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NRIFHE has failed and failed

again ˇto ˇprotect ˇthe

interests of ˇordinary

丨 members-

We have seen our “condttions

worsen, “our Pay

colleagues Whom we respected

broken and forced into early

retirement。 AlL _over “the

North “West “College sites

which actually serve “the

interests “of working “class

people in the community have

been closed。NRTFHE has also

consistently ignored and

never “really allowed “part~

time workers a voice。

R 心

This is not all。The “union

bureaucrats「 only real fight

has “been to preserve “their

union positions。Members are

faced “with the “erosion “of

agxreements as the Education

Reform “Rct devolyes “almost

total power to Rstablishment

Heads “and “their “business~

minded “Governing 。Bodies,

who,in any case,on1y Go as

theyare    

Nbat about educational

provision2 “In all the cuts,

the loudest voices have been

those who needed our support

in “their struggle for

education。 NATFHE “has Gone

nothing ˇto “defend the

service Provision, nothing

for “students interests,

except “to collaborate “with

the bosses in the

destruction “of education as

an entitlement far alL。

S李

Independent一

一

_Educatlon Network

 

RESOLUTION

The NORIH MEST :

EDUCAITON “NEIWORK

education providers ˇand

consumers ˇfrom Colleges。

Folytechnice andl

Universities ˇacross ˇthe

North West。We believe “that

the “corruption and lack “of

representation “withitn “the

existing Trade Unions cannot

be “reformed from within

through “organisations “_such

  

25 the “Broad Left“ Or

“Socialist Teachers/

Lecturers MLlLiances“。

Getting a resolution through 。

to National Conference (scon

to be every TWO years「) is

not “going ,to suceceed in

changing the way our 1ives

2xe__controllead _by __unicn
C

Like。

Our interests lie in fargqing

Links between all “workers

and “students in

establishments。 In this

respect, of course, NRTFHE

has Gone nothing to inform

 

members ˇof “the “way ˇthe

Present “pay “ditspute 。is

Proceeding 。

“write to: IEN,FO Box 29,SW

Our “immediate aims are in

Geveloping “those links “to

Protect ourselves now,based

on “the principle of “mutual

aid “and solidarity。 We

believe in education _as &

right for all members of the

community, and im “the

Provision “of education that

meets ˇthe needs of the

conmunity。 People have “the

right and “the ability “to

Gefine those needs

themselves。 This is one of

the principle aspects of our

organisation:

management。 Running “things

for ourselyes by ourselves。

The North West area cf “the

Independent Education

Network now has Branches “in

the following

MRNCHESTER “COLLBGE OF “RRTS

AND TBCHNOLOGY (MANCAT)

MRNCHESTER POLYTECHNIC

UNIVERSITY OF SRLFORD

For further information

PD0,Manchester ML5 5BW。

 

 

   

The recession -has hit: the

despatch “business with a

vengeance。 Novenber ˇand

December “normally ˇ,mean

loadsamoney for couriers but

that didn 「t happen in 1990。

For all the boom years, the

despatch ,bosses virtually

had a licence to ˇprint

money - They bought

themselyes fast “cars ˇand

fabulous ˇhouses in ˇthe

suburbs “from the profits of

Cur 1abour 。 *

Now at the irst signi of a

recession,autte a few firms

are “cutting “their

increasing“radio “fees “and

generally, Penny~pinching 一

supposedly “to “get more

accounts。 However, it is

always the ˇworkers ˇwbho

 

suffer “most “in “sttuattons

1ike thts, having to work

twice as hard for the _same

money cr less。

GODs AND SHIT

If you reflect for a moment ,

you realise that the

despatch “bosses “treat “the

clients like gods and “the

workers like shit。This is a

   
shBula be paid well for it,

not breadline wages。

硫 “bites

1991, ˇmost

wpanieswill inevitably be

feeling the河 挂ch。 In,this

situation the immediate task

of the DINU is to defend pay

and conditions。 For workers

at firms where the wages are

Particularly bad,the riders

ana “arivers “should get

together,“fomm “a 。Union

branch and take action “for

more money。

 

Most bosses “capitulate ,at

the first sign of industrial

unrestv ,but if your “boss

“Pay more even “after

industrial action, “then all1

should leave,taking as many

m

Workers

WNorkers at two women「s

hostels E Manchester

returned “tD ˇwork

week “long “strike “claiming

victory with the “withdrawal

of disciplinary letters sent

to ˇthem by the ˇhousing

department management 。

Trouble began with “attacks

by “gangs “on the staff “and

residents of the hostel。The

night shift refused to work

until “their safety could be

_gquaranteed。 Attempts to

reach a Solution failed wtth

management “responding “with

aismissal ˇnotices。 In

response to “this the

workers went on strike。

UNITED ACTION

The Housing Department “then

had ˇto employ “special

security “guards at much

greater “cost。 The “united

action of both “NUPE and

NRLGD members paid off “and

the“management were “forced

to back down。

The ironic thing is that 训

is only recently ˇthat

“violence to staff「

guidelines had been

circulated for comment “with

the local authority claiming

to ha Staff safet

 

    

  

The lfact 水Sthat cuts “in

staffing throughout “the

council「s Services,

especially in education “ana

social services, as well as

housing, is Putting workers

at greater Irisk。

Disctplinary letters such as

   

NALGO and NUPE leaders: workers must take

PAGE 2

At Risk

these “are typical pf recent

knee-jerk responses by “city

Council management to

challenges by council

workers。

AT RISK2

For example, within a “new

social Servtces

restructuring,the second in

as many years,Scme workers「

jcbs have been declared “at

risk“ simply “because “they

have “challenged management

over the ˇre-structuring

Process。

Behtnd the ˇheavy-handed

approach 1lies a hidden

agenda。 That “is ˇthat

Manchester「S “socialist「

city council is trying to

break “the strength of “its

workers ˇunions。 Both NRLGD

and NUPE have “built up

strong organisations “wtthin

the city。 This has “come

about “by strong “workplace

organisation with “workers

Kknowing that when they “take

action they will have

support。

t Prevent closures

and the unions have “been

forced to ˇsupport the

  

 

Zhe fact is that the _council

Workers in Manchester “make

advances by taking direct

actions The trouble is that

训 is Sporadic and that

Gdifferent Gepartments do not

coordinate ˇon a regqular

basis。

g

action despite them

“of the cltents wtth them “as

Possible。

COWBOYS

This is the best way to take

the carpet out from

underneath “the feet of “the

cowboys。 They will have no

workers and no _clients -

they will go bust and “good

#iddance。

Whichever “way you look “at

it, 1991 is going to be a

tough year for couriers。The

bubble “has burst in the

despatch “industry “and “the

next twelvye months or so are

going to_be a “struggle。

There has never “been 丶

better ˇtime to join the

Union。

From “Despa

 

of “the “Despatch

Workers

Industry

For more information “about

the DINU,write to:

E

498 Kingsland Road

London EB8 4RU
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BE5ar

“ national Poll taxc “dGemo

o “23 March was btlted as: a

wtctory Patade by :the Rnit

ne ,concrete : ˇreplacement

技declared “we:

wear

: : 《 命余
 

  may Be truer bat“the

Has turned inte“ 丶

subiarine which
“

seems ,to

but “may

Surface、at any time in: one

of many Qifferent forms。

Mth the apparent victory,

continued ,resistance 。Will

slump even further Ethan i

“has in a lot of areas。

“ FD过 Tax Federation, :despite 、

“wetve sunk the ,

For “political gzoups to “be

“clatming “victory “when ,all

8 the enemy has、GOne 玉8

withdrawm_and nat “even- as

far a8- ˇ the:

game Playingz、 We

thingg from the left , bat . 上

unfortunately。 acme E

“anarchtst “movement are alac

falling. for the same game -

The poll taxre is not Gdead, 讼

is ˇnot “even

wounded。 It is just licking

its,wounds。 T0 turn our

backs now could result in an

attack “just as bad if “not

worse than before。

 

 _“
_Conference

  

