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DIRECT ACTION NG68

Editorial:

In the light of「the collapee

of “the “State Soctialist

regimes, President Bush has

Promised that the outcome of

the Gulf conflict will be a

“new “world order“。 Other

commentators “have gone so

far as to talk “about “the

“Rnd of History“ - meaning

that ˇhuman ˇbeings have

finally attained the ideal

society (no

 

We anarcho-syndicalists have

a vision of a genuinely “new

world“、 R wor1d where we are

atetatea to neither by the

State nor by the capitalist
market, but have “control

together and _sharing “the

 

Cf anl 。 the aim 二gotg We 磁 认st F i

Such a 1tbertarian socialist iuniontiemi l 标
society WMil1 not come to us

from the sky。 It has to be

butlt ˇand “fought “for,

starting 记 “the here and

now, _starting with the real

Problems faced by our class。

标 c

 

  

The Gulf “conflict itself,

not “to mention the“ welfare

cuts being imposed in “the

US, the creation overnight

of mass unemployment in East

Germany and ˇthe Boll Taxr

here, tells us that “this

“new world order“ just means

more of the same as far “as

the working class of “this

world “is concerned: the

barbarity of ˇwar ˇanQ

econcmic exploitation。

By “coming together in “our

workplaces and

to defend ourselves against

the attacks of “the ruling

class, _we can if the wil1

e there。start to move frcm

the defensive to the

 

worlG “

That is ˇwhy we say, once
again:

,

NO NRR BUT THE CLASS

gcing to court by sending

C

GDvernment Chronicle 颈 丶

 

Plans to try and

beat resistance to the Poll1

Tax were revealeQd。

Many people are bewWitched by

their ability to abstruct

court Proceedings by the uae

of “MCKenzie「s Friends, and

hold up a 1arge . proportion

of the cases of the minority

of defaulters who turn up at

court。 The bosses,

are ˇmoving towards the

outlawing of the Friends “in

PFoll Tax “cases “and are .

looking for ways to

streamline _the unwieldy

Gebt-collection mechanisms

. Which “cannot cope with “the

massive extra burden of Poll

Tax non-payment 。

INTIMIDATION

Since allowing a friend sis

aiscretionary, and “not

automatic,it is 1ikely that

any coutlawing of them “wi11

not be by statute。 but by a

Policy “decision “of “the

Magistrates Association:

Scme Community

Registration

Charge

Officers

(CCROs) are already “trying
to intimidate people out of

allowable ˇ_aefences an

hinting at “punishment “for

contempt of court for making

other

ˇ

cbjections。 The
article “suggests that “this

should be Gone by Clerks of

Court with all summonses。

CLEARING HOUSE

The ˇCBI ˇ- the

organisation - has sugqested

that there be a “central

clearing house for

 attachment of earnings .(ie

“ affected 一 洁

thougho ,

  

 

“Foll Tax non-payment, to be
funded by an increase in the

charges to defaulters。 This

would involye setting up a

Gatabase containing

ˇ

the
names ˇˇ_of “all

。

workers

gift to
blacklisting agencies “1ike
the Econcmic League。 There
were considerable cbjections

to such a clearing house for
student “registrations

ˇ

on
“ similar grounds。 but this

 

    
nt 0 32 2

So far been successful in

obstructing court

Proceedings against

defaulters-

concern for citizens1 rights

masks practical problems。

  

M pilot scheme at a national
corporation to set up Qirect

Geduction _of Foll Tax “from

earnings “never got past the

Proposal stage。 The “reason

being that the sheer nuniber

of authorities involved,the

 

afferent rates charged,and
the qiversity of “computer

equipment used by
ˇ

those

, authorities made the whole
thing impossible to set up。

   

    

      

     

  

   

    

 

  

  

  

 

  

   

    

  

   

     

    

  

 

   

 

Besides this,few bosses are
happy about “the problems
wage “arrestments may “cause
them with theiz workers,and

GOVERNMENT

On 17th ˇAugust the

Department of the

Envitronment issued Grafts of

new bill “to “CCROs “for

conments。 The “consultation

Period ended on 28th

September “and i “wil1 “be

interesting “to see if “the

government goes ahead with a

new bil1, and what measures

would be proposed “to “beat

“mass ˇnon-payment。 Nhat “is

certain E that the

government is learning “its

lessons and developind “its

strategy。 The anti-Foll Tax

movement has to Go the same。

 
ILegal Loopholes and
irregularities will _almost

certainly ˇbe denied the

movement “in future。 This   

    

   

     “single ˇissuen。

action and workplace

organisation will become

vital。 The of
the ˇexisting Militant-
Gominated Structures are

well knowmn。 If the movement

doesn it “face Up ta

“

ne

realities those “resisting

change will almost certainly
be responsible for a split。

NR。EHornsey RPT
 

 

JOIN TFHE PROFFSSIONALS

  
The British Army 1ikes

Paint an image of itself “as

巳 simple ˇProvider of

interesting ˇtravel ˇand

useful skills。 Nhat you end

up With is skills in drug

dealing,armed robbery,rape

and murder .- judging “by the

number of former and serving

soldiers appearing regqular1y

before court “on ˇsuch

Charges。

You also have_to put up with

the fact that the gqenerals

run the 、army ˇ and , the

generals are the“enyvy of

“NROvs officer corps as they

have their very Guwn guerilla

war in Ireland to play with。

Generals do not, of -course,

end p on patrol i West

RArmagh “stoned out of “their
brains, armed “to the teeth

anQd wondering why everyone
hates them。

CHAMPION

The at the request

of that well-know “_champion

of of “small

nations, “Margaret .Thatcher “

- have just Provided a 1oad of

Squaddies stattoned “for

Years、iph damp “cold “north
Germany “With a winter sun ,
holiday in Saudi Arabia。

Unfortunately for the
squaddies, thts ˇis just a

reprieve from redundancy “as

卫 Fesult、of -the New “Norld

Derry「 “_or “Sotth Order Which allows

ˇ

East has been “cut。 This
Berlin ˇanarchists to fight

West “German 。riot cops

Protecting ˇGreater “German

nazis。 Michael Gorbachey to

smile。and the rest of us to
drink “vodka made

more exotic than Narrington。

This

-

means “they have “lost

theiz _long term “usefulness

and _hence their “bargaining

Power。

CREATURES

The _net result of all this

is that once ˇestablished

defending -one set cf

creatures ˇ“_of ˇUS/British

imperialism (the feudal arab

states) _from .another

(Saddamvs Irad), theirz “pay

is
because the cost of “1iving
功 “Sauai “Rrabia is ˇmuch
lower than in West Germany,
so the army “reckons “they
need “less money。 Al1 “the

b

w

火 d
S

马

 

other forces in the

region have received bonuses

being in a combat zone。

Maide _from bringing a _new

meaning to “the this

 

has “been with

Summonses for non payment of

the poll tax。

Back _here at ˇhome,

revolutionary “Gefeatism has

been corrupted by the left

to meaning “supporting “the

OHER “fascist

ˇ

“qictator。

Whether this is in the hope

of NRP-style hand-outs “(ie
support a qictator and 。you
too can have a daily paper)

or sheer irrelevance (Lying

Marcismy anyone?2 ) E
inmaterial。 We ˇseem

“

to

something about
shooting “your officers “and
coming hcme “to start “the

Fevolution - how about it?

NR,H London DRM
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TheRoadtoNOwhere

  
Gn “Sunday 20 September

around 1,000 people marched

to Rlexandra Park in

Glasgow。They accompanied 25

People on the first part “of

the “400 mile Peoples ˇMarch

Mgainst ˇthe Poll Tax to

London. Rs ˇwell _as “these

marchers, 25 “people will

also march ˇfrom both

Liverpool _and _Swansea ˇtC

arrive h “Iondon on 20

October。

Undoubtedly “the need to get

the facts about the poll tax

to “working class people

across the ˇcountry ˇis

essential and a march “can

be “an opportunity to Go

this。 But an honest

appraisal of the march, its

ideas and method “must “be

done in order to aid the

Gdiscussion and

development of, the anti

Poll tax struggle。

HUNGER MARCHES

The people「s march has been

compared “to “the “Hunger

Marches of “the 1930s。

TIndeed,圭 “could _be _said

that “todays! marchers

treading E their
|

  

 

footsteps。 And, as is “the

case now with the poll tax

struggle, the “TUC actively

worked against the “National

Unemployed “WNorkers Movement

(NDWRM) “and the ˇHunger

Marches。 “And the police

attacked their rallies in

London。

The _NUNW4 and the ˇHunger

Marches “Qid have an “effect

on “the People involyed as

well as ˇthe country as a

whole, but what sort? “Jchn

Taylor Caldwell, the

biographer of Guy Rldred (an

anarchist active in Glasgow

at “the time of the marches )

said “everybody felt ˇthe

urge to join the threadbare

horade ˇon the great trek “to

London。

Aldred ˇwent against ˇthe

stream “in condemmning “this

exploit。 ItE was a ruse “of

the leaders to confirm their

alleged ˇleadership ˇand

advance their careers。 They

were mis-leading the

workers。 To march to London

was ˇ“to acknowledge“ˇ the

authority of “London。 To

stand and _shiver “in rags

before the House of Conmons,

begging “for work, was “tD

accept “and “affirm ˇtheir

status as wage slaves。

Rldred “wanted places to be

set aside in the Parks where

People gather “and Qiscuss

Social “Prcblems and “gather

strength ˇto “deny ˇtheir

FRIGHTENED

The aquestion is how Go you

change things for the

better2? The strength of the

was not the Hunger

Marches Dat the organising

6f thousands of “unemployed

workers。 The ruling “class

was frightened “by ˇthe

Prospect of them being in an

organised ˇposition to

discuss “theiz prcblems “and

act to change them in a more

direct “way than on “the

Hunger Marches 〔Which, 1ike

the ˇunemployed marches in

the early “80s had “cross-

class support) 。

TInstead “of appealing to or

petitioning the state (be it

Parliament “_or “the ˇlocal

council,which accustoms the

working ˇclass to believe

that _salvation “comes “from

 

above and not “through “its

own “actions) “the “working

class must organise “itself

and “fight -where “训 is

strongest; “in “the housing

schemes and workplaces。 Any

Gemonstzrations ˇwhich “call

upon “leaders! to fight for

us (or the ruling class ˇnot

to exploit us) puts back our

struggles。

STRANGLE-HOLD

The Peoples! March cannot be

taken _out of context。 Ever

since the poll tax riots of

31 March, “the ˇunderlying

Iabourismy/zeformism of self~-

appointed “leaders such “as

Militant has “come “to “the

fore。 In 、an attempt “tC

appear “respectable“ and not

get “totally expelled Erom

the Iabour Party, Militant ,

through “its “strangle-hold

over “poll “tax

Federation, has been

attempting to show the

Powers that be in the Tabour

Farty (and elsewhere) that

the anti poll tax “struggle

Wi rematn in the realm Of

Civil

discbedience and not VYenture

into the class
    

I order to be in a positiCn

to “work withtn the Labour

Party as a ˇ

alternative, 8 cannot

criticise ˇ“that Party「s

inherent capitalist “nature

cor ˇthe role of the council

in the state。 Instead,they

keep “to slagging off “the

right wing leadership “(and

thus building illusions in

both of these) .

