIAL

active examples. and many have arisen Ollt of
lmpenal colonialism, a particularly nasty chunk of
capilaJistlegacy. Such stmggles Involve advocating a
more local form of state, and in so doing, the national
liberation movement bows to the idea lhatlhe stale IS

a desirable institution - ~lS1 not in tbe current form
As such, it has lhe fundamental naw that, if
successful, il will generate a new slale - which may
or may not be 'worse' than the C\lrTent oppressor
The fact is that tbe state idea involves a higher
aUlhooty, which ineVItably protects the interests of
those who have controllmg power. NatIonal
liberation struggles are therefore really a l'Iallle over
the 'right to oppress', between the OllTent state and
the would·be new stale. To take direct action to
support a slate, even one I'lhlCh does nol yet exisl, IS

to support oppression Even if it may appear that the
Ilbellltion stmggle mvolves lesser OppresSIon (at
present), as numerous cases show, the nt'\'o'ly
empowered 'liberated' state can often be even mort'

VIndictive, power-crazed and OppressIve 10 'Its'
people than the previous f"et,"lme.

Thus, an anarcho-syndlCahst altemallve 10 the
natJOnillllberahon stmggle IS to build associations
bt-twem all people based on gk>bal soIK!anty, ag<unst
capitalISm and the natIOn state The pomt here is that
11 is not so much what dIrect actIOn is done, or~
or~ but that all three of these are chuffing CTUClal

laml'd on page 4)

A themed issue of Direct
Action on the theme of .,.
Direct Action? Does this

mean that after running
themes on everything,

from being sick of work, to
religion, to surveillance,

the DA Collective has
run out of ideas?

Or could it be they just
could no longer

resist the pet topIC?
let's just put it down either to
withdrawal symptoms waiting

for the spring GM crops or
the post-Seattle come-down.

oppression and mlSef}' The role of dlrecl actIon m
Marxism IS restooed to ~loltmg the lack of
confidence Wlthm the working class and
mampulatmg them mto followmg the new socialist
leadership, thereby providmg them with the numheTs
n~ry to usurp the establishment. The R\lSSlan
RevoIuhon of 1917 mvolved mass direct action, but
the resultant gains were not to be had by the.... ng
class, for they had been giving their effort, faIth and
hvt'S away to the party - and the party got the mill of
their labours

The second example is dIrect actIon for natJOnilI
liberatlOfl, where, for example, an identifiable
lin~..UlsllC or ~;eographicgroup seeks to'libt'rate'llself
lTom a laTber or more powerful group which is
controlling and oppressmg It There are numerous

DIREOAOION
DARE TO DREAM: THEN DO IT

3
questions: What's it all

about? Is it sood? When
and how is 11 best?

01 WhallSdirestaction? Well,
JUSt to annoy pedants, hnt,,'IJists and
assorted clever didcs and dickesses, it
IS domg something. but not indirectly

Indirect action is where you
allow/encourage/tolerate someone
else domg somelhing on your behal!
and/or In your name. In political
terms, this invariably means vohng
for someone to make all the
deCISions you know you could and should really
make yourself, but don't, for whatever reason
Appeahng to thud partIes to solve your problems for
you doesn't really Nork.. Especially if they are the
very people who created your problems for you Or
made them NOrse in the first place. Doubly
especially if they stand to profit from your problems.

The alternative is d,rect action. The general
thesis here is that direct action is doing stuff
collectively in the mutual interest of the group, nol
getting or expecting someone else to do it.

o 2. I~ direct action al\\'ays a good tbmg? The
obvious answer is no,

Q.3. When is direct a~1i<m the oghtthing to do. and
then, what SQrt? This, of course, is the real mlb of the
issue.

Astarting point answer is that direct action is
ri!:iht if it does not conflict with your basic aims.
principles or beliefs and, provided it is conducted at
the right time, in the right place, it is likely 10 help
you along the way tONards meeting some obtectlves
you have. The first part suggests that you need to
have some developed wider ideas before any direct
action can hope to be 'successful' The second part
Implies that each direct action musl be developed
and planned for each unique circumstance, and lhat
the outcome cannot generally be guaranteed In

advance - there is an elemenl of nsk and uncertainty
To Illustrate the general temtOf)'; a couple of

examples of really bad dIrect actIOn Marxists and
other reformISt state socialists never had much
experience of direct action struggle. To adllOCate a
socialist dICtatorship necessarily means going m for
snatdung political power byoutmanoeuvnng the
present mcumbents. Marx's theorehcal, economK.'s­
centred approach IS fundamentally l1a\\'ed Its tack of
faIth in the working class makes 'necessary' lhe
retenhon of a party, Ieaderstup and slate - the very
thmgs which are the cause of so much of the
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PEOPLE CELEBRATt CONFIDENCE, CAPITALISM KILLS IT.
DARE TO DREAM HARD ENOUGH, AND DOING DIRECT
ACTION BECOMES NAnJRAL AND NECESSARY.

DA~rn If'O (g)~rnAM:
DIRECT ACTION: WHAT, HOW, WHY?

(ronfd from pagt 2)
It IS wonh examimng thE- 'what', 'how' and

'why' questions of dIrect action rn turn. as a
way of worklng out what actIOn is 'best' In any
gJvenca~

What? Well. Iwould suggest that direct
actIon IS always best taken in defence ­
particularly of ethical rights. So going out and
defending our gains now, defending our rights
now, and defending our future are all
legitimate forms of direct action. Physically
stopping people undenninlng our qualitycf
life. our jobs, our enVIronment, our human
nghts. by occupYing spaces, 1'.'1thdra\\ing
labour, or what haw I, are all top notch.

How? I would sugg~t that direct actIOn
can only be successful In the long teTTTIlf It IS
undertaken by people who organISe
themselvt'S according to dIrect democratic
pnncipl~ - in other words, they are all directly
mvolved In decision making and action. No
pohtical experts, no massed ranks under
orders. This IS because otherwise, the action
WIll be used by someone else and the rights 10
the benefits we have fought for will be losl.
Oiquey groups and the 'tyranny of
structurelessness' takes hold around direct
actlOTl groups where lhe orgamsational 'hows'
".we not been fully lhought out.

Why' This goes back to alnlS; m my case,
the aIm of the dIrect action I do is to help along
the new society Icrave. budl on the pnTlClples
of e-quahty of access to resources, mutual
freedom and r~pect for people and the
enVIronment, social and polillcal sohdanty.
and the development of the mdlVld\lal through
SOCial Prob'TeSS

It cannot be stressed too much that it is all
three which are needed. An authoritarian
Marxist may ah'Tet! with my eventual aims
exactly. but we \\'111 be totally opposed to one
another In every other way Without
agreement on basic methods. aims and
pnnoples, direct actlOTl may not be as effective
as thost- who gIVe so much tIme to 1I ho~ and

d""""
ll\atlS not to say INt geltmg every move

lhought out \·:ay In advance is either possIble
or desIrable. Direct actIOn IS like a game of
d\ess \"here the mles keep cNngJng; you have
to have a general dlrechon, even the general
baSIS of theory, and of course, eventual aim
and Intenm objectives, but you also have to be
rt'ady to change tactics at a moment's notice
and \\'ork out what the Implications of this are.
Usually, thiS IS done by expenence, by looking
bad. at last time or times before, and by talkmg
to others WIth dIfferent expenences In other
words, It helps to be plugged mto a WIder

group. and It helps to blend planmng WIth
spontaneIty. p"aclicalldeas WIth head-based
stuff TheoJy is useless without action - but
vic~ versa is also tqually tme.

BETTER THAN PROZAC
The real beauty of direct action, however,

hes not in the planned. specific resll1t of each
sortie, but in the result of the experience itself
Direct action is empowenng. solidanty­
building. and IS a cultural fonn in itself
Anyone who has done any has had the buzz.
As someon~ once said. it is beller than prozac.

By pullmg our id~as mto practice. taking
control of our lives, and learning to tlUSt and
be trusted m the Important heat of the
moment, dIrect actJOfl ts a now-thmg that can
help us actually start bUlldmg the new S<X1ety
m the shell of the old Direct actIon IS central
to confidenc~. whICh IS essential to creatmg the
culture of resistanc~, which IS at the COfe of the
new society we lire building totally
Independently of the existing capItalist order
Solidarity, the idea that only throllgh co­
operation in society can human bel"b'S be
liberated and free, is given practical meanmg In

dIrect action It means gJving something to
yourself and to others - it is doing something
useful (proVlded the thmkmg bIts above are
satisfied) It IS the~ negation of caJ11tallSm
and the state. based as IllS on pure self­
mterest and the pursUIt of profit, and mdlrect,
passive deference to a hIgher authonty

Direct action is both a means of stmggl~
now, and the means by whichcapitahsm can
be eventually overcome \\'1thc)l,lt the need for a
state. It is far more than a mere method of
self-managed stnlggle, it IS the means by
\"hich capitalism can be replaced without the
need for outside interference.

Not only is dIrect action a means of
keeping stmggle for a beller future under our
own, direct democratiC control, and not only IS
It a more effectIVe fonn of struggle than
parhamentary action, It IS also a means by

whICh people can become consclous of their
0pp"esslOn and how to counter It Votmg
negates consciousness. since responslblhty for
action IS negated. so why think abcnltlt, If you
cannot do anythmg real about It' DIrect actIon
helps maKL you Ihlllk.

Confidence. self-education, sohdanty.
direct action is far more than just a street tactic.
It is the vehicle which forms the basis of both
change and the confidence and ability to create
further change towards liberation. Through
every direct action, people demonstrate to
themselves that they are not merely
dispensable wage slaves, working class cannon
fodder or beasts of burden WIth httle Intellect
They gaIn conrKlence In theIr ablhl1es, gam a
sense olthelr own worth. and m so domg
become more acutely aware of theIr own
OppressIon and the need for an alternatIve to
capltahsm

Self-confidence as a pnmary mgrec!lent m
stmggle and change cannot be overstated
People celebrate confidence, capItalism kills It
Dare to dream hard enough, and doing dIrect
action becomes natural and necessary All
oppresSive societies must develop a belief
system that underpms the oppresSion WIthin
society, smce they cannot mle by VIolence
alone At the heart of the belief system IS
usually the Idea that there IS no alternatIVe to
lhe current order, that the oppressed have no
alternatIve to their oppressIOn, and that thmgs
couldb.\'OU1d he ~'Of5e otheTWlSe Without the
nlhng elite. society ~'OUld collapse Into chaos
thIS SImple confidence trick cannot be
mamtamed if masses of people have
confidence m themselves and theIr humanity
No confident direct actlVlst Will believe that
mnning society must be left to their "leaders
and bellers n

In auempling to build a new society wlthm
the old, the self-organisation. self-e-dllCatlon,
and self-confidence around dIrect a~tlOl"llS an
ongomg IUllter for fresh change Once It gels
bOOIng. It feeds Itself The fact that our current
oppressors are only too aware of this potentIal
runaway tram IS Indicated by Ofl~ of theIr latest
plans - to extend theIr definmOTl of'terronst'
10 anyone who is prepared to take dIrect actIon
(set' c~ntre pages)
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21" CENTURY: THE BIG ONE?
While they were developing direct action methods and

ideas we still use today, Ihe syndicalists of 100 years ago
were laying down the basic tenet of anarcho-syndicalism;
that freedom can only be achieved by people themselves.
Only through common struggle based on self-organised
direct action can people bring about their own liberation.
This is the vel)' opposite of the Marxist idea that a
transitionary period of slate control would be needed in Ihe
immediate aftermath of Ihe revolution. because people
would be incapable of laking control of society themselves.

The early syndicalist movement was also flawed in
that, for many, the revol\llion was set'n as an orderly
process, leading 10 a quick, simple and straightforward
transfer of power from capitalism 10 socialism. There was
an identifiable switchpoint from the old world to the new.

One problem with such a mechanistic view is lhat it
virtually rules out spontaneity. While spontaneous direct
action will never be enough on its own - if it was, the
desperate state of 19'h Century poverty and oppression
would have meant that revolution would have occurred
long 011:,'0 - spontaneity is a critical addition to the modem
direct action toolkil. As capitalism turns on the offensive
against us, for example by using new 'terrorism' laws to
ruthlessly smash our organisations and activities for
liberation, we need to be able to react quickly and change
our tactics and methods if necessary in order to maintain
the initiative. The anarcho-syndicalist movement learned
from the mistakes of syndicalisls and rethought the general
strike tactic. Reasoning that, in the face of the brutal force
of the state against strikers and militants, the simple
withdrawal of labour was going to be too passive and too
planned to succeed, they began using wildcat strikes and
occupations. This was developed into opportunistically
taking control within workplaces. Instead of staying away
from work, the idea emerged to take control of it in order
to ensure production on behalf of the revolution. The
'revolution' in anarcho-syndicalist terms has now become
largely viewed as an episode amongst many of increased
unrest and connict between state/capitalism and the
movement for solidarity and freedom. There will be no
single 'big bang', or at least only one that is a bit bigger
than the others. Defining moments are all relative­
revolutions are times of relatively more change; between
them, direct action is an everyday thing - not something to
be saved for some mythical one-off event.

SOWING THE SEEPS OF
TOMORROW IN THE
COMPOST OF TODAY
It is not just idle armchair talk, or

the stuff of Channel 4 late night chat­
show myths. Direct action is on the fist'.
Gone is the disastrous CtII-de-sac that
was Marxism. Gone is any pretence of
revolutionary intent from the crumbling
'socialist' capitalist puppets, where
success was measured in terms of votes
at the polls. All 'ideals' were long ago
sacrificed at the altar of the polling
booth. In Britain, the drift away from
socialism has finally run its course with
the rise of New Labour, which now can
no longer bear to speak the name.

At the same time, the more
prob'Tessive, direct action inspired
elements of the ecology movement have
managed to organise and successfully
counterpose the dominant apalhy and
desperation in the face of capital power.
In the best examples, such b'Toup5 have
increasingly begun to broaden their
direct action basis into self­
organisations capable of confronting
capitalism as a whole. This stems from
recognition that capitalism and the state
are the root cause of current wanton
environmental deslruction.

Aims, principles, whats, hows, whys
are emerging (or re-emerging), giving
real strenb>th to direct action. Al the
same time, there is a greater realisation
that using direct action and self­
organisation instead of negotiation and
leadership elections is paramount to
success. The stmggle must be based on
solidarity - there are no short-nIts.
UUnity is strenb>th~ is central to every
struggle and every action, and only
thro\lgh this can we really expect to
progress. ri.1

"4 Sprmg 2000 1)"'"
~on

5



lUJ~D=DARV~$lFD ~~

lUJ~D=D D~~~[D)?
GM CROPS AND DIRECT ACTION
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The spring has sprung, and the time for
frenzied crop pulling is upon us once
again, Maybe now is a good lime to
take a closer look at our strategy and
tactics and ask a few searching
questions of our motivations and
ourselves.

While I wholeheartedly endorse the
destruction of GM test sites by mass direct
action, there lire one or two ntlgging doubts in
my mind. Firstly, supposing Monsllnto is
driven out of business by the actions of crop
pullers and consumers worldwide, will it really
be a victory that we can celebrate:? Sorry to
sound pessimistic:, but what about all the other
mega,corporations out there and the
governments blIcking them up:? Are they 1I11
going to roll over and say, ~Ok, you're right,
we'll be good from now on, Let's destroy all
this genetic technology lInd, while we're lit it,
we'll stop exploiting people and ripping off the
Third Wotld~, Get rid of one bunch of fat Cllts
and another bunch takes its plllce. I'm not
advocllting doing nothing, just trying to
emphasise that we lIlI need to keep our
activities in perspective. Without putting what
we do in the maize field into context, we are
doomed never to make progress. If 1I11 we do is
destroy lInd don't seek to build alternlltives,
then what exactly are we doing:? Having a
bloody good time admittedly, but ultimately we
need to make a difference to the WllY future

society is organised in order to defeat the
exploiters and the blood suckers once lInd for
all.

There is a worrying tendency amongst
some in the anti·GM movement to see
themselves as some sort of elite, ·we've got the
bottle to actually defy the law, everyone else is
just playing at direct action~. This "eco·
warrior· syndrome is terribly trendy in a
post-modernist, don't get too serious kind of
way, but it is bugger all use in the long run,
Individualllcts of reckless heroism may mllke
good headlines, but they do little to organise
MASS actIvity, which is the true measure of
success,

Unless you are prepared to get your hands
dirty by raising awareness, writing plImphlets
and generally lIgitating, educating and
organising for change, then you are little more
than the syrup of figs of the movement - you
pass through leaving little trace except a faint
whiff of something unpleasant. Preaching to
the converted is easy, but not a lot of use in
bUilding a genuine mass movement and
orgllnising fOf lasting chllnge,

The anti-poll tax campaign mobilised tens
of thousands of people into sustained direct
action. yet, once the tax was killed off, the
support qUickly faded. Now the optimistic view
is that many people were radicaHsed through
their involvement in this camp<'Jign, and it's true
to say that such a thing is impossible to
mellsure, Some would argue thllt the Poll Tax

6 'f)i~
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DEBRIEFING:
M&$ISPANTS

The optnmg rt7'emony far
the largest Marks and Spenctr

m the u'Otld m Manche;ltr
broughl /he crou.~s jlodmg m,

mcll/dmg a strUlll group of
'SUperherOfS agamst GM

J»nts·. sportmg ummlally
large Y-fronts and a

J»r/lcularly hl/ge fXllr mscrwm
u,,/h the u'Otds -/rmts to GM

COIton- ,
GM COIton IS IIot

segregaled from any other
cotton, and It occurs In most

cotton clothes. M&S, ut/w hinJt
recently embarked Oil IMIt latest

drive for more profit and
cheaper labour and ma/mols,

sll1d; -~MV/!II'I taken GM
cotton Ollt becoll5tOUr

cl/s/omers ~n'l asked us /0".
Cap/am Y-front up/amed

the aC/lOn by saYlllg "1/'s nol
lust abollt food scares, GM

CollOIl Will increase corporale
con/ral and chemical use, and

wiIllhrea/en biodiverslty".
MonSlln/o has a mo,lOpoIy 011

GM col/on, alld US is the
largesl COItO'1 exporler.

GM co/ton briefi'lgs (!) Ilnd
some rather fetchmg large fXln1s

and banners are IlVtIllable /0

SplCl' up actIons tlsewhert:
Mnnchtster EF!. Dept 29.255

WllmslO«l RA. Milllchester
MJ4SLW,oremall

cot /oni1Jt>qulllox .frteU'lte.co_uk.

DlrectAction: anti GMOs

The issue of who controls the technology
throws up other questions about how big
corporations operate lInd how Third World
countries are held to rllnsom by first world
governments and business. Many farmers In
India, and indeed many lIctlvists here. would
not disagree with employIng technology that
increases crop yields or lessens the reliance on
pesticides. However, we all know we cannot
trust a company whose sole aim Is the
maximisation of profit and market dominance,

Only technology shorn of its control by
business and politicians clln be fllirly evaluated
and employed safely. It may be thllt, given
such conditions, GM or other innovlltions can
be placed lit the service of humanity and
improve the lives of people all over the planet.
We will never know until we operate in 1I truly
democratic and accountable environment with
the necessary checks on the abuse
of power and knowledge,

In the light of this. we should be
wary of rejecting all inventions and
discoveries out of hand. We should
ask what benefits can be had,
weigh them against any potential
risks instead of simply being anti­
technology, then work towards the
kind of society which unlocks
potential. encourages debllte and
seeks solutions through consensus,
instead of the unequal, corrupt and
oppressive one we have now.~

TECHNOPHOBIA
One of the mDin arguments against GMOs

is that they risk unleashing an irreversible
catastrophe on the world's eec·systems. While
this is a theory we should never attempt to test
out, it can blind us to the value of new
technology and the enormous benefits that
many innovations can bring to all of us.