Nhen the Poll taX WQS

introduced, the anti “poll,

tax campaign warned-that i

was a direct attack on local

services which would lead to

adrastic “cuts in every area。

We knew that-a combination

of ˇcouncil “cuts ˇand

centFalisation “of “business

rates would force “councils

_to make cuts in services and

to further tncrease the pol1

陈 i

e Poll tax E tc force

on 江 -E must

ˇcutback cnxtras such as

housing, 1libraries, and

“schools。The rich can always

pay for these ˇ“things

Privately:。 The Poor “will

have to Go.without。

Now the effects we predicted

have actually “materialised

and, instead “of supporting

the poor in their Einancial

aifficulty「 ˇcouncils -

incluaing Iabour controlleQ

Lothian and Strathclyde -

are attacking us and blaming

us for their cuts “and “the

increases in poll tax rates。

ONE IN THREE

The movement to refuse “to

Pay the poll tax “has “been

fantastically ˇsuccessful。

The latest official figures

reveal that 1,250,000

Sunmary warrants have “been

Sent out “to non Payers in

Scotland。 Nhen you aGd “the

“ters of thousands not even

registered,more than Che in

three are not paying。 “

ˇ With zesistance in “England

ˇ and

ˇ

Wales also

ˇ

being

massive, the government is

now not only thinking “the

le t e

actually ˇdebating “how “to

dump the poll tax。

But we cannot be complacent。

In “Some areas sheriff

officers are “using heavy-

 

handed tactics “to try “and

intimidate ˇ_non payers -

these “thugs must br “driven

cout of our communities。

Even after the abolition “of

the tax, the fight must go

on “til all arrears are

written off。 Rnd we now need

to builGQ cn our success _and

help ˇcreate a movement to

resist _the catbacks in

Pblic services 。 Learning

from _cur experiences in the

oo
沥

技

林archo ccntin

will neea to base this

or trade union “_bureaucrats。

Dut on 9KaSs oots

organisation E the

Community and

。

in the

workplace。

MAY -CONFERENCE

Independent anti “Poll “tax

groups

ˇ

and activists

throughout

ˇ

Scotland

_

are

coming together “in a

conference in May to discuss

and plan for the next “stage

of the battle against “the

poll tax and,against “the

cuts。

The conference will aim “to

widen the scope of the

campaign on the basis “that

the poll tax is an intrinsic

Part of “the

attempt

“

to cut Public

spending, Gecimate the Power

of local government and

impose centralised state

control。

We would 1ike to invite anti

Poll ba campaigners RED

those fighting ˇcuts

。

in

services not only to attend

but “to “Participate in

organising the event。

The Conference E on

Saturday ˇll -May 迈

EQihburgh。

Conference Secretary

“Common Sense“

FO Box 3H1 SD0

Edinburgh “EBB

Scotland

original | 万

bouhdaries。 is Boliticat | |

 

 

The Other

 

 

mortally ,

  

    

 

  

 

 

Tbe sun a but 7

“ who cared Tuo days

- the government “hadt

announced “the final “demise

cof“the hated poll tax “and

Major “had “been

forced to admit that the :tax

was uncollectable。 We were

议 “London ˇto celebrate a

historic “victory for the

working class = the

torpeaoing of the flagship,

one of the most vicious anti

working class for

in Britain。

Scme people aid a roaring

trade in whistles and before

long 丶 Zight old racket was

raised With Grums,Mhistles,

tin cans and hooters and the

lot of us surged thzough the

streets in noisy celebration

of what can be achieved when

working People get

 

Dit:of teiction-e

标stewaras andtheiz -

collaborators in blue。 《(The

Police Higwig _in charge

actuallyˇ ˇcame

ˇ

on

ˇ

4

wonderful “People the ABRPTF

stewards were -“ there may be

jcbs for you

and

Sheridan

 

More effective in limiting

arrests _were “the Watchful

eyes _og the

ˇ

pink-bibbed

Tratalger “Square Defendants

Campaign Observers。

In _the parkv the same “old

Millies were Groning on and

b and

。

People amused

themselves _by lighting

bonfiresof Placards。t
rot

 
 

 

           

 
 

   
 
 
 

  
     
 

npm

4

.

one of the largest cn “the

Gemo, 《lags and “banners

aloft n the alternating「

bursts of light drizzle and

sunshine。 The all-singing

all-dancing “Class NWar “crew

at the front made the ˇmost

of each Photo opportunity in

the best tradttion of ˇmedtal

_folk Gevils。

Meanwhile, “the assenibled

anarchos managed “to “reach

the park wtth only the “o6G

 
  

 

 

 

 

Papers and PC11 tax “bills

while others got cn with the ˇ

serious business of selling

Papers or annoying the cocky

Militants。

Sheridan and Nally got “the

- predictable response from

the crowd “when they “spoke

and so “ranted “on

ˇ

about

agents of the state

Coming from our namers of

and “extremists who

are not Part of cur movement

 

and “have “nothing t

fight

“

therpoll “tax “《again

rich: coming from bureacrats

Who haye、monopolised ˇand

campaigntng _as “as

opposing ˇthe ˇgrassroots

  

anarchist “and non “militant

left who have been doing the

important Spadework。) a

     
the 1ibertarian left “could

take “up the Class Nar Fed「s

suggestion “and set

ˇ

up

alternative ˇplatforms at

these events, rather “than

waste “our “energy shouting

abuse or “getting “intimate

with hefty stewards-

Still, a gocod Gay was had by

most。 But “the battle「s not

over yet - they “are Putting

frcm “the votervs wrath “and

the wonderful replacement to

the ˇPoll tax “looks “1ike

another proverbial crock 。

The Prisoners. should not “be

forgotten (the scaffolding-

weilding “Protester “shopped

by her mum was sent Gown the

Gay before the Gemo) and “we

are ˇstill

ˇ

being hauled

through the courts。Bailiffs

miust be opposed and

communist solidarity built。

Hopefullyr the fight “over

poll tax will give a

boost to the confidence of

the working Class cf

Britain, Europe and beyond。

With “the world “environment

and econcmy in a right old

mess, there are no “Prizes

for “guessing who will “be

made to pay。 The Poll tax

struggle has-been a chink of

light in_the _darkness, a

Promise of things to come.。

P,Doncaster

 



 

 

So述i WaS

Gealt

DlDw、

recently

Yet another

OFficials of the

union, the ABU“,have booked

into- “Blackpook「s ˇImperial

Hotel “for “the “TUC「s “1992

Congress。 Never “mind “that

the hotel has been-boycotted

ever since Trusthouse “Forte

tcok “it over,“refusing “to

recognise the ˇunionised

workforce。

MOAT HOUSE

Its hardly.as if this is an

isolated “incident, 沥

brings to mind a dispute of

a “few years back, “when a

hotel in Liverpool owned by

the Moat House group “sacked

dozens of its workers “for

having joined _the ˇTGNU、

AfEter weeks _of “picketing

Yights

management 。

recognised by

But don「t hold your breath,

their “jabs had been filled

by scabs, and “the TGNU

that i now had negotiating

  

the workers had thetr “union -

bompensation and -the d6le

aqbeue - a strange victory。

What price solidarity?

