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"It's up to you not to heed
the Call Up,

'n you must not act the way
you were brought up.
Who gives you work and why

should you do it?
at 55 minutes paSt. eleven....

we say: Hup, two, three,
four, fuck the Marine Corps:

saooone in the US Army knows

a good tune when they hear
one, though the lyrics and

sentiments of the songs are

obviously way over their
head. We'd suggest another
old Clash song called ''!he
Call Up' for the grunts

,sweating in the Arabian

Desert. It goes like this:

- and the sight of petty
pred.jOOiced middle classes
in full swing. Needless to,

•say, none of the so called

tory leaders dared to shOw
their faces.

MUST PAY'
I

guards to get through the

crowd.

'!he anger directed at these
people often turned to

derision on that day for the
pathetic arguments they used

tlANJ)S OF': 1R1G.!

TORY STROLL

en Tuesday 7 November the

Tories in Scotland organised

a National DeIoonstration For
the Poll Tax with slogans
like 'Can Pay Must Pay' and

'What Do we Want? warrent

Sales' ~

'!he tories then marched to
the Regional CoImcil, a
three minute stroll,

accanpanied by anti- p:>11
tax banners and a large
p:>lice 'presence. enee there,

they had to be protected by

A certain aroount of
anticipation prevailed all

around. At last we were
going to see the enemy face
to face. '!he 'National'
dertalstration started at the

roound where between 20 and

30 tories assembled and

listened to speeches by

prospective parliamentary
candidates, which was
drowned out by about 125

anti-poll tax activists

chanting:

So it would seem that

Washington Bullets
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'CAN PAY

Funnily enough, when the

Marines had General Noriega
(another US prodigy) holed

up in Panama they blasted

another Clash classic, 'I
Fought the Law' into the
Vatican &nbassy canpound so

old Pineapple Face couldn't
get any sleep.

'!he radio station for US

forces in the Gulf

a~ently uses 'Rock the'

Casbah' by '!he Clash as its
signature tune. Quite
ironic, since the S<Xlg is
about the overthrow of tha
Shah of Iran, a former US
p.1ppet in the Middle East.

expected to pay the Poll Tax

for that period~

So forget organising
reception ccmnittees for the
bailiffs and getting

workplace anti-p:>ll tax

groups together, all you
need do is hop on the next

international flight and get
yourself taken hostage by a
hostile f6reign government.

As this was announced in the

week of 'Ihatcher' s

resignation, should we take
this as a special farewell

gesture of charity fran our

once great leader'1 We think
we should be told.

Gr:eece - '!here have been at
least two major

dem:>nstrations against Greek

involvement in the Gulf war.
ene had 3 - 4000 people on

it, the other about 1500.

Sprln - 2000 people marched

in Madrid in mid Septeri:ler

'against the deployment of
Spanish warships to the
Gulf. In Barcelona 3000 took

part in a dem:nstration

called by parents of
conscripts being sent to the

Gulf.

Contact Mo

liar aIt the Class war at HI

8884.. Lcodao 1ClJI 3XX.

Britain - en 6 october 350

people marched in Fdinburgh,
against the war as did

another 350 in Manchester.
'!here were also smaller
dem:>nstrations in Norwich

and Sheffield. en 21

September Mo war aIt the

Class war pick~ted the

I.ondcn headquarters of BP•

'!heir leaflet said "we won't
die for oil profits - Class

war not Oil War" and

supported strikers on the
North Sea oil rigs whilst
opposing war in the Middle

East oilfields.

llDBtrc1l.ia - Terry Jones, a'
,sailor, is on trial for

going A~L frem a war ship
• destined f~r the Gulf. He

said he was not prepared to

die "to protect US oil
lines".

Japm A shipnent of
supplies to US troops was

- delayed in early September

when seafarers refused to
leave p:>rt without an
additional 3~ wage rise to
canpensate for the military

nature of the journey.

A fligh t to Baghdad,

please.

'Ihe Government has announced

that British hostages held
in Iraq should not be

mr. - By 24 September there
had alreildy been over 200

local actions in the US

against the war including a
dem:nstration of 2000 people
in New York and 1700 in

Berkeley, california. US

Marine Jeff Patterson is
facing ex>urt. marshall for

refusing to fight for
"American profits and cheap

oil". Write to the o-ittee
to Defend Jeff' Pat:t.eaIan clo
Brlc 5eitz.. 820 Jti.liaoi,
Suite TI4.. liJnDl.ulu., BA.,

mr. for IOOre infonnation on
him and other reservists who

have refused to fight. ("I'd
,like sane of those
Congressmen cane out here
with all that patriotism, to

feel the heat in the desert.
It doesn't seem right to me.
I '~ rather folks paid roore
for their oil than pay for
their oil with my life." ­
US soldier in saOOi Arabia.)

ANl'I GULF WAR ~ FRCM

AROUND THE \'DUD

B;mgladpsb - At least 50
people were injured in I:1laka

en 3 September when p:>lice
fought daoonstrators

protesting the despatch of
1200 troops to the Gulf. '!he

clash occurred during an 8

hour general strike.

DIRECT ACTION NQ69

ANTI-WAR
NEWS

Baghdad APT1~T

P.I:imce - '!he departure of
,French grourxl forces for
saudi Arabia was delayed

when seafarers en a car
ferry requisitioned !ran
Corsica to cany troops
demanded danger m::>ney before
agreeing to sail. '!he ferry
was delayed a further 12

hours on 21 September by

dockers in Toulon who are

o~ed to the war. en 18

September 2000 marched in
Paris against the war.
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"Searchlight"' Bans Black Anti-Fascists
Members of Newham lobnitoring

Project and other black
groups were denied entry to
a pililic meeting on rising

anit-semitism in Bri'tain

held at Ilford Federation

Synagogue on 24 October.

'!his meeting was organised

by the Jewish Awareness
Group and advertised in

"Searchlight" magazine.
Newham lobnitoring Project
has alWays supported anti­

racist meetings and
demonstrations and went
along in solidarity with

this latest initiative,

hoping to build links with
all genuine anti-racists.

POLICE CALLED

To our ,surprise and horror,

three of us were banned fran:

the meeting by security

guards under orders fran the
organisers and Gerry Gable

of "Searchlight". The police

were called to remove us
fran synagogue property.

Variou,:; "justifications"

were given for the ban,

ranging fran individuals'
stand on Palestine to

unknown "personal reasons".

The rest of us who were

allowed into the meeting

were thoroughly searched and

questioned by security
guards. Jasbir Singh, the

secretary of the NMP was
forced spread-eagled against
a wall and body searched.

Not a single white person

was subjected to such
humiliating·treatment.

SECURITY GUARDS

When we sat down at the back
of the hall, we were

surrounded by security
guards who watched our every

1lOI1e. It was obvious that
the organisers felt that
members of the black

oc.mnuni.ty constituted a
threat to the meeting.

When we realised that our

friends were not going to be

allowed in, we walked out
with an explanation to the

meeting. Gable's response
was "jUst get out of here".
Adding insult to injury, a

member of the Jewish

Awareness Group told the
meeting that we were members

of a "Trotskyist group".

Meanwhile, other local black

people arrived and were also

told they were not welcane

at the meeting.

As we were about to leave

the area, a car containing

members of the British

National Party drove by. In
spite of the racist

behaviour of the organisers,

we stayed in the area to

lend our support in case of

a fascist attack.

'n1at black people who have

fought racism and fascism in
Britain are excluded fran a
pililic meeting on anti­

semitism and treated like
criminals is outrageous and

must be coOOemned. That
"Searchlight" played an

integral part in this
banning of black people is

an indictment of the

magazine itself and all it

prrports to stand. for.

For m::>re information

contact: ~ Iblitaring

Pn>ject, 382~ lbId,
Forest Gate, Inodan 'K1 BtW.

FIGHTING THE NAZIS Anti~Fascists Jailed

InE IN HERE FOR YOU

For m::>re info on the
prisoners, the Fund and AFA,

write to: AFA, BM 1734,

London ~1N 3XX.

There will be no bleeding­

heart liberal campaign

protesting their "innocence"
for we believe fighting

fascism is no crime. There
is a fund being set up
called the "Anti-Fascist

Defence Fund" and m::>ney will

be greatly appreciated.

march, he was spotted in the

area and dealt with. His

previous history. and

convictions for racist

violence are reason enough.

Those who make the decision

to fight these scum must be

prepared for the risks

.involved. We send our best

wishes to those convicted.

III'IE DUI TIERE FBI US

Just recently three anti­

fascist militants were sent

down for a total of 11 years
(4,4,3), one of whan had no

previous record.

They were arrested after

this year's "Bloody Sunday"
march for an attack on Nicky

Crane, a well known racist

and nazi. Despite what
SeardJli.gbt reported, he did
not lead an attack on the

A.B.

the corner and charged down

the road at us shouting and

hollering. They obviously
expected us to run away.

Instead, we stood our ground

aDd fascists in the frant
rCM got severe shocks to the
system, and the rest of them

retreated at top speed.

The police, parked up the

road, took this opportunity

to jump out and arrest m::>re
anti-fascists than fascists,

even though we had been just

veacefully giving out
leaflets.

Anyway, we held the pitch
for the rest of the m::>rning

so the psychological (and

IX1ysical) victory was ours.