"IT IS A DISGRACE THESE PEOPLE SHOULD O<:CUPV
PRIVATE PROPER'TY. THE PLACE TO MAKE THEIR

PROTEST IS AT THE COMMONS, WHERE THEY
WOULD BE LO<:KED UP FOR THEIR PAINS:

lord Macclesfield on the anti-GM activists who
squatted a derelict farmhouse next to his land.

organising led directly to Reclaim the Streets.
However, most of the potential for mass action
dissipated quickly llnd our problem was how to
build on the gains mllde.

RTS. on the other h.md, learned the lessons
about building links. The old letty way of
~parachuting in" and trotting out the party tine
was seen for what it was - the deadening
influence of the out of touch. Thus, RTS strives
10 build connections belween environmentlll
struggles. workers in dispute, and global
capitalism. Its messllge Is that one area of life ­
work, he.,lth. pollution. or whlltever • c<!ln't be
separated from others - wh"t's happening in
Nigeria, Stock Markets, consumerism, etc. We
need to see the big picture in everything we do
and we need to be part of the community we
are ftghting for, not an elite bunch of activists
above it. Sadly, some seem to have lost sight
of this aspect of direct action and instead have
fallen for the glamour of destruction. One
leading anti-authoritarian magazine lauded the
J 18 action for -putting London back at the top
of the world rioting league-, So what?
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Meet the

EMU Resistance
sidelines

IMMIt:IlATION UPDATE
The IttUiu of lhe Cueh

NallOllalist Party called for lire
age of crimmal respcmsibilily for
Romallles 10 lit lowered al bIrth
btcause lhelr first mme IS 10 be
born. Such lalk Iws ellcouragtd
Iht country's 51XJ() skmhMds 10

ckcUlrE'"," 0'1 Iht ROI11i2I1Y
propie. TM RomallltS hmJt bttn
gmell lll/ft' or 110 protOCI/OII, arId
hat... been leflTlJllh IlIIle choice
b[/t 10 flet 1/1 lhe,r t/wuSDrlds.
Olle deslmallOIl for them has
been Bnlalll, where in Ihe lasl 2
years some 10.000 hove arrived,
mallY 01 Dover. For the rl'COTd,
Brltal/l IS rull 0 'SOfllargt'/' ami
I~ are not 'eamoml(
mIgrants'. Only 3 Ro"um~
hIwt bttn gralllrd rtfug« status
III Bnlam, a/llt some 3.soo hm.lt
been lurni'd tlUlQy.

New LAbour's respollS( 10

lite ensls /s to 'gel lo[/gh' orl
such '10Tl!lgllerS', alld all
anyone who refuses 10 gel 10l/gh
0" lhem loo. The Gowrnnlt'111

Iws r«elllly slarltlt devtlopmg a
strollg prapaganlia Ime almt'd at
ultnllfymg lorry dm:cs utho
~co-optTale~ ulllh raast SNl'ches
as MIIg responslblt' and goal
ClllZt'ns. Any 1112uflt!r IHlable 10

show 111121111t'Y hove a
compreJreHsive plan III place 10

combal 'illegal' el1l~~IlIS Ilmtl

nsks a Q,5()() fille for each
Irnmigranl foulld.

GUN OF THE DOWNS
TJurtetn Glen cf Iht Downs

prot~ars U\"Te pllttf all J2'"
February for refllslllg 10 grve
Iwdl!Tlaklllgs Ilot la 'nll!TJerE'
wllh WICklow County CounCIl
III the Clell of lire Downs.
ArOlllld 25 prolesters were 1/1

lhe High Courl, of which J3
refusM 10 make the Ilea5SDry
legal promIses. Mr lustlet BaTT
IIDled ttluierlct of contempt of
COilrI, and ordered them to be
tmn mto cllS/rxly ulllil such
lime as lhey promised not to
IIIIE'1frre Illllh th£ road u'Ufellltlg
schemt'ltllheClell. Headdrd
111121 if lhey loonllo be made
martyrs allll carled off 10 prismr,
he would oblige them.!®W.
1l1ll7w.eCtHJct ion.or£lillde:c:.hl rnl

I n the face of the rabid right wing
nationalist forces now lined up against
European Monetary Union, one almost

by default has to support Ihe Euro. This is
especially tempting when those who
support the EUIO tend 10 dress Iheir
argument in the language of progress;
peace loving pro Europeans versus
xenophobic ridlt-wing nutters. However,
there is slighlfy more 10 it

EMU'D BY DEFAULT
In fevenshly rallying against xenophobic

English nationalism, the 'feel good' liberals are
merely replacing English nationalism with a new
European nationalism. While they advocate free
movement of people (labour) 'Nithin the EU,
they also pursue a policy of 'fortress Umon' Ln
supportIng strict immigration control against
people born outSide the EU. The latest example
lS an agreement bet....oeen the French and
German "socaalist" govemments to harmomse
procedures for the expulSIOn of immlgrnnts
under the forthcommg presidency. Part of ttus IS
a deal whereby developing countnes have to
agree to take back "illegal immigrants~ in
exchange for securing some preferential access
to European markets. The new right-wing
Austrian govemment has (correctly) argued that
in stnctly hrruting immigralion into Austna, It IS
only applymg the same rules adopted by the EU
as a whole The \\Tath directed at Jorg HaKler
and the Austnan govemment IS not over Its
racist immigration poliCies, Lt IS about the nse of
Austnan natlonallSm JeOp.1rdlSmg the Euroland
Prolect.

Why not open up European borders? In
short, because of the fear of being overrun by
poor non-Europeans seeking to milk the
European social system This fear of foreIgners
is largely based on prejudice. It certainly cannot
be Jusllfied on econonuc grounds. VlI1ually
every piece of research suggests that openmg up
borders and allowmg the free movement of
labour mcreases ~prospenly" and economIC
grm'lth, not to menhon enrichmg culture
Arguing for EMU is not progressive, it merely
replaces "little Englander~ with "little European"
mentality. TI\e only progressive position on this
is to argue for the free movement of people,
regardless of race, nationahty. sex. levels of
income or whatever other artifIcial diVISion.

Incidentally, market economIC theory reqUIres
free movement too, and the lack of Lt IS proof
that such theones are only followed p.1rtaally and
to provide smokescreen validity for contmued
wealth inequality.

The other liberal pro-Euro mainstay LS thallt
will place Britain wilhm social democrallc
Europe. 11tis is the Trade Union Congress
position and agam, It IS a bogus argument
European capLtahsm is slo....'ly but VISibly moving
away from the socaal market system m favour of
the free market US-style a::onomy Not
surpnsingiy, leadmg thIS particular crusade is
our very own Tony BlalL Arguing that the single
currency should be seen as a platform for free
market reform. he recently posed the question·
"Does Europe conlllwe With I~ old SOCial model,
whICh has an allllllrlt 10 soclal/egls/alloll alld lllflfare
roolrd m tht 60s and 70s, or dm I1 rerog/llst l1112tlht
IItw tronomy dem:mds Q rMII?C:IIOI1 of European
mmormc polICy of tht' futllrt?~ To clanfy what
kind of Europe he wants, allow me to bore you
With another quote, thiS time from Hasso
Platter. chIef executive of SAP. a German
software group He commented on the wonders
of the US free market system by proudly
proclaIming that; "tlrere IS /la way alt mdllstry SUcll

as ours cun live Wit" Ihe 35-lzour week. YOll rrtttf 10
work a 60-OOur lIJeek 10 stay III lhe gamt.~

REALllY CH ECk
Even If moves to deregulale the European

economy are reslStecl, there IS no doubt that
EMU will mean ,00 losses and Widespread
economIC misery. At Its core, EMU IS desLgned
to replace a federation of national economIes
with an integrated European economy, m order
to make the European economy more effiCIent Ln
competmg with the US and Asia. One of the
qUIckest ways of achLevmg this IS to stnp out
repllcallon and encourage speclallsatlon, by
domg away With compames based on the
natIOnal economy and creatmg a handful of new
Euro-wide super-compames For mslance,
mstead of numerous banks ID each country.
merger-manaa wUl ensure that we are left With
,ust a handful of Euro-banks, operalLng
throughout Europe

Mergers and take-overs bnng one certainty,
less jobs. As the Euro and the drive towards
effIciency take hold, we can expect wave after
wave of }ob losses as natIonal compames begm
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blalredVlsion: European Monetary Union

to ratiOnalise to compete on a European scale
For New Labour and much of the trade union
leadership, lhis IS a pnce that has to be paid for
making European capitalISm more effioent. But,
as ever, It WLll be a pnce paid by ....-orkmg people.
not poutlOaJ\S or umon bureaucrats With no
alternative to capltahsm on offer. much of the
BntlSh left have now given up and resigned
themselves to tl'}'lJ\g 10 get the best deal on offer
from capitalism. Hence, the tacit support for
EMU, with the vain hope that, from \.\fi.thin the
Euro,lhe left can halllhe move towards US free
market capitalism and ensure the social market
model continues

So, with the SOCIal democratic left bankrupt,
Maoosm and the planned centralis! economy
dead, and the Tones' rantmg old right not even
M)f'lhy of consKieratlOf\, what can be done
about EMU1 A bnef glance back through the
2()11o Century 15 lfl order The strong drrect actK>n
traditIOn Ul Bntam developed out of syndKahsm.
whICh burst onto the Bntlsh scene around the
turn of the century, before fading in the 19205
Its bnef heyday left a lastmg influence on
mihtant workplace actIVIsm, including the post­
war shop-stewards' movement. At the heart of
the approach was the Idea of class war; that the
lfIterest of the working class takes priority. If
management proposals conflicted with the
Ulterests of the workers. they were rejected If
management attempted 10 1Jllpose change.
direct act)on was organISed, most notably, the
Immediate walk-out, which usually helped
persuade management of the error of theIr ways

The syndlCalists took little acrount of Ihe
WIder Ulteresls of capltahsm They flatly re,ected
management arguments that changes would
benefit the company and therefore the
workforce lfI the long nln. or that Similar
changes were taking place In competing
comp.lnies The bottom line - the only line ­
was whether changes were against the
Immediate mterest of the workforcei If they
were, they were opposed. This approach made
whole swathes of Bntlsh mdustry vU1ually
unmanageable One good example IS the
newspaper mdustry, where workers resisted
change in ""vriung practKes and technological
change for decades, until eventual defeat by
Murdoch resulted Ul massive JOb losses

The problem With recent workplace
militancy lfI Bntam generally IS that It has too

often been devoid of Wider pohtlcal and SOCial
perspective Mantists argue that workers should
leave the Wider polihcal struggle to the pohhcal
party. thus emptymg the Unions of theIr politIcal
content As a result, workplace militancy has
mvanably become an end Itself Depnved of ItS
WIder perspective. BntlSh workplace militancy
has increasmgly meant sabotaging capitalism
without any long term plan to replace It.

EMU RESISTANCE
It is from the perspective of politically and

socially aware militancy that we should oppose
EMU. It will act against working class interests
and so it should be resisted. The implications
for the effiCiency of European capitahsm are not
our concem We don't support capitalism, SO

why expect us to come up With Ideas 10 patch It
up, or gtve up our hvehhoods for II? The pomt
must be stressed that OPPOSItion 10 EMU IS part
of a 'Nider OPPOSItion to capltahsm EMU is
regtonallSt. protectlonist and capltalJst To have
a progresSive, global, egahtanan perspective
means opposing EMU.

Rationalisation within industry has to be
resisted. This means gathering and building
solidarity amongst working class people across
Europe to provide a position of strength from
which we can refuse to lake on the work
nonnally undertaken by a workplace elsewhere
wluch IS threatened with closure Anti-union
laws are framed against such tactICS for a reason
- sohdanty ....-orks

Seemingly endless attacks on ....onung dass
people have 10 be resISted The dressmg of free
market doctnne, the talk of deregulatIOn, and
the pleas to ~Q(I ral.o1U1! and QCCept changt m Iht
face of ltehnologlCa! Q[fvanUnJlnt~ are tnte
nonsense Effective opposltlon to thiS dirge will
not come through appeals for workers to accept
redundancy In the hope that aggressIve free
market capitalism will stay away and we will
keep the watered do'NTl soci.ll market version in
Euroland. Capitalism IS rampant preCisely
because it has been able to con us into thinking
that there IS no short tenn altemallve and that
their change is somehow mevitable By ralSlng
the banner of direct action, we can begin to pose
a real, VIable altematlVe whICh IS worth fightmg
for both now and mto the future riD

sidelines

ROYAl. MAIL
WAlH-OUT &, SA~HING

One day last Sep/tmbtr.
Rayaf Mtul's Bruigeu¥lltT
Milllllger gave 5 mmutts nol.let
before proceedrng to break a
CTlIC/al wrillen local IIgreemclII
0" sorllllg and WHiff lunes,
wluch prolecls both dtlltN!ry
Imle-ouls, alld he'let publJc
snrJlet Ilnd fObs. BrulgetlVlltr
members walknt oullll Jlam, al
tht paWl al whIch they u't'Te lad
10 arry on sorlmg and Jrnu
brtGklJragrttmenl. Fwtllllda
halfhours lata, they returned 10
u.~k u.*tn nUl1lagtmenl agrttd
10 Tl"lam lhe Ilgretmtnl.
Hau.rnxr. soon after. theCWU
Branch Rep was gIVen IIOllet­
hIS lasl day was 3'" February.

Crteplllg prilXJIISQI,on I1I all
bul name IS 1/1£ ami of the game
behrnd current Royal Mil,1
managemenl loctlcs taulQrds
'Ieamworkmg' and lhe hJz.
The" faltsl SUCctSS has btrn In

duptnglhe CWU mtoa ballot
over a 1000000CR rkal for poslal
worAvs, wlllch went 10 afindy
balanced 'Yts', after /1lQSSwt
unIOn bachng. The
Gott'rnmenl IS kern to Set Royal
Mill/ start comptlrng more With
couTler firms: your local postle
Inlghl even be delnxrlllg pizzas
before 101lg.

Help/sllppor/lo CWU Rep.
Br'dgewater POD. 25 FrUlrn
SI. Bruigewatrr, Somerse/. For
more mfa olllhe anarcho­
syttdlCQllS1 CommlllllCQl101I
Worh-rs' Nelwork. contact.
CWN, PO Box 29, SW POO.
Milnchester MI5 5HW

STAGE~OA~H80Y~OTT

S/agecoach boss Brum
Sou/er. who gave over
£500.000 10 the campaIgn
ogulIlst l'fting Sec/Jail 28, MS
hllnselfa boycotl. He is
Chmtiml Qnd N/!w Lobour, and
IhJI/ means he IS agamst
rqJeallllg the laUl, whICh
prroenls schods and leachers
from promoting lhe acceptabilIty
of homosauality. SIQgtCODCh
optratts both bustS alld Irams,
so ask before you buy ~llr nexl
Ildzl.
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Making a killing:
BusinBss as usual

On!y Ill/le people have
ever servet1 Cl/stadia!
selltences for work-related
safelyoffellces.

• Abdlll Mnjeed, self­
employed, 4 mOlltk; in 1999
[or Is/wring impralX'ment
Ilotices.

• Paul Eums,foremall,9
months Owlf-sllspellded) ill
1998 for asbestos offences.

• Mnrk Utchfie!d, skipper,
18 months ill 1997 for
mOlls/m/ghler of Ihree crew
members.

• CoIin Barker olld KlJox
Kerr, directors, 4 months each
III 1996 [or [ai/iI18 10 comply
Il'lth prohibition notices.

• Roy Hill, director, 3
mOllt!rs;1l 1996 for asbestos
offences.

• Alall jacksoll, director, 1
year III 1996 for
mallslof/ghter ofall emp/oYL'f.

• Kelllletll Roberts.
sl/prrvlsor,l mOllth ill 1996
for //Cruertlllg the cOJlrse of
1,/Sllce after aworkplace death.

• Peter Kite, director. 3
years lr11994. redllCed la Iwo
011 appeal, for mallslaughter of
fOllr members of lhe pllbl;c.

I f you want 10 go to prison, try robbery
or tax evasion. Killing and maiming
workers hardly ever results in a

custodial sentence.

In December, three businessmen guilty of
construction plant theft and export were sentenced to
a total of 11 years in prison. Two former directors of
contractor Westbeck, of Catford, south London were
banned from mnning a company for six years after
they were found guilty of failing to keep proper
accounts and withholding tax.

Yet, Electrical contractor Giffen Group was fined
just £25,000 at Harrow Crown Court, where there is
no ceiling on fines. when they pleaded guilty to the
breaches of health and safety laws that led to the
death of Ronald Bastie, an employee.

For nicking plant from a constmction site yO\I get
stir, if you fiddle the tax you get banned from being in
business, but if you negligently kill someone at work,
it is business as usual. Afew years ago, a small
constmdion sub-contractor, Floyd Construction, was
found guilty of breaches of safety law that caused the
deaths of three young men working on east London's
Watney Market. No-one was imprisoned, and the
company continued to receive lucrative local
authority contracts, making the b'l.1ihy men very rich
men too.

Lorry company bosses Stephen Bowles and julie
Bowles escaped with suspended sentences. The case
involved a double fatality after their employee,
Andrew Cox, fell asleep at the wheel and crashed
into oncoming traffic. Judge Michael Hyam at the
Old Bailey said the two directors of Berkshire-based
Roy Bowles Transport had "turned a blind eye and
should have known Cox was working sllch long
hours as to be unsafe." Driver Cox was "dangerously
exhausted" after working up to 60 hours to boost his
pay. On investigation, it was found that Mr Cox and
other drivers at the firm routinely worked
horrendously long shifts. There was no system in
place to regulate the drivers' hours. Stephen and
Julie Bowles were found guilty of manslaughter for
being "grossly negligent over the driver's working
hours". In December 199CJ,they were given
suspended sentences, while employee Andrew Cox
was jailed for 30 months.

Neil and Andrew Medley employed three
schoolboys to strip asbestos without protective
clothing. They pleaded guilty to health and safety,
child employment and environmental pollution
charges in two separate prosecutions and got 240 and
120 hours community service respectively. Reach
Environmental Lld was recently fined £120,000 for a

botched asbestos strip in Bristol. B\\t Reach still has
an HSE asbestos removal license and is still working
in the industry Last year, the average penalty for
workplace safety offences. including fatalities, was
under £6,000.

Despite the 'tough talking'. H&S and
environmental laws, big companies can be as
unconcerned about a prison sentence as they are
abo.ut fines. No director or manager of a mapr UK
company has ever been imprisoned for safety
offences - and it is certainly not because they are not
guilty. Last year, the Centre for Corporate
Accountability revealed that Tarmac topped the list of
workplace criminals with 75 convictions in the last 10
years, including prosecutions after 13 worker deaths
and 20 seriollS injuries. No-one from Tarmac was
imprisoned. The average penalty for each death was
£1 1,475 pounds and just £3,200 for each serious
injury. Behind Tarmac came: AMEC, with 39 safety
convictions; engineering and constnlction giant
BlCC, with 36; house builder John Laing.. \....ith 35;
British Steel, with 34; building firms Wimpey and
Costain, both with 30; Mowlem, lvith 27; BI:.'T Ltd,
with 21; and British Gas, with 19.

In contrast, Abdul Majeed, a self-employed
builder from south London, was jailed for four
months for ignoring advice from HSE inspectors. He
may have been asking for it, but the point is that the
big bosses evade iail for safety offences up to and
including responsibility for workplace deaths, while
pbbing builders like Majeed get banged up.

11 is four years since the Law Commission itself
proposed a new crime of "corporate killing", and the
government is about to 'start a new round of
consultation'. While Jack Straw beats the law and
order dmm and brands us all terrorists (see centre
pages), workplace crimes and villains seem to be
escaping his allention.