But “there “again, who “can

expect ˇunion “bureaucrats,

who have more in conmon with

insurance management ,

to care less。 Working class

Solidarity “̌and victories

depend “on “working class

control and “organisation,

not “self-interested l1aw-

abiding leaders_who,

 
than the working class。
 
 

 

Gult Falkrout

 

The bombing “of “the ˇtwo

nuclear reactorts in “Irad

shows “the high regard “wtth

which the United States

views international treaties

such as the ˇNuclear ˇNon

Proliferation “Treaty, to

whtch “both Irad and the-“ US

are signatories。

Radioactive debris will have

been “spread “over a large

area by the attack on these

fuelled “reactors _and “the

resulting “fire _could “have

well sent a _radioactive

cloud over Baghdadr “only 15

miles away。

GLEE

With “cbvious glee。 General

Colin “Powell (chaiz of “the

Joint “Chiefs ˇof “Staff)

announced cn 23 January that

the two reactors at Tuwaitha

were “gqone。 They“re down。

finished.“ On 29

January General Schwartzkopf

announced “that the “nuclear

research “centre in “Baghdad

had also been destroyed。 It

Seems that “the Rmerican

government “have inyented a

new concept in the mad wor1Q

of “nuclear Power politics 一

decommissioning by air raidt

The two reactors at Tuwaitha

Were E research

reactors。 One “was a Saviet

built (ITR 5000) 5 megawatt『

reactor and the other was a

small (500 kilowatt) version

of “the Osirak reactor from   

  
France。Because of the small

size “of the reactors, the

attack cannot create another

adisaster on “the scale “of

Chernoby1。

However, there “could be

Serious off-site

contamination。 The fire

which “was reported at the

larger “reactor “could “have

led to radioactive material

being blow over “Baghdad,

dtrection。
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GULF TROOPS: Victims of US hypocrisy:

 

 

  

     

 

江

Londont1s East End has beert &

regular “selling “Pitch: Eor_
  

 

“ fascistssince Mosle

before the Wary “

remains“their on1yE

Pitch in Iondon。

There haye been many

confrontations “on the spot

over “the 1ast few years all

of which “have “turned _out

favourably for- ant

fascists。 But, as ,this s

their last haven, they “are

noat -1ikely to“move “off

without a fight。 .

ANTI-FASCIST ACTION

On “Sunday “17 “March。 “Rnti

Fasctst “ARction “called -a

demonstration “to oppose the

fascist paper “sellers。 The

objective of this demo “was

to “draw more “people into

antt fascist “activity “and

also to be a more visible

Presence “to the “localsv

scmething that is lacking

When more covert action “is

used and when the “resulting

confrontation “could easily

be “mistaken “for football

hooligans or mods and

rockers to passers-by。

Though there was a large
have poli ns

Co 口 Es CeresencCes :
claimea 讨言geate fze 认余ss “assenbly Point,

low Profile.

they.kepta

The march “of

around “500 people moved the 。

mile _or so Paper

selling ˇpoint without

hinaerance。 The group“of

fascists “who had “aSsembled

to “Protect their pitch fell

back “wtthout So much “aS “a

symibolic show of force。

INSULTS AND CHANTS

REter “half an hour “of

standing _on opposite “sides

WORTHLESS TREATY

hs a signatory to “the Non

Proliferation “Treaty “Iraqi

nuclear ˇinstallations are

regularly inspected by the

International Atcmic “Energy

Rgency。 ˇThe last IRER

inspection “in “Irad was “in

November 1990。 The bombing

tells us scmething about the

worthlessness OS this

treaty。

The Western “countries “and

Police ˇ ““anad ˇ,exchanging

tinsults and “chafits, we

withdrew “toPtcket the Pub“

ˇ where they drink「after paper “

sellingl Zhis “resultea

the “fascists “having “to

retire to ariother pub。Rfter

claiming & Symibolic victory,

the “antt fascists “withdrew

and dispersed-

RlLthough “this was tame in

comparison to a lot of “anti

fascist activity, “it was a

success on many fronts。 The

Police allowed ˇus ˇto

assemble “and move “at “Wi11

despite ˇthe “Public Order

Act。The fascists,despite a

national call out had only a

weak “force defending their

of therbad separated Dy

  

 

  

 

ˇ arives the: white “wOrieing

class into the hands ef the

These excuses hp a -

number of things, the matn

being ˇsell

Papers“。 The ˇtruth is that -

anti fasctst work is Serious

Politics which ˇrequires

serious “conmitment。 It “is

true “that militant antt

fascists tend to be male and

in Fhysical _confrontation

the _more Fhysical _come ˇta ,

the fore。But thts ts only

 

 

 

 

C

 

 

Sellers and they never “got

the courage to Physically

confront us。New People were

drawm into anti fascism “and

丶 Presence was ˇShowny

scmething Which ˇwouldn心

have happened if . a more

Selct group had resSorted to

a handsron operation。

VISIT THE PUB

Rntit “fascism _has got “the

image of macho men “running

Privatization ˇ_of ˇlocal

council “services “does “_not

stop at refuse_ collection or

catering ˇservices。 “The

London “_Borough “of “Bromley

actually privatized their

childrenvs homes。

 

一Luts on[

 

the Soviet Union have “just

ratified the first “additton

to the 1949 Geneva agreement

in which they Promise not to

attack IRERA ˇinspected

nuclear installations E

wartime。

From “Rnti Nuclear “Network

News““available ˇquarterly

from:

Mnti Nuclear Network

c/o 265 Seven Sisters Road

Finsbury Park

London N4 2DE  

small “Part of anti fascism

and “there ts work to Go for

all who wtsh to be involyed。

We Go not expect everyone to

be a street ao ˇ

expect everyone to “conmbat

nationalism “and Zacism on 卫

aay to day level and to give

full “support “ta those 、

engaged “in _atrect ˇaction -

against -fasctsm。

They put them at tender “and

the franchise was won by the

“Kindercare! organisation。

However, the National

Rssociation for Young People

in “Care (NRYPIC) challenged

on the grounds that none “of

the children in the home was

consulted 。

Three ˇchildren took

council to Court

unfortunately “too long “had

elapsed “ana although the|

judge aid comment that he

would have founa for the

children, he was unable to

do so。

the

bat

Then, to rub salt into the

wound, “Bronley are ˇnow

claiming “their court costs-

Who from3 The three children

in “care! _Another caring

council 。 o
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Anyway,

  

If you live outside of South

Yorkshire, you are Probably

unaware of the avescme eventt

which ˇwill -capture ˇthe

hearts and minds of

Yorkshire people this July -

the Norld Student Games。 If

you do ltve around here,you

are probably so Stick of the

hype surrounding “this non

starter of an_event that you

can「t even bear to read this

article 3

The ˇbid to host “the “Games

was ˇwon “by “Sheffield。

Exactly why and how this is

so ˇremains “mystery “aS

Sheffield「s “bid (estimated

pc- 认

million) was against

Edinburgh「s bid (estimated

to cost that city _only 丁 1

million)。 Nhy? ˇBecause

EBdinburgh has the facilities

to host such “an eyent

because the Commonwealth

Games were held there。

Sheffield “has “no ˇsuch

facilities、

THRILLED TO BITS

the “World _Student

Games 、 are comding
ss

anQd

everyone in South Yorkshire

- “especially in Sheffield -

ts thrilled to bits。 Or so

the ruling Labour mafia “and

their “pet “newspaper “hacks

keep telling us-

Take “off “the _rose “tinted

glasses and “you “qiscover

that local people are either

totally apathetic about the

Games or else furious over

the huge financial burden

Sheffield has to bear。

This area “of “England,was

once known as the “Socialist

Republic of South Yorkshire,

renowned 。for cheap

efficient “public “transport

and for a forward “looking

and ˇequitable ˇCouncil,

similar to the good old days

when “Red Ken ruled the “GLC

in LIondon or Perhaps “when

Dazzer Fuled Liverpool 。

But those Gays are long gone

and “would you believe “that

when “the going gets “tough,

the bureaucrats don 「“t resign

en masse in the name of the

great “socialigt Principles

and -

they love to mouth, but

rather they stick the Knife

in and sustain themselyes on

the blood of the poor。

For “that「s what 「s happening

around “here。 The ˇLabour

Councillors are all _doing

very nicely, thank you very

muchy “but “the “buses “have

been “tendered off, old

People「s “homes are “being

sold, schools and community

centres are being cut back

an6 t0 t0p 训 硕 诉

council housing is being

sold off to pay for charades

1Like “the “Norld Student

Games。

One reason behind all “this

(aside from corruption “and

Plain “old mismanagement) is

the “wildly inaccurate “cost

calculations made and

because sponsors have been

Gropping out, realising the

Games _are not going to “net

them huge Profits。

JOBS FOR ALL

The Councizl , in an effort to

scothe the anger of “the

people of Sheffield, tell

you that “the Games, like

 

 

 
 

- estate

 
 

stat

n

《biggest “mall in Europe )

will “attract businesses “to

the area _and create- jcbs。

mega“mall “Meadowhall

Yes, a few jobs are_ Created

- “for a Short period there

have “been a fatz number “of

jcbs for Duilders but “when

they go, the only Prospects

are jobs in low-paid,PpcorlY

Protected “sectors such “as

fast ˇfood, sales and

cleaning。 Scomeone makes a

nice Packet - but “you can

bet it「s not the workers。

Meanwhile, no new homes are

built ana the Council “even

has the nerve to convert an

E

芸Pietes 《latsz to be soia

as-yuppie Elats ~-- mhich may

not “be “so easy as ,the

xrecession “begins to bite) .