Fascists Brick It
Fascists have been selling

their newspapers every
Sunday m::>rning at Brick

Lane, East London for ages.
That was until Sunday 14th

October 1990. On that
particular day about 60

anti-fascists, including a

DAM contingent, arrived
early and occupied their

normal pitch, giving out
anti-fascist leaflets.

After about an hour" 10-20
fascists grouped .up. round

Various fascists arrived in

dribs and drabS, and

scarpered as soon as they

saw us lot. The local
residents and Sunday
shoppers were in general

very pleased to see that we
were there and not the

fascists for a change~

well as building and

supporting local groups. The

long term defeat of the
fascists will only happen

through local carmunities

rejecting the fascists'
poisonous propaganda

realising that raciSm is not

in the short or long term
interests· of their class.

to

THE STATE

prrity" really means
people.

A.F.A. realises the·

necessity of confronting the

fascists <Xl the streets as

The D.A.M. are involved
within wndon in the Anti­

Fascist Action organisation

which was relaunched at the

beginning of the year as a
broad front grouping

ccmnitted to anti-fascism
and clas,s .struggle.

·To the fascist, everyone

must be controlled by the
State, under the banner of

~tionalism. Fascism and

the State go hand in hand,
~ch feeding off the other.
Therefore fascism will never

be' totally defeated until
the State is finally

removed. The D.A.M. is
ccmnitted to fighting
fascism unceasingly in all

its fonns.

British fascism has always
used a broad racist positi<Xl

in its propaganda to gain

support fran the white

working class. But the
fascists must be exposed for

what their policy of "racial

HOLOCAUST

In the last local by­

election they collected 270

votes, 12% of the poll. In

the stamford Hill area too,
there has been a noticeable
rise in racist attacks upon·

the Jewish popliation, with

anti-semitic leaflets

containing the usual garbage

of ''\.world zionist
conspiracies" and "the hoax

of the holocaust", being
touted around. '!his rise in
organised fascism canes

within the context of
racially m::>tivated attacks

running at an estimated

20,000 a year in the
Metropolitan area alone.

Once m::>re fascism is rearing

its ugly face on the streets

of London. Due to the
failures of the "left" to
offer any true "socialist"

alternative to the working
class, the fascists,

principally in the British

National Party, are fonning
a basis of support around

the Bethnal Green area.
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Waste Not Want Not

missiles at the scene of

their crime. '!hey also threw

people, both dem:Jnstrators

and locals sheltering fran

the violence, out of the

Atlantic at truncheon point,

in a rrove reminiscent of

sane of the rrore naked acts

of class warfare during the

1984-5 Miners' Strike. we
have to get our act

together.

Legal defence was

magnificent in Brixton and

the organisers and

volunteers deserve the

highest praise. Ibysi.cal

defence needs to be improved
{although it is arguable

whether much could have been

dale in the faces of such

numbers of police}, as do

the possibilities of "safe"

IOOdical aid. '!he concept of

real revolutionary

organisation of the class

on the streets {as well as

in the workplace}, needs to

be praooted. '!he

bureaucracts and poseurs of

the left have been allowed

their pretense too long.

For a rrore detailed, minute­

by1n:inute account of the

events in Brixton, the TSDC

have produced a Preliminary

Report on the Policing of

the Anti-Poll Tax

Derronstration. '!his is

available fran TSIJC, Ba 205,
Pautlec 1blge, 38 IbJDt

Pleasaot, Laodcn IC1X OAP.

Make your donation as large

C!s possible, and spread the

truth as widely as l-OSsible.

Don't let the bastards grind

us down!

Triwier says the waste will

be gone by last drrjsbBs.

But by this November he says

there is "no action he can

take" • MP Hardy sighs and

blames "inadequate
regulations" •

Meanwhile, the ordu1ary

people of wath {naturally, a

run down, polluted working
class area in the

unemployuent blackspot of

the Dearne Valley} pray that

the crap ·doesn't leak and
• .poison them and their

children.

CLASS WARFARE

In Brixton on the 20th the

police broke glasses outside

the George IV pili to leave

the .impression of a hail of

Merely whingeing about

Militant will get us

nowhere. we have to broaden

and bJild the rrovernent

despite them. '!he violent

sufPression of protest, and
the Public Order Act, were

initially aimed at effective

picketing and industrial

disputes which had a class

content. warrington,

Orgreave, Wapping •••Trafal­

gar.

WORKPLACE

'!his should be a key part of

getting trades union and

workplace suPJ:X>rt for the

anti-Poll Tax roovement, and

bringing in a wider, class

perspective. Broadening out

dem:>s is a vital objective.

If the work is done, we will .

at best prevent police
attacks by deterence, at

worst considerably raise the

political {and physical}

cost to the police of
attacking legitimate

protests and pickets.

those who forced them to

organise separate events by

reducing the entire canpaign

against the Poll Tax to the

"no politics, please, we're

non-payers" level they can

handle. '!hose who are really

being divisive and weakening
the rrovement are the

"official" bodies controlled

by Militant.

'!he sooner we have direct

. workers' and OCIlIIllIlity

-exntrol the better, so that

this sort of situation need
.. never CXlCUr. Until then,

In steps local MP, .Hardy,. perhaps intematialal

and councillor, Hugh~~ who . " - solidarity could persuade
demand that the goveuDEut. . FM:: Corporation to act by

do. sarethin:]. At f;Lr!!Jt,·,,~: dmIpi.nq druDs of crap on

&lvi.rament Mi,nistez:. --:.~ their directors' 1alolns?:

'!be senders, Baltirrore-based

FM:: CorpJratiai, refused to

ship back or rE!llDVe the

barrels exntaining {anDlgSt

other things: } Copper
Hydroxide slldge. '!be. two

.cx:mpanies are now going

through the US courts,
proceed.ings which couJ.d. take.
up to five years to

cX:mplete.

19 roonths ago 500 tons of

. toxic waste arrived in Wath,

South Yorkshire. '!he sealed

drums had cane frem the US.

'!he waste was found to be

much rrore toxic than first

thought and the disposal

cx:mpany {wath Recycling

Canpany} could not "dispose"

of it.

was quoted as attributing

the violence to "police

provocation", rather than

offering to grass people up

this time, they are playing

into the police's hands.

'!he police, camander was
careful to praise the "main"
dem:>, and therefore

Militant, as peaceful and
orderly. '!hey lapped it up ­

leaving the implications

about the hated "splitters"

to be read by all. In the
issue ·uf IIilitaot pililished

inmediately after the dem:>

they criticised TSDC as

incapable of organising an

orderly dem:> {forget that it

was orderly until attacked}.

Claillls were also made that

Nally was canned on stage

{unfortunately, he was

merely heckled as a grass,

which he is} , and

SeudIli.gbt's 1985 vintage

lie that Class War {who,

through placards, had a rrore

visible presence on the dem:>

than Militant} worked with

the National Front to attack

Jewish shops during Stop the

City dem:>s. It has since

been alleged that Militant's

South African exile speaker

was racially abused by a

section of the crowd in

Brockwell Park. '!he smear
machine is back in gear.
'!here needs to be the

broadest possible rrovanent

for the right to oppose the

state, with a strong radical

wing setting the pace. '!he

police were presented with a

"minority" target on october

20th and reacted predictably

to this opportunity.

'!be IEtip,.ibility for this

does not lie with the

organisers of the Br~
prison . picket, but ~th

"rematch".

because the Trafalgar Square

Defendants I campaign was not

going to leave it up to

slags like Steve Nally.

THE MlLLIES

PREPARATION

Legal Liason Volunteers

recorded events,· and filmed

much of it, and organised

legal advice/debriefings for

defendants on the rrorning of

Sunday 21st. The police are

in the novel position of

having to justify their

actions, also partly as a

result of the "Battle of
Trafalgar" video shown on TV

a few weeks before the

Unlike March 31st, the

preparation was good, not
because the All-Britain (or

in this case, London) Anti­

Poll Tax Federation has

learned any lessons, but

the fact that people know

that the police will justify

injuries by charging victims

with assault or similar, and

therefore many will seek
treatment well away frem the

scene of injury, and not say

how they sustained their

injuries. In Hackney on 8th
March this year, the police

arrived at the Hc:.rrerton

Hospital bef<Ke Hackney

Camnmity Defence Assocation

- the choice is nasty scars

or a fit-up.

Whether or not the police

lose sane of their roan for

manoeuver or get off soot

free, depenjs on the

strength of the political
attack. on their role in the

sufPression of political

dissent. For this reason the
actions of Militant, either

openly or through the

"official" Fed., are
. important. Although Nally

believed that they had

identified a "minority of

extremists" - scmething they

could take on and beat in

isolation frem the majority

of protesters. A pleasant

exercise for the thugs of

the Territorial Support

Groups, and an attempt to

discredit the anti-Poll Tax

rrovement by branding it as

"violent".

'!he violent suppression and

criminalisation of· protest

in Britain is proceeding

apace. Q} Saturday 20th

October in Brixton, the
Metropolitan Police had a

rematch for the kicking they

got in Trafalgar Square on

March 31st. '!he rematch,

however, was on the tenns

they had sought in March.

THUGS

Back in Whitehall in March,

the police launched a

premeditated attack on a

peaceful section of a crowd

of 250,000 people dem:Jn­

strating support for mass

non-payment of the Poll Tax.