ML1 through “this campaign
the Federation has appealed

to“the “ˇcouncils not to,

firstly, introduce the poll

tax, use “Warrant Sales and
 

 
BAILIFF COMPANIES WITH POLL TAX INTERESTS

  
Madagans “plc - one of the

largest ˇprivate ˇbailiffsr

companies「让 has poll tax

contracts “160 ˇLocal

authorities including

Northampton “and Wandsworth。

The company is Croydon based

but operates nationwide froum

a network of 11 offices。

Hobn Crilley & Son -

based with a

network ˇof “11 “offices

nationwide。

Ganlts - a large Kent-based

firm operating mainly in the

South -of England but with a

national network of, regional

offices。 Contracts “include

Wandsworth council 。

Rayner Ferrar & Co 一 based

记 “Iver, Bucks。 Contracts

include Hackney council。

Rossendale CB Lba - based in

Rossendale, Lancs,and with

contracts ˇmainly in the

Iancashire “region and north

west -of England。

Brisbow and Sater - based in

Redditch “and with contracts

.throughout “Hereford ˇand

1 Rosan “Beims “Lba - Croydon

based。

Jefferies & Pennicott Ltd -

ILondon based。 >

卫 叉Baker & Co - “Reading

based。

   

 

finally, not ˇto “deduct

money from “benefits。 These

Pleas have all been

The fight against the Poll

tax is 。against

ILabour “as 让 ts against the

Tories。 The “sooner “people

xzealise this the better。

SCAB MENTALITY

At “the time of the hunger-

Protest by ˇmemibers of

Militant in July “of “this

year, a leaflet handed out

by the Glasgow ˇRnarchist

Group “said “ whtle [we]

admire “the “dedication “and

sincerity of those inyolved,

we “feel “that it “tends to

encourage “Sympathy and

Pity「 as opposed to

“solidarity and ˇsupport「

which is the backbone of the

anti Poll tax movement。“

The same can be Said for _the

Peoples “March。 The leaflet

alsc gave its ˇalternative

to “appealling“ “to 。the

Council aS building

“resistance n our

communities “and _Norkplaces

tD by-pass “the inactivity

and “scab mentality of

Tabour council。“

  
g&40,000) that has been “put

into the Peoples March “been

used “in 2 productive

way “in the housing estates

andu workplaces of Britain to

strengthen “the organisation

and influence of the “anti

Poll tax movement2《

INCREASED PASSIVITY

he Peoples March is seen as

& way to get the anti “Pol1

tax ˇmessage ˇacross 。to

workers (as the media “fails

to E but “such 丶

mobilisation as the “Peoples

March does “nat solve this

Prcblem。

Instead ˇof builaing 。an

   

    

 

A 明白

Rotherham, South Yorkshire

have revealed that “40,000

residents have so far failed

to Put themselves on “the

electoral _register, in an

TaX。

Council Leader, Sir Jack

ILeyden said that people wil1

|neea their votes if they

[ to get rid of the Foll

Teor: “Ihe best way to change

through the ballot box“。 It

would appear that a large

mumber “of People are no

n |longer falling for that one。

effort to dodge ˇ

defeatea by

 

network “which can give “the

xreal “facts of working class

straggle at alL “times, the

Peoples March Will only do

this Guring the sixe Of

its exi c
  

  

 

e沥 一训

organising Inaeeay, i

could “be argqued “that 5

E

Passivity
ˇ

and “promote a

E: 才

attitude _which weuld

the anti Poll tax2

class

organisations are not built ,

Fighting ˇworking

nmor _Survive _on, “peoples

marches! any more than

Petitions or appeals。 They

are “created through

action, struggle and self

organisation、 Ne must learn

the lessons of history “and

trust Our Class

experiences。 The poll tax

will be defeated by mass non

Payment ˇand ˇindustrial

action, ˇnot “by ˇsymbolic

gestures-

Iain,FolLlokshields

8
  

The Foll Tax itself makes

voting in local elections a

Particular “waste _of “time。

Its a _case _of choosing

between cuts...and

The Foll “Tax ˇwill “be

TaQSS

organisation ˇand “adirect

laction - Which are the only

lthings that have ever “got

|our class anyuhere - not by

Itaking part in the electoral

lcircus, choosing between

Tweedledumyand

_风 S-Yorks DRM
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E-Mujeres Libres-Femmes Libres
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   The first 一 international

meeting of a growing network

of anarchist womenvs “gqroupe

took -place i Rugust in

Bordeaux。

Many of “us had “previously

met Gduring the CHT (Spaniah

information from many of the

member “groups and a “report

of the meeting 。

NON-SECTARIAN

The Network is independent

from any Political

though we

accept anarchosyndicalism as

a basic 。strategy。 Our

approach “is non “sectarian。

Groups “already ˇwork ˇwith

other “anarchist and women「S

groups on “issues “such “as

abortion and

rights “and we feel “that

joint action and “discussion “

within a wider working class

movement is_ vital。 Men are

人弓KA 园史都

The following is a news ibtem ~

| fVC, 写医定 、

In “August an anti-racist

festival “was organised “in

“ Helsinkit by several _peace

and other progressive groups

including ourselves。 This

『 festival _consisted of “rock

“concerts,Photo exhibitions

and Public debates。 5

attracted over 5000 people。

There has been a rise in「

E in Finland for

several “years, especially

agatnst “refugees。 Finland

has ˇtraditionally ˇbeen

isolated from the rest of

the world by the authorities

and “therefore Finland “has

received only a tiny

fxaction of refugees

compared to other “Nordic

countries。

Now as the rest of Europe i5

closing doors the number “of

those “trying to get refugee

status has “risen “rapidly-

The authorities are

deliberately hindering this

kind of progress and _police

have given illegal expelling

orders。

There ts even a ractst

Political _party in “Finland

wWhtch “until “only recent1y
was in the Governmenty There

are also a few minor “nazi

groups。 ˇMost “of “their

memibers are skinheads。
 

 

 

welcome to participate in

network meetings, though

decisions will ultimately be

made by women

Zhereiare groups

ˇ

and
individual menibers from
France, Spain, chile (in

Recently 4 skinheads beat up
the chauffeur of the “South
Korean “ambassador in “broad
Gaylight。

Rs “anarchtsts we “naturally

are against all “kinds “of1

racism and so we decided “tol

take part in this festival。

We had a good opportunity to

get experience of

cooperating wtth other

organisations 。

exilej, England, Rustralia

anad ˇGermany and ˇalso

contacts “in Switzerland,

Belgium “and “Italy:。 砂

Present translation

facilities “are 1imited _and

help is needed,particularly

with Spanish and French。

  

Our involvement was a humble
one but nevertheless we were
noticed。 Same of “the _co-
organisers “didn“t even know
there were anarchists 。in
Finland “and had a “reserved
attitude ˇtoward us。 But
afterwards this _attitude
faded _and we were trusted。

Taking Part in this event
was a victory to SRL-ATT in,
the ˇsense ˇof

ˇ

public
xelations。

  

  

SUMMARY OF

AIMS & PRINCIPLES

Aims:

* to construct a 1ibertarian

society ˇwithout “class “or

state, econcmic “or “moral

coercion。

心 to “fight ignorance,

religion and dogma。

丶 “ta “pramote “freedom “of

Sexuality anQd resist

Prejudice。

丶 internationalism,breaking

the barriers to

communication “_and mutual

aid。

* anarchosyndicalism,direct

workers and ˇcommunity

control “based on federaliem

and mutual aid。

* antimilitariem,to resist

the war machine that serves

the ruling class。

丨 anti-statism non~

Participation ˇin electoral

Politics。

Areas of struggle:

丶 prisons, asylums and any

Places of encarceration Such

as the “family ana

sweatshops。

卜 racism。

丨 Sexismy Zepression Cf

『 氓 )

A “couple “of “months “_agov

worrying ˇnews ˇabout 巳

Comrade “in the USSR came to

us。 “Victor .Kassatkin, a

member cf the SMOT
(an independent

ˇ

union
federation “formed in 1978)
was fram his
Place of work for “having
organised an independent
trade union。

Losing “his jcb at “the

railway “depot in Leningrad

basically meant homelessness

and starvation as

both Kassatkins flat “and

his Zation CarQ Nere
Provided _by “the ˇstate
railway。 Thus being left
Without work,home and food

he started a hunger “strilke

记 early Rugust。

homosexuality,prostitution。

卜 all forms of repression。

* submission ˇto power “and

its effects。

Methods:

车 “Prcmoting ˇ1ibertarian

education。

* affirming equal rights and

challenging sexist attitudes

and behaviour。

* fighting indoctrination。

* mutual aid and Solidarity

within the Network and other

organisations _sharing our

aims。

车 ˇforming ˇa “dynamic

international organisatton

to Promote our aims through

meetings ˇand propaganda,

studying esperanto and

sharing a logo。

For more “information and

input “into the ˇNetworky

Please “get in _touch “c/o

Deptford DRM。

n anarchosyndicalist

womens“ conference is “being

Plannea for early next year,

Probably in Iondonwith the

aim of forming a group。More

details to follow。

DRM

 

R网 *

CMS五心

   

Recently, we received the
happy news “that “Kassatkin
was succesful in his hunger
strike _and has now been
reinstated。 Though “we have
mo details at the moment of
his activities, we are sure
he ana his comrades in “the
SMOT ˇare continuing the
fight

ˇ

for independent
workers organisations in the
Soviet Union。

 

 

SLAWERVYI

 
M flower grower, Edwin Ives
and four “of his Overseers
were “arrested north of Los「
Rngeles and _charged

。

with
enslavement of “scome 150
Mextican farm “workers。 卫
federal prosecutor said Ives
sent “Smugglers into “Mexico
to zecruit workers “and “to
transport ˇthem

“

illegallX
inta the US。Upon arrival at
his flower farm the workers
were ˇstripped “of ˇtheir
Possessions “and “forcedt

 
work 16 hours a day, 6 days

a week picking flowers “and

Freparing them for shtpment 。
The “workers had ta 。buy

blankets, pots and pans and

work “tools from the company
store。The workers were kept
on the ranch by threat of

Fhysical harm “_and “by

intimidation “and “the farm
gates

ˇ

ˇwere “lockead and
guarded at night。

Bource: “Tndustrial Workern

吴吴命沥吴吴吴科吴命命命命河

00
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DANGEHROUe TCYS

  
Despite overwhelming

evidence ˇconfirming the

Gangers of “Video “Display

Terminals a CAL-OSHR (Cal~

ifornia “Occupational Health

and _Safety “RGministration)

report issued last year only

concludeQ that “more

research is needed“。

RSs a “counterpoint to the

CAL-OSHR study, a report

issued by Kaiser Permanente

(one of California「s largest

health care Providers)

concluded 。̌pregnant

women Who work with VDTS are

508、more 1ikely “to “suffer

miscarriages than “non-VDT

workers。

Previous studies have “shown

that eye strain, headaches,

and extreme 。stress can

from “working 。with

VDTs,which produce a -steady

Stream cf low-level

radtiation。

 

1qhe “technology exists “to

Feduce C eliminate

Gangerous _emissions 。from

, VDTfs。 The reason the use-of

this “technology is not made

mandatory is “that ˇbig

business is able to exert 巴

lot of ˇpower ˇwtthin

government- agencies such “as

CRL-OSHR。

RS an example“the committee

conducting the study on VDT

hazards included 3

representatives from IBM, 2

from Hewlett Packardo

the _military and _only 。2

representatives from

organised 1abour 。

The outcome of the study was

a foregone _conclusion。 In

the meantime, Pregnant

workers ˇwill “continue “to

miscarry,other workers Wi11

suffer unneccesary headaches

and “the “corporations “wi11

reap high profits。

* Imediate installation of

state~of-the~art “protective

Gdevices on all VDT screens。

车 “ALternate assignments

(safety “devices or hot) for

all Pregnant workers。

Frequent breaks Eor “all

VDT “operators (15 “minutes

off “for every “30 “minutes

on)。 -

Failing “the “implementation

of these recommendations,

Gdtrect action (in the 《orm

of sabotage) should be used

to“disable ALD VDTs in “the

workplace。

Only by organised resistance

can the above

recommendations and “actions

be “implemented,。 Even “a

minority “group -within “a

1arge “company can carry out

the last recommended action。

ORFTCE WORKERS DNTTED

PO Box 210095

San Francisco“CR 121-0095
 

 
2O0CIAL WORKERS AT RISK

  
Recent1y

issued “_new,

guidelines

the NSFCC “have

controversial

to“its “social

workers ˇˇwho ˇexperience

violence “when ˇvisiting

families in their “homes。

usual “keep

yourself between “the door

and the client「, it advises

Social workers Who are

attacked on how to “hit and

  

A “related tssue on the

welLfare of “staff “concerns

attacks by teenagers “in

residential _hemes。 “These

have also been increasing in

both “frequency and severity

and are a Qirect equence

 

of the new “community care

Policy of the government and

the cuts imposedon “social 。

Services due to “the “Poll

om江 a

 

IE goes on _to say “that

unmibrellas “are useful, that
Women in long skirts “should

not try “to kick “attackers

and generally gives pointers

to “the ˇmost effective

methods of self defence。

This has caused Scme

amusement as it goes agqainst

the ˇtraditional view “of

Social workers。 However, i

Goes highlight the _concern

that is being expressed over ,

the “increasing “number “of

attacks on staff withtn “the

Social services。

 

On the one hand “this “has

meant that preventative work

has been “stepped “up 。with

attempts “to stabilise “home .

situations ˇbefore ˇthey

breakaown, or ˇto Place

Cchildren with relatives。 It

has also meant a “greater

emphasis on foster care。But

in both these areas

resources are being

stretched to the 1imit。

“ 改the same time specialist

Placements in a “therapeutic

environment have been cut to

& minimunml “in an effort “to

save “money。 Many “children

 

who are in local “authority

care ho _need specialist

tnput have been brought back

训 “to regular “residential

care。

VOLATILE MIX

The direct of

these two policies is that

the type_of “childr

Zesidential 医 :

longer ˇthe same as “they

were。 With abused “children

being placed together “with

other, very disturbed, and

Potentially violent children

in the same building, often

having to share rooms。 Cuts

have “meant “that “staffing

levels have suffered and “so

there is a “very volatile

miX。

 

 units

 

Staff are often “confronteQ

by children with whom “they

have little or no experience

n Situations

can easily get out of “hand

witth neither the children or

the staff to blame but in

which “both can be ˇin “scme

danger。

t the present time both the

Tory and the Iabour Parties

are malkcing a big issue “of

the family。 Thatcher “was

recently in New York talking

hypocritical _nonsense about

the plight of “the world「s

children。Yet when resources

are cut it is always “those

most in _need that “suffer。

Sooner or later there “Wil1

be「 a death in a _childrens

residential home, child _or

carer,and of course i匕 Mi11

be _the“worker who is to

blame instead of the state

Which “chooses to treat “the

most “yulnerable in society

in such a fashion。

ST,Manchester DRM  

PAGE 5 

 

COOD

MANNERS
  

We learn “from the “October

issue Cf Te Combat

S ste, the Paper of

the CNT (French section “of

the sIWR) “that the “class

struggle in South-east “Rsia

has recently taken a ˇnew

twist。

     

Companies firstly in “South

Korea and now in the rest of

SB “Asia “have tnitiated a

Process “of decentzalisation

of “Production into the

countryside。、The purpose? R

ever, to be able to pay a

1ittle for labour a

Possible. .Nhat is remarkable

is the way that Japanese and

.South “Korean have “overcome

the ˇweight of the past “and

are struggling together

against their common

exploiters。

The struggles that have been

taktng “place have

strikes, factory

s 

 

hunger strikes

and “negotiations, but “our

asian comrades have added a

Personal “touch to the class

struggle: “at the _end of

conflicts, they demand a

letter of apology from “the

bosses: Here「s an example:

January 1990

To “the officials of “the

workers union of RZIA SNRNY

When ˇ

工

closed “Gow

“

the
company I broke the contract

between “the ccompany and the

union -and I inflicted

sufferings cn 217 workers。 工
aSsume “full responsibility,

and with all my heart I beg
Pardon “from the workersˇof
RZIR “SNRNY “and “the “South

Korean nation。

RS “of now, I will1 respect

agreements, I will continue

negotiations sincerely and 工

undertake to “resolve “this

conflict :

Director of RZIA SNANY“

   

丽
明 E

8 恰

一 妮ur

 

   

 

“Now、About that apology,boss.“

  

I is “illegal for a Self-

employed “courier to“GD a

collection and delivery for

less than a pound (even for

multi“drops) according to a

1981 Rmendment to the Fost

Office Rct。

This opens up a Whole can of

“worms because many Eirms

give their ˇriders/drivers

1less than a Pound a “drop-

You might Say that your boss

charges “the “custoamer “more

than a Pound and “therefore

gets around the law。 But it

becomes illegal if you are

self-employed and the “boss

is “giving you less than a

Pound, because “you “are

independantly sub-contracted

to do the job。

So i “your firm pays less

than a pound a “Grop, there

are “several “things ˇyou

should Go。Firstly,tell all

your workmates and try to

get a meeting “together “to

| aiscuss a plan of action。 |

The Courlers Quld

 

Secondly,“ as a group “tell

Your boss that the rates are

too ˇ“and ˇillegal。

Thizaly,“if your boss

improve the rates then a

strike could be necessary to

bring himyher round。

Fourthly,at any stage Gont

hesitate ˇto “contact the

Union if you want advice “or

assistance。

The Fost Office hct is one

of the “few laws that “can

actually “help the ˇmost

Poorly Paid workers in “the

adespatch ˇindustry。 “And

cowboy “firms that pay “less

than a Pound a drop “should

not only be up against “the

law but could also find a

mob of flying pickets from

the _DINU and “the ˇpostal

1 workers union on their

,

doorstep

“Despatchesv the

Paper ˇaf “the ˇDespatch

Industry Workers Union (po

Box 574,ILondon SE4)
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[he following is the firet