06 ada insult to injury,

even “appealed “to

local people to come and do

up ˇthe flats on a yoluntary

Nhy Gon「t they “also

aSk People to Gdrown

themselves in “the Olympic

Pcol as a sacrifice to “the

glory cof the Games and the

Council2

Of “course, People aren t

foolsv “and “hardly anyone「S

been “daft enough “to “put

themselves forward to do up

“the flats or to Perform “any

other “slave tasks for “the

Council (they call it civic

Guties, E33 Call 训

expolitation)。

And, “scme _people have made

the “connection between “the

squandering of 1ocal

People“S taxe8 for Ehe Camea

and “the lack of “sufficient

housing in Sheffield。

SQUAT THE LOT

The “sheffield ˇSquatters

Support “Group are currently

working ˇto “convince , the

Council to let “them “keep

their “homes whilst ˇalso

Publicising homelessness “to

the people of Sheffield。

temporary

  

to be done up Tor ths

m

There are ˇempty

Properties in the city, of

whtch “the squatters “occupy

conly a tiny proportion。Rnd,

of “course, their homes are

in better nick than “empties

because they「ve been “done

up, heated “and maintained,

whereas homes without

residents quickly become

derelect。

“The Sduatters have gone from

house to house, flat to flat

in “their “arean _collecting

names of “support from

neighbours who「d far “rather

1live “next to-squatters thant

next to empties which _can

become “glue Gens er arson

Rs__the Council is Ear from

Popular “these ˇdays, the

support “the “squatters “are

getting “may “just do “the

trick。 Dureaucrats are

terrified _of two _things -

losing ˇvotes and direct

action,and as the squatters

have used “the “latter “and

encouraged the former, they

might just win theiz battle。

But it is only one battle in

the “on-going war “against

those who Line their Pockets

with _our money “and ˇwho

ganmble ˇwith our quality of

1ife and “who

hyPocrisy, Continue to

mutter _homage tao “socialism

and “say “they work “in “our

class「s interest。

We say only We can work “in

our “own interest - by using

qirect actton, mutuat Raid

and Solidarity,Only when we

organise “ourselves on “this

basis can we hope to “create

a world Where the “homeless

are housed and where

potentially Eun things 1itke

a world athletic event “can

be a Part of a “community,

not a Gdrain on it。

Donna,South Yorkshire
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一Ierrorlsts “一

There “have been attacks “by

the IRA on targets both “in

the A Counttos, On the

mainland and On the

continent, _which “have been

both “soft「 military targets

but “also, “wtth “the “bcnb

attacks at London “railway

stations, haye resulted “in

civilian ltves being lost。

This has led to the usual

condemnations by

Politicians, branding “them

Criminal acts OF vi

Little or no thought is Put

into the underlying reasons

behind groups taking up such

methods ˇof struggle。 Of

course State “leaders “are

not going to do this as they

wtsh “to brand such “actions

as insane With ˇ_no reason

behind them。

RESISTANCE

Terrorism has always been an

use it to Condemn anygroup

who take Up armed “struggle

or .resistance。Often a group

that one state considers “to

be “terrortsts another state

may “consider to be “freedcm

fighters,while the group in

question usually see

themselves as the leaders in

a ˇstruggle “for national

What “states ˇobject ˇto

ultimately is not the use of

violence for political ends,

since “they themselves “use「

or threaten to use,yiolence

to maintain or extend their

control。 Rather, it is the

illegitimate use of

violence, “when “not

sanctioned “by a government 。

In the West especially, i

E considered un~-

constitutional or

undemocratic ˇto go beyond

the usual Political

channels。

Yet “when “states resort “to

violence to maintain the

status-quo “or “to “extend

their “influence it “puts

terrorist acts into

Perspective。 What terrorist

group can compare with “the

mass murders of Httler “or

Stalin the Bolshevik

terror, the death squads of

Iatin Rmerica? _Only states

can napalm 1arge areas,Send

tanks into a foreign “city。

jnd it is only states “who

threaten “the use of nuclLear

weapons “to “gatn _political

ends。 The bombing of cities

is used aS a terror “tactic

to break civilian morale。

AUTHORITY

E contrast , the

assassination of a “dictator

is ˇconsidered a “terrorist

act, as s resistance to an

coccupying force ˇor 巳

totalitarian government 。

This ts ˇbecause tt ts ˇnot

backed “by the authority “of

the state-
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Present “time ˇis ˇNelson were often “shaped _by the Emphasis was on military,as

Mandela 。 state and its media。Usually well as “ Political

the old style terrorists considerations, with 巳

CONFUSION operated “alone and _had no small, tight-knit group “of

States “will often use “the

word terrorist “simply ˇto

discredit “opposition groups

or to cause confusion。 They

will also interchange “the

label indiscriminately “with

others 1ike anarchist,

marxist “or maoist to blur 一

the concepts in the publicvs

minds。 One of the “classic

terrorist “images is of “the

mad bomber dressed in “black

whtch became synonymous with

anarchtsn _toward the end of

the “19th “Century:。 This

period is ˇnotable for a

series of “highly-publicised

assassinations or “bombings 、

by ˇcertain “individualist

anarchists。

However。“during “this “time

many _Political factions used

this method of dissent。 I

waS a period of great “state

oppression in _reaction “to

the “increasing ˇpolitical

 

 

0oday more than evet before,

-politicised

     

   

  

 

Of courser “the situation is

complicated by the differing

Perceptigns of Various

states。 To “the Nazi regime

the resistance movements “in

Europe were terrorists, but

to ˇthe RLLies “they were

freedom ˇfighters。 More

recently, “the Contras in

Nicaragua and the

Sandanistas before ˇthem

were。 according to “your

viewpoint, liberators 。or

terrorists。

Rn “actual _yictory for “the

“terrorists「 changes “their

status and their leaders can

become “heads of “state。 A

classic example “at the

awareness _of “the “working

class 。 The anarChist

incidents covered ˇthree

years “and “resulted in “the

deaths of perhaps 20 people。

Compare “this ˇwith ˇthe

destruction Of “the “Paris

Commune a few Years before,

which ˇresulted in the state

murder of 20000。

One “of “the reasons that

anarcho~syndicalism

Geveloped is that working

class “militants Fealised

that individualistic “acts,

“propaganda by “the

only xzesulted in alienating

the “working “class, “whose

Perceptions of such “actions

common political ideology or

no ideology at all。 There

was “no coherent Plan beyond

the“idea “that the ˇgreat

example vwas better than any

nunber of words。

MAU MAU

Modern groups are different 。

Since “the “world war “there

have ˇbeen “a“ˇnumber “of

national 1iberation

struggles 、centred around

guerilla groupS。 he

Vietcong, _the Mau ˇMau in

Kenya- and others used armed

resistance ˇto force ˇthe

withdrawal of their colonial

masters 。

In ˇthe aftermath “of “the

Cuban revolution,an attempt

was made for the first “time

to develop a coherent theory

of “querilla “reststance by

the dissident mazxist Regis

Debray. His “theory was “ta、

be later taken up “by many

guerilla groups and had “a

widespread influence

including Che Guevara。

It “was named “the ˇ“Foco

Theory“ and was “initially

the “main influence “on “the

 
 
 
 emerging rural ˇgueril12

groups in Latin Rmerica “in

the 60「s。 The idea was that

a small band _of dedicated

revolutionaries “could Spark

off “a mass movement by

:becoming a focus for revolt。

Theiz influence would spread

Gowwards ˇthroughout the

rural population,the cities

woula ˇbe isclated and “then

eventually taken。

Debray basea his theory on

the Maoist strand of marxism

and on hts perception of the

Cuban experience。He claimed

that if a small “1iberated

area could be established i

“ would act as the Springboard

fron “which “the whole of a

country -could be won

guerillas ˇbeing able to

inflict “defeats on a larger

conventional ˇarmy 。 This

would then inspire the local

Population “by “the example

and, “in “Debray「8 ˇwords,

would “be “the small _motor

that sets off the ˇlarge

motor“。

MIDDLE CLASS

This inspired several rural

guerrilla

mainly “of ˇclass

rebels, students and

intellectuals。 ˇNone ˇwere

able to exert any lasting

influence “or “enlist the

local “population _to any

great extent。 Their failure

was Symbolised by the “death

of Che“Guevara in “Bolivia

after “he attempted “to “Put

the theory to the test。

hEter the failure “of “the

rural gquerillas there was an

attempt “to adapt the “Eoco

Theory to “the cities “with

the rise Of the urben

guerilla 、groups in the

1970「s。They were attempting

to “take “advantage of “the

tremendous rise in the hrban

Eopulations that took “place

in Latin America。

TUPAMAROS

  