Since that section of the

crowd was undertaking a

sitdown protest the police

'!he rest, as they say, is

history. In october outside

Brixton Prison they

obviously believed that they

had a whole dem:>nstration

ccmposed of "extremists" ,

and being only 100th the

size of the March. one ­

leaving the police

outmullbering people by 7-4 ­

they were confident o! a
cheap victory they had been

denied six!OOllths ~lier.

'!he result was 135 arrests,

IlDStly for Public Orl;ler Act

of~ences, and ~ of
injuries.

'!he injury figures recorded
are artifically depressed by
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EDUCATION NEfWORK
A year ago, as the Direct

Action Movement's Industrial

strategy was finalised, a

small group of DAM members
in Education decided to

launch an organisation in

the North West of England

called the North West
Independent Education

Net...urk (NWIEN). From a very

small base the NWIEN has

consolidated itself into an

anarcho-syndicalist Net...urk,

with members in four

different centres in the

North West and with many

contacts outside the

geograprical area.

SOLIDARITY

The NWIEN has been set up on
a firm anarcho-syndicalist

foo~ing and members see the
Net...urk as forming the

future Revolutionary Union
in the Education sector. The

Net...urk is open to all those

who ...urk and/or study in

Education, regardless of

occupation. 'Ihis, we feel,
is an important step which,

once again, serves to prove

that anarcho-syndicalism

unites rather than divides

...urkers: united according to
occupation, not split into

different unions, united in

solidarity and united in

direct action.

As yet, we are a small

organisation but one which
is expanding as students and

...urkers becane tired of the

tokenism, bureaucracy and

lack of fight in the NUS,
NATFHE, Am, NUT etc.

As with all Trade Unions,

these are too often only

vaguely interested in taking

up ...urkers' grievances and

can never serve the
interests of those ...urking

in Education. For instance,
NATFHE has just carved part­

time lecturers out of any

pay machinery. They are not

based on defending our

interests as members, but

their own as 'respectable'

and 'responsible'
organisations.

The NWIEN, now on a firm

anarcho-syndicalist organ­

isational and ideological

footing, can begin to take

on the demands that

educatioo. ...urkers are

making.

NATIONAL MEETING

In December a national

meeting of all contacts in

Education will take place in

Manchester. With this

meeting education workers
and students will be co­

ordinated into a national

organisation, increasing our
strength and activity in

many parts of the country.

If you wish to know more

. about this meeting or about

the Net'-'Urk please write to:

The Secretary, NWIEN, PO Box

29, SW POO, Manchester Ml5

5HW.

Ricbard, saIfoni lhi:versity

Fell:' JIIDr8 -into oontact.:' DIW
- PO .. 574,- IGdiri~SBiI'• For .more infomation write

to:.~ <DNICTICJI PO Boat 522,
Sbeff-ield Sl )PP.

Martin, Foran is attempting

to highlight the fact that

the West Yorkshire Police

investigatioo. into his
oanplaints against the

serious, Crime Squad has now

been going on for a year
without yielding a result.

Foran has maintained his

innocence for years before

the West Midlands Squad was
di~. He wuld not
apply for parole as he could

not .' express remorse for
crimes he. did not CXIIIIIit.
~lst west:. Yorks police
inquiry IIlDYeS slowly,

inpocent people a.r::e spendi:nq
DDre time in gaol.

FREE

The eight year sentence
iIIp)Sed in 1985 was extemed
by six years in 1987 when

Foran was found guilty of
false iDiJri8OlllB1t' of a
prison warder, .after he was
denied llledical treatDBlt for

a oolostaay~ infection.

Martin Foran, an inmate of

Frankland Prison near

Durham, has consistently

maintained his innocence
ooncerning t'-'U rotbery

OOI1victions and sentences

fran trials held in 1978 and
1985. The prosecution cases _
largely consisted of alleged.'
aanissions produced' by

officers fran the new
disbanded West Midlands
serious Crime Squad.

If you ...uuld like to help

the DIWU, why not organise a
fund-raiser or send a

donatioo.? The Unioo. always

needs moiley because the dues
are low in line with

syndicalist traditioo. and to

encourage membership.

Better still, if you are

footloose and fancy free,

get a job as a courier

(either by cycle, motorcycle

or van) and join the Unioo..

We need. more good militants.

Alternatively, you could

distribute the DIWU

newsletter "Despatches" in

your lunch break or do sane
flyposting for us.

I . am well aware that there

are same people who describe
themselves as anarchists bIt

are against uniOns, - even
syndicalist ones. To those

people I say that
syndicaliSll1 is the

industri.al manifestation of

anarchiSll1. If you were a

IIlIIIIber of the DIW you wuld
realise that our JDBetings,
structure and aiJl8 are very
auch like my other eensible
anarchist organisation ie
the DIW i8 ncn­
hierUchi.cal, deIIiocriltic and
fosters a revolut.ionuy
sPirit by __ - of

collective d1nCt.. act:.i.cne
iblt more can you WIlt?

hate and fear the DIWU. This

could explain why we have

been threatened with legal

action 4 times in 18 months

including a High Court

injunction.

As for the ...urkers in the

despatch industry, nearly

everyone has heard of us,
partly because we've been

involved in more industrial
disp.ltes over the last 12

months than most trade

unioo.s have in a decade. '!he

nature of the DIWU and the

bosses reaction against us
really gives you the feeling

that you are on the frcnt

line of the class war,

sanething that most lefty

groups only dream about.

To cap, it all, the '1QitJ

Oouriers Branch begrudgingly

aiaitted to the BBC that the
DIW has 10 times JIIDr8

--.rs thIIIn them, 8'V81 .

t:boIJlJh they started· with
,10,000 .worth of funding. .

DIWU
I was pleased to see that

DA ran an article on the

Despatch Industry Workers
Union (DIWU, the anarcho­

syndicalist union in the
despatch industry) in DA

number 65. Here is sane more

infonnatioo. that readers
might be interested in.

The DIWU attracts
journalists like a magnet, I

doo.'t know why. Hardly a

week goes by without a.

request for an interview.
D..Jr normal policy is, by the
way, to blank them.

a'Ml who joins the union will
be sacked- and -1lm against

unions and against

0CIIIIU1i..- and such like.
'1he8e ~ am other
incidmts l8lld us to- the

oanclusiCD that the' boeeee

We have heard sane classic

quotes fran various. bosses

recently. For example: "any-
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Pope-Bashing

Railway guards at Manchester
Picc~dilly spent 3 weeks on
strike iast month when
management broke national
agreements by imposing new
working rosters. Management
actions, however, cannot be
seen in isolation. For a
number of years guards have
bitterly resisted a
management strategy of
eroding national agreements
by attacking them at a local
level. In the last 12 months
at Piccadilly there were 2
successful ballots for
strike action, the strikes
only being called off after
the union forced the guards
to go to ACAS. An unofficial
48 hour strike this May,
over rosters, culminated in
last month's action.
Management's decision to
impose new rosters has to be
seen against this background
and can only be interpreted
as an attempt to break what
they see as a militant
depot.

The action by the guards
was at first unofficial
when guards, following Shop
Stewards' instructions,
walked out after the first
guard was sent home for
refusing to book on to the
new rosters. Though at first
a small minority of guards
were scabbing, this became
fewer and fewer as the
strike became more
organised. Three days into
the strike the union ordered
a ballot of the guards,
which took place in the
bizarre' situation of the
guards being asked if they
wanted to strike when 95%
had already been on strikE
for several days. With the
strike being made official,
it became soli.d with only 1
non-union member scabbing.

The decision to make the
strike official was to be
the only support the
strikers were to get from
the union. Almost from the
start, strikers at their
mass meetings called for a
national ballot of all
guards as the flexible
rostering agreement was
fundamental to all guards
and was a national agreement
which should. be fought for
on a national basis.

The other issue essential to
the success of the strike
was money,. and again from
the start requests were made
for the ~1 a day strike pay
to be raised, which is
allowed for in the rules as
they were locked out. These
requests were to fall on
deaf ears with the union

resorting to ever more
sickening .manoeuvres ,
.desparate to avoid the
strike spreading with the
pr05~ect of the union losing
control.

The union throughout the
dispute lived in constant
fear of the law courts, a
move was not made without
the blessing of the

solicitors. They made it
quite clear that calling a
national ballot might be
seen as secondary action,
and increasing the strike
pay could be viewed by the
courts as 'incitement to take
industrial action.

As the strike progressed the
failure of the union to
support the strike in any
way led to increasing
bitterness among the
strikers. The question was
constantly raised, who runs
the union? the members or
the union solicitors.

STRIKE PAY?

Strikers could also not see
the point of paying union
dues all these years and
having union assets of ~20

million, when it came to
taking strike action with
money being desparately
needed to support strikers
and their families, the
union was too afraid to pay
out. Needless to say, even
the derisory ~1 a day strike
pay wasn't paid out till
after the strike was over.

If the strikers had relied
on the union, doubtless it
would have collapsed through
lack of finanGial support.
However, from day one
delegations to factories and
other·depots were organised

to raise money. Leaflets
were put out calling for the
support of other guards and
contacts were made with
other depots in attempts to
prepare the ground for
guards to spread the strike
themselves. Again these
efforts were undermined by
the RMT who even went so far
as condemn even a mild
leaflet calling for support

circulated by the strikers.