Even those govemmentlackeys, the union
leaders. have noticed: "Some employers are literally
getting away with murder. And many more are
committing GBH on their workforce. Company
bosses may find themselves in the dock, but despite
the horrific nature of the accidents caused by their
negligence. they end up paying a ridiculously small
fine." (John Monks, December 1999). Meanwhile,
New Labour talks the talk: "Fines might be linked to
a company's turnover or profits; on-the-spot fines
might be levied for minor offences; compulsory
health and safety training might be req\lired; or a
penalty point system might be introduced." (Health
and Safety Minister Lord Whilly, December 1999). I
think the emphasis is on might, and we know the
rest.1iJ
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ANIMAL
TORTURE

fIlATWEST
fU"lOS

A

One 0171 beagle puppys rescued Irom HLS's beagle supplier in late 1999.

i ~ i

CASH
The Campaigll Against

Silly Homes (CASH) IS a
group of local residents in
Hock/ry, Essex. SlIlce July
1999, Ihey Irnt!t! mailltailled a
protest camp against the
buildirlg of sIxty luxury homes
011 elevell acres of fl)()(k1, sallb
mrd common land.

Between them. the local
council a/Id the developer,
Cormtrysrde PropertIes, have
tried 4 IlInes to get the camp
evicted. Thouglr stili sllpporled
by local people m the shape of
food, clothes and baths and by
'veterans' of Newbllry alld
Mallchester Airport, the camp
is now threatened wilh
immment evIction.

The local COlmcrl got the
first eVlctlO1l order rll

September. The fact that area IS

'common' land exposes the
sham of so-called democracy.
The councilnt!VCr Oltce

consulted local people over lis
futllre, and (of course) the legal
system look the side of profit all/I
bIg bllsllless against people.
Despite ail, lire eVIct/OIl order
was neatly side-stepped by
mOlJillg the camp to adjacellt
rlOlJ-eOllncilland also earmarked
for development.

E.arly efforts 10 obtailr new
evictIOn orders ll~re defeated by
tire developer's own
IIlcompetence ·tlrey didn'l Cl/m

lhe land. In the meantmre, the
camp has beellable to
successfully Iwmper ·progress'.
Hrnvever, slllce Jauuary, the
developer, now III posseSSlOrr of
lhe land, has finally secured an
order. The land arOll/lfllhe
camp has been cleared and
protesters are preparing 10
retreat undergrollnd
lIIlImnelllly.

For fllrther IIlfo, rlllg the
campmobJ/e:0831717875,or
look up tJre campaign's web site
at: hllp:UwllJW.an£elfire.coml
ml/GBH.

It you can't get to the demo,
get the T·shirt.

The appallmg cruelty meted out to laboratory animals at Hunlingdon
Life Sciences (HLS) was exposed in April 1997 on the Channel 4
documentary 'It's ADog's Life'. After this and subsequent revelations of
abuse in the US, HLS soon got lhe hot potato treatment by leading
clients eager to avoid being tainted by association with animal cmelly
and thus protect their precious markets. Shares soon nose-dived, and it
looked like HLS would be oul of business before long.

Enter NatWest with a £24 million bail aliI. Hence, NatWest is one of
the main targets of the Huntingdon Death Sciences Campaign's current
activity. People who object to capitalism's need to torture animals for
profit are urged to make their views known to the following:

J I Hartley, Head of Customer
Relations, NatWest, Level 4,
Carlyle House, 4 Eastcheap,
London EOM 1AH.
Tel: 0171 7261081
Fax: 0171 7261%7

Or contact HLS's own
branch manager

Creg Warman, NatWesl,
Carlyle Road, Cambridge
CB4 3DH. Tel: 01223 324949,
Fax: 0122301974~

Huntingdon
D88th
Sci8nC8S

On February 12th, the
Huntlngdon National
Demo took place in

Cambridge. This huge direct
action event was part of 8 long
and sustained campaign to
close down Huntingdon Life
Sciences. and followed on from
the last National Demo on
December 11 th. which itself
was attended by about 1,000
people.

After the December event,
s number of people decided on
a splinter demo at HLS Itself.
Finding the place completely
con:loned oft by police, plan 8
was put Into action, and the
demo took place outside the
home of one of the HLS animal
experimenters. Within half an
hour, the forces of law and
disorder arrived· helicopter,
riot vans and all. Fifteen
arrests followed for
'conspiracy to cause criminal
damage'.

Nevertheless, It was
harassment. under sections
41A) and 5 of the Public Order
Act, that the fifteen were
chaf1jed with in the end, while
the prosecutlQn were talking
about upping it to 'violent
affray'. Despite such scare
tactics and legal hot air. all
chaf1jes were dropped In
January and the fifteen are
currently considel'1ng sUing for
wrongful arrest.

As always, the state has
shown its keenness to use a
barrage of legislation. including
the Public Order Act and the
Criminal Justice Act. to silence
legitimate protest. No doubt it
IS relishing a new oPPorWnll.y
in the revamped Terrorism Act
[see centre pages). A few
arrests and some trI.Imped up
chaf1jes which are soon
dropped when the dust settles
IS their answer to increasingly
successful direct action
campaigns such as the
Hlllgrove Cats Campaign.

For further information on
the HlS campaign and its
activities against NatWest.
or for leaflets to distribute in
your area, contact:
Huntingdon Death Sciences
Campaign. PO Box 325.
Cambridge CB1 2UF.
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~
CUT OUT.
NEScAfE
:~,..

NESTLE FORMULA: THE
KILLlNCS CONTINUE

Aformer salts 'lp. for N~1i
Ms SIld Ihm IIit rom~ny rqmtdly
rncoIlt'Ilgtd Jum 10 brtll1 J.\brld
IwJth DrK'lrllSll1lOn mtnnahonal
adts 10 promdt Its pmluct5 to
brtfISIfmJrng mol1rm. Synl.A/lmar
Rizza, um UU'Jzd for Ntstli Millprli
In P.!lbstan~n 1994/lnd 1997,
panttd 0111 IIulI doctors /litre &tIng
g'utn 8lfts m exclumge {l1r
promotmg Nestli prodllcts, mothm
Ilwr bemg gn.~n fret' milk for a
bm/Ii'd I£rJOO ht unlJlthtlr bUDs'
mIlk drl£d up} and SIlles largtls Il'frt'

bemg stI.

Wot'Idwll/t. t1ro I:mts dll nmj

mml/It mll~ thty /Ut nci
bmlstftd. Ntstli and IItt bIJby nulk
Industry pUzys /l fidl part In IJus.
IIM has long mzllStd IIwJ I1 h.1s 10
uvt Iwrd 10 rtpiactIn 'fast
CllSlomtrS' by pmllll1mg 4,(0)
1Itil' muhm to~ ClIstomm
rn'ryday.

Last year, lilt AdtJrrflsmg
Standards Agency IJItUl apart
NcsJ!{s pretence by upholdll1g 11
romp/oml agalns/lls 1996 advtrf
UVllch c/lllltltd 11 hmI Q 'rtSpOl1SJbic
mtdl~nf In lilt drndofJmg
Ilwld This. despite I t'gororls aM
udl-fllrultd 3-ytIlr dtftnct~

""'"NtsllEs pr~lCtS C1I1lM fmllo
Imng IJrm mID fllt Iln/I·gllbll
Cllpl'''' spa/Ighl. No Sllrpn~ tlltn,
that llwn Ihtllnll-WfOJJllrJltS

SJlfNd «ras:s Jht U'OI'1Ji from Staltlt'
on Nooonbtr JOil, Qboul 40
proJ~m tntertd Ih£ NtStll firlmy
m HQllfQX and c/lmbed on lilt roof,
unfurling a oonntr $/lymg 'ptO/lie
Qnd piQnet before profit'. SlXI/'l'n
urn In/lw/ly Q"tst6J Qnd cfu/rgtd
u~lh ronspmry to commJl burg/Qry
(Ihtrt U'l'Tt rUIIIOll1S thll1 somt

clrxtUtts had J11lXft1 too lemptmg'.
Tht gtni Ml'S l$/hizI on

Ftbnuzry 18* IIll chJrges ll'l'Tt

dropptd, flII$lng Jht posslbrMy~
cwms QgDJnst tllt,xi1Ct for
wrungfu' Qrrtst

@ilctiIUl.•let>
@ilctill.,..,et>
@ilctiIUl.•let>
The hatktivists used dozens of powerful Pes to
send a flood of false data onto suth well-known
sites as eBay, Amazon, CNN and Buy.tom, and a
similar assault was made on Yahoo a day earlier.

Amazon's site ....'as inaccessible after a large
amount of JUnk hit it, prevenllng customers from
makIng purthases. MedIa reports on thIS latest
succt'SSful mass hock seem to Indote that the
mainstream IS now prepared to accept the reality that
hatk.Jng 15 going on., and a 10t of it. Nevertheless, all
the rompanles involved strongly denied that the
hacks had been able to obtain information about
their customers. The attatk against Buy.com was
tImed to coincide with the company's initial stock
offering. Whde no-one has apparently claimed
responsibility, the media are using expressions like
'electronic vandals' to describe them. The systems
were not randomly chosen, but carefully targeted,
No easy targets like tommunities, schools or charities
were hIt, only commerce. Some of the world's most
estabhshed, profitable websltes were disabled for
hours, and they roukIn't do a thIng.

T\'o'O "''('t'ks before the East TImer referendum In
August last year, Jose Ramos-Horta, the Timorese
human nghls campaigner, ISSUed an u!tlmah.lm to the
Indonesian Government tn the lbat newspaper, The
Nation'. 1he thrust of It was that an annyof a
hundred teenagers around the world ....,ou1d wreak
havoc by hacking Indonesian Government
computing systems, disrupting rommunications and
draining bank accounts,

Although it has not been reported, hacktivism
has been on the rise since J18. The security software
company mi2g reported that some 10,000 cyber
aUacks ,,'ere launched on the cIty by a group of
hackers callmg itself luTltl8,

last May, the US Dept of Energy webslte, along

WIth others, was hatked mto m retahatlan for Nato's
bombmg of the Chmese emhlssy In Belgrade The
FBI has reported thal they and the Dept of Defen(e
have been subJect to almost 100 attacks a day smce
1he US Government admits there were over 25tl,COJ
attempts to hack theIr systems last year, most beIng
successful. and It has JUSt announced It IS to spend S3
billion an fighting hacktlVlsm

. In Bntam, hardly any of the attacks on the City
were reported to Ihe police CompanIes do not want
to publicise flaws m their security. The l3nllsh
Government does not like to talk about it, beyond
Vah'l.le statements about odd people doing unpleasant
things, apparently motivelessly However, they havE'
Just announced a new MI5 mltiatwe called the
Nahonallnfrastmcture Secunty Co-operatlon Centre,
whIch is to target hacktlVlsls One suspecls there
may be more than JUSt a few bored teenagers
mvolved. Ms Anne CampbelL an MP who speaks on
techo-babble, sees hacktlVlsm as a 'threiltto
democracy' -However, much one dtsapproves of the
Indonesian regime, the very idea that a group of
hackers can dISrupt a country thIS way IS very scary"
She 15 qUIte prepared to support the bombmg of
Serbia, Kosovo and Iraq, and no doubt supports Ne"
Labour's 'ethltil! foreIgn policy', but finds the non­
violent disruptIon of a vicious, genocidal dictlltOrshlp
'scary'. This sums up the hypocriSY of New Labour
One must agree \vlth Ramos-Horta, \vhen he said he
feels morally Jllstlfied about hacktlVlsm He IS
reported as saYIng -I find it a far more moral \vayof
fighllng than uSIng the NATO tattle of bombmg a
country back mto the stone age- ri)
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qlobalfocus: remember Seattle?

SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE

POSl'"SEATTLE IS HAPPENING!!
SEE p,35 AND TltE LINKS ABOVI

FOR TltE LATEST ON ANTl-WTO

ACTION 2000

",ifyou are in
Seattfe, I think the

thing to fly to affect is
whether Seattfe's
citizens become

sympathetic to the
demonstrators or

even outright
supportive of them..,

emocracy Now y Goodman reports
with noted guests on the scene on events in
$eattle: fm'Ml~ebactive,com/

WO';lftfr{al~e~dlo- Live reports
from Seattle with Julie Light and Norman
Solomon and their guests:t~£
wwwlw§ba£t1ye,~om/pacllc mnow,tltml
Global EXchange s Democratise the Glooal
Economy - Analysis and context: h!:!2il
'!1Y£fi.,globaJoxch~n""'-Qll"
COfi)OrateWatcn s WTOThverage ­
Analysis of corporations and their role In
society focused on the WTO: h!!Qil
www,S;;9rpwat!ID.&ralf§:atureli~tml
FOOd FIrst FOOd PQJftics in generalind
regarding the WTO: h..1:1Qil
'!1Y£fi..foodPC1il&rPi
ThePi'eam61icenter: A research project
into the U,S, economy tt, with special
coverage of the WTO: tl1:m;tL

Gi:j~~~"lg~~'Kle Demonstrators:
Information and connections: http://
'!1Y£fi.,nlg ora/wtol
MiChaeiAlb9i1Z MagaZine I ZNet
www,zmao,o[g liD

WHAT WILL HAPPEN?
No one can possibly know, of course. But if

you are in Seattle, I think the thing to try to
affect is whether Seattle's citizens - its cab
drivers, its bus drivers, its small shop keepers, its
folks on the street - become sympathetic to the
demonstrators or even outright supportive of
them, and whether the union and other more
mainstream demonstrators align with the street
demonstrations and continuing marches and
rallies, telling the Seatlle police that their
opposition is workers like themselves, and angry
ones at that. This is already an important event.
Halliance and solidarity can be forged, it will be
historic.

Here are some sites where you can get
excellent up to the minute information to pass
along to others to build support for the
demonstrators and opposition to the WTO
ZNet's GlobaVWTO Watch - Direct from
the scene reports and analysis-and you

can~~po~s~t~Y~ou~r~o~wn~~r~.po~rt~s~: ://r ali
a

e att n News Center - on the
ground, on the scene, with audio, video,
and print reports:~
~.indymedla,O

Ballpark 5O-100,(XX) demonstrators have
assembled in Seattle. They are farmers and industrial
workers, unionists and environmentalists, young and
old, men and women, from the U.S. and from Ihe
Third World. They are angry and their target is the
wro and oppressive world trade, the market system
and capitalism itself. They are there to raise social
cosls to elites by their actions on the scene and
around Ine world (75,00) demonstrated in France,
for example) to curtail or better to close down the
wroagenda.

So what do you do if you are in charge of the City
and have Ointon due in town imminently and the
whole world, literally. watching? What's the elite
strategy'

0) You can Sit back and be ruce and allow the
demonstrators to move freely and make theIr points
and develop confidence and grow In number and size
and, most Important. in their mutual soI.idanty, with
mort people arriving every hour, and education and
oulreach blossoming each day.

Or (2) you can try and break the thing up,
quickly, even if al great risk should you fail.

From early reports, it seems the powers that be
have decided thal to leave hands-off was a recipe fOf
dl.Sasler. They likely envisioned the spectre of
growing numbers, growing willingness to do civil
disobedience, and worst of all, growing solidarity
between diverse sectors and outreach to new
constltuencies, and realised Ihat throughout the
country and world this would send a message that
dissent can restrain the state. They don't like that.

Their other option· the usual favourite choice­
IS to try 10 bust up opposition by using as much force
as they can get away with. The idea in this case is to
send an lmme(hate message that being in Seattle as a
demonstrator means braving gas, troocheons, and
rubber bullets, at least. The police and media try to
get the less mobile and less militant demonstrators to
leave Then, the thmned ranks can be herded away
from the wro bUlkhngs and arrested Of banished.

Judl,'1ng by early reports, I'm guessing that's the
ehte plan The tae\ks are very typical - lntimktating
costumes, quKk and eager but still fOf the moment
limIted VIOlence, curfews, provocatjoo to get
demonstrator (or town citizen) actions that one can
complain are the source of the repression. Provoke a
httle violence, repress it, in due course, with a lot...

The demonstrator reaction will hopefully be not
to fracture but instead to generate more and more
organisation, discipline, and steadfast solidarity and
militancy in marching.. and, when need be, in
committing non-violent civil disobedience.
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Mexico -
9 month sit-in. 745 arrests, 100.000 plus on the streets

On February 91t1 , over
100,000 people took to the
Mexico City streets to

demand the liberation of students
arrested when police regained
control of the city's main university
campus, closed by a nine-month
strike.

The demonstration, which included
students, parents. trade unions and left
groups. was the largest in Mexico for 12
years. Chonting ·freedom, freedom", the
demonstrllton demanded the release of the
85 students held following the police altack

on the occupied campU$ 011 6- February.
when a total of 745 people were initially
arrested lIS police took control of university
buildings and dismantled barricades. The
demonstrators ond their banners pledged 10
continue the strike even though their
occupation had ended.

The National Autonomous University of
Mexico (UNAM) is Latin Americll's largest
university, llnd the fllCt th.:lt the students
and their supporters hllve successfully
occupied il for over nine months
demonslrlltes how seriously they are to be
I<Iken.

As with mosllarge demonSltlltlons in

Mexico these d.:lYs. the opportunity WllS not
missed to c.:lll noisily for the Instltutlonlll
Ruling Party (PRI)'s 70-year hold on power
to come to lln abrupt end. Chllnts of "not II
vote for the PRI" echoed llcross the historic
city centre liS more thlln 100.000 people­
some estlmlltes put the number of 150,000

people - converged on the central Zoclllo
squllre.

The occuplltion beglln Illst summer In
protest lit plans to introduce tuilJon fees in
the university. However, students added
new demands litter university officials

subsequently withdrew the fees.~
(A-Infol)

Poland
The gelatme factory m Brodmca

(bet ....-een Tornn and Olsztyn), has been
taken over and is beLng run by a .....orkers'
commIttee It used to be state owned,
before beUlg soki to Grabek. a Hgelatme
baron H Hov.-ever, Grabek failed to fulfil
contractual obhgations regardmg
employment condlllons and mvestment in
the plant The workers' response .....·as to
Hevacuate the bosses on wheelb.lrTowsH

(apparently, the Polish method of firmg
bosses), and continued production
wuhout them There have been threats of
cutting supply from the govemment, but
none have been put into action to date
There remain 2 outstanding law suits, one
agmnstlhe workers and the other agalllst
the bosses ~

Poland II
The RUSSian embassy in Warsaw was

picketed in a demonstrahon agamst the
.....ar and ethnIC cleansmg m Chechnya In
a hvely sklOmsh. 5 of the over 200 present
.....ere arrested and everyone was attacked
by the polICe Many ol the protesters were
anarchIsts, but there were also people
from Katyn memorials, Belarus, the
Pohsh-Chechen Committee, and others
Banners suggested HLeave the Chechens
alone, drop your bombs on the KremlmH

Demonstrators congregated outside the
pohce station until everybody was
released.~
(A-lnfos)

Netherlands
Tens of thousands of Dutch secondary

school students .....·enl on stnke against
government educatIon plans to cut access
to educatIon The baSIC message
contrasted the Dutch government's
keenness to spend lots of people's money
on NATO bombmg of the Balkans wtth Its
claim of poverty when It comes to
educallon fundmg

One demonstration mvolved over
20,000 students and teachers Il\ The
Hague Dutch peace actIVIsts partICipated,
dlstnbuhllg leaflets calling for solJdanty
\\Illh schools in YugoslaVia by helplllg the
ODJ (the Dutch Foundation for
Reconstruction of Primary Schools 11)

Yugoslavia). r&U
(DAMN)
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Brazil
On the night of Thursday 2 December

1999, Governor Roriz arranged a massacre.
Jose Ferreira cla Silva was murdered with a
12 calibre shotgun. Dozens were
wounded. Two workers were left blind in
one eye.

The scene was a wage campaign
demonstration by Federal District
government employees. Jose was a 34­
year-old gardener who had been in his job
for less than a year.