Tupamaros in _Uruguay, “wnere

the urban Population

accounted “Eor 508 “of “tie

total, “_nearly all in “the

capital “Tneir

itn “common with

other urban guerilla groups

wa “ta “attemat :to Creatte:

whereby the state

woulQ have to Snouw its Erue

opprescive face。 SYheir

action,they

2ring togethez revalutionary

forces ˇ“under 司 unifieQ

comrand,creating a Vanguaret

to “spearhead ˇ

Tney sought an efficient

methoa 、 of channelling

violence in order ta Secure

Political rower。

They had three main aims: to

Gdemoralise the state「s

Police and armed forces; “to

win over the working class ˇ

by facilitating a Political

Process “for the seizure of

Power by their example; and

to “Prepare themselves Eor

eventual political Power

with on-the~job training for

theiz Cadres。

RULING CLASS

They ˇtriea “to ˇconduct

psychological -warfare to

contribute “to the ˇmoral

qtsintegration of the state。

They believed that by using

terror tactics a split would

occur in the ruling elite。

However 1tke the Zuzal

guerillas before them, “they
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TERRORISTS?
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remained “totally isolated

from “the class they “were

supposedly going to lead。

It was “often workers

themselves “Who suffered “at

their hands,being often the

most ˇvulnerable ˇto the

guerilla actions。 Nhen the

states Qid react,again,the

workers! “organisations,were

e first to be affected by

any Crackdown。 Many working

class People unconnected

with ˇthe guerillas were

imprisoned of killed, all of

which only served to isolate

the “gzoups。 “Being detached

from “any “popular “movement

and “being unrelated to the

social situation,no worktng

class “support emerged “and

the groups went into

Gecline。

The urban guerilla “movement

also developed in “Europe,

most “notably by the “Baader

Meinhof group in West

Germany and “the Brigado

Rossi in Italy。 They

kidnapped and killed leading

establishment figures 。

Rgatn, their isolation from

the ˇmass “of “the working

class, coming almost

entirely “from student “and

middle “class backgzounds,

was used against them by the

state to easily discredtt

thems

For the past two decades the

PLO and “the IRA have “been

perceived hy the public as

epitomising 巳 modern

terrorist “group。 Both have

changea and adapted “their

tactics over the yearsz with

both “military and polititcal

wings being Pushed at

various times.。

force, yet only represented

a “minority ˇwithin the

Population。 In this respect

they “had characteristics. in

common “with “both ˇ_national

1iberation movements and the

urban ˇguerilla ˇgroups。

Unlike the latter they “were

able to build up substantial

support “amongst sections of

the population, and that,

along with theirz “two-front

approach, has enabled “them

to survive for so long。 But

they have also used socme of

the tactics of “the ˇurban

guerilla groups and have had

similar structures。

GOVERNMENT-IN-WAITING

The PLO haye recently “been

able to transcend their “old

classification as 巳

terrorist “organisation “and

are now widely seen aS “the

alternative

waiting。 For the IRA it has

been more difficult and they

have been “unable to move

beyond their base in the

catholic working class。Even

then “there are other groups

offering “alternatives, and

their“desire for a united

Irelana of “the type they

envisage ˇis not “widely

shared in the Republic。

The IRA abandoned 。their

bombing “campaign of the

early 70“s and ˇswitched

their focus Lo Community and 孙

electoral _politics。 Their

recent campaign seemed to be

the “beginning _of a new

Girection for them。Howeverv

it highlighted the

aifficulties in taktng _such

actions,-with mistakes being

madie aS well E the

Possitbilities of rogue

groups taking the campatgn a

stage further than intended。

the streets of Britain。 The

state uses any deaths to tts

own “advantage and no matter

how the targets are

justified this ˇis not

Perceived “as “such _by “the

working “class。 ft is “also

ironic that the campatign has

begun “just “as the “state「s

judicial system is under

question following the

recent “releases “of the

Gutldford Four and

Birmingham Six。

INDISCRIMINATE

The idea that small

answerable ˇto“ˇno-one “but

themselves, can bring about

fundamental “change “through

their actions is one that

should “be opposed。 In scme

cases ˇarmed “struggle is

vindicated and the “national

ILiberation movements had

1ittle or no alternative but

to take on their “colonial

masters militarily。

This “course “of “action E

harder to justify for groups

1tke the IRA, especially

Guring “campaigns “that “use

inaiscriminate ˇbombings and

shootings as ˇthe matn

weapons 。 In “fact these

tactics “actually “alienate

the very supporters that the

groups who use them hope “to 真

enlist。

SOCIAL REVOLUTION

always seen “tha Social

revolution cannot be brought

about “by a Small “VanguarQ

operating outside of the

working “class。 Violence is

inevitable “in a social

revolution .as “the “worktng

class defend themselves

against “state attack。 This

however “is ˇfundamentally

Gdifferent “from the actions

 

 

 

Fidel Castro holds a ground-level conference. Ratdl Castro is at the extreme right.
 
 

NATIONAL LIBERATION

They ˇaiffered “from the

earlier groups in that they

sSaw themselves in a struggle

against a foreign,occupying

With “the more recent “bonib

attacks, as well aS “the

mortar “attack “on “Downing

Street, 让 seems as if “the

IRA are still Prepared “to

bring “the Irish war on “to

of “terrorist groups as i北

will be sanctioned byy and

accountable “to the “class

that uses 议 。

We can recognise the reasons

why Ppeople take to such

methods ˇto “bring ˇabout

change and often the state「s

actions can “mean that “the

workers have ltttle “choice

but to take up arms “agatnst

it。 But in most cases it is

a tactic that harms the Yery

class ˇit ˇsupposedly is

trying to _help。 It is no

surprise that its proponents

and “advocates “come “mainly

from outside our class。

Only organisation based

fully in our “class and

Gdemocratically controlled

can hope to achieve the goal

PAGE _7.

of social revolution。 In

times _of “repression there

Can be a ˇneed for

clandestine organtsation to

matintatn opposition。

ULtimately, ,though, this

type cf organisation。

alienated from the class “by

adopting “terror! “tactics,

and “remainwil1 “become,

 

  

  

  
  

  

  

 

  
  

   

elitist ˇand vanguardist。

Even if 达 qdid manage any

social change it would be a

superficial _one, simply a

change of leadership ˇwith

the working class Still in

much “the same position “as

before。
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Internatlonal

THE PRINCIPLES OF REVOLUTIONARY SYNDICALISM

  

REVOLUTIONRRY

basing

war, “aims “at the union “of

all _manual and intellectual

workers in economic fighting

organisations struggling for

theiz emancipation from “the

yoke of “wage “slavery “and

from “the oppression of “the

State。 Its goal consists in

the re-organisation cf

social “1ife on the basis of

Free Communism, by means of

the revolutionary action “of

the working class itself。It

considers “that the econcmic

organisations of the

broletariat are alone

capable “of “realising “this

aim, and, in “consequence

its appeal is addressed “to

workers in their capacity of

Producers and “creators “of

social riches,in opposttion

to the mcdern Political

“ 1abour 、Parties Which “can

Syndicalism

never “be-considered at “all

  