After 3 weeks of tremendous
solidarity, talks initiated
by the BRB took place at
ACAS with the guards voting
to- accept a deal which,
although not meeting all
their demands, was still a
major victory under the
circumstances. However,
with the return to work it
soon became clear that
management had no intention
of keeping their promises.
Furious Shop Stewards

Cctnrades in Poland are
having a: rosy ti.rre fighting

, against the strengthening of
the catholic Church, with
new laws introducing
religious lessons in
kindergartens and schools.
Anti-abortion laws are also
being discussed in
Parliament.

In september there were
various anti.-clerical
daoonstrations throughout
Poland which attracted a lot
of national press coverage
especially, we assume, a
dem:mstration in Cracow
which involved a brawl with
a priest.! Anarchist and

demanded at a meeting, set
up to agree new rosters,
that a "failure to agree" b~"

registered by the union,
.which would have enabled
them to re-institute the
strike. To their total
amazement and disgust full­
time union officials, acting
under instructions from the
highest level of the union,
informed the stewards that

no matter what management
put forward there would be
no formal "failure to
agree". This meant that the
guards would have to still
work to a management imposed
roster, . only this time with
the agreeement of the union.

Mass meetings were called
and a bitter and angry
workforce demanded the
strike be re-instated by the
national executive. These
moves were stopped in their
tracks when Knapp personally
intervened at the NEC

Better dead than blessed

meeting called to discuss
re-instating the strike.
He "produced an irrelevant
SWP leaflet, and proceding
to use classic Red Menace
tactics, claimed that the
Shop Stewards were
politically motivated and
were manipulating the union
for their own ends. As the
dust settled it became clear
to many involved in the
strike that the union had
worked together with
management to undermine what
they saw as a strong and
militant depot which had for
a number 'of years caused
them both problems.

Since the strike finished
Knapp has ordered a full
investigation into the union
branch the guards belong to
and seems determined to shut
it down. It is hard to'
underestimate the bitterness
of guards who had worked so
hard and sacrificed so much
to defend national
agreements, only to end up
being witch-hunted by the
union they thought they were
defending.

Readers of OA will know our
stance towards reformist
unions. The above only
underlines their corrupt
nature. With a militant and
aggressive workforce ready
to take strike action on
their own behalf, the unions
step in take control and
undermine the dispute. That
is the role of reformist
unions, and that is the
service they offer to
capitalism. With the end of
Thatcher and the moves
towards European integration
it is a role the unions will
increasingly play'. Not quite

• beer and sandwiches a\
number ten, but the return
of some form of good old
corporatism.

feminist groups together
protested outside Parliament
against the outlawing of
abortion.

Also, on 23 September there
was a meeting in Gliwice of

. Bulgarian, Fast German and

Polish anarchists, ~ttended

by about 60 people. we wish
our oanrades in Fastern
Ellrope well, and hope such
meetings are a step toward

. better cooperation and
solidarity between
anarchists in IOOre and IOOrE
oountries~

Fran the "Black Alliance
Group"
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''Ibe Miners' Next step'
became one of the IlDSt

respected d.oclmlents -of
syndicalism and working
class struggle. In a later

article we w;ill look aore
closely at it, but, the
important fact to remetxber

is that it was written !:ly
ordinary workers who.used
their experiences to build ,a

revolutionary theory f?r, the
emancipation of their class.

DIRECT ACTION

Also, the miners who were a1;

the forefront of the
struggle fonned the

Unofficial Refonn Ccmni.ttee,
which was responsible for
the pmlication of 'The
Miners' Next step' pamphlet.
Fran this time on the notion
that there was any identity
of interest between anployer
and worker was : cast

aside, and class war
replaced conciliation.

Despite the fervoul" with

which the miners fought,
they eventually succumbed to
the united might of
anployers and government,
secretly abetted by the

.national officials of their

own union.

wrote an article in -the
November issue of the ,paper
explaining the miners' ::;case.
He ended it by stating ...that
"industrial solidarity will
ensure eecnani.c freedan and

therefore the abolition of
'capitalism". Later, in the
February issue, he and Noah
.Ablett wrote an article

calling for a minimum wage
for all miners.

Yet their ten m::>nth battle

was not entirely wasted.

'!heir example spread. through
the coalfields and a
radicalisation occurred that
became translated into the
demand for a minimum wage.

This was the basis for the
first ever national strike

in the mines in 1912.

MINERS NEXT STEP

The example set by the

Cambrian Canbine Dispute
spread far beyond the mining

industry. It showed workers

that disputes could be run
by those directly involved
am that their own unien
leaders could not be
tl';usted. '!bat direct actien,
in all its fonns, could be
used to great effect, and

that solidarity was the

basis of a fighting union.
'It also exposed that the

anployers am the government

~d use any . neans
necessary to protect their
CXIlIIal interests. _It
heralded "the beginnjJ:lg -;.Of

the intensification of ,tbe
class war that was ,to rage

for another three ~.

'Ibe authorities telegrafiled
for military reinforcements,

which were pranptly
despatched by Churchill,
then Bane Secretary, along

with a contingent of
Metropolitan Police. 'Ibese
sought any excuse to attack
the strikers.

INDUSTRIAL
SYNDICALIST

CHURCHILL

certain shoPs singled out
and mine owners' housing
attacked. In one incident a
serious attanpt was made to
blow up a manager's house
with explosives.

'Ibe m::>st serious incident
happened at Llanelly where a

train was being stopped by

strikers. Troops fired en
the crowd and left two dead.
(be of these men was a
railway worker, which only
erRI;t1asised the solidarity

action that was being taken.
The authorities claimed that

warning shots were fired but
this was later disproved.

'Ibe ferocity of the troops

and PJlice left a bitter
feeling in the area for
years to 0CIlle. Even during

the seoond world war
whenever cinema newsreels

showed Churchill there would
be whistling am booing
until they were taken, off

tile screen. '!be people of

Tcnypandy never forgave him
for his part.

In contrast to the reception
given to their own Union
leadership, Tan Mann, editor

of the L'''.' « 1.,1
SpdimUst, was weloaned.

and made several trips
during the disput8. W.F.Hay

EXPLOSIVES

At Tonypandy the strikers
were attempting to stop the
colliery pulIpJ, am this
resulted in pitched battles
between them am the police.
The so-called riot was not
the mindless rampage of
dP!itructien that the

govenment made it out to
be. The targets were
carefully picked, with

"Keep you lOOney", "Go back
to England", "Give us the

twentieth rule" • 'Ibe
twentieth rule being the one
.that empowered the MFGB to
call a general strike. (b

their way back to tha
railway station they were

further abused by the
general CJ:'OI'od., leading
Harvey to talk of "anarchy
and red riot in Tonypandy".

Sympathetic strike action
am the degree of social
oonflict that occurred mark
out this strike fran those

that had gone previously.
This reflected the
determination of the miners

to win the dispute. Mass
picketing was used against
blackleg labour and trains
bringing strikebreakers were

turned arOlIDd. As for the
few local blacklegs, they
were harangued and
ostracised, even attacked on

the street. 'Ibe letters 'B',
'BL' and' SCAB' were daubed
on doors am teams of wanen
and children were organised
to break windows. This
treatment also applied to
anyone who cooked for the
police sent in to guard the
pits.

DISCIPLINED

Great solidarity was
generated, and'the Miners'
Federation of Great Britain,

alarmed at the events am
fearful of the example

spreading, adopted an
attitude of naninally

supporting the strike. They
hoped to gain popularity
with the strikers by serding
IlQ'ley and, with Mabon & Co.

totally discredited, they
tried to use their influence
to secure a settlement.

RED RIOT

The ooalminers felt
confident of victory and

planned to import large
numbers of strikebreakers,

while the authorities
intended to enforce law and

order. 'Ibey thought they
could beat the miners into
suJ::mi.ssion and allow Mabon

and the rooderates to regain

control.

But they had misjudged
oanpletely the nood of the
miners, whose leadership
came fran men like Noah

Ablett, Noah Rees, W.F.Hay
am Mainwairing. 'Ibese were
syndicalist miners who

believed in industrial
daoocracy, with all
decisions being taken by

mass meetings and, ence a
decision was reached, it was
expected that everyone would
carry it through in a
disciplined manner.

But when two of the naticnal
officials, W~E.Harvey and

'1baIIas Ashton visited South

wales they were met in' the

streets of Tcnypandy by

shouts of: "No ballot" ,

UNOFFICIAL

The dispute had begun over
the question of 'abnonnal
places' • Essentially, the
miners were paid a system of

allowances to offset
difficulties in certain
areas of the mine where the

coal was harder to extract
am required longer hours.
When a new seam was opened

at the Ely Pit the anployers
were insisting on a cutting
rate of Is 7d per ton and
the workers 2s 60.. This
basic demam was soon
superseded and, by the end
of the dispute, the whole
question of a minimum wage
for the industry, as well as

who should actually control
the mines, was being
discussed.

'Ibe strike action spread
fron the Ely Pit throughout

the whole canbine and by the
end of November over 30, ()()()

were on strike. 'Ibere was a
general air of militancy and
soon the strike was being
run by an unofficial joint
lodge ccmnittee, three
members of which were
ccmnitted syndicalists and
these had support throughout
the Canbine.

(be reason for the militancy
was the frustration that had

built up over the years with
the miners leadership. 'Ibe
principle union official was
Williarn Abraharn known as

Mabon. At the beginning of
the strike he came down to
see the miners and appealed

to them to go back to work
in the interest of the
coalowner~

It also rreant that the
Cambrian Canbine Dispute

became national news, am
was to prove the launching
pad for a wave of militancy
in which syndicalists were
to play the leading role.