Federal District government behaved
as in the days of the dictatorship, with top
leadership. induding the Secretary of
Labour and the Home Secretary on hand
to oversee the "exemplary punishment".
Special military units, dogs and anti-riOI
armoured vehicles wefe brought in against
600 unarmed workers on a peaceful
demonstration.

The massacre began around 1.30 p.m.,
when the special units arrived onlhe
scene and immediately opened fire. Men,
women and even the company creche
were targets as the forces of the state were
unleashed. Anyone who atlempted to
show even mlnlmal resistance was shot
fX>lJlt-blank with rubber bullets. Even the
mjured and fallen were shot where they
lay. Several people were also hit by real
bullets. Jose was assassinated with three
shots to the chest. No-one was allowed
on the scene to help the injured.

Roriz's right-v"ing government has
taken to destroying union offices and
prohibiting demonstrations and the use of
sound-system vehicles in public places. It
has also ended democratic eleclions for
school directors, sacked workers who have
dared denounce its failure to deliver its
campaign promises, and embarked on a
systematic campaign of persecution of
fX>liticalopposition.

Denounce this disgusting frenzy and
demand the punishment of all those
involved in the massacre.~
(Labournet)

Note: Brackets at the end of a news
item indicate where you can go for

more information on the net:
laboumet· http://wwwJabournetorg/

DAMN - http://www.damn.tao.com
A-INFOS - http://www.ainfos.ca

DA - email da@directa.force9.co.uk
for info.

All these and more links can be
reached by simply clicking your way to

http://www.directa.force9.co.uk

Nicaragua
At least 65 workers at the Jem 1II

garment factory in Managua's Las Mercedes
free trade zone were fired at the beginning of
January, ostensibly for participating in a
strike which took place in late November!
early December. The most recent firings are
part of a wave of downsizing. and occurred
as management switched workers from their
usual assignments to lines where their
income would decrease, in violation of
Nicaragua's labour code. Management had
sought to have the resultant strike declared
illegal but, in an historic first in Nicaragua's
maquiladora sector, the Ministry of Labour
ruled it legal. Management promised
retaliation against workers who had
participated in the strike and the sackings
were the result of them carrying it oul.

Reports conmct as to the exact number of
sackings, partly because they are being
announced by management a few at a lime,
apparently to cause such confusion and to
minimise worker resistance. (Labournet)
Send faxes of protest to; Mr. Jeffrey A.
Marine, JEM Sportswear, 459 Park
Avenue, San Fernando CA 91340. Fax:
(818) 361-8055.~

Italy
On January 6th, 400 people

demonstrated in San Benedello del Tronto
(in Marche, centralllaly) against the
Mayor's threat to evict the "Totem &
Tabu" Social Centre, occupied since 1993.
The Town Council wants the self­
managed building to be turned into an
authorised recording studiofcultural
centre, thereby closing the space for the
local alternative, anti-fascist and
libertarian movements.

The demonstration was a lively affair
and a notable event for the small town
(population about 40,000). People from
surrounding towns turned oul and gave
their red and black flags an airing.

Following the demonstration, one
town councillor from the Communist party
resigned. The struggle to save the centre
is continuing.r&n
lOA)

mternatlonal news

Columbia
On 19 January, over 5,000 heavily

armed Colombian Anny troops invaded
the U'wa traditional territory at Cedeflo, at
Occidental Oil's new Gibraltar 1 well Sill.'

Police forces also moved in lm masse,
aiming to provide security for Occidental
engineers. Since November 1999, over
250 people from the U'wa commulllty
have been occupying the Cedeflo sIte.

Oxy and the government are blatantly
ignoring the constitutional and legal
principles establishing the communal
lands of ethnic groups as inalienable,
untouchable, and protected by public
deeds of collective property The
Colombian government now intends,
through an obscure process, to declare the
U'wa territory a special oil reserve area,
using the false argument that the national
oil industry is covered by law as a public
utility and social interest. Support and
solidarity is needed to help oppose and
mobilise against the government and the
oil industry. (Laboumet)
For more inlo or to send messages of
support, email;

ailtO'cobacata colnodo.a c.or or
censa co no o.a c.or

essages an e ers 0 protest to;
JUAN MAYR, Minister of the Environ­
ment, Juan Mayr M@Hotmail.Com
and Jma~i'@minamb.aov.co
Or. AND ES PASTRANA, President of
the Republic 01 Columbia, Palacio de
Narilio, Fax 2867434. Bogota.
Bastrana@~eside~cia.2,0v.co

r. GOSTAO BEL LE Os, Presiden­
tial Advisor on Human Rights, Fax 571
3418364. Bogota.
Or. NESTOR HUMBERTO MART1NEZ
NEIRA, Home Secretary, Fax 571
2515884.~

Israel
Israeli dock workers have been in

dispute for over 8 months against
government privatisation plans, which
include a new non-union port in the north
of Ashdod. TI\e general idea seems to be
to dnve down conditions in the
established Haifa and Ashdod ports, WIth
the national docks comp.'ny being broken
into competing companies in the run up to
privatisation. One worker stated: "This
dispute is part of the battle of the
government to break the organised
working class. They want workers who
beg for work every day. It pains them to
see workers who earn decent wages and
have job security. ~ (Laboumet)
Messages of support to;
Shlomo Shimonl, Workers' Committee,
Ashdod. Fax + 972 8 8517826.

~
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Free Mumia
fupllt lire lall'sl slay of (X1'Cl/11011,

MIIII11Q'S life fl'mal/lS ill pl.'rll aI/ire }uJ/lds
of the US 5/ale kllllllg nlachwl'.

[)emOlls/rallO"S con/Ill Ill' III sllpporl of
MIll/lID across the TI'OrIrl. 1Ir Oslo,
NortlYlY, Q Ifrmol/strQllOn 11\:25 fol/ouwf lty
Iht' first ~II shefl' of SIIpp:1Tf from Iht
N()rfJ.t'SU1lllclIrllmlsts· Umml. Stall/i-lip
comt'lfy wo:> a!so Slosed alons tl'llh
soildarlty olld poIl/lcaf spefClrs III SlIpport
0( MIIII11Q, aft!!r whIch abollt 250 propll'
II'm' 10 thL' US Embassy for Q protest.
Blitz. a local group.lmd blllil Q maid of 011

electriC dUllr, ,,'Inch they cOli/Ire/I'd 10 all

l.'1eclnclly sUPI"Y 111£/1 D/ld there. The
f£'Slill flU) slXJrks. {ift, Ofl /'XpiOSIOll a/lit a
small mfmro filiI/ch raged for ot'tr 20
mlllllll!S. Thl' 1K'i1C( stint by. mllldflll of
the fltKS III sl/PfJOr! of Mrama, u¥lI(h
resllft~f from pttsldell' Clm/OIl'S lIIstllo
Oslo 1/1 N(JlJf.'mbtr.

lit Dell/llork. lhe polICe allackElf the
MlIIl11Q demolls/rallOIl almost IIn//ledm/ely.
as proleslers nllempled 10 stnlld 511/1 for 17
IWlll/tes - om.' for ench year Mlmlin lIas
!Jl'i?1l all deUlh-row. TheaemOllslralors
llwe ennrcfl'tf as peXlrL: IIrQV(' mto them
from all ~des u~llg riot oollS. Aftn­
COIlsul...,abfl' lroubk. the mJlrch managed 10
pra:m1lo alllral Copenhagen, but lhe
peXlCl' agQm allacJzd Wllh 11010115 and Irled
10 rim people avu 11'Ilh 'heir armourl'ti
l'I:lllcfts. Numerolls arresls Q/l{IIIIJllrlt'S
resultf'll.

I1I 8nlnlll, regular aCllolls,leafletmgs
arid a IrallO/la!llemollSlralloltlll Lolld"'l all
Mnrch 41h etlslm:d /lml MIWIIO }ms
rell/amed III thi' Itl"l/'S.

Contact MUMIA MUST LIVE! at BM
Haven, London WC1N 3XX.
Email: mu=al1netuk.com
Web site: ~callnetuk.comJ
home/mumla ~

us
In February, Northwest Airlines began

searching home computers of night
allendants, looking for e-mail eVidence
that Ihe employees helped 10 organise a
SIck-out at the aIrline over the New Year's
holiday (see also DA 13)

The search has since been suspended
pendmg a temporary settlement of the
alrime's laWSUit agamst Teamsters Local
2000, the umon representmg the 11.000
flight attendants Nevenheless,
Northwest's actIon comes at a tIme when
e-monitoring of employees online
activities is undergoing explosive growth
Increasingly, courts have been willing to
help companies crack down on so-called
HcybersmearingH- bad~mouthmg

companies or therr management online
HBUSlOesS speech IS not subJeCt to the
same protectlOflS as pohtlcalspeech," saId
a Mmneapohs attorney who specw.lises m
cyberlaw: "You can't say whatever you
want about a company.H

This latest action by Nonhwest
workers follows that in spring 1998, when
the company's mechanics, frustrated by
the pace of conlract negohallons, began an
unauthonsed ",'ark slowdown Ihat forced
fbght delays and hundreds of
cancellahons Umon leaders dlsclauned
any knowledge or authonsatlon of the
campaign, which employees advocated on
Web sites and message boards~
(Laboumet)

Sweden
30 Anarcho-syndicalisl Youth

Federation (SUF) activists forred the licket
barrier 10 the subway stallon at Slussen m
the centre of Stockholm On reachlllg the
platfonns, they put up posters with
mfonnalive messages such as 'Next tram IS
free'. They then enjoyed a free ride to the
next stalion, where they gave a short
presentation on the subject of 'free public
transport for all'.

Stockholm has seen a wave of
pnvatisahon and neo-liberallsm since the
right-wmg coalitIon took over m the City
Hall last year The subway has been sold
to the French company 'Connex', whose
first mlhallves have been 10 ralSe the
already expenSIve 'monthly Ilcket' price
and stamp OUI any ticket fraud by use of
new conlrol equipment. SUF people have
hinted thal the action may become a
monthly tradition. ~
(A-lnfos)

USII
Thousands of engmeers and

technicians Slreamed out of Boemg plants
on 9'h February, kICkmg off Ihe firsl 'bona
fide' stnke ever by white-collar workers at
the Seallle aerospace company

Departmg workers clulched bags,
boxes of files and personal belongmgs At
the Renlon plant. pIckets began massmg
al street corners PICket lines went up
around Boemg operatlons In Everett,
Mukilteo and Lynnwood

The union, SPEEA, Boelng's second­
largest, represents abouI 22.000 engmeers,
scientists, manual wnters. software
designers and lechmclans m Washmgton.
Kansas, Flonda, California, Oregon, Texas
and Utah About 13,000 are actual umon
members

WhIle-collar workers have struck
Boemg for only a day 10 nearly half a
century, and even then many crossed
pIcket hnes The stnke has been a true
shO\~'down between a resurgent Union and
a company mtent on holdmg Ihe hne on
pay and benefits ~
(Labournetl

Bangladesh
'Faridabad MaJdoor Samachar' IS a

Hmdl monthly paper With a 5,000 copy
pnnt run whICh IS dlSlnbuted free along
roadsIdes dunng shIft-changes iK:TOSS
DelhI. Over half of the 400,000 factory
workers III Faridabad are casual and most
of them get less than the slatutory
minimum wage, presently Rs, 1852 (USS
43 approx.) per monlh What WIth wages
regularly left unpaId, and factory closures
common, there IS plenty to report in the
paper. However, management goons
have begun Increasmgly ferooously
attackmg dlslnbutors on the streets After
the latest attacks m January, those
Illvolved have begun reqllestmg
mtemallonal solidanty, ell her directly or
by sendmg proleSlletlers to Ihe Indian
government through the Indian embassy
m the counlry you Jive.~
(DA)
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Immigration round-up
As the Twentieth Century progressed,
so the number of refugees increased.
The start of the 21st Century is being
marked by entrenchment of the 'rich'
world behind new iron curtains of
immigration controls. Both the US
and Europe, as well as other rich
nations (e.g. see Australia, below) are
trying to whip up racist hatred to help
gain support for their 'divide and
rule'strategy. Immigration control
will increaslI1gly be a major battle­
ground for those of us seeking a
world without borders.

Australia
Asylum-seekers incarcerated at the

Curtin refugee camp in Western Australia
went on hunger-strike at the beginning of
February, demanding beller living
conditions. The Immigration Minister
refused to consider their demands and
insisted that they tell others who may seek
asylum in Australia that they will not be
welcome. Curtin is a disused air-base in
Western Australia's arid north-west. It
now has barbed wire and guards, and the
temperature is soaring as the desert
summer progresses. One refugee has
already been hospitalised suffering
dehydration.

Despite the UN convention
requirement not to use brutality to make
an example of people, the Australian
Government continues to use detention
and punishment alongside a calculated
racist campaign. The Premier of Western
Australia recently said that if the refugees
did not like conditions at Curtin, they
should "go back home".
Messages of protest to:
Minister for ImmiQration and
Muttlcultural Affairs, The Hon. Philip
Ruddock MP, Suite MF 40, Parliament
House, Canberra ACT 2600. Fax: 00­
61-2-6273-4144 ID

Note: Brackets at the end of a news
item indicate where you can go for

more infonnation on the net:
Laboumet • http://www.laboumet.org!

DAMN· http://www.damn.tao.com
A-INFOS - http://www.ainfos.ca

DA - email da@directa,force9,co,uk
for info,

All these and more links can be
reached by simply clicking your way to

hUp;(/www,djrecta,force9,co,uk

Italy
In December, a Hre killed four inmates

and injured dozens at the immigrant jail in
Trapanl.. Sicily, where inmates are
crammed 15 to a cell. It prompted an
official inquiry, which exposed some of the
squalid living conditions in the country's
eleven 2-year old immigrant jails. This,
combined with riots and general unrest,
has forced the government into
announcing sweeping refolllls. The only
sign so far is that work has started on
expanding Trapani to hold more inmates.

Meanwhile, no progress is apparent on
the cases of the inmates who, because
they have committed no crime, are
officially known as "guests" living in
"reception centres". Criticism from
governments across fortress Europe is
non-existent - European Union partners
are anxious that Italy, a gateway for north
Africa and the Balkans, holds fillll. ID

Spain
All direct action is nol good; some is

downright racist. In February, violence
broke out in the southern agricultural
town of El Ejido, torn apart by dashes
between white locals and immigrant
workers from north Africa. The police
arrived on the scene long after a group of
local bigots had kicked off. The violence
was sparked by the arrest of a mentally
unstable Moroccan man who admitted
killing a local woman. Acrid smoke from
fu-es which destroyed a plastics factory and
petrol station hung over the town.
Schools and shops were dosed. The
government delayed laking action against
the bigots, apparently as a 'race card' tactic
in the run up to the general election.

Elsewhere, in Gijon, Asturias, more
useful direct action saw street battles in
the docks on February 11th, after 231
workers were effectively sacked by Nagisa.
Teargas failed to break the barricades and
a forced 24-hour stoppage ensued.•

international news

Ur~coming global C\'cnts

IMF PROTEST 76-77"' APRIL
WashingtQrt, April 16-17 will be the

second major outing for the Mobilisation [or
Global Justice coalition, after its debut in
Seat/le (see p.13J. The US capita! is the home
of the International Monetary FUlld (IMF)
and World Bank Group, whose coercive
pawers Juzve forced the global economy into its
present slulpe. They were instrumental in
creating the World Trade Organisation. A
major six-monthly meeting will be the
occasion for ademonstratian of rejection of
their rules and their system.

The links between the IMF, the World
Bank Group, the wro, and multinational
corporations will continue to be exposed
through such actions, as well as their
practices and role hI maximising private
profits and destraying theellvironment,
people's livelihoods and human rights.

Web sile - www.a16.arg.Join thee-mail
list by sending ablank e-mail message to a] 6­
international-planning-subscribe@!grollps.com

MAYDAY~OOO

A Global Day of Actioll is planned far
MIlyDay, [ailowing 0'1 from the successful
Global days of resistance and carnival against
the capitalist system last year· f18 and N30.
Peoples' Global Action are Olle of the co­
ordinating groups, dedicated to building a
strong, bold, and creative grassroots
movement [or a society based on solidarity, co­
operation, grassroots democracy, and
ecological sustainability. A huge range of
events and actions are likely to Iulppen, as
local groups across the planet plan alld do
their owllthing on the day. Why II0t join in?
Far details alld more illfo, visit the MIlyDay
2000 Web site at http://www.(reespeech.org/
mayd!ly2kf or COlltact DA.

PRAGUE, $EPTEMBER 2000
FoIlowillg Seallle, the next summit of the

IMF alld World Bank is planned to take place
in Prague, in September. /I is also billed by
UNJrld leaders as an end-of-millellnium tribute
to alpitalism alld to its "triumph" CJUer (so­

allied) "communism". The general purpose
will be to show the vastly impoverished
peoples of the region tlult there is "/lOather
future possibility" for them but to accept the
new realily of "globalised capitalism".

Activists in the Czech Republic see it
di/ferelltly, and they will be out in force to
make the IMF, World Bank, EU, NAFTA
alld the C7 feel unwelcome. The mass protest
will include alist of demands to smash the
IMF- World Bank, callcel the debt
immediately and to present an alternative of a
world-wide, allti-capila/ist alliance.
For in[o, email ralfi!:rlllarch.free.de
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O,rectAa Terre r1,m Bill

Nevv Labour,

THE TERROR/$M BILL
WIlt:

• mJlJ.z (my «tWist al rISk
of {(ltTlIng under the new
lkfirutlon of "fT,uris( III
somt POint In lunt;

• make rtfugees
slIpporlmg the averthrow of
opprrsSWf regimes in thtlr
Gum cOllnlry terrOrists;

• makt tJlly degree of
slIpport for Q proscribed
orgalliSDlion into 'terrorism';

• rn/rooua powers ID lire
Idler to declare cordoned
areas. U'llhm Qml tNtJOfLllt 10
wluch anyoTlt' can bt sent to
prISOn;

• mlrQ:111lr new 'sus'
pOlllm of stap, setlrch and
d~Qm. IJ.Yuch could t1fftct
an!!","e.

T
he Government Is
proposing to change the
Anti-Terrorism Act.
Initially, It was brought in
as a 'temporary' measure

after the IRA pub bombings In
Birmingham In t 974. Now they
want to make It pennanent. They
have also decided to take the
opportunity of including a few new
categories of English, Scottish and
Welsh 'terrorists' Into the bargain,
from democratic demonstrators to
people who have occasional
thoughts of poUtlcal dJssent.

The TelTOfism Bill conUlins 0 clear and
explicit Intention; to change the definition of
terrorism from being ~use of violenCe for political
ends· to the far wider·rllnging ~use of violence
against persons or property or the threllt to use
such violence to intimidate or COerCe the
Government, or llny section of the public for
political, religious or ideologiclll ends·. Under
both the existing Act llnd the 'new improved'
version, people can be arrested without a warrllnt
and held for 48 hours. This con be extended to 5
days by order of the Home Secretary.

The Terrorism Bill signifies the 'coming of
llge' of a vicious piece of knee-jerk reaction to
IRA activity, The scope is clellrly being widened
to include almost anyone the Govemment does
not like Of may not like in the future. The Home
SecreUlry will be given the right to proscribe
domestic groups and organiSlltions, mllking it a
criminal offence to belong to or associate with
them. It willlllso become a criminal offence to
incite groups or individullls to commit 'terrorist'
acts In a foreign countIy.

The banning of domestic groups the
Government does not like Is. frankly, frightening
and dangerous. So is the creation of a wide range
of new 'crimes' that could lead to individulll
orrests, for example, for 'llssoclating'.

However, since most of us like a bit of
'frlghtenlng find dangerous', let's consider some
situtltions where the new regime might t1pply.
You are involved with tI group planning tI

demonstroUon, You do not Intend It to be violent

but you accept that there is a possibility of
violence of some sort llnd so pion accordingly.
Sorry, criminol offence.