   

REVOLUIIONARY Syndtcalism is

the confirmed enemy of every

form “of economic and social

monopoly“ and “aims at its

abolition 、by “means ˇof

econcmic Communes and

administrative ˇorgans of

field and factoryˇ“ workers,

on “the _basis of a free

system of councils,entirely

1iberated from subordination

to any Government or

Political Party,Against the

Politics of the State and of

Parties 玖 erects the

economic “organisation of

1abour; against the

Government of men, 让 “sets

up _the management of things。

Consedquently,it has not for

its object the conquest of

Political “power, but “the

abolition of “every “State

function in social 1tfe。 It

considers that along with

the monopoly “of “property。

should “dqisappear “also “the

monopoly of dominationr and

that any form of the “State,

the fomm of “the

“dictatorship of the

proletariat“will alwayS “be

the Creator cf new

monopolieg and new

Privileges: it could _never

be an instrument of

1iberation。

itself on the class 。

- indus

THB DCUBLE TRSK of

Revolutionary Syndicalism is

as follows: “on the one hand

训 ˇpursues the ˇdaily

xzevolutionary “struggle “for

the “economic 。 social “and

intellectual improvement “of

the working class within the

framework of existing

society。 On the other hand,

its ultimate gocal is “to

raise , the masses to“the

independent management of

Production and distribution,

as well as to the “transfer

into “their own hands of all

the ramifications of “social

life。 It is convinced that

the “organisation “of ˇan

econcmic system, resting on

the Producer and built “uP

from “_below ˇupwards, can

never be ˇregulated by

Governmental _decrees, but

only by the common action of

all manual and “intellectual

workers in every branch of

try, by the running of

] ies 4 H e S

themselyes,,in _such a way

that each, group,workshop or

branch ˇof industry, is ˇan_

autoncmous section of “the

general econcomic

organisation,systematically

   

 

developing production “and

distribution in the

interests “of “the entire

community in accordance with

a “well-determined plan “and

on_ “the basis of

agreements。

mmutual

L

REVOLUTIONRRY Syndicalism is

opposed to every centralist

tendency and _organisation,

which “is but borrowed from

the State and the ˇChurchy -

and which Stif1es

methodically every spirit of

initiative and eyery

independent thought 。

Centralism is an “artificial

organisation ˇfram _top to

bottom, which hands over en

bloc to a handful _of _men

the regulation ˇof the

affairs of 巳 Whole

community。 The individual

becomes, therefore,nothing

but an automaton “directed

and “moved from “above。 The

 

interests “of the “community

yield Place to the

Privtleges of a 《ew,variety

is replaced by “unifonmi ty:

Personal responsibility by 3

soulless discipline; ˇreal

education by a vVeneer。It is

for this reason that

Revolutionary Syndtcalism

advocates federalist

organisation; ˇthat “is “to

“an organisation, from

below _upwards, _of a free

union “of all forces on the

一一一rp标
interests。

  

REVOLUTIONRRY Syndicalism

rejects _all “parliamentary

activity and ˇall r

operation “with legislative

bodies。 “Universal suffragev,

con “however “wide a basis,

cannot “bring ˇabout the

disappearance of the

flagzant contradictions

existing “in the yery “bosom

of ˇmodern _̌the

Parliamentary system has but

one object, wiz。, to lend

the appearance _of 。legal

xright “to the reign of “1lies

and social injustice, to

Persuade “slaves to fix the

seal “of the law onto their

own enslavement。

   

REVOLUUTIONRRY Syndicalism ALTHOUGH _enemies of 。al

rejects all arbitrarily forms “of organised Violence

fixed political and national in “the ˇhands “of any

frontiers。 and “it sees in Government,the Syndicalists

nationalism nothing else but Go “not “forget “that the

decisive struggle “betweenthe ˇreligion of the modern

State, behind _which

“

are the Capitalism of today and

concealed the material the Free Communism of

interests “of the possessing tomorrow, will “not ˇtake

classes。 It recognises only Place without serious

regional differences, and collisions。 They -zecognise

Gdemands for every group “the violence, therefore,

right “of self-determination means of defence aqainst the

in ˇharmonious solidarity methods “of violence of “the

with all other “associations xruling

ˇ

classes, in the

of an economic, territorial struggle of the

or national order.
expropriation “of the meants

of “production and _of “the

land。 Just asSs this

expropriation cannot be

conmenced “and carried to a

successful “issue except “by

the revolutionary economic

organisation of the workers,

so “also the Gefence of “the

revolution should be in “the

R IS FOR THESE Same reasons hands of these econcmtic

   
DCpposes GF H Ttazy 口

mtilitarism in all its forms

and considers anti-

militarist propaganda as one

of the most important “tasks

in “the struggle against the

present_ system,In the first

other organisations

operating outside the

econcmic

instance, i urges

indtvidual xzefusal of

military service, and

especial1y。 organised

boycott against the

manufacture of war material 。

REVOLUTIONRRY Syndicalism

stands “on the “Platform “of

Gdirect action, “and supports

all struggles which are not

in “contradiction “with “its

wiz。, the abolition of I IS

econcmic monopoly and of the

domination of the State。The

methods ˇof fight are -the

strike, the boycott,

sabotage,etc。Direct action

finds “its most “Pronounced

expression “in “the “general

strike “which, at the “same

time,frcm the point of view

ONLY E

revolutionary

organisations_of -the working

class “that is tao “be “found

the “power able to carry out

its emancipation as well “a5

the

economic

the creative energy

necessary for the -

reorganisation pf society on

the basis of Free Communiem

  

of Revolutionary 纳

Syndicalism,ought to be the (Founding “principles of the

Prelude ˇto -the Social International Norkers

revolution。 Rssociationy“1922)

 
International Workers Association

: z

   

revolutionary people for the -

S

   

|
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and the House of ITords, Dut

these are seen as the “fine

tuning of _running

machine。It may be a cliche,

bat according to this “kind

of democracy,our Power lies

in _a“handful of ˇon a

ballot Paper、 hs anafchists。

we reject this Hemocracy as

a shanmt ˇ

We -“have to go tnto

great “detail to expose “the

hypocrisy of “_our “Present

Rociety。 Just one example is

the total “U-turns by

Politicians and parties in

Power “that we “witness al1

the time _and which are “an

accepted PR, 伟 the

political “system “we live

ˇ“under、

These U-turns arent simply

a result “of an inborn

_ preaisposition of

Politicians to lie - it has

to Go with the fact “that

_real Power and authority are

E in the hanes Ce  

   

and generals。

This is the first reason why

we ˇreject this democracy as

nothing isˇever going to

Cchange unless we direct “our

energy 「against “those With

theˇreal power。 The second

reason “is because in “this

society “democracy is “based

on electing people “into

Power and authority “aver us

rather than electing people

to carry out specific tasks。

INGRAINED

The Problem ˇ“ as

revolutionaries face s that

this so called democracy has

become ingrained ˇinto

People「s consctousnesses 。

This becomes obyious when we

look ˇat ˇˇhow Bopular

movements “Such “as ,miiners

support “work or antt “Poll

tax activities are

organised。 Once things go

beyond local group activity

elected people become “seen

as leaders “who should “be

followed rather than

directed by everyone “else。

Even ˇwithin “local groups

there is a tendency to look

on the Chair, secretary and

treasurer as“those Who know

Dest「

It is this understanding “of

Gemacracy “we must “confront

if we“are to build a “new

society within “the “hearts

Proportional representation The first principle by which,

we “organise“is that 、of

autonomy。 This “means “that

different groups are free to

govern their own affatrs; be

they political, industrial ,

community ˇcr workplace

groups: But。 “as “nothihg

extists in 一solationv

individuals and groups “must -

be held accountable to “the

wider society: a factory to

its conmmunity, an anarchist

group to the wider anarchist

movement and, most

importantly, those _ccordin-

ating bodies or officials to

those who appointed them。

CONSENSUS

Rnother principle by “which

we “organise 8 “Consensus

decision making, In “doing

this, we totally reject

operating simply by majority“

rule。 Rather,we believe i

is important that

R 林

余nto

carry out that decision。

This

everyone “is going t “agree

on everything, but “rather

that ˇpeople “consent “to

either “do something or that

others do its。 In a ,free

society, ˇthere「s no “ Way

around ˇthis “as without

consent 《mhtch “arises 、not

from :sterile motioris “and

Proposats but from “informed

debate) then “coercion “or

manipulation occur。

In “order “ta Practice “and

understand how a new society

will xzun itself, “址 is

important to :use the

Principles of “organtsation

in the here and now。 People

learn froam experience, frcm

trial -and error, and

therefore we all _need “to

work at these new forms “of

free “organisation which are

so Qifferent from the “ones

we are brought up with。

We must reject the “accepted

practice of ˇ“the ends

justify the means“。 Only Dy

accepting “that the “way we

organise now is the way a

future society will turn

out, can a truly democratic

and “revolutionary Eorm “of

organisation have the

strength to defend itself in

when . 2

People are deciding what ta -

“mean that 、

 

aS well aS

experience。 I cannot “be

written in laws or Eules

that “are “blindly followed

but rmust “be 《lexible “and

grounded in people「s various

situations and experiences -

 