E 巳 “Series of

articles ˇconcerning ˇthe

Syndicalist Revolt that took

Place ˇ“ip “Britain _between

1910 “and 1912。 Faced “with

the Present ˇbankruptcy

of both reformist socialiem/

trades ˇunioniem “and of

Marxist State Socialism,the

members of the Direct hction

Movement “are amongst “those

striving to establish a new

revolutionary union

movement。 It 。seems an

appropriate time, then, to

take another “look at “thts

country「s original

Syndicalist movement; in the

hope that we can learn “from

the history of our class。I

is in that -spirit and “not

for mere historical interest

that this series has been

written。

芋 水 欣 水 欠

Eighty years ago “this

country witnessed a wave “of

working class militancy that

shook “让 “ta its 。very

foundations。After ten years

of “industrial peace “and

working class quiescence 。an

explosion of militant strike

action spread ˇthroughout

industry untouched。

The Period became known “as “

the “Labour Unrest but was

_also named the “Syndicalist

Revolt“。 This is due to the:

fact “that “syndicalism “was

the ˇPredominant “political

force within “the working

class and even those workers

Who ˇwere ˇnot conscious

syndicalists ˇadopted the

sSame methods _of ˇ

rejecting “the Labour Party

and Parliamentary action,a8

well “as “the ˇestablished

marxist parties。

PERVERSE

Then, as now, syndicaliem

was dtsmissed by “1iberal

and marxist “historians “as

Some Perverse foreign

ideoclogy Which was alright

for the working classes “of

other, more ˇ,primitive「

Countries, Dbut WaS

unsuitable to Britain。

Their ˇversion _of “history

8eeS 巳 hahdful of

syndicalists, led by “Tom

Mann, importing their ideas

from France and gaining Some

influence ˇamongst the ,

younger and 1ess

sophisticated members of the

working class。However,this

cannot be further from “the

truth。

Towards the end of the “19th

century there developed,

within the working class, 呆

Social “movement “that “was !

It was called

TaImes 命

world wide。

Various

revolutionary gyndicalist, .

anarchosyndicalist, ˇ

industrial unionist ˇ-

reflecting the ˇparticular

emphasis, but all had a

Conmmon aim: the “revolu-

tionary Overthrow of -

capitaliem based on economic

organisation ˇand ˇusing

GQirect action。 Thig “could

conly be achievea froam _below

and notiong “of “capturing

state Power through

revolutionary or

Parliamentary ˇmeans was

rejected。

THE ULTIMATE WEAPON

Many “of “the _origins “of

syndicalism “can be “traceQ

in the earlier British trade

union movement。Its advocacy

of Qirect action, sabotage,

and the ultimate weapon,the

social general strike, were

all “tactics that “had “been

used “or discussed ˇby

militants。

 

Certain anarchists,

recognising ˇthe need “for

their ideas to be made more

relevant, began to agitate

and “advance new “ideas “for

union ˇorganisation。 For

example, in “1903 a leading

militant, “Sam “_Mainwaring,

Published ˇIhe ˇGeneral

Strike「, “attacking union,

bureaucracies and “political|

action。 Then “in 1907 “The|

Voice Cf WaS

Leeqs,

launchead by Jchn “Turner。

Both of these drew on their

experiences within the union

movement “to press the “case

for anarchosyndicalism。

These ideas began to spread

within “the industrial areas

of Britain, especially

LiverpooL and

Manchester, as well as the

East “End of “London _where

Jewish immigrants, heavily

influenced by the

anarchosyndicalism of Rudolf

Rocker,were Prominent。

Nhen “Tom Mann returned “to

Britain 口 技 his

experiences in Rustralia had

convinced him of syndicalist

ideas。Those same ideas were

already ˇwidespread ˇand

Mann「s thinking was not even

as “far advanced as many “of

the British militants。

ˇ“However, his reputation and

organisational ability

Provided a focus through

Which the movement “could

grow。

GROWING

CONSCIOUSNESS

Its growth coincided with a

drop in unemployment and a

growing consciousness within

the working class of the

wide ˇaisparity _of “wealth

within “Britainh。 In 1908 a

series “of “strikes in “the

cotton, engineering ˇand

shipbuilding industries

caused 。by wage

reductions and lockouts “leQ

to “defeat。 “aid,

Provide a prelude

to the _unrest that was “to

follow-

1909-10 saw a “series of

strikes “by the boilermakers

and also “讨 “1910 “the

traditionally mcderate

Durham miners struck against

an “agreement already

by their union。

Then the Northeastern

railwaymen ˇwon a 3 。day

strike even though they were

covered “by a 5 ˇYear

iagreement。R lockout against

cotton “workers in “reprisal

against ˇmilitant “activity

was marked by a high “degree

of solidarity ˇamongst

Workers。

ML1 _of “these disputes,

though sectional in nature,

did point to a _change in

attitude: ˇamongst the

workers。 This was to be

 

confirmed “in November “1910

when “the “Cambrian “Combine

Gdtspute began。

Prom then until thg outbreak

of war in 1914 the British

working class waged the

class war against the

British state。 That this

period is largely ignored or

Genigrated is ˇharaly

“surprising as “1iberal _and

marxist historians find “it

aifficult

this into their analysis of

the labour movement 。

YOUTHFUL

INDISCRETION

For ˇthe “liberals, any

militancy was “due ta scme

form of youthful

indiscretion Cr to the

violent nature of the “less

adisciplined unskilled

workforce Which had begun to

enter general unions。 The

working class is seen “as

basically ˇconservative “in

nature “and confused “by

changes “that were taking

Place in society。

Syndicalism is ignored as i

had on the

moderate trade union leaders

of the time。Marxist writers

Go actually acknowledge Scme

influence “but it is seen as

a Primitive and unorgantseQ

forerunner to 丶 more

coherent “and “sophisticated

form “_of socialism that “was

to emerge with the impact of

the Bolshevik revolution in

Russia。

Marxists point to the lack

of a revolutionary party and

the perceived failure of the

syndicalists to address “the

aquestion of state Power。The

labour unrest is said “to

have had some effect on the

stability of the state ˇbut。,

especially ˇmore “recently,

the question of Irish “Home

Rule is seen ,。to be more

important。

ML1 of this ignores the fact

that “syndicalism _was, and

remains, a forward “looking

theory ˇthat ˇseeks the

complete reorganisation “of

society and relies upon mass

working “class action “and

experience to achieve it。

CLASS WAR

By 1914 the attitudes “of

both bosses and workers “had

hardened ˇand the “basic

questions ˇthat “had, ,been

zaised “at the start of “the

unrest “jn “1910 ˇremained

unicn leadership were

bracing themselves for “an

“ intensification of the class

war。The Labouz FParty was in

disarray and on the verge of

splitting。 The ˇmarxist

Parties were an “irrelevance

ana “the first syndicalist

inspired union,the Building

Norkers ˇIndustrial _Union,

was formed。

The Prospect “for “the

formation of a revolutionary

union ˇmovement in this

country looked good。 Only

the outbreak _of “the ˇwar

prevented all this。It split

the working class and “gave

the state Powers to break

the ˇsyndicalist ˇmovement

that remained anti-war-

Echoes were heard during the

war years (most notably “the

shop “stewards movement) but

the final Gestruction of the

movement “came ˇwith the

triumph of “Bolshevism “in

Russia “and its “disasterous

effect on the working “class

throughout the wor1Q。

Yet those 4 years stand as a

testament “to the militancy

and abilities of the British

working class。0ver the next

months DR will be looking at

various ˇaspects of the

unrest “in more ˇdetail

starting “with the “Cambrian

Combine Dispute of 1910-11。

ST,Manchester DRM
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EXLIRADLTION

 

The Prevention of Terrorism

Act is intendea partly to

intimidate “the Irish in

,Britain “and stop them being

active politically。 The

knowledge that there is no

such “thing as a fair “trial

in “terrorist“ Cases “Serves

巳 useful Purpose in

undermining “the very “mass

political mcbilisation which

alone can defeat the PTR。

POLITICIANS

In the 26 Counties,however,

different conditions produce

a very different reaction to

the same perception, which

ts becoming more widespread。

It is haraly surprising that

Irish ˇoliticians who

supported ˇthe Winchester

Three seized “on “their

release as a victory for

“British Justice“。 tn spite

of “the view of “the Three

that there is no such tlting 。

The release of the Guildford

Four was celebrated by “the

Parade cf Innocence in

Dublin “ 巡December last

year。 Over “10,000 people

attendea -the pageant and

zally, at “which two of the

Four - Paul 口11 and Gerry

Conlon - spoke,denouncing

trial by media, the PTR and

extradition a czriel

荣piblicans to Britain _and

the “Six “Counties。 They

called for the campaign “for

the Ielease of the

Birmingham Six to be stepped

UP。 The Winchester “Three

case was also highlighted in

the pageant。R second such

Pageant was held at the end

of June,calling for justice

for “the Birmingham Six “and

Judith Ward。

 
 

BLOODY SUNDAY

The “Dublin government _Mant

such mass opposition to

imperialism _defused。 They

have co-operated with 、

British attempts to limit

the anti-imperialist

struggle to the Six

Counties。 Mass action Poses

a threat to the status “aquo

in “the 26 “Counties “where

grinding Poverty is

widespread and emigration is

used as a Safety Valve “to

defuse political radicalism。

The institution “of “direct

  
Zule “of “the Six Counties

from “Westminster “and “the

Power-sharing Executive

(which was brought Gown “by

the loyalists in May “1974)

were responsesutostheuangere

砂 the 1972 Bloody “Sunday

killings。 The mass

 

 
 
 

demonstration 护 “ Dublin

during which “the “British

Embassy “was ˇburnt “down

Proved more threatening thanl

the IRA。

Similarly, the mass

demonstrations around the

1981 Hunger “Strike, which

reached “the 26 Counties and

resulted in the election “of

a hunger striker and another

republican “prisoner to “the

26 ˇCounty parliamenty ˇa5

well “as Bobby Sands to

Westminster,started off the

sSearch for a “political“

solution。 ˇThe “constitut~

ional _nationalists“ - the

southern parties “and “the

SDLP 医 formed the New

Ireland “Forum to think up a

1ifeline for their politics。

REter “the Brighton Bonb in

1984r the British State took

pathtss   
the Rnglo~Irish Rgreement c

Novenbber 1985。

 