. Your friend llsks if her/his animal rights
groups Clln use your front room for a meeting, as
their usual plaCe is booked up. You agree, though
you do not attend and you do not know what was
discussed. Sorry, lending your front room may be
construed liS 'support' - criminal offence.

You lire stllying on a road protest sIte and
someone mentions in converHtion theIr idea of
trashing contrllctors pltlnt and machinery. The
idea is not pursued and nothing is done, Sorry,
too Illte - you were there when it was consldered­
crimintll offence. Worse stil1. you overhear a
discussion llbout distlbling the plant and
mtlchinery and you fail to report the possibility of
it occurring to the police. Even if there WllS never
any intention on your part to take part - failure to
report plllnned octivity is a criminal offence,

You ore llsked by a friend to hove a look
oround the perimeter of 0 local research
laboratory to see if you can get some idea of what
15 going on inside - criminal offence. Even
pltlnning lor defence of a strike or setling up a
community action group to organise opposition to
a local conUlmlnated site or new development
could quite effortlessly fall within the cotegory of
criminal offence under the Bill. Now, a lot of
people reading this have, 8t some time, done one
of these things. or something similllr. in one form
or another. Even if you are toying with the idell,
well, you'd better get on with it; this Bill is on its

WilY to becoming one of Straw's l"ws, if 1111 goes
to New l...llbour pl"n.

If things do not look too rosy as a British
citizen, they could be worse. Under the proposed
Act, if you tlre tl refugee and you have left your
countIy of origin be<;lIuse you htlve been attacked
llnd lire in feor of your life because of Government
repression, you will have tl 9retlter problem.
Aside from the fact that, on recent evidence, it IS

likely you will be denied your rights, bundled into
a pltlne or prison IInd forgotten llbout, tlnyone
who 8dvocales from this country the overthrowing

of a GOvernment (however heinous) in {lnother,
will be committing an offence, Support for the
tlnll,apartheid ANe would have been illegal, If
these proposals had been law at the time.
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INSTmJTlONALlSED BULLYING
The implications of the Terrorism Bill liTe c1elltly worrying to .!Inyone with

11 semblllnce of democratic rights. For anyone involved in or lldvocllting

direct action, It is frightening - and I do nol mean fairground frightening Of

horror film sCllry entertllinmenl, I mean brute bullying. This is probllbly one
of the reasons the changes life proposed; pure unadulterated Intimidation.

Oth~ rell50ns ore undoubtedly also llpplicable. One may appear to be II
nippllnljoke: It lTllIy provide Special Btllnch. MI5 and MI6 whh something to
do - add some meaning to their surveillance of everyday life. 'Thre;,ts'to
UK Plc, imagined or orn_ise, have been dropping off drO!lmllticlllly in recent

years, what with the C11Jmbling Soviet bloc and the lnacbvlly of the IRA. and
that has surely led to some nervous twiddllng of thumbs In secret service,

Various ideas have included turning them to targetting drugs tlaffickers - but

such people can be a bit nasty, Animal righ~, rOlld protesters, assorted

direct action advocates are much easier, softer tllrgets,

Another, possibly more realistic but less fetching re<:lson is th"t this

Government seems to hllve <:I r"ther unhealthy, intense commitment to

contlol. Much is made of the 'one country, one society' ide<:l in New Labour

speak, llnd any group which disturbs this idea by not plllying by the
'teamworklng' rules is singled out liS a threllL

We mllY muse over the rellsons, but the fllet remllins; the chllnged Act

will be one of the most repressive and reactionllry pieces of legislation

proposed in declldes - including Thatcher's epics, It is deliberately intended

to create a climllte of suspicion llnd fear, <:Ind to fuel the populist yet anti·

social idea thllt the average guy/girl next door could be a terrorist. Siege

mentality, compli<:lnce is sensible, and if you dOn't like it, you'd better keep

your head down llnd pretend you do or else. Welcome 10 the manic smile

that 15 New Labour.

UNWORKABLE SOLl1TIONS
h Wouklllppear that, with the will and the majority. the Bill may make it

into Law. Although this clellrly depends upon the sh~r amount and

effectiveness of the resistance we can muster to it over the next few months.

But, is it work<:lble? The short answer to this is "not if we can make It

unwork<:lble", Four words llpply here - remember the Poll Tax?

While the current Act was originally directed principally at the IRA, m<:lny

people went along with it. rotten though it was (look no further than the

injustices of the Birmingham 6, the Guildford 4, the 'Persons Unknown' case

and the ALF arrests which h"ve taken pl"ce under the current Act). The
new BlII is so potenti<:ll1y wide·ranging and sweeping in both lu powers llnd

coverage. that a lot of ~Ie are already wellllware of the imp~clI threat it

brings. This is the starting point - the s~ from which effective resistance

could potentially grow.

It must lllso be stressed thllt even the existing Act does not "nd has
never really 'worked', By 1991, some 18.000 people had been detained

under it but only 250 had been charged with any offence whatsoever.

Despite its orfginllllntent that the Government could be seen to be doing

something about the IRA, it has proved to be useless in thllt role,
The chllnges In the Act may even make It more useless liS well as

creating more opposition, The sheer numbers of people who "re potentially
criminalised as a result of the changes could even be a device of use against

it. For example. if the ch"nges are enacted and are used for the first time,

say on a 1oc,,1 demonstllloon. opposition group or stloppy mllgazme

collective(?!). thousands of people could be "Ierted and instantly present

themselves at their 1oc,,1 nick to turn themselves in. There lire plenty of

other ideas "round to hetp make this farCical piece of vitnol unworkab~and

hold it up to public ridicule.
First and foremost, even if you ignore everything else within these pages,

plellse help yourself, don't let yourself be terrorised (sic), bullied nnd

intimidllted Into stopping doing anything you think Is Important, just because

of this Bill. IF YOU DO, THEY HAVE WON. Organise opposition locally. be

creative. Can you really afford to stand by and do nothing llbout It?

11'~
~on
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DirectAction: violence

ViolBnOB junkiB8
DIREO ACTlON AND SELF"DEFENCE;
HOW VIOLENCE MIGHT BE USED, OR NOT.

Direct Action comes in many
shapes and sizes. The media
obsession is that all such

activities are done by hordes of
horrid violent thugs who really get
off on confronting squads of police in
full annour and anned with an array
of offensive weapons.

One response to this has been people
emphasising the non-violent nature of
much direct action. Sometimes so much
so, it is as if it doesn't matter what the
action is, how ineffectual, how pointless,
as long as it is non-violent. Then, there is
the again over-reactive critique of this
from the nutter brigade, who just possibly
do in fact enjoy fighting with squads of
armoured, tooled up coppers. So the see­
sawswmgs.

While the main topic here is about
violence used by people who apparently
want to help replace the state and
capitalism with a better society, it is worth
starting with a quick but important aside.
Whatever violence has been committed, it
vanishes into nothing when compared to
that committed by states. It is not just the
dictatorships of the Bolsheviks and the
fascists and their ilk who use violence.
Social democracies have standing armies;
what for, if not for the threat and
enactment of violence against 'external'
foes and the enemies within, the people
themselves? Institutionalised violence,
both physical and emotional, is the
cornerstone of the means of social control
used by government gurus and captains of
capitalism.

Most debates on violence tend to

concentrate almost exclusively on
terrorism, and/or propaganda by deed, but
this is only part of the SIOI)' and, currently
at least, a vel)' small part. Fortunately, the
few groups and individuals who are
apparently keen to do a bit of bombing to
hurt people and shock others into action
(or whatever) are either all mouth and no
trousers or lacking in ability.

Whilst destroying sections of the ruling
oligarchy may seem attractive in terms of
giving them a bit of what they deselVe,
there is little to be gained. The capitalist
system rarely relies to any great extent on
individuals for its power and coherence.
True, a few dozen individuals could be
said to have a mater controlling influence
on the world's economies, but they can
easily be replaced - politicians even more
so. Assassinating dictatorslleaders may
create enough instability for social and
political changes to occur but, in the vast
majority of cases, it will lead to an
offensive against 'politically subversive'
groups and individuals (that is you, me,
and anyone whose face doesn't fit). The
lawmakers don't need another excuse to
harass anti-capitalist thought. This is not
to mention the fact that social and political
change depends upon long-term shifts in
ideas by significant numbers of people - a
few people with nailbombs just cannol
bring about this sort of useful, real change.

Then there is the problem of, as NATO
calls it, 'collateral damage'. Attacks on
targets other than political or military
personnel seem to typically take place in
either major shopping areas, or transport
terminals, usually involving either
potential loss of life of members of the
public (unwarned version) or the clearing
of people oul the way (pre-warned
version). To rely on the police and the
milital)' bomb disposal squads to stop the

slaughter of members of the public is
absurd. To claim to be trying to create a
fairer better world yet to be happy to blow
up members of the working class in order
for the working class to become
sympathetic seems, to be as polite as
possible, illogical.

A basic tenet of anarcho-syndicalism is
that means and aims are integral parts of
the process of transforming society. The
end does nOI justify the means regardless.
A society based on collective free
organisation of individuals based on
mutual aid, tolerance and understanding
needs to be struggled for on its own terms.
This does not mean pacifism. Pacifism
means standing by refusing to dirty
oneself with violence, whilst allowing
oppressors to attack and harm people
amongst us who are unable 10 defend
themselves individually. This is abjuration
of responsibility. To condemn violence in
self-defence is to tar those who inflict the
atlacks with the same brush as those who
suffer them and seek to defend themselves
and others.

Authoritarian left and hierarchical
national liberation organisations may find
it acceptable to work 'undercover' and
isolate themselves from real life, but for
co-operative, direct democratic
organisations of the working class such as
Solidarity Federation, such a tactic is
counter-productive (at least as long as we
are not forced underground).

What about the more day-to-day type
of violence, as it were; what the media
would call 'yobbishness' or 'hooliganism'?

Rioting may be a blast, it may give an
adrenaline buzz, but it does little more
than get people noticed. This, in itself,
isn't a bad thing. The meek will always
get shat on. However, if you limit your
strategy to glorifying pleas for recognition
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VIOLENT

CONFRONTATIONS,
WHETHER WITH THE

STATE, FASCISTS OR THE

AlTTHORITARIAN LEFT MAY

WELL BE NECESSARY AT VARIOUS
TIMES; SELF-DEFENCE IS ESSENTIAL,

AND WE MUST BE PREPARED TO
DO IT, BUT WITHOUT GLORIFYING

IT. GLORIFICATION MUST SURELY
BE RESERVED FOR WHAT WE

WANTTO PROMOTE­

CO-OPERATION,

SOLIDARITY AND
MLlTUAL AID...

from
,nm
people,
you end
up
offenng
nothmg of use
except
mstructions on
making a molotov
RIots, or mass VIolent ovU disobedience
are not condemned or to be condemned
When 11alk to people about bemg In

Trafalgar Square on the anti-Poll Tax
demonstratIOn or 118, a large proportion of
them can sympathise WIth ....'hal happened
and what people did, but If J S<1Y I \\-ent
out last Illghl and whacked some copper
Just for being one, many would think I was
a nutter who ought 10 be locked up. I
cannot condone random acts of violence
agamst mmor mdlvidual representatives of
the stale Defendmg a demonstratlon,
stoke or picket agamsl allacks IS not the
same as bhnd angry attacks

A concentration of allentlon on the
'phYSlCal' detracts from the hard work.
long, bonng hours and less sexy work
whIch goes mto political action. If you
only talk or do the haring around, lobbing
bricks side of things, you only attract
people who are interested in haring
around lobbing bricks. Violent
confrontallons, whelher wllh the state,
fascists or the authontanan left may well
be necessary at vanous limes, self-defence
IS essential, and we must be prepared to
do It, but WIthout gIonfymg It To
concentrate on Vlolence WIthout
addressmg political issues IS to doom the
action to fallure. Glorification must surely
be reserved for what we wanl to promote·
co-operation, solldanty and mutual aid,
not what we are against

Direct
actIons would be

better if the emphaSIS
was more on being relevant

and appropriate 'Keeping It fluffy' IS as
irrelevant an ob,ective for any actlVlty as
'keeping it spiky', or whatever the other
extreme would be. Direct action is a
method of working and a style of pohtlcal
and social act 100 that only works most
effeclLvely where It IS part and parcel of a
WIder movement A more appropnate
focus for ChOOSlllg dIrect action methods is
that wider movement, its goals and the
context we are working in.

For social revolution 10 succeed and
not be crushed by Ihe force of reactIon or
taken over by some self-serving new elite
for the left, most of the .....ork needs to be
done beforehand It's no good plannmg to
Just blow away bits of the state In a bloody
struggle and expecting a perfect society to
fall into place People have to be ready,
willing and wanting to run their own lives.
The violence of a revolution, like violence
anywhere, is only justifiable in self­
defence. It is not a great cathartiC
blood-lettmg ntual, or an opportumty for
bloody revenge Unless the majority of
people want a social revolution and are
prepared to work with and for it, no
amount of trained, disclplmed, murderous
revolutionary cliques can create a better
world. If more people cannot be brought
into the movement for change by
convincing ideas and by example, then any
'revolution' is a failure. It's not very
libertarian to offer someone the choice of
utopia or a bullet m the head.

While
It may
belrue

that
theory

WIthout
action equals

nothmg. IllS
equally true that

action Without theory
means you do somethmg stupid

Revenge IS not a pohtkalldeology, and
those who want to use anarchism 10
release their rage would be better adVISed
to pound a mattress \.,.,th a tenms racket

Violence IS a heavy tool It can do a
great amount of damage to users lInd
receivers, Intentlonll11y lInd
unintentionally It needs to be treated
with the utmost respect, used sparingly
and only appropnately Violence Cll11 act
agalllst as \vell as for social revolution If
your aim IS a direct democratIC socIety
based on equahty, sohdanty and mutual
.lld, then bash10g a copper or bncklflg a
toff Simply because they m IS not a
reasoned or reasonable ob,ectlve
EhmlllalLng the need for coppers and the
system of pnvileged classes are reasonable
objectives. If you want to beat people up
and get beaten up, go hang Ollt at one of
the pubs in most towns and CIties where
like-minded people go, or better still, do
somethIng about your excess aggressIon
If you want to make a better workt, IhInk
first. then do ~
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Was this in the mterests of the
unions orlhelr members? It has
weakened thell\ nol helped them,
precisely what Thatcher and Co.
wanted. She knew well that we are
invariably more influenced by the
telly, newspaper and radio than by
the trade union leaders, and Will
vote accordmgly 10 a secret ballot,
while Thatcher and Co, cymcally
flatter the masses by telling them
they are freely mak10g their own
decisions in theIr own best mterests.

It is also the two pnnclple
world 'democraCIes', Bntam and the
US, who have the most ntthless,
genocidal forelh'Tl poliCies, as
demonstrated by Vietnam, Laos,
Cambcxha and, more recently, Iraq
and YugoslaVia, to name a few.

New Labour were brought to
power todothe Tones' dirty work
for them, smce the estabhshment
knew full well that Larour were
more likely to get away With It­
whether it is foreipl policy or
domestic 'refonns'; e.t1l1mg disabled
benefits, Introducmg student tUition
fees, Cllllmg Legal Aid to make It
more dlfficult for people to obta1O
legal 'Iushce', and pnvatlsatlon of
anythmg possible whLch wasn't
already done by Thatcheror MajOr.
Mane once said tbatm Bntam the
electorate IS allowed, every few
years, to vote into office the political
party who wi\1then continue to
oppress them. Never was thiS more
true than today, thanks m large part
to the enormous propaganda
machine the bourgeoiSie has
developed mrecent decad~,

It may be more pertmentto
spend less time attackmg the
ObVlOllS external enemy in
Westminster and Whitehall, and
Instead concentrate on combating
the more msidlou;i enemy wlthm
people's homes -the broadcasting
media, In so dOing. we Will be
challeng10g the very Instlt\lllons
responSible for the lmlllst and
oppressIVe scxlety we now hve 10,

ES

BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY
Dear DA,
The 1997 election was not a

triumph. a victory for New Labour;
it was a triumph for the
establishment, who conned and
duped millions of people into voting
for New Labour under the illusion
Ihat we were going to b'l't
somethmg different from what we
had been gelling for the previous
eighteen years. What the eiectorate
has actually had since New Labour
came into office is, Lf anything.
worse. New Labour IS worse than
the Tories. B1airisworsethan
Thatcher.

Elections are a farce, II won't
make a Wit of difference'whether
Labour, the Tories or Lib-Dems win
the next election, the public will
continue to have the same policies
imposed upon them whether they
want them or nol. The people who
reaily nln this cOllntry are the
financial-industnal-military-media
elite, who bnng to power whoever
they choose and dispose of them
when Ihey've used them, as they
did WIth Thatcher and as they will
with malr, whenever It SllltS them.
The last election was one of the
biggest confidence tricks ever
foisted on the British electorate,

Dr Stockman, in lbsen's play
'An Enemy of the People', dared to
suggest that parliamentary
democracy wasn't all it was cracked
up to be. He was right. 11 was
Thatcher and Tebblt who
'democratIsed' the trade umons,

The masons are scared stiff of
the direct actIon movement; its
individuality, Its independence from
society and ferocious will-power.
The last thing it wants is these
anarchists to berome even more
seU-empowered. Let alone watch
them dabble in elemental magic.
Stir up paranoia alx>ut culls and the
occult! That'l1 stop the masses from
self-empowennent. Prey on their
rebellious dislike of Christianity, but
don't offer any acreptable
alternatives - except deluded
deadline of sexed-up odd cults.

Make yourown mind up, stay
and atheist, but really, yell are not
the centre of the universe, nor am 1.
!'ll just walk my dog, whistle in the
woods, dance under the moon
alone, or with friends, or come and
jOm my cull. One blank cheque IS
all Ineed la b'uarantee yOll a place
m heaven!

Joking aside, let's nol be
mampulated by mass fear of the cult
or disappear with our heads in the
clouds. But can we escape this
victim mentality, be here, be now,
dance. celebrate and act1 Isn't
everythmgconnected? AW

Polibcs as she IS done. (No.3.9,4·71)
T',§1 D1KFCT ACTION (Combo model)

WITCH REPLYS ?

notes+/etters

D1!ar D1\,
What \5 thiS paranoia of

cultism? Fearofbemgcontrolled?
Unwarped by politics, religion is a
means of personal empowerment,
Thai means yOll, no one else,
reahses the full potential within and
reaches out 10 it. Look lip 10 the
stars, keep your bools in the mud
and dant'e against capitalism.
ml1llinalionalism, etc. but dance".
for the earth? Aspeck of dUSI
floatmg around the milky way; a
planet in Its mfancy. Dance for
yourself, dance for all of us, loin
together with f!lends.

Look at ancient societies - and
the fragments that remain, A 101 of
their 'cults' wen! about self­
empowerment and returnmg [0 the
elemental forces Wllhln lIS. Dance
to thl? spmts of the elements JOin a
rover - whoops, now you are a all!;
therefore someone bowlntj down 10
some clever, sexed-up power­
hung!)' leader. Sure there are a few
around. Probably less than the
media would have us imaSine, in
their wltch-hunllng frenzy (so
what's a magazme on direct action
dams JOmmg m?).