LEADERSHIP

"My friend, D.A.'Ihanas," he

said, "has been suffering
fran poor health; and I feel

sure that en his holiday in
France he will not ben~it

if he was to hear of such a
strike as this". W.H.
Mainwairing, syndicalist and

spokesman for the Cambrian

Canbine Lodge repli~: "Hr
D.A.'1baIIas may be your

frierrl, he ' is not our
frierrl."

TcnypBndy is a small mining

village in South wales,
which in November 1910 fOlIDd
itself at the centre of
British politics when a

'riot' left ene miner dead
am many injured.
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have two naIreS: one that

refers to its status within
the prison system, and
another for its role as a
nonnal business enterprise.

It is further reported that

prisoners can be hired out
to' private finns owned by

foreigners. A known
intermediary between the
Orinese government and

foreign capitalists is
Charles Ori. Mr Ori will

.,..
"lease" prisoners to any
Western canpany that wants
to open a factory in Orina.

ilJr:keLs Solidarity Alliance

(lE sect:ioD, IM)

Despite the continuing
repression and exploitation
of the Orinese working
class, the network of the
Autonarous Workers I

Federations set up in 1989
continues to exist.

PRISON .WORKERS

The IrOSt fa=us worker to

hav!=! been executed is Wang
Weilin, tthe individual in

the white shirt who held up
a colurm of tanks in
Tianamen Square in June
1989. It is also reported
that detained workers have
been held separately fran
other political prisoners
and have been treated IrOre
harshly.

Repression and exploitation
take other fonns as well in
Orina. It has been reported
that a large part of Orina I s
exports are being made by
prison· workers. So great is
the contribution of
prisoners to Orina I S econany

that their output is
routinely recorded in the
country I s Gross National

Product statistics.

FOR HIRE

Repression Goes On
. - . -; .peop
often forget about events

which, for a m::ment it
seems, . shake peoples lives.
So seems to be the case with
Orina.

Yet the repression of the

Orinese working class
continues. According to

official Orinese government

statistics, 6000 people were
detained during the
repression of the pro­
derrocracy IrOvement.

Unofficial sources have
placed the figure as high as
30,000. The independent. Asia
Watch has noted that
particular severity has been

meted out to workers and the
unemployed. N.:>ne of the
detained workers involved in
the Workers Autonarous
Federation has been
released; while all of the

40 reported executions have
been of workers and W.A.F.
unionists.

31st~). A picket of the

British Consulate in ~urg
was organised by the Frei
Arbeiter Union, gerrnan
section of the IWA.

In addition, solidarity

greetings have been sent by
the CNl' of Spain to the

TSOC, and coverage of the
work of the TSOC has been

given in the papers of the
CNl' of France and the
Italian Anarchist
Federation.

Solidarity pickets have also
taken place in Poland,
organised by the growing

anarchist IrOvement there.

III11I11II1111ID1DJIIDIBOIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIInterllatDlla1 I1111I111II1111I11111111II11I111I11I1IIIl11l11mnnnmn

Poll Tax

Following an appeal fran the
Direct Action M:Jvement,
Australian Anarcho-
syndicalists picketed the
British Airways office in
Melbourne and an Australians
Against the Poll Tax group
has been formed (there was a

recent attempt by one of the
Australian states to

introduce a poll tax - they
backed down following March

Solidarity with those
arrested following the March
31st non-payment
derronstration in London and
with tile Trafalgar Square
Defendants Campaign has
extended around the globe.

The Dead Speak

I. had the oglOrtunity to·

voice. In its first public
notice it stated that its
objectives were to fight for
dem:>cracy, bring down
dictatorship and prarote
dem:>cratisation in alliance
with the students and

citizens fran all walks of
life.

These were IrOre than words.
As the protesters were
gathered round the Monument
to the Peoples' Heroes
facing the army's final
onslaught, a student eye-

~ witness reports: "The

members of the Independent
Workers' Unions were on the

outdide. They stood their
ground. There were 20 or 30
of them. They're all dead."
SUch was the ~te Terror"
unleashed by the Chinese
state in Ti.anamlen Square.

meet and talk with M::>k Oriu
Yu earlier this year,
shortly after the first
anniversary of the
"Tiananmen Incident" • He
EmPlasised how vital it is
for the Orinese people to
know the truth about Western
capitalism and of
alternatives to it, lest
they should see .the

emulation of Western

"deroocracy" as their goal.

It is up to those of us .
living in the West to
provide criticisms of
capitalism 'and suggest

alternative paths. ~s is
the intention of our
anarchist ccmrades in Hong

Kalg, who are keen . to
translate relevent articles .
into Chinese.

If you have anything whict.
you think might interest
them, please send it. to
Colin, -clo ' CA &titorial
Collective.

*****

the Orinese and the western
media as a student IrOVement.
For the Chinese gov~t

to admit that workers were
involved would lend

credibility to events which
they wished to blame on a
handful of "counter­

revolutionary" students. For
the Western press to
acknowledge the existence of
sPontaneously organised
workers' groups would be to

admit that workers were
capable of self­
organisation. If. that were
possible in arina, then why
not in ·Britain••• ? .•

According to its Initial
Programne, the Beijing

Auta1<mJus Workers'
Federation was fonned. by

Bei jing workers as an
independent,a~and

.specifically working class

organisation With· a
deaDcratic foundatiCXl,.. to·

give ~ workers a political

af_tennath of the bloody
crackdown in the early hours
of 4 June. Those whose words

have been gathered together
range fran students and
workers to disillusioned

Camtunist Party members and
ev~ sOldiers. The views put

fprward are many and

di~se, although all are
united in a· camDO struggle

a9a~ the corrupt and
dictatorial _ Li Peng

governmen,t.

Of Partici1lar interest to
anarchosyndicalists are the
declaritia'is . made by the

Independent Workers' Unions.
The "PrcrllBnocracy Movement"
~~:'~~_portrayed by both

captured in its pages are
the optimism, determination

and despair of those

invOlved, fran the first
actions after the death ·?f
Hu Yaobang in April to the·

This book consists, for the
IrObt part, of statements,

paI"fillets and posters fran
the organisations and

individuals who made up the·
Chinese "Pro-Deloocracy

Movement".

REYD!If: 'lbi.oes fraa
,'l'i~ Square: Bei.jing

Spring and the DBax:cacy

AN_it. ftlitsrby~ adu
Yu and J. .Frank Barrisao.

Int:n:xb:tion. by George

'IMa ock. 1'In..1 j shed by Black

IkJee Br:x*s.
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~About Tom Brown-----.

P.. 8aIIth 1IIxb ..

"Should an Authoritarian

Socialist society ever
sucqeed in establishing

itself it could not last ­
general discontent would

SOal force it to break up,

or reorganise itself al

principles' of liberty".

I would recc:moend 'DIe

OJnqtJeBt oL Bn!ad to all
readers of DinIct Act:ial
seeking a fuller idea of how

anarcho-syndicalists
visualise the reorganisatial

of society during and after

a revoluticnary struggle
With the ruling class. It is
a very - positive and

constructive little vol\De

am oor thanks III.JSt go to

the people at Elephant for

making it available alCle

again.

of principle.

With others, he helped

launch Di.zect Acticn in

1945, as the AFB's new voice

and continued his close

association with it for well

over 20 years. Saddened by

the failure of an attempt to
form an international of

Anarchist Federations in the

late 1940s, he later

supported the AFB' s decision

to change its name to
Syndicalist Workers'
Federation(SWF) and

affiliate to the

International Working Men's
Association, of which the

CNl' was the strongest

member, although then

underground in Spain.

'!he SWF maintained friendly
contacts with the IWW in the

States and Tan visited them

when he and Lily crossed the
Atlantic to see their
daughters, who had both

married GIs in London and

later emigrated. He also

went to see the veteran
Anarcho-syndicalist, Rudolf

Rocker, in a libertarian

colony near New York. Tern

and Lily returned to London

after a year and he resumed
his SWF activity. He and

Lily, who was then in poor
health, returned to Tyneside

in the late 1960s and his

continued activity there
included several lively

contributions, on

libertarian subjects, on

local radio.

Tan Brown's activity and

writings influenced and

inspired many people. A

latter-day Tan Mann, he

sowed the seeds of a rebirth
for Syndicalism in this

country.

(Intrcrluction to '.lW lkaIn"s

SyDdical.iaa, Phoenix Press)

DiRECT ACTION

SPAIN & THE WORLD

IOOtor industry of the west

Midlands and, probably

arQ1.1I1d this time, was
attracted to Anarchist and

Syndicalist ideas. In the

mid-thirties he and his
wife, Lily, found their way

further south to London with
their daughters, Ruth and

Grace •

The Spanish Revolution of

1936, with its takeover of

industry and agriculture by

the Syndicalist unions of

the CNl' in anti-fascist
territory, especially

Catalonia, reinforced and

developed Tan's own ideas

and he became a member of

the grouping around the .

paper, SpBin aod the Mrld,

which was dedicated to

supporting the Spanish

workers. He spoke at
meetings supporting their

struggle, several times

shared the platform with
Emna Goldman. His

Syndicalist writings

appeared for the first time
in Revolt, which followed

SpBin aod the IIrld after

Franco's fascist victory in
1939.