 

[ 志洁

HOPPING MAD

What anger on the streets of

Dublin, Which “has “spilled

over “into Fianna Fail, the

main “coalition “partner “in

the Dublin “government, has

done is ˇhamper ˇthe

extradition of Irish

republicans ˇto Uniteda

Kingdom jurisqiction。

Thatcher was reputedly

“hopping “madywhen Dublin「s

Supreme “Court freed two

republicans,Dermot Finucane

and Jim Clarke,in March。In

ear1y Rpril, another

republican,Owen _Carron,Was

also reed。 The Winchester

Three were freed tao bolster

_notion “of

“British _and to

give Political “support to

 

 

MILIIARY TERROR IN WEST BELFAST

  
In an incident “reminiscent

of ˇthe ˇopen ˇmilitary

terrorigm “of “the ˇearly

19708, two “Nest “Belfast

teenagers were killed on “30

September。

Martin Peake (17),Griver of

a stolen car,aqied in a hail

of “bullets firea _without

warning by British

Paratroopers from a ditch by

the side of the road。 The

car rolled to a halt, and

after firing more into “the

car the soldiers dragged out

two wounded girls and “beat

them “_before throwing “them

into the _back of a jeep。

Karen “Reilly (18) was “dead

on arrival at hospital _but

Markievicz Gorman (16) 1ived

to tell the tale。

The British army _claimed

that soldiers were searching

口 .car “at a roadblock “wbhen

the teenagers“car Pulled up

25 yards short。 They “claim

that the car knockea down a

soldier bo approachea 训

and “that “the “paratroopers

opened fire when it “speeded

at a Second Soldter 。

NO ROADBLOCK

ILocal _People say that there

was no roadblock “and “that

two 。sustainea bursts of

automatic fire were “heardu

but no warning。

Nhen “released from hospital

after being detained for

three days with gunshot

wounds _to “both ˇarms,

that there had been neither

a Foadblock nor a Narning。

No injured soldier or second

car have been produced “to

back up the army「s story。

NO SEARCH

The shooting appears to have

been an act of random terror

aimed at the entire “anti~-

untonist Community。 No

attempts were made to Search

the car for weapons and the

Paratroopers must have known

that contained joyriders。

Ms a local ccmmunity “worker

said isnt

solely “confined to West

Belfast.。。I happens

throaghout the E

Counties.。*the crime figures

for “Great

joyriding very much on “the

increase there。 The major

difference is that in “Nest

Belfast “you are Killed for

C

Rt a time When the media are

Playing up Families Against

Intimidation and terror

(FRTT) aS “ “neW “Peace

People“ to attack the “IRAo

with Workerv「s Party

supporter Liam Clarke

angling for “the ˇCiaran

 

McKeown role, this incident

has been a grim reminder “of

Who the REAL terrorists are。

F
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The actiong ofreall

semtites should pat a stop to

the “offensives wagea by
zionists against “opponents
of Israel 。 The

Characterisation “of anti~

zioniem as ˇleft anti~-

semitism“ is “shown E for

the absurd smear江 is by

the real thing。 To equate

the world「s Jews with “the

actions of Ierael is actst

and anti-zionists make “the

aqistinction。 hs such “they

stand in opposition to BOTH

zionists RND ˇanti-semites。

Zionists ˇtry t equate

criticiem “of Israel “with

attacks on all Jews,and use

the “Nazi genocide as a

talieman to warG off

criticism Cf Israeli

atrocities against

Palestinians and “Iebanese。

Rnti~semites USe

Tsrael「s crimes to “justify“

their attacks on Jews。

Zionism「s appalling “record

af “undermining the fight

against anti-~semitism and of

Collaboration “wtth ˇanti~-

semites and fascists -Herz1

with “Von “Plehve; “Neizmann

Mith Evans-Gordon anQd

Balfour} Jabotinskey

(Menachem “Begin「s ˇmentor)

With Petliura,MussolLini and

the Folish

German Zionist “Federation

and the Stern Gang with “the

Nazis - does not stop them

trying ˇto “brand their

opponents anti-semites。

“Searchlight“, Which ˇhas

ˇusea _up _nearly all “its

credibility as an “anti-

fascist magazine in

zionism「s Service, has been

stung by opposition to its

SmearS on “anarchists “and

anti-zionists, but stil1

Peddles zionist Propaganda。

In “the magazine「s July “90

issue it ran a piece “called

“Righting Rnti-semitiemn

which ˇhad “an extremely

Peculiar slant。 It implied

that “anti-semitism “was 巳

Product “whereby after “WWITI

“the Jews“ “became seen “no

“longer “as victims 、“because

 

. conventent

they had “the temerity “to

fight and win a war Cf

national “1iberation and set

up the state of

The 1948 ˇwar “of “conquest

against the indigenous

Population, accompanied “by

atrocities 1ike the infamous

Deir “Yassin “massacre, has

disappeared fram history

here。 “Rnd the terroriet

campaign “of Begin「s “Irguny

Which forceQd British

withdrawal and the DN

Partition Plan, was “anti-

British but not anti-

imperialist。

JEwISH ULSTER

By such acts of “historical

sleight of hand, colonisers

with the goal of a “loyal

Jewish ULster“ in Palestine

become ˇanti-imperialists,

and a fascist butcher 1ike

Begin “becomes a freedom

fighter。

Rnti-semites “_oppose “action

against “Nazi war “criminale

because they sympathise with

them, and simply use the

Irgunvs bombing of the King

David Hotel - British HQ in

Jerusalem - in 1946 as a

excuse。 Rnti-

zionists merely have ˇthe

  

the Ieraeli Defence Forces

of 1948 were composed not of

concentration camp

Survivors, but “of settlers

Who had lived in Palestine

for “years “and “who ˇwould

agree with Weizmann「s

1 description “of the Jews “of

Burope aS

The real relationship

between “Israel “and anti~

semitism in the modern wor1G

can “be “8een “fram its

Gdealings with the

ARrgentinian “Junta of “1976~-

83。 The generals ruling the

country “were neo-nazis “and

although “Jews made up “only

around “18 “of ,Rrgentina「s

Population, they “comprised

108 cf the Junta「s

“Qisappeared「“。

  

   

Jacob Timmerman, editor of

the liberal _newspaper “TLa

Opinionr, was “the ˇonly

Prominent local zionist “to

speak out against this。 The

establishment prided

themselves on the

zionist activities the

terror, taking the

traditional “zionist “stance

that “local _affairs“ were

not theiz

E

 

State“ did nothing to give
the Persecuted “Argentinian

Jews the protection “through

Gdtplamacy that Europe「s Jews

had “lacked。 There “was “no

international campaign “to

saye “Rrgentinian “Jews and

Timmerman was even “attacked

in the USR as a troublemaker

for his stance。

Tsrael “continued “to “have

normal qiplomatic “relations

with Argentina throughout

this period。 Indeed,Ierael

was the biggest armes

supplier。

INTERNATIONALISM

Those “Who oppose raciem and

 

fascism (of which ˇanti-

semitism “is a bedrock

Principle) are likely to be

internationalists and “anti-

imperialists, and therefore

anti-zionists。 Zionist

opposition to anti-semitism

by contrast, is going to be

determinea “by whether, and

how。 训 can be exploited to

serveˇthe interests of “the

Israeli state。

    

“Searchlight“「s ˇstance 。is

cone case Point。 M second

produced by anti-zionist

Jews ˇ(including Israeli

socialists) which has “been

bannea by the National DUnion

of Students on the basis of

the zionist Union of Jewish

Jav

WsewywS

4orwta

The peculiar idea of “anti-

semiticn Jews is

zationalised through ˇthe

concept of “self-hatrear, a

term “with “the unfortunate

origin of being applied “by

the Third Reich to anti-Nazi

Germansy

In “declaring “our “anti~

zionism as well as our anti~

fascism, “that “we

  

 

have made the_consistency of

sSuch a Position “clear

Israel Sti11 has     

   

 

  

 

Gemocratic Circles, and

s&ionists “are skilled 。in

edquating “criticism _of 。it

with In an

upcoming issue “of “DR“ we

will “show _how “that “image

 

   

Students「 “charge of “anti~ squares with reality。

semitism Which is

unfounded。 NR,H London DRM

Whos Who:与 :

* “Iheodore ˇHerzl was the “ Jabotinsky was the founder
founder of political zionism

and “helped “the ˇInterior

Minister of Tzarist “Russia,

Won “PLehve,( “vho had . been

responsible for the “pogzom

at “Kishiney。 “one of “the

worst “examples af “anti~-

Jewish “violence before “the

Nazis ) suppress Jewish

criticism _of “the ˇRussian

regime。

。Chaim Weizmann was Herz1「s

WNorld _Zionism and followed

the tradition Of trying “to

found a for “the

zionists by doing deals with

despots; ˇBalfour “was “the

British minister who issued

a declaration of support for

a ˇJewish Homel 达

Palestine, B s-GorGon was

the leader of “the British

Brotherhood, an anti-semitic

group; “both were supporters

cof “the“1905 Act

hwhich imposed ˇracist

immigration _controls on Jews

fleeing “pogroms “- Neizmanm

helped ˇwhitewash ˇthem。

     

of Revisionist Zioniem。 He

collaborated with Simon

PFetliura the “anti-semitic

Ukrainian nationaltst

(fought by Nestor “Malthno)

whose army was notorious for

Pogroms; ˇhe also “courted

Mussolini「s influence in

securing Palestine and had a

brownshirted youth “movement

called BETRR modelled _on

fasctst stormtroopers。

。 The “German Zionist

approached the

Nazis to represent Germany「s

Jews as it was racist “and

opposed “assimilation ˇand

E marriagqes 。

* Ihe Stern Gang split from

Begin「s terrorist group the

TIrgun in Palestine during

NWWII and immediately

contacted _Nazi “agents in

Lebanon offering an alliance

with “Nazi “Germany “against

the Britishy the

organisation ˇwas leQ by

Beginvs as

Prime Minister, Zitzhak

Shamtir。

  