22 #'4 SplIng 2000



•

THESE ~ HOSPITALS
AR~ T~RRBLV
DEPRESSING

AREN'T THEV~

THOSE tJJRSES
LOOK MRSO

TIRED. AN:> ALL
THOSE PEOPLE

ON TROLLIES IN
THE CORRIDORS:

NOT ENOJGIl
MONEY I SUPPOSE

I i ID

ABSOLUTELV MARVELLOUS. IN TIlE
NEW PEOPlE CARRER' WE GOT
THERE IN NO TIME. SIlLV TRlSTRAM
WENT OfF PlSTE
AND BROKE fItS
MlQE TI1OlJGI!,

DON'T YOU
DARLII'JG':

AND TRIST'S SCHOOl
IS SHORT OF BOOKS

AND TEACI1ER.S.>-.ISN'T
IT DARLIM>'

DON'T TELL ME
ABOJT In f' ZDE'S
COMPREI1ENSIV~ 1---­
GETS ANY WORS~.
W~'R~ JUST GOING
TO HAV~ TO
PRIVATIZE HER:

S . 2000 '/)j#
#14 pnng ~on

HMM. P1ERHAPS
WE SHOUlD PAY
MORE TAXES OR
SOMETf1ING~ DON'T BE SIlLV

DARLING. WE
DIDN'T VOTE
NEW LABOUR
TO PAV MOR~

TAXES. Wf£RE ARE
YOU ALL GOING FOR
SUMMER THIS
VEAR~ WE'RE OfF
TO OUR LITTLE
PlACE IN THE
SEVCHELLES AGAIN..
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ideas for change: occupations

F

S achieved. Indirect methods, such as electoral
activity or lobbying, are rejected outright.

E
.In many instances, the right to vote itself

was won by direct action. While I do not vote,
nor do I recognise any potential for voting to
bring hmdamental change, it is important to

L note that voting is a basic right which has
been denied to women/black people, etc., at
different times. [am not against the nght to
vote, only the idea that voting can deliver real
change. However, the point is, if direct action
can win the right to vote, clearly against the

wishes of the stale, surely it has the potential to
change the social system dramatically.

The role of popular pressure, non-co­
operation, and civil disobedience in winning
social and constitutional rights has not been
ignored by anarcho-syndicalist theory,

Direct action to anarcho-syndicalists is not
just a way of expressing the spirit of rebellion,
but also a way of releasing new energies to the
task of radically changing society and
establishing social justice. HistOrically,
syndica[ists, the forerunners of anarcho­
syndicalism, saw the general strike and the
social strike as being at the apex of revolutionary
direct action. However, situations and methods
change. Today, I think the occupallon is the
quintessential tactic of choice for anarcho­
syndicalism.

We wish to reclaim the world, for although
we occupy it, we do not control our own place in
it at present. Instead, we are controlled by
bosses and politicians, who prevent us from
establishing the sustainable society that we
need. To occupy a workplace or any other
building is to challenge the ownership of it by
the private capitalist or the state, or whoever has
control. Likewise, occupying a natural area in
advance of capitalist development is to challenge
their right to own nature and do as they please
with our common resources.

While striking is a progressive activity which
has delivered many a victory, it has to be taken
further. Instead of leaving our means of
production to the bosses, why not take it over
and run it ourselves for the benefit of all? The
occupation is a direct step towards this end,~

What counts as direct action can be
ambiguous. It often crosses the boundaries
between law, public opinion, and convention.
The range is wide, from low profile initiation of
boycott campaigns, to the mass actions of large
strikes, occupations and sit-downs. An
'ordinary' march through the streets asserts
what is regarded as a basic right. However
small, it has the potential to develop (especial1y
if held in defiance of a banning order).

While direct action is largely a method, it can
and arguably should be seen as more. Action of
any sort does not take place in a vacuum, but
within a unique political, social and economic
context. Direct action may be a spontaneous
response to a one-off type incident, such as an
'accident' or event. More nonnally, it is a
planned response to a long-standing problem.
[t is invariably an attempt to reassert what many
would regard as a fundamental human right.

Direct action can also be used to bring
pressure to bear in order to gain a limited but
clear short-ternl aim. However, the undisputed
'mother of all direct actions' is the sort which
incorporates a method of challenging the entire
political-economic system. If we are to come to
some understanding of what direct action
entails, we must look in detail at those
movements which have consciously used it.
This allows us to set the idea in a real, social and
theoretical context.

The major influences that have shaped direct
action theory in the western world are anarcho­
syndicalism, westernised versions of the
Gandhian ideas of non-violence, and the various
techniques developed by the radical
environmental movements since the 1960s.
Writing as an anarcho-syndicalist, I think
anarchist and syndicalist ideas and traditions
have made a significant contribution to the
theoretical underpinning of direct action in
practice. For me, direct action is the method of
choice, whereby 'real' political results can be

The idea of direct action is cunently
popular again. It is popping up in
various situations, guises,
commodifications, etc. However,
whatever direct action really means,
and there are plenty of offerings
within these pages, it is a fact that
some ,People are increasingly turning
to takmg things into their own
hands. At the same time, we are less
likely to vote in elections or to lobby
those in power. We are increasingly
<and rightly) rejecting voting as
pointless and recognising politicians
as hypocrites and sleazemerchants.

GETTING PERSONAL:

OCCUpy
o
U
R

''Political rights do not
originate in parliaments,
they are, rather. forced
upon parliaments from
without. And even their
enactment into law has,
for a long time, been no

guarantee of their
security...Even in those
countries where such

things as freedom of the
press, right ofassembly,
right of combination, and

the like, have long
existeO: governments are

constanl/y trying to
restrict those rights or to

reinterpret them by
judidal hairsplming... The

people owe all the
political rights and

privileges which we enjoy
today in greater or lesser
measure... to their own

strength. .. Only affer the
workers had by direct

action confronted
parliament with

accomplished facts, did
the government see itself
obliged to take the new

situation into account and
give legal sanction to the

trade unions':
(Rudolph Rocker.

Anarcho-Syndicalism).
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ideas for chanLI

The struggle
to be human

We live in a time of turmoil caused by the
resurgt'nce of the chimeras of the past The monsters
wtuch the social democrats would have had us
believe were gone have returned WIth it vt!f\gt'iu\Ce

TIlls resurgence. whIle ~kmg only fragmentary
0pposlhon 50 far, is bnnging into sharp focus the
whole question of what constitutes 'identity'. The

dead may have awakened, but the old slogans and
watchwords won't work any more. The ideological
soil of conservatism is suffering from long-standing
drought. The planks of Ihe conservative platform,
'nation', 'family' and 'tradition' are badly affected by
dry rot. Only a commitment to the free market and
market «Of'I01TIy stdl seems to haVE' a charmed
eXIStence

However, they cannot disguise their moral
banKnlptcy forever. In the area of religion, a 50­

called celibate priesthood advises us on our sex lives.
and pontificates about birth conlrol, abortion and
dIvorce nghls. while they hypocritically ignore their
vows and sexually abuse childrt'fl

lneTon~ blather on about family values, whIle
malnlalnlng a stnng of prostitutes. exlfill-marital
affaIrs and multiple divorc~. Does anyone know
where the first MB Thatcher is' Rupert Murdoch
hasn't boughl her tme story yet (or Dennis'), wonder
why.

Cardinal Winning.. the boss-man of the RC
Church in Scotland is one of the nine Cardinal
Presidents of lhe Pontirlcal Council for the Family,
the Dep;!rtmenl ollhe Roman Curia that co·
ordInates the Vatican's propaganda In the area ol
sexual morality and sell politics. He shot Into
prominence over hIS VIew that Section 28 shouldn't
be repealed and that any talk ofhomosenJality in
schools is wrong. Although he says hIS views are
personal, he is also expressing the Catholic Church's
distaste for se)[ll;llity in all its forms. The RC Church
IS on a cmsade 10 re-establish traditional sexual
morality, that IS, that all sellUal actiVlly should be
directly hnked 10 procreatIOn.

It IS tme that, at the moment, lhe main target IS
nomosenlahty, but ItS atlltude to straIght sex has only
recently become superficially more libera1. The
church's attitude to gay people is now strongly
reminiscent of its attitude to unmarried mothers and
Illegitimate children in the early '1ff' Century.
Stfillight sex is only alright when it is contrasted With
gay sex. The ideal IS still1l1rgtmty, perpelual virginity,
and you only have to scratch the surface to reveal that
I1 really thinks all sex IS dirty.

Cardmal Winning. m some of his recent

outbursts, comes dose to saying Ihal there is an
international conspiracy - a gay plot to destroy the
family. This is at the core of Vatican se)[ll;ll ideology
The Pope's reaction to the European Parliament
announcement in 1994, recommending that gay
marriages should be recognised aaoss the EU. is
instructive He described homose)[ll;llity as -a bad
tree that humanity carries within itself, which is
nurtllred with the help of vast funds and the SlIpport
of the mass media",

In January thIS year, the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith came up With a new conspiracy
thl!Ol)' They have apparently taken over from the
InqUIsitIOn. Bishop TarctSlO Bertone, at a conference
in Rome, described what he called -human fillce
femlnlsm-. ThIS, he saKI, refeB to Ihe allempt of
gays and lesbians to abolish the two 5elreS and
replace it with a single neuter gender. It would
appear his problem lies with sex roles. While Iam
not keen on the idea of a single such gender, I think.
the idea of the establishment of a common human
identity is a good one. I thmk. v,-e should feel
ou~lves to be human m the fiBtlnstance, fillther
than male Of female, 01', fOf that matter, anythmg
else, I.t'. nationahty, fillce, tribe, etc II is tme to say
thal these categones have a Sllbtectlve importance,
they do not have an etemal validity. They only have
significance in the present social conle)[\.

Oass is an objective category. However, it has to
be overcome. The relationship between the classes is
tht' one which distorts all others, because all otht'rs
are negated by it. Value has come to mean money, or
even profit alone. To mIsquote Oscar Wilde,
capitalism establishes the price of everythmg and the
value of nothing.

The Catholic Church and other fundamentalists
wish to reinstate the outwom values of an outdated
society. Here we must admit that the church in Its
perverted way is pushing a kind of value, whICh is
more than the sleazy nee-liberals do. They have no
10 commandments 10 defend, only a price list and
profit figures. They would sell theIr granny at the
right pnce.

Everyone has to engage with people they do not
initially agree with, if they are 10 change the world for
the better. It is possible to change opinion and belief,
and they are part of our identity, the values which we
hold. If we change our beliefs, we chan&'e our
identity, and this is essential if we are to create a tmly
human, compaSSIOnate, co-operatIve
commonwealth. 1ne stmgglt' agaInst bigotry and
reaction is a necessary starting JX)lnt. ri:]

The decline of Stalinism
and social democracy

have allowed
fundamentalism and

neo-Iiberalism to stage a
come-back.

What liUle opposition
remains has a libertari.m
flavour by default, as the

left has rushed to
occupy the vacuum

created by the social
democrats' lurch to the

Right.

In Rome this summer,
World Pride 2000 is

staging the largest ever
gay event, from 2811I June

to 9111 July.
This coincides with

the Church's jubilee
celebrations. The

Vatican is none too
pleased, and has even

said that it infringes the
Latran Treaty, drawn up

between the Vatican and
the Italian State at the
time of the Mussolini

regime.
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C
lassics in Politics is a relatively new introduction to
the 'electric book' concept of supplying books to be
read on a computer screen or, I pl'esume, to be

downloaded and fead on a hand-held computer screen (!J

The format is via a CD-Aom, which includes seven of
Chomsky's works; Class Warfare, The Culture of Terrorism,
Fateful Triangle, Necessary illUSions. Powers and Prospects,
Turning the Tide and World Orders Old and New. AH are
unabridged, It is a format that I personally do not prefer.
Although I do not claim to be anti-technology. I do not think you
can replace the feel and smell of a 'real' book.

HaVing said this. the particular 'elecU'Onic book' in question is
an excellent research tool, especially if you are interested in the
works of Noam Chomsky. The CD-Rom comes with Adobe
Acrobat Reader to allow you to download and read the 'books' as
pages on the screen, and a search engine that can be used to
find any phrases or words you may want to locate in the books.

The price might seem a bit steep and that's because it is ­
near on £30 (plus the cost of a computer set-up, if you haven't
got one), but with most of Chomsky's books retailing at an
average of £12 or more, this CD-Rom works out a relative
bargain at less than half price,

The books are all concerned more or less With Chomsky's
crltlque of the foreign policies adopted by the United States
Govemment: poliCies that have a seriously damaging effect on
most of us. The book 'Powers and Prospects' alters slightly from

this theme and deals with 'Reflections on Human Nature and the
Social Order', where Chomsky's ideas on libertarian Anarchism
come to the fore, and the book 'The Culture of Terrorism - The
scandals of the Reagan years' could easily be transposed as 'the
Thatcher years', two individuals who knew how to use terrorism
to their advantage.

As always, Chomsky's books are metlculously researched and
backed up by factual evidence. No wonder that, as far as critique
of US govemment and global capital is concemed, hiS detractors
remain unable to mount a resolute argument against him.

I heard a rumour that there are some baSIC security controls
on the CO to prevent easy copying, which got me wondering what
the siwation is regarding profit and control from the publication
of hiS work. Since he has advocated anarcho-syndlcalism and
libertarian anarchism, it follows that he supports the freedom of
information, and the sharing of knowledge. Does he know that
there are financial limitations to the access of hiS work? Maybe
this is something Chomsky himself needs to investigate,

Some of Chomsky's writing, inclUding essays and lectures, can
be accessed free of charge, if you have the above mentioned
computer set-up. an Intemet connection, and you can afford the
price 01 a local phone call, by visiting 'The Noam Chomsky Archive'
which can be reached via the superb ZNet web Site at
W'I\IW.zmag.org. There are also a host of other useful web links to
be had from here.

~

CORPORATE WATCH
••

Not much to say about this mag except
that, With its stated aim to ~\nspire resistance
and radical transformation~, it IS an
ESSENTIAL b1.1Y. Packed to the rafters with
usehll info and analysis, this issue has several
in-depth articles on genetics along with big
b1.lsiness news, a look at Wal-Mart, women
and the corporate world, DIY gUide, reviews,
contacts and the all important Diary.

A new departure in this issue is a look at
the ~psychology of corporate man~. Here
there is some welcome analysis of the political
and economic imperatives driving the decision
making at Rip-off Inc. To use a well-worn
cliche, "if you only buy one magazine.. ,N The
graphics are good too and everything is anti­
copyright, so what are you waiting for? [jt]

(;ENETIX UPDATE
GEN, PO 60><~, Lor>cIorlN' 4JV.
~ cs donotk>n.

Newsletter of the Genetic Enb';neering
Network, Genelfx Update consists of reports and
actions around the anti-GM movement m the UK
and beyond. If yOll want to make contacts, get
involved, or get an introduction to issues beyond
the narrowly-reported food iss\les of the media
(e,g. GM trees, GM cotton), this is 100%
essential. The initial success of the campaign
against GM and, specifically, Monsanto (see also
p,6-7) has been due in no small part 10 the
excellent communication and information
networks within which GEN is a cmdal element.
Their role is demonstrated by the serious
allempts by Monsanlo to silence them by force.

The trial sites are still being planted, Genetix
Update is a key means of helping you get
informed about how best to stop \I ~
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Extllrminltlr i.
I'rimI18crlllm'.

bll.t .inclI
8crlllmldlllicl.

nIt too much of
81bbg 6illll.pill'.
lUithllring on, it'.

glt thll Dlltrlit IIrl
8tOlgll' fllll~ lUith
thll 8crlllmldlllicI

grolvlI, pIu. it'. got
I hint Ifpllitic.,

pIu. it'. glt Ingrg
Dobbg.

thll ASC, IfAllARCHI8.
NEGATM.AND ."" CJolUM8AWfoMllA

-~-Chumbawamba YO\1 already know about- bunch
of anarchists from Leeds blag a contract with EM1,
have a hit single in 1997 and go very quiet.
Negativland are a group of Seattle based musical
pranksters who have been around for years. They
haven't had a hit single but they hit the big time in a
slightly different way to the Chumbas. One of their
acoustic collages brought them into a legal
confrontation with U2, who took offence at
Negativlands sampling of uI Still Haven't Found
What I'm Looking Foru spliced with a radio DJ
cursing the group, causing their record label to go
bust and the offending Single to be destroyed.

Undaunted, Negativland have continued on their
merry way, and here team up with Ch\lmbawamba
on a single which is almost shouting. usue me!"
There are so many cut and spliced tunes here that
you would need to be a musicologist or addicted to
MlV to be able to spot them all.

I guess the two bands are expecting the eagle­
eared legal teams of the maJOr record companies to
be listening. No pretty tunes here, just samplemania,
which adds up to a dig at corporate cynicism and an
attempted demolition of copyright law. All very
noble and interesting. but not a record I would listen
to very often. Let's have more tunes next time please,
a bit of Mantovani would be nice.
Check out Negativland's back catalogue,
especially "Escape From Noise". Contact
REA, 0181771 1063. rID

1)"'"
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The Mark Thomas Product
~ ..

Mark Thomas is bloody good. (When someone suggested
I might like to review the latest series for DA, I thought it
would be a synch. After much cogitation over words and
phrases which might be fitting. the notes ended up in the
recycling. It's not that easy to sum up the best, funniest, most;'
effective direct action lV around. If you missed it, write to
Channel 4 and demand a video copy and/or immediate re­
screening on prime time. If you saw it, yOIl already know
what I mean.)~

I'riml18c"lm - Extlfminltlr
CrMI"'" CIlEC02:J11

"""Political music Is back (again) - Hurrah! And this
time It's not crap (genuine shock).
Actually, the press coverage of this, admittedly
pretty excellent, CD would have us betleve that
there has been no politics In music since punk.
Whereas those 01 us with our ear on the street
(well, who pay a passing interest in music) know
it was there long before punk and never went
away after. Exterminator Is Primal Scream's
best since Screamadellca. Not too much of
Bobby Gi1Iesple's withering on, It's got the
Detroit era Stooges leel, with the
SCreamadellca groove, plus It's got a hint of
politics, plus it's got angry Bobby. These are
not the narrative songs of politico-folk, nor the
hectoring rhetoric 01 a lot of political music. In
fact, for a political record, there's hardly any
obvious 'politics' on It. This is a political record
because Primal SCream, pertlaps best known
for a fondness for chemicals, are one of the
most actively political name bands around.
What they have done Is drag politics back into
the music papers (and even the newspapers)
giving interviews where various members,
though usually Bobby, goes off on one about
the things he is angry about. Normally, when
the music press has its occasional fads for a bit
of politics, it's a 'clever' way of dismissing
some obscure bands into a bandwagon that
can be labelled and safely filed away under
'specialist interests'. They can't do that with
Primal SCream, they are too established, too big
and too Important so, horror of horrors, they've
had to address some Issues. A big shout to
Bobby and Co. for dragging reality Into the
(unlsanitised world of the music press and for
finding their form once again. This has to be
the swan song of the not at all sadly departing
Creation Records, complete with card about the
Free Saptal Ram Campaign (PO Box 23139,
SEl 12U). Read the notes, listen to the music,
get angry, get organised. Right on.~
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hl1lall ADIrtlIsl
Velanteen ID 1ft
S)JaIIlb OYlI War
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Remembering Spain; Italian Anarchist Volunteers in
the Spanish Civil \~M
~-""",,-.,Ultoty.l_ El

Twenty-t"lghl pages, 'classIC'
pamphlet (i.e. no pies) on events of
6O-odd years ago, wrtllen by
someone I have never heard of
Sounds riveting'

You'd be surprised, vt'ry
surpnsed. So many people were
involved, 50 moch was at stake,
that any lucid, personal account of
the anarcho-syndlcalist struggle
that was the Spanish CiVIl War has
the potential to get the
revolutionary juices going. Once
again, KSL does not disappoint.~

direct action against apathy
_or...,,,",,,,,,
El SO.te.SAoE .... _.

daaal6 is a handy yel chunky
AS-sized 76 page mag from Belfast,
whICh appears to be prodoced by
JU5l2 people, with contnbutions
from a further 20. The result IS
simple layout, lots of pK'S and no
contents page, which ....ill alarm
the more anally retentivt' among us
for a moment Start reading and
you WIll soon forget

Lots of Views and reviews, WIth
some longish articles thrown in
Worth singling out are the
excellent accounts of recent events
and actions. The overriding
impression is a b\lnch of
'happening' people who are involved and engaged. The result IS a
general 'thumbs up' f~ling. Though the feel is 'personal' (a nasty
person might even venture that it is JX'tentlally 'cliquey'), the fact IS that
the content is wide open It is clearly JX'lltical, yet non·aligned - to the
extent that I am still unclear what they are 'for', apart from direct action,
or 'against', apart from apathy. They'vt'decided 10 go themed (naturally,
after reading DA'! - ed), 50 If you wanlto know more aboul technology
or 'radkalism', then sub now - mine's already In the posl ri]

bristle
No.J.-.....,fil1.!illp.