During the war, as a member

of the Anarchist Federation

of Britain(AFB) , he wrote

regularly for lIilr CloiiiiEsrt:aEy

far~ and prcrluced

his first two parnfhlets"
'Trade Unionism or
Syndicalism' and ''!he

British General Strike',
both of which had wide

sales. He remained a member

of the editorial board until
near the end of the war,
when the AFB, of which he
stayed an active member,

parted canpany with Freedan

Press in unhappy

circumstances, but on points

Kropotkin effectively'
defeats the arg\.m!!Ilts· of

oollectivists and state
socialists with simple
logic. He shows remarkable

foresight:

ideas on the possibilities

for a9'riculture, irrlustry,

distributial and housing
makes you aware of how

terrible things were when he

was writing and also how

grim things are now for the
working class arOI.D'ld the

world. The relevance of his

writings are clear when we
look out into a world and

see war, starvatial,
pollutial, hcmelessness .and

waSte. 'lb these and a

thousand other problems the
states and capitalists have

no real solutialS, only

minor adjustments to ensure

the continued. functioning of

the systen.

BOLSHEVISM

Born and bred within sight

and sourrl of the Tyneside

shipyards, Tan served his
engineering apprenticeship

there and was quickly drawn

into militant industrial

activity. Much of his
working life was spent as an

active shop steward and

factory flcor activist.

An able and persuasive

p.Jblic speaker, wheth~ at

Speakers' Corner in Hyde
Park, at indoor meetings, or
in the IOOre intimate role of

lecturer, he had the happy

knack of relating what he

said to the everyday

experience of his audience.
The same quality illuminated
his writings, which mirrored

the life and times of this

lifelong revolutionary and

loyal canrade.

Like many others he was

fired with enthusiasm by the

Russian Revolution, was an
early member of the

Ccmnunist Party and, for a
time, became its industrial

organiser for the North
East. But the double dealing
of the CP and the growing

repression in Bolshevik

Russia quickly brought

disillusion and he left the
party, though never his

natural role as a shop floor

militant.

Moving south during the

Depression, he worked in the

Tan Brown, whose writings

did much to revive interest

in Syndicalism and Workers'

Control, was that rare

pheIlCllElOl1 in the British

libertarian IlDVement, a

theoretician whose ideas had

been tested and developed by

his own experience in the
. hard school of working-class

struggle.

a breath of fresh air in

these cynical times. In
o ....wwt cl. Bn!ad he

outlines the possibilities

for a free, just and equal

,reorganisatial of society ­
possibilities MUch were

already evident before the

First World War, before all
the scientific and technical

advances MUch have opened

up < even greater
possibilities •

Inside the attractive cover
you will find essays on the

1926 General Strike, '!he
Principles of Syndicalism,

What's wrong with the
Unions?, Nationalisation and
the New Boss Class, and

others. Brown's Lenin and

Workers' Control is not

included but should be

available soon fran other

sources.

the sexist language taken
for granted in those days

are the parnfhlet ' s .only
drawbacks. None of this

clouds the message and the
ideas - change the names and

the prices and it could

alrrost have been written
today. No argument rests on

a reference back to anything

that is not explained, this

is a bcok for the interested

worker, not the cadre
seeking initiation into the

elitist world of

"revolutionary" marxism.

'!he blurb on the back

describes the collection as

a "contribution to the
debate on the relevance of

Syndicalism today". Instead
of debating with left
ccmnunists, Trotskyist,,~ or

others who set up aunt sally

syndicalisms to destroy,
Anarcho-syndicalists should

be using Tern Brown's

writings for their true
p.JrpOse to convince

workmates, strike support
activists, anti-Poll Tax

activists and others that
there is a real alternative

to the bankrupt politics of
the left and the treachery

of trades unions.

'J!Je Qmqoest of Bn!ad is at
one and the same time a

masterpiece of social and

scientific ~ and a
classic work of anarchist

agitational propaganda. It

is believed to have had a
great inspiratialal effect

al the revolutionary
1llO'leI1le1lts of Spain, France

and Italy when first

p.Jblished and distributed.

Kropotkin was a Russian

Prince and geograIiler who

rejected his origins to

devote his life to the

struggle for libertarian

oamunism. He wrote many But KropotIlin' s theories are

anarchist classics Wt not abstract utopianism,

became unpopllar after "' they are- based al first· haIXl
taking sides in the First, .obeervat±al of r (and

World War. Nevertheless, his , , rinvolvement in) the 1llO'leI1le1lt

funeral was the last Russian _ of the "exploited. as a whoh.

anarchist deoalstratial to > His, theories are ' based al·

be reprcted. ~ the, rest of careful. obeervatial of tlie
the world before 70 years of _ current:· levels of
Bolshevik tyranny. -deYelOpDent and detailed

- ;'!"!;f"'- "geographical IcncJwledge.
Kropotkin's---" glowing-';~< _...,. , ,

enthusiasm ar.i optiJDiSlll ,are' ,RelIliing Peter .,.ICmpol:kin's.Peter Kropotkin

me "'IQ lISS:t CJI!
Peter Kmpotkin.
Btitioos 216w.

'!his slim volume is a
collection of parnfhlets by

Tan Brown, a leading figure

in the Syndicalist Workers'
Federation, predecessor of

the DAM as British Section

of the International Workers
Association. In' it is laid

out a simple but telling
critique of both capitalism

and trades unionism, and one

of the best attempts at
p..1tting down the principles

of Anarcho-syndicalism I've

ever read.

'!he strength of the writing

canes fran Brown's own
axperience as a working

class militant, and his

knowledge of the actual

wo~kings of his subjects, as

experienced by himself and

his readers. '!his beats the
hell out of any

intellectualised "socialist"

theory, and vindicates the
syndicalist belief that only
the workers ourselves can
truly understand and develop

revolutionary ideas and

organisations. Its

simplicity bears this out,
proving that analysis cuts

through OOllshit, rather

than multiplying it as the
so-called intellectuals and

vanguards would have us
believe.

Since this is a collection

of parnfhlets it should be
read as such, rather than as

a bcok. '!here is inevitable
repetition, and since it was

written in the 40's and 50's

sane of the references are
unlikely to be widely

understood. These along with

II.....--_R_EVI_EW_S_1
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of our pampl1.et. It
explicitly criticises the

idea that hanosexuality will

have to be "cured after the

revo1uticn".
fobreover, the systematic

work done inside the working

class by all of our canrades
on this question and the

struggles our lesbian and

gay canrades have had as a
result of caning out at work
were not pranpted by a

narrow sectarian desire to
recruit. We have a prom
record, on this and it stands

canparison with anything the
DAM, or most other

organisations, have done.

Yours fraternally,
IIarlt. Ba=isscn (lilrker:s

JiQJer)

PAGE 10

'!he first three correctly
canpleted crosswords
received by uS by Jan 10th

will receive a copy of the

book S3b0tage, by Geoff
Brown. This out of print
classic has a lot about . the

syndicalist concept and

practice of workers'
sabotage. Send to: OA, PO

Box 106, Rotherham, S.Yorks
S60 lNW.

the american IWW (Wobblies).
(3)

25. The revolution will see

to these parasites~ (5)

28. Riot squad in Paris,

1968. (1,1,1)
29. 1970's anti-fascist

organisation (1,1,1)

30. If you see him, tell him
to stuff privatisation - we,

want workers' oontrol: ( 3 )

32. Initials of 2,4,Sd in
French and Spanish. {1,1,1}

IOJE: 'Jhis letter has been

cut due to space
oaosiderati.aos. '.I!Je BI"s of
DA are DOt: vi lHng to use

,tbe pages of Dizect Act:ion

to host an cugoEDt over tbe
iDtemal. politics of tl»:ket:s

a-r.

make clear that there has

been no harassment of
lesbians or gays within our
organisation. If any

instances of such harassment
ever did cane to our
attention we would certainly
be capable of defending our

lesbian and gay canrades and

dealing with the offenders.

As for having expelled

people for not towing the

line on sexual politics,

this is pure nonsense. The 3

ex-rrenbers were expelled

because they refused to
abide by democratic
decisions on matters that

had nothing to do with
sexual politics.

As for the idea that we only
raise the issue of lesbian

and gay rights when there is

sene recruiting to be done
or marches to go on, this is
a cheap and sectarian jibe

which he cannot prove. If he

wants to discuss our views
on the lesbian and gay

question he can get a copy

2. (& 4,Sd) Unites anarcho­

syndicalists around the
world. (13,7,11)
3. Don't get mad, get ----,

(4)
6. Crappy paper of Really
Crap Party~ (initials 1,1,1)

7. (& 2Ql) Generals and

strategists plan for this
insanity. (7,7)

8. Spanish IWA section.
(1,1,1)

12. Religious explanation

for the effects of

capitalism, stupidity,
ignorance and mental
illness. (4)

14. What happens to labour
under capitalism (cheaply~).

(4)
16. Just say this: (2)

18. Quite a lot just get
rerroved fran buildings. (5)

22. Big Union - aim of..

just,

ever
major

In your "Reader's Soafbox"
section of the October

Direct Action, Workers Power

is ltmlped together with the
SWP as a group which is

inclined to "oonveniently

forget lesbian and gay
rights when there is no
march or recruiting to be

done."

near canrades,

Worse, the canrade who wrote

this piece churns out lies
about us that appeared in a

leaflet fran 3 ex-members of

Workers Power. The canrade
really should have checked

his sources before repeating
these lies.