 

  



DIRECT ACTION No68
 

 

LETTERS

 

Dear DR,

The Publication seems to be

going “dowm _hill “lately。

Rpart from the crap “1ayout

and ˇabysmal ˇproduction

..quality “there is a note of

1iberalism creeping into its

Pages。

First we have “someone, Who

remains anonymous,

advocating ˇthe ˇliberal

concept “of in

“Knee-capped“ “(DR 66), now

we have “Richard“ saying “we

Gemand “certain laws “to be

implemented for our benefit“

by the bosses or the state。

This E not the

anarchosyndicalist “position

训 is portrayed as。

ILaws ˇregarding “employment

can be useful as a generally

accepted ˇstandard for

conditions or as a Fight

that should be fought for。

The bosses habitually break

as many 1aws aS they can “if

they know about them at all。

For example, “my “employer

(Labour controlled Haciney

Council), “makes illegal

Geductions from pay without

notice as a matter of

Ccourse。Mo amount of demands

for the implementation

the Payment of Nages “RCt

confidence to go for “the

revolLution。

Come on, DR “readers, more

hard,practical,agqitational

articles “and “less woolly

1Liberalism,please。

NR,N London DRM

PS。 Can we ˇhave 。an

explanation _of the Readers

Soapbox feature2

REPLY: We believe that a

vital part of the role of an

 

n

Even on “my TUC Stage “One

Shop “Stewards! course 。we

were taught that it is up to

workers to ENFORCE laws “or

collective agqreements, not

to demand the boss does。

The anarchosyndicalist

Position is,of course。that

laws ˇachieve nothing “and

that rights can only “be

gained and enforced 。by

airect action。

Tn

Rudolf “Rocker i1lustrates

this on “the level “of

political action, “but 训

applies equally well to the

smallest ˇdetail of “working

conditions。 The key to the

enforcement of rights is a -

consensus among the “workers

involved ˇthat they wil1

fight for them。 A law is an

indicator of what the bosses

cannot openly deny and they

uSually contain more

Gisadvantages for the

working class “than “rights

(which “we have already wony

or “they “would “not be

legislated) 。

Our objective should “never

be the enforcement of “laws,

rather “the development of a

Political consciousness

among workers which

recognises “rights that must

be ˇfought for, and “which

seeks them “through “Qirect

-action_which -builds--the -

 

  

  

 

Dearest DR,

Im “writing in reply to an

article in “DR67 “entitled

Out t y 6 “te

banner “Reader「s Soapbox“。

Firstly, the _pun in the

title smacked of school _boy

humour, and wasnt relevant

to the article。 The

Proverbial closet needs “to

be smashed to win, not come

cout of。 .Gay people have been

closetted not by themselves,

but by predjudice and laws。

Secondly, “we “oppose “all

1laws asS Such but“leaves a

lot “to be “adesired。

anarchosyndicalists we

should “be aiming at “all

times to Limit the power the

state has Over our 1iveS。To

advocate laws Which

supposealy ˇbenefit ˇthe

working class is to pander

to naive reformism。RLL 1aws

should be seen as the tools

o “the state, not “the

revolutionary。

WNhile Sametimes we Can “malke

use of existing laws to our

benefit「 we should never be

trapped into.believing__that

 

legislation is (eg: the Race

Relations “Act), these “are

double-edgead “blades, and

they are weighted in the

favour。

Surely「, aS ˇwe wish to “see

our “class fighting the

bosses directly and “taking

the struggle into theirz own

hands, we “shouldn「t “be

advocating more of the

Nhat We are for 8 not “more

laws “but “working ˇclass

direct action to SeCure OuY

future。 If there E

Predjudice and

discrimination,we Should be

fighting with education,

agitation and organisation。

How can we fight homophobia

and “Qiscrimination in “the

workplace (especially no

that “we “have ˇan RTDS

epidemic being blamed solely

on gay men), if we ask for

the struggle to be taken out

of the workplace? The writer

in ˇthe second half _of “the

article says this anyway 一

can “he not See that the 1aw

he is advocating will “have

the effect of nullifying our

combative effectiveness?

The words “1f the law ts not

appliedy we must use direct

action“are the crux of _the

matter。The law as such, ie

illegal to discriminate

againet

士Heignored by the bosses (as

is the Race Relations Act) 。

Nhen we try in the workplace

to “defend ˇthe right of a

worker against

discrimination, we“11 find

i a Gam “sight “harder

because we have played into

the bosses「 hands。 Ne「11

find other workers declaring

that a laW exists to protect

people against this sort of

thing, and _IT will sort it

cout “so Why,take “action?

We「11 also find that “People

who are dtscriminated

against Will _not look “to

other workers -to 。Protect

them,but to the 1aw。

 

“We should not be saying “1f

,the law is not applied“ -

fuck the lawy “Use airect

action in the first Place,

it「ll save time。

Iastly, as an

anarchosyndicalist, 工 don「t

believe_in )piles! on which

bottom。 Al1 “atta On Our

class and all _encroachments

by the “state on our “1ives

must be fought “with “edqual

and determined struggle。

There is no “single most

important tssue“ “except

winning the class war。 The

issues of the day are “the

battleground on Which 。we

fight, but if we wish to see

“freedom “which is regulated

by free people through “free

agqreements“, the “war “must

first be won。

Mick,Sheffield

  

 

Dear DR,

I was very Pleasea to ind

an article“in _your Paper

that attempted to raise some

of the issues around Lesbian

and “gay 1iberation。 R rare

event for any Publication of

the anarchist tradition*

It is true the MWG did stick

their head out of the closet

in SFB No.2。 Only time wil1

tell “whether “they will

emerge into the real “debate

out here, or whether “they

will rejoin the other “left

groups packed in the closet 。

5 oild 一clenriy :e

impossible to deal in _one

letter “with many o the

important issues raised “by

Richard。 One of the topice

immediate “interest to “your

readers: “the “attitudes of

left “groups “towards ˇthe

lesbian and gay movement。

Richard「s ˇletter ˇattacks

other “groups on the left,

naming the ˇSWP and WP “for

their inconsistent 1ine “on

sexual politics。 In view of

this specific reference, i

is worth noting that “since

the turn of the century all

of “the “organisea left,

including ˇ_the ˇanarchist

tradition, has consistently

failed to seriously “develop

巳 revolutionary

understanding of human

sexuality and the wor1d-wide

emergence of a lesbian “and

gay identity ih particular。

The blosscming in the late

60s of a militant force “of

People rejecting

institutionalised

heterosexual monogamy,

characterised by - slogans

such “aS “Make LIOve Not War“

and “organisations “Such “as

the Gay Liberation “Front,

Shook the established

“Libertarian“ movements “of

the time。

These groups。Such as the IS

(forerunner “the ˇSNP)

either attempted to ignore

the struggle and

characterise 训 as “petit-

bourgeois「,or superficially

_Exied _tp understand
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瓦 , Hsentially Efe

ˇmajority if not all “these

groups rejected the issues,

seeing the struggle “as

merely another “recruiting

ground for theip “particular

sect。

IE “could even be argued

that, on thts issue, these

groups policed the

established left in its _own

interests

those of the ruling “class。

The monopoly of “organised

Politics ˇby individuals

Predominantly from a “small

section “of “society 〈ie

White,male,heterosexual1y~

orientated and Possibly

middle “class) may suggest a

reason for their hostility

and consequent neglect of an

understanding and debate “on

human sexuality-

Richard「s plea to prioritise

such a debate and _reject

“tail-ending“ lesbian _and

gay struggles appears to “be

the first step towards a

more “Productive “pericd “of

struggle and growth。

I fear

criticiem

however, that the

of other left

especially ˇthe

xzeference “to merely “tail~-

ending“ struggles and

forgetting the issues raised

i the lull bebween, could

at present be a criticiem

,levelled by other groups at

1DRM-

9Koups。

, 工sincerely hope that “the

important issues raised “by

the article take firm “_root

amongst “your readership and

specifically Your

organisation。 工 look forward

to ˇˇthe ˇemergence ˇof

consistent, “Practical “and

theoretical contributions to

an understanding and

development of the lesbian

and “gay struggle Erom “the

anarchist tradition。

ILOve,

.Ciarariv -Manchester

and “ultimately 「

 



 

DIRECT ACTION N968
 

 
LETTERS

  

Dear DR,

I Wtsh ˇto ˇexpress ˇmg

objections to an article

DR66 entitled “Constructive

The ˇauthory

Wilst promising “to grant

“everybody「s right to choose

the labour (and thus 1ife)

most suited to them“,in his

free, anarchosyndicalist

society, wishes to leave

People “who。 though fully

capable “of work, desire to

have ˇtheir “rzight of

indolence“ and to “die “of

starvation。

This is an infringement “of

“freedoam “of “choice“ “anQ

introduces a _need “for an

“official“definition of the

terms ,capable of work and

“socially useful“ as s/he

Fut them, giving ˇrise to

bureaucracy and even

fasciem。

This “is Wide open to

corruption,greed,etc。Mhat

shall be society「s method of

starving these “people2 How

Go you exclude people frcm

being allowed to actually

eat? “Maybe a tattoo on the

forehead? Gaol2 Very

worrying >

Of much more dire

 

   