OK. so it is mdeed 'bnsthng'
with local action In the Bnstol area

(SW England, that 15) From housmg -:] b r." s tIe r
co-ops 10 nuclear waste traIns to c-"c;I~~~;:~~~~I
prisoner support, thiS shot at
"creattngan alternative mediaHIS
well-aimed. All the usual explosive
ingredients are here, from ReclaIm
the Streets actions to anti-war
commentary. However, the
highlight has to be the post-march
reJX'rt for the big clash between
Easton Cowboys (the Bnstol Sunday
football side) and Zapatlstas FC (yes,
In Chiapas). Cnpping - and I didn't
even know the baSIC rules of football
- ['m still none the Wlser-) fi]

•
Davtj'

DouUlass,

21st Century Class War
0Na w.... PO ... 0ll1. UIn<Dl El 3OX.
l000tl

You can get the initial gist of CW's political
tactics by skimming the pies in this introductory
pamphlet. Lots of skulls and crossbones,
thumbnails of pyrotedmlc devices, invitations to
rob the rich, etc.

The writing is slightly less clear·cut The
initial starting point is that patronising anarcho·
left groups prodoce 'garbled theory', whereas
CW recogmSt'S lhat 'ordinary people share our
basic pohhCS already'. Then we movt' quickly on
to read lhat CW's strategy is centred on 3 trungs; humour, populism and
'IIOlence Popuhsm is favoured because I1 makes Ihmg& 'easy to
understand' The Implication is lhat most people are too thick to
understand anything other than tabloid headlines Now, I understand
lhe dichotomy (a ....urd presumably barred from CW), but thIS llself
would appear to be a blt patronISing.

Puthng soch picky comments aside,lhe general theme IS upliftmg.
confidence building. cheerfully offenslvt' {in lhe sense of -going on
the. -) and refreshmgly antI-PC This is old ON, regrouped after It spht
In 1997 It IS unreconstructed, instantly recognisable, direct, funny and
undoubtedly offensive (in the sense of Hrude to the rich.....). ObviOllSly
there must have been much soul-searching and reassessment after the
post· Poll Tax bubble burst and the subsequent unfortunate split, but it is
not apparent from this pamphlet that anything fundamental has changed
to try and prevent such problems from recurring in the future.

Patronising (which is all relative) aside, the short· term strategy is
clear. Let's hope that if/when ON gets another burst of growth, it is able
to hold itself together and bll1ld on it. t:i3

All power to the
imagination!--CIIooa _ F--.I'O ll<>o. -e1. UIn<Dl
u_.- "Oavt' 00ug1ass is a life-long
miner, has been NUM &anch
Delegate for Hatfield Colliery
since 1979, and comes from a
long 'council communist'
trac!thon. His latest book is, as
Its title suggests, centred around
the idea that 'real' revolutionary
struggle IS a response to current
misery, combmed with the
imal)lnation that a beller future
can be attained. A faultless
perspective.

The range of commentary is
Impressive, altkough one topic is regularly retumed to. The politest way
to describe this major sub-theme is a critique of the authoritarian Left
and elitist self-styled 'anarchist' groups, the most promment target of
which IS the ACF (AF).

Now, don't get me wrong. 99" of trus cntical stuff is bang on the
nail, an example being summed up In the subtItle "Goo:lbye 10 the
Umons' OK. goodbye, bul whffe are you going'~. The 'but' is about
being left WIth the nagging feeling thatlhe device of criticising elitist or
doseot-authoritarian people in order to illustrate how strong your ideas
are is a little overdone - why devote 50 many column inches on it'
Personalised back·and·forth btck.enng IS not the rugh pOint of thJs book.

Still, the high points are there - plenty is of direct relevance to the
excellent tItle, and the anecdotes, information and exposure of the
undermmed coal Industry (forgIVe the pun) and Its communities makes It
top stuff ~
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Abeautifully produced quarterly magazine published in
Canada, Adbusters' main job is the dissection and
subversion of the advertising industry and

consumerism in general.

There are spoof ads In glonous technlcolour as well 8S written
pieces. ThIs issue has a shaM; history of graphic agitation, from
Dads to the present, including anti war posters and the Guerrilla
Girls feminist take on graphic resistance. There are also articles
on GM technology. Clinton and Blaire. and plenty of "media watch"
type shorts. DeSPite ItS title. Adbusters IS concemed with the
WIder world of antt-eapltalism too. There are two long articles of
note: one on a traIning camp In Virgltlia. USA. for activists In
preparatIOn for the 5eattle actions and a report from the J18
action 11'I london, both of which are excellent and all the better for
not being written In standard lefty-speak.

But It's the attack on the media where Adbusters really hit the
spot. There is some discussion of the First Things First manifesto
originally published 25 years ago and now updated and restated.
The aIm of the manIfesto IS to try and get graphIc designers to
exhibit some polltlcal cOflSClousness. Ihe ct'IbC8l distinctlon
drawn by the mamfesto was between design as communication
(gMng people necessary Information) and desIgn as persuasion
(trying to get them to buy things). As one wnter states, "The
deCISion to concentrate efforts as a deSigner on corporate
prOlects, or advertiSing, or any other kind of design, is a political
choice: At the same time, this isn't a magazine reserved for
prtlfesslonals. Billboard graffiti, cartoons and flyers all find a
place In the mag.

The funny but
thoughtrprovoking
end piece, "anarchy by
design". is a brilliant spoof
as well as a call to culture
lammers everywhere to JOin the
resIStance to corporate power. Find out
more at WNW.adbusters.org, or get the next
Issue of Adbusters With articles on 5eattle, Social
Activist ChiC, the Rev Billy of the Church of Stop
Shopping, and loads more groovy illustrations and photos,
Creative campaigners see also www,sUbvertiseJjrgorwriteto
Counterfeet, clo Box g, 101 Masdalen Road, 0 ord,
OX"RG. !ill

THE POll TAX
REBelLION

IN HARINGEY

Non-violent Action
HVA,$e-F\oo<l.~_NlliOY

-'"Since 'Peace News' went
themed, glossy and less often,
they have started prodUCing this
monthly newsletter as an up-to­
date monochrome, In-between
kll'ld olthing. EspeNlIy goOO on
anti-war stance and arguments,
various direct action campaigns
and debate on alternatives to
armed connict.

Don't be put off by your view
of Peace News people as post­
CND dlppy-hlppy, sithng there
wlltlOg to be stamped on by the
state. TIlls IS a useful and
In(OrTnallve organ With plenty of
potential for connecting a WIde
network of people, orgamsations
and campaib'T'1s. The fnct that it is
anti·violent IS not at all bad­
exceptIO the few cases ,...here
VIOlence may be necessary for
defence purposes. Oh dear, I .....as
tl)'lng to keep the lid on that
particular can of worms... (see
also p,2IJ..21 - ed). ri6]

Thought Bombs
T8.__ ""~210Di$.E~l"

"""'- .. 8099ll. USA."_AI. AS. eow.
" Thought Bombs must be one
of the best of the once-again
burgeoning mass of personal
alternative lines. The level of
debate and entertainment are
consistently high.

The ISSue DA got (-a)
contains a particularly IOspiring
piece centred on an anarchist
perspective towards the treatment
of children in US society.

Amongst the other choice
pieces is an interview with
Luddgang.. the anarchISt
multimedia/music project in UK
(OK, so I have 10 admit an
interest here - some of the DA
Collective people are involved!)
Well worth the effort in getting
holdofil.~

If details aren't given or
you have troubled tracking
down anything rev~wed in

OA, contact us and we'll
do our best to help.

The Poll Tax Rebellion in Haringey
___ S<*lonIy~.POlio.< 2414, Lot.-. NI.
ce_,~ [' .•l.

Recently O\lt • well, these things take time - aren't there historians
still J'O\rring over the '10's, etc.? An)'\vay, it 15 timely, given the still
relatively recent anllOUncementthat no I\lnher state funds will be used
10 pursue Poll Tax 'debts'; all remains of the Poll Tax are now officIally
defeated.

The Poll Tax rebellion .....as the greatest smgle anti-capitalist
campaign of 1990's Britam. Somelhing went wrong. because after I1 had
achie...ed its alms, it apparently defeated itself Was It some son of
Pyrrhic victory?

Here, the positive aspects of the
anti-Poll Tax movement in Haringey
are emphasised, along with a \lSeful
chronology. The Haringey l!Jlilmple
15 illuminating. since it ....'as one of
the few places where the local group
had the wider, underlying anti­
capitalist strenboth and foresight to
transform itself into a wider
solidarity group, and so survive after
the Poll Tax battles were won

Danny Bums' ~Poll Tax
Rebenion~ remains the best known
general account 0{ the events, but
thrs pamphlet is an imponant
addition, Cl]
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closer/oak: consumertsm

Like there is no
tomorrow
THE FIGHT TO CONSUME THE lAST FREE LUNCH IS ON.

THE FALL-oUTTO WORRY ABOUT IS NOT THE CRUMBS, BUTTHE
FLYING CROCKERY. WEl(OME TO CONSUMERISM, DOING WHAT IT

SAYS ON THE TIN.

We live in Cl consumer society.
In fact, the act of
consumption has taken on a

near-religious significance. People
no longer consume on the basis of
need. They do it for recreation, or
jusl because they can. Many
consumer goods and services do not
feasibly aod 10 people's lives, bullhe
very acl of going out shopping and
buying thin~ has become a form of
pleasure in Itself; the quick fix, the
way of filling the gap in our lives. We
consume, so we are.

The 'consumer revolutIOn'
underpinned the concept of popular
capItalism. This was the means by which
capitalism was to throw off its exploitative
image and defeat communism. It was
capitalism that could produce the fridges.
washmg machines, cars, clothes and
fashion accessories, while those living
under state controlled 'communism' had to
queue for baSIC food. Throughout the cold
war, the ghlZy consumer society was
constantly compared to the grey world of
communism. where people had to survIve
with just the onc TV set and wait years for
their new car.

WIth the eVIl empire now defeated. the
free market dommates the political
landscape. Eager to press home their
advantage, the free market advocates are
auempting to nd the world of any
lingering Ideas of state control. At the
centre Oflhls IS the idea of the "new
paradIgm" or "new economy". Basically,
thiS states that, due to the high tech
revolution, free market capltahsm IS
capable of sustaming growth mdefinitely,

without suITering the eITects of
overheating, which in the past has led to
inflation and recessIon.

At the centre of this theory lies the US
economy, now cxperiencmg ItS longest
period of sustained growth in modem
history, havmg apparcntly rewntten thc
economic text book. The deregulated free
market economy has finally delivered
everlasting growth, thanks to new
technology. This global wonder IS now
toted as the cconomic model all others
should copy. Europe is regularly lectured
on the need to dcregulatc its own economy
too. This is not just about cheap bananas,
it is the new religion.

Even those in abjcct poverty must
adopt free trade rules on the road to their
true salvation. They only havc to adopt
popular capitalism and they will benefit
from the riches of the consumer society.
Only a fcw outdalcd socialists seem blind
to the possibility of the Internet curing the
world of poverty and disease. A computer
in every village/refugee camp would
surely bring an cnd to world poverty.

NEW TECH, OLD TAT
Beyond the hype and frenzy

surrounding Internet share tradIng, those
ofa slightly more sane dcposlUon than the
free market technology zcalots pomt
vamly at the expandmg US economy With
increasing concern. The questIOn IS, what
when the US consumer bubble bursts and
floods the world's economy m the stIcky
mucus of recessIOn? Prophets of such
doom are largely ignored by the political
classes, media and assorted hangers on.
both here and in the US. Instead. the
rampage goes on, the gIddy partiCIpants

transfixed by the linle parcels of stocks
and shares growing ever bIgger before
theIr eyes. The great stock market god
contmues to promise eternal boom. Arc
we really all about to be transformed mto
young health-wealth kids, drink only
bottled water, live in 10ft converSIons, and
submIt to the 'dot.com' revolution?

That erazy free markctldeas should
bc<:omc mamstream IS no surpnse, for the
US boom IS bemg fuelled by consumer
spending, which fits nicely mto the post­
modem theories so beloved by the
chattering classes. Taking the heat out of
the consumption boom and attemptmg to
ensure 8 soft landing for the US economy
would require state intervention to reduce
the flow of funds into the country, which
currently keeps the illusion of good times
intact. Not surprisingly, dreary old ideas
of state intervention to curb spending does
not go down too well in a political culture
dominated by the religion of free market
consumensm. Better to let the US
economy rip in the vam hope that the
boom can last for ever, than return to thc
grey world of state regulatIon and
spendmg Ilmtts. The game masters (SIC)
have become VIctims of theIr own
propaganda.

Behmd the glossy front lies darker
home truths. Pull back the curtam of
media and pohtlcal hype and there lies the
same old capitalist explOltauon based on
pure greed. The dream that technology
could be used to transform the world for
the benefit ofhumamty IS. well. more ofa
mghtmare of reality. Technological
change, far from making our lives
fulfilling and liberated, is used to make a
whole swathe of the population dependant
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ALL THE BLAIRITE-(L1NTONITE TALK OF

NEW ECONOMICS AND AN END TO

BOOM-AND-BUST ONLY SERVES

TO ILLUSlRATE THE FACT THAT

THE CAPITALISTS' WORST FEAR

IS mLL LURKING

- AND THEY KNOW IT

I

on numbingly stupefying low-paid jobs.
and many others dependant on miserly
state handouts. Apparently, I in 8 of
workmg people m the US have worked for
McDonalds at some point in their lives.
Welcome the knowledge-based economy.
and spend all day putting machine­
poOloned ketchup m burger buns.

Life for the mIddle 40",{, of the US
workforce. supposedly m more secure.
better paid jobs. is actually lillle beller. As
tradltlonal industnes have dedined and
unemployment has grown, eapitahsm has
seIzed the opponumty to break union
orgamsation and ensure that the new
industries remain free of any class­
consciousness or collcctive power. A
whole human resource industry has been
spawned, designed to promote the idea of
teamwork and company allegiance,
Unfellered by organIsed workplacc
opposition, capltahsm has gone mto
overdrive to extract more wealth from the
workforce,

The extent to which US industry has
changed in the last 2 decades is
breathtaking. Thc Incomes Study Projeet
m the US found that, between 1983 and
1997.85.5% of the increase in US wealth
was captured by the flchest 1% of the
population. The country's wealth
rocketed, but 80% of US families received
0% percent of that increase. Latest figures
released by the US government show that
productivity is now rismg by 50/•. while
costs continue to fall.

With no real OppoSItIon, the benefit
from productlvtty gams have gone to the
nch. Co-opnBtion from the state in
dehvering devastaung cuts m social
welfare benefit has forced workers off the

dole and into the new sweatshops of low­
paid scrvicejobs. This is the reality
behind the new, high-tech revolution. US
wages have stagnated save for a few small
pockets, while wages for the bottom fony
percent have actually fallen in real terms,
The gap between the rich and the rest has
exploded, so that wealth is now more
concentrated than at any time since the
19205. In the land oflibeny, equality and
freedom (sic), 0.50/. of the population
owns more wealth than the 90',{, at the
other end.

When we hear Blair, the Tories and
Clinton railing against Europe, urging
them to follow the US and British
economies into deregulating their labour
markets, what they are calling for is
workers to be stripped of any last
protection to allow new heights of
capitalist exploitation, Even the notion
that the frtt market US economy is
'working' In the sense of being productive
overall is hype: overall economic growth
in the US is low to average. At present.
compared with Japan and Europe
emerging from recession, it looks to be
doing reasonably well, but go back 10

1989-95, and it was bottom of the '07
growth league'. Back funher, during the
decades of the post-war period. the US
economy was in steady decline against
both the Japanese and European
economies.

FACTS, NOT HYPE
The collapse of the South Asian

economies in 1997. coupled with the poor
economic performance in a Europe stIli
grappling with the Euro and German
unification, provided a major boost to frtt

market triumphaHsm, already drunk wnh
the collapse of the Soviet Union. With the
stock market now going through the roof,
the middle classes can feel nch by takmg
out loans, ploughing money mto the stock
market and buy-buy·buying and spend­
spend-spending their way to consumptIOn
debauchery. Llnle wonder the chaltcnng
classes are filling the Sunday supplements
with endless tosh about the new age of
leisure. The good hfe has apparently
arrived for them.

However, the clouds are gathenng.
many of which are originating from a
major contradiction at the hean ofthc US
economy. As capitalism drives down
wages to mcrease profits. it takes spending
power out of the economy. In effect, It
cuts its own throat by takmg from the bulk
oflhe population the spendmg power
needed to buy up the goods and servlCC$

produced by capitalism. 11l1s IS the age­
old problem that has so often led capitalist
overproductIon to slump. As a certam Mr
Marx wrote sometime ago: ''The ulmnate
reason for all real cnses always remams
the poveny and restncted consumptIon of
the masses, in the face of the drive of
capitalist production to develop the
productive forces as if only the absolute
consumption capacity of society set a limIt
to them". All the Blairite-Clintonite talk
of new economics and an end to boom­
and-bust only serves to illustratc the fact
that the capItalists' worst fear IS stIll
lurking - and they know it. The kcy
capllahst contradiction remains and. one
day soon, the current free market pany
will end.

Hastening the hangover,the US
economy has been resorting to credll to
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maintain spcndmg powcr at a timc of
falling wages. The credit role within
capitalism is that it breaks down thc
barriers to expansion, in effect. stretching
the limits of consumption. It allows
people to buy goods that they otherwise
could not afford. Mass consumption can
continue for some time if you have a 'buy
no\\', pay later' system, and there is no
bigger such a system than in the US. Put
simply, a massive sea of credit is keeping
the whole economy anoat.

Recent research by Roben Pollin
found that the bottom 40% of US
households have tumcd to credit to
compensate for falling incomes. They are
borrowing to survive. The samc research
established that three quaners of US
families are in debt. Falling and
stagnating of incomes has led to a
dramatic fall in saving and in 80% of all
US families. debt now far outstnps
savings.

Even these figures are misleading, for
the overwhelming majority of saving in
the US is in the form of pension or
medical cover. The US now saves to
compensate for the lack of a welfare state,
while it borrows to pay for today's
lifestyle and to maintain the illusion of
prosperity. Bntain. a decade or more
'behmd' the US, IS already seeing the
same phenomenon, with workers tuming
to pension cover to compensate for the
dying state pension, and private medical
provision to obtain basic health care.

Behind the illusion lurks realllY.
According to US govcmment figures for
1997, US households spend 17% of their
income (after tax) on debt service.
Research by Manins and Godley argues

that in order to sustain 2% growth in the
US economy. households would soon
have to devote 25% of their income to
servicing debt. At some point, the
borrowing has to stop and the buying
spree has to come to an end. Manins and
Godley, hardly raving left wingers or
anarchists, argued that if the US financial
bubble burst now, US GNP would fall by
0.3% a year, resulting in unemployment
above 11 % by 2004.

DE81'"COLLECTons
Onc may have thought the capitalists

and politicians would sec this coming and
move to denate the bubble gradually, by
slowly bringing down the level of debt.
However, this assumes that capitalism is
driven by logic rather than abject greed.
In reality. credit plays another role in
capitalism; it allows lenders to earn yet
funher interest on their cash that otherwise
would have remained idle. It allows the
rich another bite of the profit cherry.
Workers first have a large chunk of their
production stolen in the form of interest on
their labour, only to be faced with handing
over another slice in the form of interest
on loans.