For your readers'

infonnation we just want to

He claims that Workers Power'

"can't even- defend gays fran

harassment in their own

organisation and yet expel
others for not towing the

party line on sexual
politics."

Unruly Tabloid' - or

the struggle. (5,3)

~. '!he workers hardly

get this about
decisions~ (5)

34. Doesn't mean what it
used to in Poland. (10)

1. (& SA) The weapon of the

working class. (6,6)
9. If we don't do this we
will be crushed. (6)
10. I imagine he would be
amused at media reports of

how many Eastern Europeans

idolise him more than his
soundalike! (8 )

28. (& 31) 'Britain"s fobst

ll. The so-called
internationalism of the
reformist Socialists ended

up sending the workers to
these in 1914. (8)
13. Rulers in waiting
idolised by the left and pop
stars: (1,1,1)

15. Mass murderer, demagogue
and still an idol for sane
Maoists! (6)

17. Usually found selling

papers in the town centre

with staring eyes. Just say
16d! (5)

19. Cartoonist (not high!) •
(3)

21. Fred Astaire, wedding

guests and assorted toffs
wear these hats. (3)

23. Anarchist writer/
activist. Male jeweller?, (7)

24. Not a mod, but author of

"Anarcho-Syndicalism" and
syndicalist activist. (6)
26. 23a was nicknamed "--­
Emra". (3)

27. First name of Ch~;:y,

American writer with anarcho
syndicalist tendencies. (4)

I__CRO_SS_~_O_RD~_I

Work, ~eisure, labour, jobs,
workers, producers and non­

producers are tenns that
belong to a capitalist
society - not to a society

which is a whole, without

division between activities
and people - ie an anarchist

society.

Not even the capitalists of

the Western World advocate

letting non-producers starve

to death; so lets not read

such reactionary ideas in,

anarchist publications. The

article failed miserably to

live up to its title and

sounded more like a rehash

of the authoritarian ideas

found in Leninism and

Fascism in places!

D.F., BcJnJeaux

As for such statements as,
"those who do not work of
their own free-will shall
not be a part . of society"

(so much for liberty!), such

reactionary drivel should be

found in Nationalism Today

not in an anarchist text ~

Who is going to decide what

work is anyway? For many
people, growing s~,

brewing beer, acting,

painting, fishing or playing

sports are hobbies - for

others they're work. Where

do you draw the line between

work and leisure once you've

abolished wages - nowhere,

because its impossible to do

sol

advertising (the list is
endless); added to the.

replacement of jobs by

machinery; to the
streamlining of industrial

organisation (due to the end

of competition); to the end

of manufacturing socially
useless products (ie Mickey'

fobuse chewing gum to name

one amongst a million) ;

along with the end of
products built to self-'

destruct after a few years;

and the introduction of
inventions that have been

withheld fran t..'le markets so

as not to damage canpany
profits (ie everlasting
light-bulbs); then the

amount of 'jobs left I will
involve people working about

2 hours a day - hardly a

society "whose very
foundation is work".

If we want to attract more

people to the anarchist
movement (instead of

remaining an insignificant
minority) and to fight for a

better society, we need to
paint a more realistic and

rosier picture of what we're

aiming for, otherwise nobody

will want to change society!

However, the article seemed

to take very little notice
of the changes in technology

and production since the end
of WW2 and ended up with a

description of an anarchist
society' about as welccming

as that of Leninist Russia.

It seems to take its model

of a social revolution fran
1917 which is hardly
relevant to a modern-day

advanced capitalist system ~

Contrary to what the article
said, anarcho-syndicalists

have never said the Union
will be the main fonn of

econanic organisation after
the revolution (this is the

old revolutionary
syndicalist idea) - only

that it may be, depending on

what the 'workers' see as

best suited to society's

needs.

Dear OA,

It made a welcome change to

see an article published
(Sept. 90, "Constructive

Anarchism" ) describing a

future anarchist society.
Too often anarchists know
what they I re against, but

not what they are in favour
of (the mistakes made by the

Russian and Spanish
anarchists during their

respective revolutions can
be partly attributed to

this), and statemants such

as "lets concentrate on the
here and now and worry about

such things when they
happen" (they might happen

next week) only show the

worst fonn of short­

sightedness~ Cbviously, we

aren't interested in forming
a 'blue-print I of how an

anarchist society will be,

but, certain things
obviously will be different

in the absence of government
and the class system.

LETTERS

An anarchist society (there

is no such thing as a

syndicalist society

syndicalism is a means not
an end), would not have its

foundation based on work;

rather the opposite. An

anarchist society, more than

likely, will be based around

leisure~

.DIRECT ACTION NQ69

When you consider all the

socially useless jobs that

exist now that will be
eliminated in an anarchist

society military, anns
production, legislative,

financial, police,

managerial, government
administration, security,'
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A,IMS
AND

PRINCIPLES
l' on. Direct Action """-rt:
is a 1olIXkinI1 clus orqaniatioo.
2 • C\Jr aiJIl is the creation of a
free and clual_ society.

3· we are fighting to abollab
the state, capI.tal.ilml and wage
slavery in all their fODll8 and
replace U- by self~

production for ~, not pmfit.
4· In order to bring about the
new social order, the workers

Jlll8t take over the means of

productioo and distributioo. We

are the sworn ensnies of those

who would take over 00 behalf of
the workers.
5 • we believe that the only way

for the 1olIXkinI1 class to achieve
this is by independent

organisatioo in the workplaoe
and the caIIIlJl1ity and federatioo
with others in the same industry
and locality, independent of and

ofPOSE'd to all political fBrties

and trade unioo l:ureaucracies.
. All such workers' organisations
Jlll8t be aJrltrolled by the

workers thEIDselves and nust
unite rather than divide the

workers' IIDY'E!II8lt. Any and all

such delegates of such workers •

organisations IIllBt be subject U;
imllediate recall by the workers.
6 • we are opposed to all states
and state institutions. 'lbe
1olIXkinI1 class has no country.
'lbe class struggle is worldwide
and recognises no artificial
boundaries. 'lbe axmies and

.police of all states do not
exist to protect the workers of
those states, they exist only as
the repressive lmII of the ruling
class.
7· we oppose raci.... sexism,
militari.... and all attitudes and

institutions that stand in the
way of equality and the right of

all people everywhere to aJrltrol
their .-t lives and envi.rcnIB1t.

8· 'lbe Direct 1lctioo Movement
is resolved to initiate,

encourage and wholeheartedly
support the creatioo of
indeper¥ient workers' unions
based on the principles of
anarcho-syndicalism.
9· 'lbe Direct 1lction Movement

is a federation of groups and
individuals who believe in the

principles of anarcho­
syndicali....: a system where the

workers alooe aJrltrol industry
and the camtJnity without the

dictates of politicians,
b1reaucrats, bosses and 90­

called experts.

Produced and published by

the Dixect Act:i.aD Editorial
Collective (South Yorkshire
and Manchester) • All

oorrespondence ~ PO Box

106, Rotherham S60 lNW.
Printed by Clydeside Press,
37 High st, Glasgow.

Distributed by Glasgow DAM.

LF., Ieri.....

awareness and policy) 1

through anti-deportation
campaigns, and above all by

linking up with
, organisations of migrant

workers in Britain and

across the OC. FASTI in
~rance have, already

established good links in

this country. '!be effects of
1992 and the internal market

: and going to be felt heavily
by all workers. It is our
task to ensure that anti­

racist aspects of opposition
, to the bosses' single market

are not side1ined.

lM1JSDUAL:

DIlII <bmcjl 1IxU:La c/o N.

I.<nkn or .Manchester DAM •

DIlII 1Wipri1d> 1IxU:La c/o
Deptford DAM •

DIlII Ra:i.hIIly 1IxU:La c/o
Manchester DAM

SIJDIImSI':
IIDDd.dl DIlII, PO Box 73,
Norwich NRl 2EB • South

Bei:tfc:Ii:dsIIUe DIlII, PO Box

245, st Albans, Herts •
Pep! f.» ,J DIlII, PO Box 574,

I.<nkn SE4 lDL • BlIst LaodDn

DIlII, 84b ~techape1 High
st, I.<nkn El 7QX· JIorth
LaodDn DIlII, c/o 187 High Rd,

I.<nkn N22· South LaodDn

DIlII, PO 'J3o?c 761, camberwell
500, I.<nkn N22 • for

contacts in Kent and Reading

write to SE Region Secretary

c/o North Iondon DAM

SIJUiHESi':

8dstol DIlII, c/o National
Secretary • for contacts in

5cmerset and P1yuDUth write
to Bristol DAM

O.IJIIIR <XWIJlCI'S:

Despotd> :rua..txy liJder:a

tbi.cn, PO Box 574, Iondon

SE4 • JlDti IIlJclear lIl:!t:Mxk,

Box 30, 187 High Rd, Iondon
N22 • AsP (iDU:dl:ist

pJbli ........), BCM Box 3714,

Iondon~ 3XX • Bladt Flarj

(aoaxdI:i.at' .m:hl.y), ~

Hurricane, I.<nkn~ 3XX •

Q[gimiBe (........ta.jiidi.cal-
iata) , 7 Winetavern st,
Belfast 1 • JIorth 1IeBt

T"qe'_lt tiJalt:ial
NpI.*k. PO Box 29, SW POO,

Manchester Ml5 5HW.