C河in such a

Society,。 for the qualities

that 〔could and would) make

1ife E wonderful 。

Mctivities 1ike art

1iterature,。 poetry, musicy

Fhilosophy,science and even

entertainment。

I “am “not “so Sure of “the

necessity of the latter “(in

a free society】 but “these

are vital to 1ife now and in

“the future。 Without them it-

is to be merely existence,

yet again。Only a truly free

society “can let them “truly

Prosper and grow and if this

Particular anarchist society

cannot quench basic “thirsts

1ike expression and

knowledge,then it is surely

not worthy of contemplation。

On a mare technical note “is

the ˇwhole ˇwork-community

environment “in an anarchist

society。 If “the ˇcorrect

eSourCeS are used and

research, technology and

Nknowledge constructively

applied “and “directed, and

obviously the falling _avway

of “the _neead for a huge

amount of human and “natural

resources exploited and

wasted in todays inefficient

world, then there wil1 “not

be ˇthe need for everyone to

Go so mueh work at “all。 工

Gon「t need to remind you “of

the ˇartificial state of

scarcity “imposed on us “and

 

theiz reasons for doing so。

Mlso, the numiber of *non-

workers! “wil1 not Come near

any worrying levels。 Nork

will not be as it is “today,

a “Place ˇof -despair,

monotony,

necessity,

degradation and futility。

In fact, I believe the vast

majority “of People 。will

actually choose to work,not

for “reasons as is often the

case ˇtoday (survival,

security, greed,

materialism, routine,

community/social ˇpressure,

“status or simply that they

have nothing else in their

1ives) because work will no

longer “_be _an cbject “of

exploitation,oppression and

waste、

People will wish to work for

its inherent effects;

contributing to the

community and good of “all,

the “sense “of achievement ,

the interest, the mental

stimulation; “as Peaple wi11

choose the work and “hence

1ife style they feel

make them happiest。

工 believe “this is 。an

important “topic that “needs

more thought and discussion,

as “surely the A

oandPyour 1ife

“a8youfeelmost contents -

M “truly free,“anarchist

society “can and must “cater

for such a tiny minority “if

讨 is to be loyal to its,

most “basic principles anQ

have any chance of survival 。

o get if wrong and “decay

Dack “to capitalism would

sSurely be “a crime against

Thanks for the

Never give up,

RS,Preston

NOTE: For reasons af _apace

this letter has been cat。
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Marxissmo

 

M Czitique af by Sam

Dolgoff,27 pages。Rvailable

from “AMK Distribution, 3

Balmoral Place, Stirling,

Scotland,Price 90p plus 30p

Postage。

The title of this “pamphlet

is a 1ittle misleading as it

would be Gdifficult to offer

a comprehensive critique of

Marxism in such short

essay。 李 E
      

econcmic 标 EC3

ideasimost central to Marx「s

ideas ˇand “those“ of 。 his

followers。

He demonstrates the

inadequacies cf s

central theories as “regards

giving an accurate “account

of historical or

Geveloping a theory of how

society can be changead。 In

the Process “Dolgoff “shows

how many of Marx and Engels「

followers have realised “the

Problems with their theory

Eut have ˇstill called

themselyes Marxists (while

advocating ideas

contradictory to those of

the guru)。 However,Dolgoff

does not go into a critique

of Leninism,Which is surely

the major strand of Marxiem

today。

Despite its limited scope

this Pamphlet is ˇa

reasonable “starting ˇpoint

for “libertarians wanting to

Gevelop theoretical

criticism _of “Marxtism, “as

well E historical

criticisms (First

International , Ukraine,

Spain,Stalinism,etc.)。

NB。It would be nice to see

an “english “translation “of

Gaston “Leval「s Falacia del

which Dolgoff

quotes。

PauLl。S。Zorks DRM

AMRocRiNT

 

 

 
 
 

 

Worker/ASP) ,

from RSP。
32 Pages,“50p

Tsaac Puente was a “Basque

doctor “and agitator in pre-

Revolutionary Spatn。

“Libertarian Communism! “was

first “widely qistributed in

1932 and is thought to ˇhave

been quite ˇinfluential “in

shaping 1ibertarian ideas in

Spain。

n the Puente

confronts many 一
C s

ideas, and contrasts the 

 

Pamphlet is yery e

and Girect, _but does suffer

fram the Point of yiew “of

concentrating on the Spanish

situation _as opposed to

elsewhere。

However, Puente「s ˇwork “is

pk -pst ,李 historical

exhibit, but the outline of

a very basic that

Years and shows what can be

Gone “ta “communicate “basic

revolutionary ideas to

ordinary ˇPeople。 R “gooQ

read。

PanlL。

 

Intifada: The

Dprising “Against Israeli

Occupatian。 Eaitea Dgy

Zachary ˇIockman “_and Joel

Beinin。 Publishea by “IB

Tauris。兵5.95。

This book “is“both highly

informative ˇand excellant

value - over 400 “pages for

less than 6 “quid。 It is

Produced by the publishers

of Midale East Report,which

is a US-based magazine which

covers and analyses the real

Political “situation in “the

region “and how “让 effects

the 1ives of its

inhabitants。 It “is widely

   

 

  

respected ˇand “generally

accepteQ a5 an

authoritative SOurCe cf

information Second to none。

The book is worthy of such a

reputation and “is Part1y

based _on articles from “the

magazine。 Contributors

include Noam Chomsisy,Edwara

Said “and _numerous “other

PFalestinians and Israeli and

Rmerican Jews -

E Covers eye-witness

accounts “of “the “uprising,

its context in the Ierael

occupation of the “post-1967

territories, its effect on

“special zelationship*

“ and “_how “the “Intifada “has

changed the political map of

the Middle East。

It is very readable and each

section “_is “Prefaced 。by

striking imagery ˇfronm

Photographs and “Palestinian

Poetry。It is equally useful

both as an introduction “to

the “subject and as a Source

og“new insights for olQ

hands

NR
一一一ee

ANTIT WAR

GROUP

Rn Rnti Gulf War Group “has

been set up in Burnley。

We ˇcondemm “nct

only ˇ“and

Rmerican war efforts but

also stand against using the

UN as a vehicle for “peace

talks。

Our “aim is to ˇmobilise

working class opposition “to

the war showtng that British

and “US ˇinvolvement has

nothing to do with the so-

callea 1liberation _of “the

Kuwaiti People Dbut

everything “to ao ˇwith

maintaining ˇthe “supply of

oil _tc _the West ˇ

We “meet every Wednesday at

-the Swan “Inn, St “James

 ̌Street,Burnley,at 7.30 Pm。

the EalestinianandIsrae1i

  
between “Israel and the US, 9
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_ Offer to our reader

 

, MRDRTD, SPRIN

随11 receive a free copy of

lone ˇof the following ˇbooks

|(all in Spanish)。 Please

inaicate ˇwhich book ˇyou

would like to receive:

EL Rpoyo Mutuo,factor

de evolucion,

Kropotktin (345 pages )

Congreso Confederal Ge
 

Zaragoza (223 “pages)

Brevario del

Pensamiento Educativo

ILibertario, Tina

Tomasi (236 pages)

Nacionalimperialigmo y

movimiento “cbrera “en

Buropa _hasta “Gespues

Ge le segunda _gquerra

mmundial , Gomez “Casas

(286 pages)

Relanziamiento Ge CNT,

Gomez Casas(286 pages )

蛭 ˇEstado ˇen “1a

Historia,Gaston Leval

(296 pages ) :
  

 

If you support Direct Action

and want to help it continue

and Prosper,cne way you can

show 训 is to take out a

P 医   

TIf you take out a Supporters

Sub now you will receive 口

copy of the book, A Year af

Our Lives, the story of the

Miners Strike in a Doncaster

Pit village。

S0SCRTPrIoNg RATRS

CK

6 v 周3。50
  

  

 

12 。 *吴5。00

SUPPORTERS SUB.。 *E12。00

EUROPE:~

12 o

N/S AMERTICR:-

12

REST OF NWORLD:~

12 dssuesras二300

Send to: DR。FO Box 106,

Rotherham S60 1NN。

Cheques Payable to DRM。

DONRTTONS RECETVED ˇTHTS

MONTH:

Foll Tax _demonstrators 6 2。50

Haringey Heckler 土 5.00

Rnonymous S

AB,London 长 20.00

FS,Iondon 土 4.00

RSW,Bradfore E 4.00

RF,East Sussex 丶 6.00

TOTAL 卡 42.25

Thank you to all those “wiho

sent us Gonations。 We still

need lots more

 

    

  

  

     

  

  

 

     

  

 

The Direct Action “Movement

was formed “in 1979 by “the

Syndicalist Workers Federat~-

ion “and “other “groups “and

inaividuals believeing in

the the principles of

anarchosyndicalism。 The DRM

is “the british section _of

the ˇInternational _Norkers

Association (IMR)。 The IRR,

formed _in 1922, presently

has Sections “in France

Spainv Italy, ˇNorway,

Denmark, Germany (Rast and

West), Japan, - Rustralia,

RArgentina, Erazil “and “the

ˇand _a Provisional

sSection in Finland。

TB Secretariat:

Fostfach 10 12 23。

5000 Koln 1。

 

Carlton, Notts NG4 38NW 。

106, Rotherhanmi S60 1NW 。

* for contacts in “Corby,

Scunthorpe 匹 Leamington Spa

write “to Central Region

Secretary c/o Notts DRM

Ieeds DRM, Box DRM,52 Call

brough DRM, c/o Leeds DRM 。

Secretary c/o Leeds DRM

ESP RBcToN-

5 Hollin Hill1,

  

Burnley,

DRM, FO Box 110, Liverpool

IL69 8DP 。 DRM,Fo

Box 29, SW FPD0O, Manchester

ML5 ,Preston DRM, FO “Box

E

: cgh DRM, FO Box “516,
 

^ Glasgow DRM, FO Box 239,

Glasgow G3 6RR
 

ri0Miht三一

.London SE4 1DL 。East London

Soath Yorkshire DRM, FO Box

Teicester DRM,C/o Notts DRM

Leeds “LS2

for contacts in Bradford and

Huddersfield “write to “NE

Iancs 。 Liverpool

172, Preston, Iancs “PR1 。

for ˇcontacts ˇin ˇBury,

Cunmbria, Lancaster, SalforQ

and “Stockport “write to NW

Secretary c/o Manchester DRM

Southwest DO,Edinburgh EH10

IE you 1ike the sound “of

what ˇRnarcho-syndicalists

have “to say and would “1ijke

to find out more about “the

ideas and activities of the

Direct “Action “Movement

International WNorkers

Rssociation, you can 、 write

to ˇthe DRM ˇ National

Secretary or “to 。

nearest local “group or

relevant industrial contact。

 