THE WAY FORWARD

. Ihe way forwara for building

a “wider “understanding “of

anarchist organisation,

1ibertarian democracy or

 

_Long Day椿 Journey

(Royal National Theatre 一 on

tobur til end of May-)

Eugene O“Neill was a figure

as “romantic “and tragic “as

his plays suggest。 He “also

had “a - reputation as 。巳

radical and was Part “of

the「Greenwich Village Scene「

that included Emma Goldman,

John Reed and Louise “Bryant

as “portrayed in “the film

His plays were “slated “by

critics as morbid and “shut

dow “by the “police for

cbscenity。 OvNeill “often

said he was a man “qivided

between “despair “at ˇthe

triumph Cf cynical

Practical 。 cour s

groups。 ItE is from “these

experiences “that “activists

will1 gain “the “ability “to

apply “these principles “and

Practices of real “democracy

to all kinds of situations。

But Eirst these groups must

take on 巳 radical

alteration。 They must adopt

a Policy of including people

rather “than excluding them

because they do not wear the

REVIEW

Eugene O“Nel

materialism “and “his ˇever~-

renewing “commitment “to an

enobled human spirit。

This Production is not “for

those Who like short or

1Light Grama “but it is wel1

acted and produced and Sti11

has “interest relevance 。

In his day, touched

on ˇ“taboo ˇsubjects ˇlike

alcoholism and Gdrug

addiction, breaking ˇthe

stiff Conyentions of

bourgeois “theatre as Ibsen

and Strindberg did。

IiKe Arthur Miller 《Death af

a Salesman) he punctures the

IRmerican “Dreamt - all is

not well in the,land of the

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

m 根 S

who understand the “concept

of freedom and who can apply

this in Gay to day struggles

and organisation that a new

world can be built。 Party

hacks who can argque the Line

but who have to be told what

the line is are of no use to

us “either now or in “the

future。 What we “need “are

“militants ˇwho think “with

theiz hearts and fight “with

their heads。

 

Into The Night

, even for the

reasonably “well-heeled。 He

wrote of ˇRmerica that

“supposing Someday we should

sSuGGenly see with the “clear

eyes of the soul the “true

valuation Of all our

triumphantv brass band

materialism,see the

why,we are the tragedy,the

most “appalling yet ˇwritten

or

It is “in this light that

Iong “Day「s Journey Into

Might should be seen ~ a cry

of pain in the face of all-

too-familiar reality of this

brave new world we live in。

P

 

    



 

- heterosextst

really

negative images “of “wimmin

DIRECT ACTiON No72

IE was sickening to see _such

blatantly sexist cartoons in

the February:issue。Me refer

to “the Poll Tax“ “and

“Barbie and Ken“ “cartoons。

T both _cartoonswimmin are

Portrayed “_as mindless ˇand

sSubmissive。 Both “Play on

Patriarchal

images。 Thtngs such as thtts

turn “many winmin away from

: anarchism。

DR “should “be true to its

Rims and “Princtples。 For

whatever reasons 、 these

cartoons were printed, they

came Over aS SEXIST PAP。 I

is “not “acceptable for “an

edquality-based _movement “to

Promote Gdangerous

heterosextst Propaganda

which ˇGoes nothing but

Gamage “the reputation “of

anarchist politics。

Does “the DR Editorial Group

think “that these

are acceptable2 Does the DR

EQitorial :

it “can “芸oddPe心 “credible

Paper when it …prcmoting -

sexism and denying half “the

Population control of “their

own “lives and environment“?

Would a cartoon with similar

xacist innuendo be

acceptable?

If these Cartoons

(especially the “Barbie and

Ken“) are meant to _be a

mockery of “sexism, or “at

worst 。 ok whos

Laughing222

Several people working 、with

the “DRM in Norwich are “Put

off joining and will _not

while ˇthis mindless “crap .

remains a Part of _DR。 Ne

hope that you will seriously

revise your editorial Policy

on graphics。

Norwich DM4 and Supporters

REPLY: After “reading “and

re-reading “the above letter

several “times and “Puzzling

over what it could “possibly

we Sti11 find

ourselves confused as to how

to rep1y。

Mpparently,a cartoon (1Rnti

Poll Which shows a man

and woman 《presumably

husband “and wife) “together

Promotes Sextsm and

heterosexism。 Or “are we to-

understand “that ˇthe

article of “clothing - the

pinny - Which “causes Such

 

Do Nerwich DAM and

believe ,that

inages “of men ˇwomen

together ˇ (here “actively

fighting “the Poll Tax) are

inherent1y sextst and

heterosextst?

We ,thought “these ˇwords

described People who

Gemeaned and patronised

People solely on the “basis

of : “thetr gender and

Sexuality “ we Qidn t

realise that showing People

fighting together- came under

this category。

Ms for “Barbie and Ken“ -

yes, this was meant to be

funny。 Barbie and Ken Golls

are “stupid stereotypes for

children “to play with “and

learn。 By Putting this

cartoon with tts-_caption was

TRKING THE PISS。Rnybody who

fails to see this,wWho ts so

defensive “that “they can 「t

see ˇthe humour “in “using

“establishment「 in

and wbho 林 us 2

just “because their idea of

humour is Qifferent - IS

TRKING THE PISS-

Rs for claiming the cartoon

ts heterosexist, well, all

we can “Say is “would “the

cartoon _have been Ok if “we

Put “two “Barbies “together?

Should “one of “the Barbies

have also been black?2 “Let「S

hear it for .

Lastly; we wonder if Norwich

DRM and “Supporters“ have

Paused to think whether any

cof us are Women - ˇor does

the 《act that we Spell “our

gender proper1y and make fun

of sexist toys (and .possibly

also sleep with men and wear

Pinnies) negate our

opinions? Rt least we don「t

Presume “to speak Eor “all

DR Collective

 

 

Dear D。Re ,

“Nabody ˇenjoys war, but

welre here to Go a jcb.“

This quote was used in DR to

show that “ squaddies

know what the fuck

doing (in the Gulf) or

care.“ Well, What would you

Say Eor the cameras if you

were a SquaGdie camped “in

the Saudi desert?

F 05 坂

「 Treland。

  
   

 

 

ordinary “blokes the _army is -

just a jcb - better than the

Gole,and a chance to travet

ang maybe learmi a trade。 YOu

may ˇnot see _the 、ugly “side-

before you join up, but on

“active servtce“ the “image

begtns to crack。 “Rnd no 兀

haveni「七

 

- Britatn 。 have :

4 bat that

it mean “alL “soldters

conscript “army

are In theUS Viet

ˇ “Nam ˇveterans ,and .Black .

ctass ,ccmmunfties,

whose young peegle join “up

to of the “Poverty

trap,ˇhave “ˇbeen talking

action adatnst the war 。 Thtis

is what we need - “and

How the hell can we expect

the guns to“turn “on the

real enemy“, yet treat

Squaddies with total

contempt?