As internationalists, we

must opp:>se al1 imnigration
controls. '!bere are concrete

ways we can have sane effect
now - through the unions
(~......membersof NAIro and'

NUJ, for example, have
achieved a're1ative1y high

imnigrants"? By the oolour
of their skin. '!bus with
less frontier checks on
people arriving fran OC

states, the harassment of
black workers in Britain and

elsewhere will increase - on
the streets, in workplace
raids, when starting a new
job, etc.

N 1IO'W<5"1' RIGIOI:

<'WI'IIAL RIGIOI:

JI:lttj~ DIlII, PO Box 12,

Car1ton, tbtts l'Gi ]SW •

South Y........ire DIlII, PO Box

106, Rotherham S60 lNW •

Le:icester DIlII, c/o tbtts DAM

• for contacts in Corby' &

SCunthorpe write to Central

Region Secretary c/o Notts
DAM

cia Bti"flbv9l DIIIL

CONTACTS
DIlII Tutenetimal SecLeb!uy:

DIlII Motimal SecLeta!y:
cia IIwdwetpr DIIIL

Bum1ey DIlII, 12 Kings1and
Grove, Burnley, Iancs 0011·
3FY • Li~ DIlII, PO Box

110, Liverpool 1.69 SOP •

MiIDdIeBter DIlII, PO Box 29,
SW POO, Manchester Ml5 •

Pre8t;Lu DIlII, PO Box. 172,
Preston, Iancs .PRl • for

contacts in Cunbria,
Iancaster, Salford and
Stockport write - to NW

Secretary c/o Burnley DAM

iCIOidl'AS!' RIGIOI:

Is!dB DIlII, Box DAM, 52 Call
Iane, Leeds LS2· MidrJl...­
hr:oogb DIlII, c/o Leeds DAM •

for contacts in Bradford and

HOOdersfield write to NE

Secretary c/o Leeds DAM

RIJIY.MJ):

Bti"flbv9l DIlII, PO Box 516,
Southwest 00, &linburgh &nO
• Gl~ DIlII, PO Box 239,
Glasgow G3 6RA

'Fortress &!rope' policy
increasingly being adopted

will lead to a single, oc­
wide imnigration policy, set
at the lowest ccmoon
denaninator (the harshest
policy) and allowing people
to try to enter the OC at

one place only. So you can
no longer try a I1Dre

'liberal' country to enter
if your first attempt fails.

Secondly, the external
controls will be replaced

with internal controls. And

how will, for instance, the

British police check people
to see if they are "illegal

If you sut:4lOrt~ aet:1aD
and 'oI8Ot to help it continqe
and prosper, one way you can
show it is to take out a
SiIHUdi&i SHiM RI PflUI.

~5

llDarchist 1991 YAih J MM "'­

Price: £. 1..50 tu. HJoeoix
PJ:eiIB, P 0 a. 824, LaodDn
III ... OyJt-ai... aaaxdIist
owtacts, pJbl i........ aal

--;rziDflS.

If you take out a Supporters
SUb now you will receive a
ooF! of the book, A Ye8r «
Oar Li~, the story of the
Miners strike in a Dcncaster
pit village.

Copy
Deadline
Jan 12th

DIRECT ACTION NQ69

Dear canrades,

One issue in Alex' s useful
article on &!ropean

Camumity in the last Direct
Action needs expanding. 'nlat

is the effect of the rerroval
of national border controls
on black people. '!be

Iltc:tU!&' BJmpe l.9lJ2

REST OF ~:-

Address •••••••••••••••••••••

Name••••••••••••••••••••••••
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N/S AMERICA:-
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General Strike
December 25th
Santa exempt

class W can prove this, and

make the best' arguroont for a

social revolution - Anarcho­

syndicalism's goal. When
workers control our own

envirorllOOl'lt, the resources

to improve it, and the
knCMledge to maintain it, we
will have no trouble

providing plblic servi~ to

our class. The Direct Action.
Movement is working to build

the industrial networks, and

the local centres, which are
the nucleus of such a

revolutionary organisation.

also think that each

local industrial federation
I

.should be confederated with

the other local

workers' federaticns, and

unwaged groups, into one

local organisation of the
workin] . class. Here the

workers who provide plblic

services can meet those who

use' them, and a basis for
the identification of local

needs, and the orgapisation
of their satisfaction will

exist.
Cklly bureaucrats need
bureaucracy, without it real

problems can be openly

discussed, and with control
over resources they can be

resolved. By organising as a

organisation fran thoSe we
have nCM. As things stand ,

tenants, manual and "white
collar" workers are all

divided into seperate
organisations, representing

only our sectional, not our
CCIIIIlXl class, interests.

Anarcho-syndicalists think
that workers should be

organised on the job
manual and "white collar" in

the ~ department
organisE)d together, and

federated into one Union of

COUncil Workers, CXX1trolled
by the workers, not· by

bureaucrats allied to the

This is the real sickness

problem, but the Labour-

controlled COIIDcil is

tre<!-ting it as a
disciplinary problem - just
what the opposition ar7
clarrouring for. ElTery six
!OOIlths each worker with six

or nore days sick gets a

"counselling" (read
"harassment") interview.

This can result in you !?ein9'
sent to the council's

doctors, and if they don't

find anything wrong with you
.management have a blank

cheque for victimisation. If

they do find anything wrong

with you, you get IOOdically

retired: The same logic used
to deal with "witches"

thrown into ponds ~

servJ,ces because the people

who provide services, and

their fellCM wOrkers who use

them, have no say in
priorities decided by senior
management and ruJ:¥)er­

stamped by the Labour
leadership.

':£'he ceal causes of stress
are lack of control over

your working environIOOnt;

l.ack of job security and
uncertainty about the

future; taking the blame for

everything that goes wrong
despite hi:tving no real say;

lCM pay and bad housing. All

the things council workers ­
'not their (or any) bosses ­

suffer fran. The only cure
for this is self""1llaI1agement,

sanething you aren't going

to see this side of a social
revolution.

.The only way the working

class is going to get our
interests looked after ­

whether you use the services
or provide them - is to take
CXX1trol of the services we
need, and to ditch the

parasites. This requires
radically different fonns of

eXistence - re~ession is
, . the answer to workers' every

grievance. Bigger budgets do
hot lead to improved

necks about it. High

sickness levels are caused

by unhealthy working
o:ndi.tions, and the only way

to get them down is by

vigorous enforcement of
health and safety standards

by workers' direct action.
Years of government cuts

have' given senior management

in Hackney the excuse they
want to ignore all health
and safety problems that
aren't actually going , to

prcx1uce embarrassing corpses
(this is a Labour COIIDcil,

after all) • M:>st COIIDcil

workers are stuck in badly­

lit, poorly ventilated

buildings riddled with

asbestos. Routine

maintenance frequently gets

missed because of jobs not

filled to save m::mey. This
kind of environment saps

your resistance, so if you
work at an open COIIDter you

get every germ that walks in

through the door.

JOKE

Labour represents senior

management, and maintain a

working class vote . on the

evils of the opposition.

They .want bigger budge~ for

bigger empires, salaries and

perks for senior management.

Caltrol, particularly of

bu1gets, is how the

marXlarins justify their

lidded to this and gaining
Hackney top-of-the-sick­

league is stress. The IOOdia
likes to project an image of

stress being sanething

executives suffer fran
poor scx1 only gets 50 grand

a year plus expenses,

.canpany car, three hour
liqUid lunch, but making all

those important decisions is

killing him~

None of the politicians are
interested in helping
workers . eliminate high

sickness. They are only

interested in advancing the
interests of the classes
they represent. The Tories
represent big business-rate

and taxpayers, they want

smaller budgets for bigger

profits. The LibDems are

trying to gain votes by

wooing business-rate and

Poll Tax payers who are sick

of COIIDcil services not

delivered. Their answer is
to make workers pay for·
services with their pay and

conditions.

According to Tory Joe

Lobenstein, we al.l "play

bingo or go down the plb" •

LibDem leader, Calin Beadle,
who . survived a scandal in

May over his nanination
papers being signed by a

known nazi, blames workers

for going sick due to

denuralisation with the

"rialadministration of the

bureaucracy" • Closer to the

truth, but don't be fooled.

SICK

The real point, however, is

that the majority of

sickness is genuine. The

average figures are

undoubtedly ~hed up by

senior management,. who take

the piss with their own sick

l~ve since they haven't got

anycne breathing down their

Anarcho-syndicalists have

always supported workers'
right to "sick strike", a

tactic which can be useful
when losing pay is out of

the question, or where an

open strike is certain to

lead to victimisation. For
isolated individuals or

small groups of workers it

is particularly useful, and

co-ordinated mass sickness

can be devastating and get

the IOOssage across loud and

clear.

Ac<x:lrdi.ng to the leaders of
Hackney council's Tory and

LibDem groups, sick workers
are costing the Poll Tax

payers of Hackney - yes,
there are a few - £ 27 each

this year. These claims are

based on the Audit

Carmission figures that
employees of the Fast Iondcn
borough have an average of
21.3 days off sick each year
- three times the national
average of seven.

Beadle also claims that the

council is run not for local
people but for "council

workers - a cheap way of

. trying to get votes by

playing off working class
people who use services

against those who provide
them. For an example of hCM

the LibDem's view "good"

administration it is

necessary only to look south
to Tower Hamlets, where

?OOple are being denied

access to services unless
they can prove that they

have paid the Poll Tax.
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