Soouragnsr:

Norwich ˇDRM, FO Box 73,

Norwich ˇNRL 2EB 。 South

ic shire “DRM, FO Box

245,ˇ StE Rlbans, Herts 。

Deptfara _DRM, FO Box “574,

 

DRM, 84b ˇNhitechapel High

St, London “ElL 79X 。 North

Iondon DRM,c/o 187 High Rd,

London N22 。 South London

DRM, PO Box 76L1,Camiberwe11

SD0, ILondon _N22 。 for

contacts in Kent and Reading

write to SE Region Secretary

c/o North LIondon DRM

SDoreggsr:

Bristol DRM,37 Stokescroft,

Bristol 。for contacts in

Somerset and Plymouth write

to Bristol DRM

IRD0SIRIAL-

DRM “Council Workers c/o N。

London or Manchester DRM 。

DRM Despatch Workers c/o

Deptford DRM 。

DRM Railway Workers c/o

Manchester DRM

OmagR cogrcrs:

Tndustry “Workers

Dnian, FO Box “574, London

SE4 。Rnti Huclear Network,

Box 30, 187 High Rd,London

N22 。 RSP ˇ(anarchist

Publishers), BQM Box 3714,

London WClN 3XX 。Black Flag

(anarchist month1y), BM

Hurricane,London NCIN 3XX 。

Organise (anarchosyndical-

ists), 7 “Winetavern St,

Belfast 1 , North West

Tndependent Education

Nebwork, FO Box 29,SNW PD0,

Manchester ML5 S5HNW。
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AlMS

AND

PRINCIPLES

1 “ The Direct hction Movenent
扩 a working class organisation。
2 , Our aim s the creation of &
free and classless society。
3 。 Me are fighting to abolish
the state,-capttalisn and wage
slavery ip their forms ana
Feplace them Dy self-managed
Production for need not Profit。
4 。 h order to hring about the
new social crder, the workers
must take over the means of
Production and distzribution。 陈
are the sworn enenies of those
Mho would take over on behalf of
the workers。
5 , 映 believe that the only way
for the working class to achieve
this s Dy ˇindependent
organisation ip the workplace
ana the community and federation
with others 圩 the same industry
and locality,independent ot ana
opposed to all political parties
and trade union ureaucracies。
Mll such workers! organisations
must ˇ“be 。controlled by “the
Morkers themselyes and must
unite zather than aivide the
workers movement。 Rny and all
such delegates of such workers ,
organisations mst be subject t
dmmediate recall by the workers。
6 , M are opposed to aL1 states
and “state institutions。 。The
working class has no country。
The clase struggle is worldwide
and recognises “na artificial
boundaries。 The ˇarmies and
Police _of all states _do not
exist to Protect the workers oE
those states,they exdist only as
the repressive anm of the ruling
class。
7 , 际 oppose racisn, sexxianu
militarism and all attitudes anel
jnatitutiona “that stana in the

edquality and the right of
口l People everynhere to control
theiz cwm ltves and environment。
8 ˇThe Direct ction Movement
坳 zesolved ˇta , inittate,
encourage 。and 。wihboleheartealy
support ˇthe ˇcreation of

 

independent ˇˇunions
hasead “on the Principles “of
anarchorsyndicalien。
9 , ˇThe Direct Action Movement
坭 a federation of groups “and
inaividuals mho believe 训 “the
Principles eof anarcho-
symdicalisn: a system mhere the
workers alone control industry
ana the communtty -Without the
aictates ˇof ˇpoliticians,
Dureaucrats, poeses and sco-
called experts。

Produced anad Publishea by

the Direct Actian Editorial

Collective (South “Yorkshire

and ˇˇManchester)。 RILL

correspondence FO Box

106,Rotherham S60 1NW-

Printed by Clydeside “Press,

37 High St,Glasgow。
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I is Gver口 year since the .

Tory-dominated Association

of Local Ruthorities “bopoed

and

“

jeeread at

。

Nitholas

Ridley for refusing to grant

them “the 1 billion they

said

introduce “the poll “tax。

since “then, millions of

pounds have been hacked “off

the education and “welfare

budgets of Britain「s major

cities。

This decimation of “social

services “comes Purely as 2

result of the Iudicrous cost

and inefficiency of the Poll

Tax system。 The cuts were

based “on calculations Which

preaicted that poll tax non~-

Payment would be only

slightly “higher than “rates

non-payment 。

Now

「

at least 10 million

people in “England “have

joined the 1 million i

Scotland in the non-payment

campaign, and the number of

Gdefaulters is growtng every

week。 Ruthorities are

realising that the Swingeing

cuts they have already “made

will “not “be enough to

balance their books。

BANKRUPT

Scottish

ˇ

Ruthorities

ˇ

are

already deeply in debt after

2 years of frantic borrowing

to cover the massive Iefusal

top pay the Foll Tax。 50

aeeply in debt “that「 for

scme of them, bankruptcy is

just around the corner。 Rnd

this miserly government

cannot be zelied “upon “to

bail them out forever。

Labour Councils “are cf

course, suffering just “a6

badly as Tory councilsv「 and

this is one of the Feasons

why Labour won「t Support the

non-payment campaign。

Margaret

“

Hoage, “吊 “the

recent Iabour Party

conference「 slapped the

wrists of middle class “non~-

payers “by telling 。themw

sJust remeniber, every pound

you“choose not to pay 46

Pound lost t0 those who most

eed it*“ “(through Social

they needeQ 4

_services) 。

David BLunkett,

ˇ

Labour「S

Poll Tax Spakesman clings to

the same “argument。 “Non-

payers。, he ˇclaims, are

playing into

ˇ

Thatcher「s

hands by allowing her to

destroy local services “and

blams somebody else。 0f

course,Thatcher will try to

do just this,but it was her

government which decided to

introduce a flat Fate local

tax, which inevitably means

that the poor Pay more “and

the zich pay “less。 be

average

ˇ

local

“

authority

charge is around .100 higher

than “central government「s

charge is ˇonly around 。20

higher than “the

ˇ

ˇToxry

average。 Thatcher「8 excuses

are wearing thin。

NO ALTERNATIVE

Rs a result of her decade in .

Power, the Foll “Tax E

unfeasible。 The poor cannot

afford “to pay ˇfor the

services they need, but the

zich are no longer asked tD。

It is for the sake of “the

millions wWho “just“ˇ “cannot

afford to Pay「 the millions

more who would find very

aifficult to pay「 and “for

all working People who “Wil1

suffer as a result of “the

loss of jcbs ana services

he

“

0

诊

Ct being

(regardless of non-payment) 。

that “we must all refuse E

To borrow Thatcher「s Phrase

“there is no alternative1 。

Working people realise that

让 is not just the Tory

party that they have “to

fight, 让 is the entire

establishment, the “State

ditself Which we must defeat。

qhe fabour Farty,as Part of

the establishment, will not

support the fight。

are not only

bending

ˇ

but

ˇ

flagrzant1Y

breaking theizr own

“

law “in

order “to speed p “court

hearings and prosecute “non~-

Payers。

The Civil Service has “been

granted “unrestrained Powers

to pry into our supposedlY

private records, and

。

is

using this Power

enthusiastically。The PoLice

deliberately Provoke

violence “at anti-PoLl ,Tax

demonstrations。 Each “and

every armm “of “the “octopus

state 38 doing its best to

crush the rebellious -working

class, but still we “are

The Rnti-Poll Tax “movementt

is undoubtedly large enough

to force the repeal of “the

tax, but 训 will be a long

battle。 The enormous damage

being “inflictea by “this

unworkable tax

“

can be

concealed

ˇ

by government

bribes and “corruption “for

some time yet。 Even with an

early election and a Labour

victory We、can expect

“

吊

least another 3 years “

this hatea tax, and “the

struggle may “take & gooa

deal longer-

Rs councils become ever more

“ desperately short of “cash

they are beginning _to se
we

 

cuts in services as & threat

to non-payers: “Stop “the

campaign or we!11 close Gown

the schools「。 The prospect

of the complete collapse of

local government is just one

of “the profound effects the

Poll Tax is

BREAKING THE LAW

For “the first “time

“

iph

decades, the “working class

is finding that it has the

economic “muscle to fight

back。 The long-established

attitude that “whatever YOur

Politics you must cbey “the

law「 is dying out。

The traditional “idea “that

nmothing can be Gone without

leaders is also being Pushea

aside。 The Rnti-Foll “Tax

movement

“

is lead by “its

grassroots meanipers。 Its

self-appointed spokespersons

from leftist cliques such as

the Militant Tendency “are

largely ignored。 They are of

mcst “use bo the “government

mo vanguard bo speak or act

for them。 We are doing 气

aamn “good jcb of destroying

the Foll Tax ourselves。

 

maSS

democracy,with no elites or

figqureheads,has always been

the “cornerstone “of the

1ibertarian Cconmunism for

organisationy

which “the Direct “Rction

Movementt stands。 True

bullying State flung in the

Gustbin of history, “is the

only “way our class can

achieve freedom, wWealthu

jnstice and peace。

SELF-ORGANISATION

This is the lesson we “are

learning from the Poll “Tax。

We can and “must “organise

courselves outside parliament

with its braying hypocrites

ana “ruthless manipulators。

We need no leaders _we neea

no parties。 Estates

ˇ

and

Conmmunities all “over “the

country “are learning

。

to

defenad themselves against

bailiffs, magistrates “and

other legalised bandits。

The ˇstruggle Will “become

harder councils Cut

deeper and deeper into vital

social services, but

whatever tactics they use to

try to force us to Pay,。 the

need and “the “desire “for

revolution, the only escape

from our Perpetual

exploitation。 Will “become

greater。 *

Nick,Manchester DRM

m

 