Debt is onc of the principal means by
which the rich maintain and increase their
wealth. Forget the social democratic talk
of a society in which people can 'make it'
on the basis of merit. The "self·made"
billionaires are the exception to the rule­
that is why they get in the papers (unlike
the old established stinking rich). As
capitalism 'matures', the division between
wealth and production inevitably widens,
and the gap becomes uncrossable.

Research by Kotlikoffand Summers

found that 80% of personal wealth in the
US comes from either dIrect inheritance or
the income earned on inherited wealth.
These idle rich do not run companies or do
work, they simply maintain their capital by
investing it in companies they have no
interest in beyond claiming a share of the
profits. Of the total $].5 trillion of US
stocks and bonds, 2.9% trillion are owned
by 1% of the population. The other option
is to lend money to workers in return for
interest. Either way, debt in the US
economy means good business for the
moneylenders.

During the post-war state
interventionist period, some (but not all) of
the worst excesses of capitalism were
eurbed by longer-term measures to
maintain demand and some regulation of
the finanCIal sector. Now all pretence of
restraint is gone and, as the financial sector
has let rip, its main role is to create more
and greater debt. However, while this
suits the financial sector and the rich
whose money it manages, 11 has led
inevitably to increaSing instability. In the
period 1980-96, two-thirds of a111MF
member states experienced financial
crises. In all cases. these were only
prevented from snowballing into global
economic crises by massive state
intcrvention.

This must be the bmerest of Ironies for
the social democrats. Even as we are
engulfed in a sea of propaganda hailing
the merits of the free market, state
intervention quietly remains capitalism's
regular saviour. It has now stood aside
from regulating capitalism (at least in the
US and UK), but it remains the banker,
underwriting a deregulated financial sector
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closer/oak, COflsumeflS

SITTING BY, WATCHING AND HOPING,
AND/OR PUTTING FAITH IN

POLmCAL PARTIES AND,
TO PVT IT SIMPLY,

A SET OF GRE£DY BASTARDS
AND POWER-FREAKS,

IS SURELY NOT AN OmON,

Ihat constamly teeters on the verge of
collapse due 10 its sheer all-destructive
greed. The US saving and loans scandal
led 10 a growing general crisis In the
financial sector. which was only
eventually avcncd by a slale bail-out, paid
for through tax revenue. This crisis alone
COSI an estimated 30/. oflhe year's US
GDP. Less well-known mses include
Norway·s. whIch cost 4"'. or annual GDP.
Sweden's. coslmg 6%, Finland's. costing
S';' and Spam's. a table-Ioppmg 17%. all
of whIch took place in the late 19805.
Other minor problems include the Mexico
bond cnSlS and the collapse In South Asia,
where money pouring in from abroad as
loans chasmg spiralling financial returns
caused a financial bubble which evcnlually
burst, bnnging several major ASian
economies down with it.

As the US economy charges on.
propelled by the debt engme. the
hkelihood mcreases that the whole thing
WIll fall apan. When the crash and bum
happens, It will be nanny state to the
rescue, wlIh economic bailout and
reconstructIon provided by workers
through taxes revenues and yet more cuts
m welfare and jobs. Should the collapse
come sooner rather than later, there is liule
doubt that the Japanese and European
economIes WIll slump back mto recessIon.
Accordmg to mainstream capltahst
commentators, massIVe, general slumps
arc a thmg of the past, largely due to the
modem state management of capnalism
(i.e. throwmg m massive amounts of
money to prevent localised financial cnses
spreading). However, when the world's
most powerful economy goes down the
tubes, such complacency concernmg the

Impossibihty of another 19305 may prove
senously misplaced.

Haywood, in his book 'Wall St',
describes the stock market crash of 1929
as "best scen as the openmg movement of
the broader crisis -the unravelling of a
monstrously leveraged financial structure.
Credit had served to push stocks to
unsustainably hIgh levels; it also allowed
production to expand eapacity beyond the
hmits of consumption. The crash exposed
these limIts, announced the
unsuslainabihty of promises 10 pay, and
rendered investments unprofitable and
debts unserviceable". Rapid deflation
culminated in slump; a chilling
resemblance to the US economy in 2000.

In the event, a general crisis may
ensue, or it may be avoided by luck and
taxes. Whatever, to state the obvious, the
lives of billions of people should nOI
depend on the abIlity ofpohuclans to
throw enough money mto the pot to 'save'
the idle nch from a disaster of their own
making. Sntmg by, watching and hopmg,
and/or putting faith in political panics and,
to put it simply, a set of greedy bastards
and power-freaks. is surely not an option,

OFFENSIVE
In fact, there are not many options.

The only one which spnngs to mmd is
dIrect actIon; to confront capitalism and
expose Its weakness. Only dIrect actIon
offers the posslb,hty of workmg people
laking back the mitiative and gainmg
control of our own destmy. Confronting
capitalism dIrectly can drive it furthcr into
crisis; almost anything is bcttcr than
standing by passively and hoping, as the
world economy titters on the bnnk of

receSSIOn, staggenng from one finanCIal
ensls to another, Wllh thiS arrangement,
dunng boom, we lose out as the profits go
to widening the gap, and in receSSIOn, wc
lose out as conditions, wages and welfare
plummet.

With the current rules, there IS only
one outcomc. We lose, they wm. W,th
direet actIOn, the ensis in capitalism can be
brought about by the people ourselves.
Ihrough forcmg ever better condItIOns,
leading to falling profits. Those who pay
for thIS sort of ensls WIll not be us, but the
capitalist class and the politiCIans. The
ultimate pricc paid will be loss of theIr
control. power and authority, as wc
develop social ownership of the economy.
Now. does that not sound like a bctter Idea
than merely hopmg for the best? ~
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DA tesources

ABOllT SOllDARI1Y FEDERATION...

r---------------~~~

~f;wti'• iS1!c on . "I
delivered to your door! }

'Why not do it here and now while YO\I're fhinking about it? With I
a supporter's subscription. you get IU & other stuff from SoIFed. I
With a Basic Sub, YO\I get it cheaper and easier than in the shops. I
o Make me a Supporting Subscriber (enclose (12) I
o Basic Sub • make me a subscriber for a fiver (enclose £5) I
o Rush me Free information about DA and SolFed I
Name I

I
Addr~.~~.: , ':: .. , ,.::::.::::.::::::,......... ::: I
.AJl CtIeques to 'Direct Action'. Please add £3 for overseas subscriptions. I

.. ~u~l!l~o~0Jl.A~,~~~S.:::::.~~oc~s~M~~Jll~d..

SF Contact POint: SF, PO Box 29, SW POD, Manchester M15 5HW
Tel, 0161 2327889

Email: manchesterSF@scilndrac,demon.co,uk
Networks· make contact with others in your type of work·
Education WOO;6fS' Network, PO Box 29. SW PDO, Manchester M15 5HW.
Public Service Workers' Network, PO Box 1681, London N8 70N.
CommJnication Wor\(ers' Network, PO Box 29, SW PDO, Manchester

M155HW,

Locals· gel invoJved locally in regular meetings and action·
North & East London SF, PO Box 1681, London N8 7LE.

Tel. 0181 374 5027
Red & Black Club, PO Box 17773. London SE8 4WX, Tel. 0171 358 1854
South·west Solidarity, PO Box 741, Swindon SNl 3UG
South Herts SF, PO Box 493, SI Albans All 5M.
West Midlands SF, PO Box 6705, Reddilch, Wrxcs. 897 6S0
Norfolk & Norwich SF, PO Box 487, Norwich MLO, NR2 3,AL
Manchester SF, PO Box 29, SW PDO. Manchester M15 5HW.

Tel. 01612327889.
Sheff~dSF, PO Box 1095, Sheffield S2 4YR,
West YOfIIs Solidarity Federation, PO Box 5, Hebden Bridge,

W. YOO;s HX7 8YN

SF includes contacts across England, Scotland and Wales.
Use the SF Contact Point above 10 make contact with
groups and individuals near you.

S
olidarity Federatl(J(1 15 the
new solidarity movement

Formed in March 1994,
it conSISts of Cl federation of

groups and indi"';duals across

England. Scotland & Wales. The

basic foundation of Solidarity
Federation is the local.

DOWN THE LOCAL
People are getting together

to form Locals - Solidanty

Federation groups. Locals put
solidarity into practice. In time,
each locallNill have a premises

as a base for soIidarit)' action in
the local community. locals are

organising or getting involved in

local campaigns across a wide

range 01 issues - both in the
community and in \IIo'O/"kplaces.

Issues are wide-ranging:
defending our natural and local

environment and health;

opposing racism, selOsm and
homophobia: in fact. anything
which defends or contributes to

our mutual quality of life. It is all

part and parcel of building a
solidarity movement.

DIRECT ACTION
Apart from being the name

of this Quaf'Ulrly, Direct Action
IS the tool which Locals use in all

their work. At a basic level. this

can be simply the spreading of

information through leaflets.

local bulletins and public

meetings to raise awareness

and involvement locally.

HOVIIeVer, Direct Action is not
limited to spreading information.

It means a physical presence in

defending and promoting a

better quality of life.
Fundamental to Direct Action is

the reality that we can ooly rely
00 ourselves to achieve our

goals, Vv'hile we reserve the

right to take opportunities to
fight for improvements to our

quality of life now, the solidarity

movement must always remain
independent from those we are

demanding from, Solidarity

Federation "";11 accept neither

leadership, charity. nor guidance

from govemment or business ­

instead. we must couple our

principle of solidarity with the

practice of self·reliance,

NETWORKING
Solidarity Federation

members who work in the same

work sector have formed

Networks. Their purpose is to

promote solidarity amoogst

workers. Networks also use
Direct Actioo to fight for better

pay and conditioos. Networks

form the basis of a completely

new labour movement, nothing

like the Trade Unioos, which are

weakened by having to abide by
ridiculous la'NS, and by

hierarchical power structures

and self..jnterested paid officials,

The fundamentally different

nature of Networks fits their

fundamentally different aim.

WHERE NEXT?
As Locals and Networks

grow, they pracuse community

and workers' self-management

Eventually, Industnes "";11 be run
by producers and consumers, In

other words, by workers (in
Networks) and people in the

"";der community (Locals) who

want the goods and services

they pra.ide. And this is no flight
of fancy or text.-book dream. As

the solidarity movement grows

in members and influence. so
does the scope for actioo, Both
the Locals and Networks have

already established a reputaUon

and are showing real results In

membership and effectiveness.

GLOBAL SOLIDARITY
capitalism is intematiooal.

so we need to be organised
globally to oppose it and build a

viable altemaUve. Nauonalism

and patrioosm lead to pointless

and false diVi54oos. used as tools
to fuel economic and bloody

wars. Solidarity Federation
opposes these in favour of a

movement built on global

solidarity, Solidarity Federation

is the 8ritish section of the
International Workers'

Association (IWA). the anarcho­

syndicalist association. This

gives it essential intemational

solidarity and experience from

much larger sections. such as

the CNT (Spain) and US! {ltaIyJ.
Founded In 1922. the IWA has a

long history of sOldal1ty In

acuoo; by the 2nd World War,

over 5 mllhon people VIJOrldwlde

were affiliated. A comblnauon of

war. fascism. and soviet
'communism' all but destroyed

the movement, but after the

Spanish CNT rEH!merged In the
late 70s. the IWA had a new

lease of life. Today, there are
sectioos ranging from a few

dozen to thousands of

members. and growth is rapid

At the last IWA Congress In

Madrid, another 7 new secuons

were affiliated from South

America. Africa, Europe and the

former 5cMet Union,

GETTING INVOLVED
A global solidanty movement

can only gather strength as

many more people who share

the same alms get Involved.

Contacting Sohdanty Federauoo

oilers the possibility of

contributing to thiS gf'O'Mng
momentllm.

It is not like joining a club,

unioo or political party - rather,

it is an opportunity to channel

your efforo; for change and. al

the same ume, benefit yourself

from the experience.

For more Info. wnte to the

SoIFed Contact Point below.
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Whether ij s social justice, the ecological crisis
or simply the way the world wor1<s that

concerns you, subscribing to Corporate Watch
is a musl..

SOLIDARITY
FEDERATION

Africa Solidarity Group
Supporting struggle in Nigeria,
South Africa, Zambia, SlerT3 Leone
and e1S8'Mlere, More people always
welcome ~ Red 8 Black Club, PO
80x 17773, London SEa 4WX Tel.
0171 358 1854.
Education Workers' Netwon;

For everyone in the oouea.tion
sector: cleaners, leachers. students,
lecturers, elc. Inlo from EWN, PO
Box 29, SW PDO, Manchester
M155HW.

South-west Solidarity
Swindon·Bristol based but looking
for contacts across SW England.
Write for a free newsletter. visit the
websitet South·west Solidarity
Federation, PO Box 741, Swindon,
SN1 3UG.................re-Cfeation.ndirect.
co.uklsws.html

North & East London SoIFed
Socials: Last Thursday of the month.
8pm. near Camden Tube. We also
hold acMee surgenes and have
regular discusskln rreetings. FOf
details 01 times and places, contact:
SF. PO Box 1681, London
NB 7LE. Tel. 01813745027.

South Herts SolFed
DiscussIOn Meetings 8pm, 2nd
Wednesday of the month in SI
A1bans (near main railway station}.
Contact South Harts SolFed,
PO Box 493, SI Albans AI..1SlW.

Norwich and Norfolk SolFed
Regular meetings in Norwich ­
contact us at our new adctess:
PO Box 487, Norwich MLO
NR23AL

West Yorks SolFed
Members &contacts already in
Hebden Bridge. Bradford, Leeds
and York areas. Info: West Yorks
SF. Box 5. Hebden Bridge,
W. Yorks HX7 8YN.

Manchester SF
Support ctop-in. last Tuesday of the
month. 7pm, followed by Dlscussion
Meeting, 8.30prn All sessions open
and free at: The Brow House. 1
Mabfield Road. Fallowfield,
Manchester. Or can the
ansaphone 0161 232 7889.

Communication Workers'
Network

New Bulletin iJst out. send S.AE for
copy or a big one for a bunch for
your branch/mates. Main focus on
Royal Mal C\rVN. PO Box 29. SW
POO. Manchester M1S SHW.

FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBOURS

To get listed here, ....meto: DA (F&Nl.
PO Box lOgS. Sheflield S2 4YR,
da@dlrecta.lorce9.co.uk

MayDay 2000
4-day gathering of revolutionaries to
be held across London. Info: BM
Mayday. London WC1N axx
www.freespeech.Ofglmayday2k
mayday2COO-subscribe@egroops.ccrn
or Ilia NE LOI'ldoo SdFed.

PrldB
Pride (London) Membership is open
to anyone who identifies as Lesbian.
Gay, Bisexual or Transgendefed.
Membership is £10 (£5
concessions) for indIViduals, and
straight people can pin as Friends.
but not vote. A working group has
been formed to help reclaim Pride in
2{XX). and to re-establish the Pride
March as a community event in
2001. To gel involved contact:
Pride (London), BCM Box 6097.
London WC1N axx Tet 07071
781904. inlo@PrideLondon.org
httpJIwww.PrideLondoolorg

AntHMFIWTO Action
For info on anti-IMF action around
WOshington, April 16-17. see
www.a,6.Ofg. Send blank message
to pin in: a16-international-p1anning­
subscribe@ecroups·eom
For info on Prague in September­
the next IMFM'orId Bank meeting
after Seattle emaila~@anarch.free.de

For UK updates on activities,
contac1 RTS. PO Box 9656, London
N4 4.N. 0171 281 4821
rts@gn_apc.org

Riotous Assembly
Every frst Tuesday ot the month:
open meetings to lalk and exchange
inlo 00 direct aC1lon and grassroots
resistance. 7.30pm, Yard Theatre
[opp. Junction Pub), 41 Old Birley
Sl, Hutme. Manchester.

Northern Anarchist Network
Next NAN is in Bradfad on 1·2
April. Tal. 0161 707 965210r details.

Faslane Action
News on the blockade and tuture
events from Scottish CND, 15
Ban1nnd St, Glasgow <34' 10H.
TeL01414231222. OrIlyTrident
Pioughshares, 01324 880744

Anarchist Trade Union
Network

To subscribe and get a bimonthly
newsletter. Bread and Roses. send
six stamps with your name and
address and any union affil~tion

details to: Box EMAB (ATU). 88
Abbey Street, Derby DE22 3SQ.
williarngodvM7@hotmail.com
http://wI.vw.geocitles.comt
Capi!0lHilVParHarnenV2522

Action Update/DoD
Month~ round-Up of environmental
and othef direct actIOnS from across
Britain· the Earth Frst! newsletter.
EFl AU. PO Box HA, Newcastle­
u1Xl!'l-Tyne NE99 lTA
07974791841
aC1ionupdate@sn.apc.org
www.eco·action.orglelau.
For heavier stuff, try Do or Die ­
1OO's 01 pnges crafTYTleCl with
ecological resistnnce tor £5 from
000. clo Prior House. 6 Tilbuly
Place. Brighton. ESussex 8N2 2GY.

Solidarity Magazine
FIrSt issue out now - a pubiicntion
for workers dedICated to workers'
control and industrial unionism.
Produced by Belfast Work91's'
ContrOl Group. Solidarity MagazJne.
PO Box 505, Be~ast BTl 1AE.

Infoshops Network
To join, send the message
'subscribe infoshops' to
majordomo@tao.ca
To make contact. email
teapot@Worthing.eco-aetJon.Ofg,or
'Mite to PO Box 4144, Worthing.
West Sussex BN14 7Nl.

LDMG - Prisoner Support
Some prisoners sentenced aftef J18
last year who would appredate
letters 01 support:
Onolno Lo-verso. TC3014. HMYOI
Raleigh House. Portland, Dorset
DT5 10L (would appreciate Italian
letters 100).
Sean Brown. BP5610. HMYOI
Hunlercombe, Henley-OIl-Thames.
Oxon RG9 5FB.
Mark l.eijghton. S84402. HMYOI
Felthnm. Bedford Rd, Feltham.
Middlesex 1W13 4ND.
Mam RowIey, FB4126. HMYOI
DovEW'. Western Heights, Kent
CT177DR.
Updates from LOMG, BM Haven.
London WC1N axx

Fwl1lk'T lhanlhe ftllcuK:iallTnlCS...
"KJf'C~td1y that, 7ffe f);xH_llist_•• onoeYOI..II.>e /'CCul

Cbr}JOn:lle Watch, the loorfd",ay IICOO!'" 8CCn1 the lJ(I/fW Clgain!

Subscribe Now & receive Issue 9 FREEI
Ro.....: "·.,,d £'2 Um.·",fd £8 0........... odd £5 Son-p",rol 0llllnlut.on. £~O"""'t IIl1ki"..",n,,,,,,n)· £'S<>

1~, _d (1)rqu.. .,, ,.....'.1 ..""'.. 10: Co.,...••L. W.'~h.
,6b ('Iu._~~ISl lhf..rtl OX4 ,!M;. Td: l"US Nl.l~'. "",i1€wrl"'ml'·''''lrlI.U~

,I< .;"1 ...., ,,'rholl' 11: " ...... .t<l'1"".le"·.lth.Ofll

CLASSWAA
The voice of respectable moderation - CLASS WAR· is here.
With a molotov in one hand and a biro in the other, we wrote:

"Class War" issue 78 - £1
"Class War 2{XX)" colour calendar,

K3 large wall siz.e - £5
"21st Century Class Wat" the new action.
history and manifesto pnmphlet - £1.

Stickers, books and more availnble too.
ChequeslPOs to "London Class War" and add 10% for postage.

Class WarI PO Box 467, London Ea 3QX
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