Come on “DRy get your act

together。 Cut the _crap “

What the hell E

“prognosticating“ “supposed

to mean anyway?- “and let1S

have some real class

consciousness。 not “this

Lukewarm mixture Of rhetoric

and garbage。

e London

abGut,
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wtth“theˇ _exceltent

heckltng and _abuse- that

Gorbachev and co。 got “巡

Red Square last year。

follow the Sovtet

anarchtsts「 example_and- use

the opportunity of our self-

appointed ˇleaders! “Mayday

marches “to get our point

across。 Rnarchist, “anti-

fascist or anti~poll ˇtax

contingents “should be built

for “Mayday “marches “around

the country “to show -the

bureaucratic bastards “who

“run“ the Iabour “movement

that we know that Mayday is

about the trudttion of Ehe

Haymarket Martyrs, the

fighting capabilities of the

working ˇclass and the Gream 

continue to regatmtit8 - CHG

“meaning “in

Comrades in the West “should _

   

    
科

opportunity to “boost the

Prospects “of “someboringy

Poll “Tax-implementing toady-

in ˇthe ˇLocal ˇcounc议 ,

or give “support

to“Neil Kinnock「s New Mode -

.Iabour Party (blink and < you

miss the_ difference .with the

Tories) 。

Ne locok forward to the day -

when the British “working 。

class has “regatned “enough

confidence “to re-establish

the tradition of the General

Strike on Mayday「 and join

with ˇtheir - brothers ˇand

Sisters acroSS the worl1G “to

demand a society “without

bospeg bureuucrats。

Long 1ive Mayday

Norkers of the world

 

Winning the Class “War “is

Prcbably the most important

Publication for Gecades。 s

t says in the introduction,

tt ts not a “blueprint- for

the creation Cf 巳

revolutionary “working class

movement。It is,though,the

first step towards

introducing the idea of such

a movement to the Public。

Its direct and “combatative

style share the essence “and

apprcach “of “the “Pamphlet。

For “too long _our “class

initiatives and actions have

been “hijacked by social

Gemocrats Or Social

Gemocracy ˇ in marxist~-

leninist clothing,all vying

for power and influence over

us。 This has led to apathy

and cynicism _within our

class aS well as a loss “of

confidence in our ability to

organise ourselyes and win。

winning ˇthe ˇClass ˇWar

clearly states what is wrong

with ˇcurrent “organisations

Which Purport to be working

class “and how ˇactivity

within the workplace “ls

attacked not “only by “the

bosses, but also by “the

wINNINC LHF

bosses 1n the unions。

“The social “democrats “from

the left to the centre all

believe that we are

incapable of “thinking “and

acting on our behalf “- they

believe that they alone have

the intelligence and

wherewithal to organtse us。

But their type cf

organtsution doeg not “calt

for “the end of

only for their collaboration

in ˇthe running of 描5

sinking empire。

WWWWE6 8

_CQLad

WAR

  

We all know that the system

is wrong - apart 《rom the

hacks, that is。 We

actually need _books _and

Pamphlets to tell us that。

Winning “the-Class War “goes

beyond criticism to consider

the idea of networks _as“a

meang of “bringing the“ new

society “and an “end to

capitalism,ˇcloser。 These

ANARCHO-SYNDICALIST STRATEGY

ULLA2

networkS - _cut “across all

false qivisions created - to

divide ˇus - trade 1ines。

Paid work/unpaid NOrK ,

workplace activity/ ˇlocal

acttvity。

These networks “are ˇnon

hierarchical are a means

of Cur clas8。

They “are a means林 taking-

control “an ˇresponsibility

for our 1ives。These are the

seeds which will grow into a

formidable force for change。

Such a means of organisation

is not easy - it witll take

much of our energy and time

But what are these “Compared

to the complete overthrow of

capitalism2 :

Donvt be _Put off by the

cover of Minning the Class _

War, you get used to 训。

This is a valuable tool for

all anarcho-syndicalists and

sympathisers。 Use 议 wisely

to give our class the meahs

once ˇand “for all C

aestroying capitaliem ˇandˇ

S

communist society。

    J。 Doncaster

FOR 300R COPY CF NDSIING

CLASS NRR。 SEND 1.25-(PSP

IRCL) TO:

FO BOK 106 2 3

South Yorkshire S60
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Int ( 人

SCLlbel

Pu332722

RGGreSS

Send “to: “DR, FO Box “106,

Rotherham S60 1NWN。

Cheques/PO「s Payable to DRM

Many tharkks to the following

comrades “who have sent “us

donations recently:

TJ,Newcastle.......一 2.00

RE and 5.00

o 3.00

,Kent。 * 万4.60

RToo许沥

RSNW,Bradford........心 10.00

 

  
  

Donations, large or “small,

are alvayS gzatefully

received。 Remenber that

another way of showtng 。your

support for Direct Rctioan is

to take “out a “Supporters

Subscription。 For ˇ12 you

get 12 issues of DR sent to

your home, a copy “of “the

book, A Year af Our Lives

(the story of the ˇMiners

Strike in a Doncaster pit

village), ana “our “undying

   Deadline

April I2th
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3Comagp-

RHinburgh DRM, FO Box “516,

Southwest DO,Rdinburgh EH10

。 Glasgow DRM, PO Box 239,

_Glasgow G3 6RR

PO Box 12,

Notts NG4 35W

South Yorkshire DRA, PO Box

106, Rtherham 560 1NW 、

ITeicester DRM,c/o Notts DRM

for in corby &

Harrogate “and “Huddersfield

write to NE Secretary c/o

Leeds DRM

Grove, Burnley, Lancs -BB11

3PY ,Liverpool DRM, PO Box

110, Liverpool L69 “8DP 。

DRM, FO Box 29,

SNW PD0, Manchester “ML5 、

Prestan _DRM, PO Box 172,

Preston 1 Iancs PR1 三 for

contacts in Cumbria,

Jancaster, Salford and

Stockport ˇwrite to ˇNW

Secretary c/o Burnley DRM

ENGLAND-

South DRM,

Box 245, St Mlbans,Herts 。

Deptfara _DRM, FO Box ˇ574,

ILondon SE4 1pL 。 East London

DRM, 84b Nhitechapel “High

St, London “E1 T8X 。 North

Iondon DRM, temporarily c/o

Deptford _DAM 。South LIondon

DRM,“FO Box 76L,Camberwe11

SD0, Iondon “SE5 。 for

contacts in Kent and Reading

write to SEB Region Secretary

c/o North London DRM

命 一h 一

ENCIAND-

Bristal .DRM, National

Secretary 。 for contacts in

Somerset and Plymouth “write

 

IRposrara-

Industry NWorkers

Dnian,c/o 489 Kingsland R,

ILondon E8 4MU 。

Eiucatian _Network, FO “Box

29 入SW PD0, Manchester M15

SHN 一 Syndicalist

Bealthmworkers, c/o FO Box

761, Camberwell SDD,London

SE5 。 DRM Council “Workers

c/o N。 London or Manchester

DRM 。 DRM Workers

c/o Manchester DRM

CONTACTS-

Rnti “Nuclear “Network, Box

30, 187 High Rd,London N22

* ASP (anarcho-syndicalist

Publishers), BCM “Box 3714,

London NCIN 3XX 。 Black Flag

(anarchist monthly), BM

Hurricane,ILondon NCIN 3XX 、

Organise ˇ〔ana i

ists), 7 W

Belfast 工

  

 

 

Who are

 

E

The Direct Action Movement

was formed “in 1979 by “the

Syndicalist Workers Federat-

ion “and _other ˇgroups “and

indtviduals believeing jh

the the _ˇprinctples of

anarchosyndicaliem。 “The-DRM

ts “the british “section “of

the ˇInternational Norkere

Association (INR)。 The TR,

formed 1922, presently

has sections dn France,

Italy。 Norway,

Denmark, Germany 〔Rast and

West), ,Japan,

Mrgenttna, Brazil “and “the

& Provisional

sectton in Finland。

NRRT TO FTKD OUT

IfE you like the sound _of

what ˇRnarcho-syndtcalists

have to say and would “1ike

to find out more about “the

ideas “and activities of the

Direct “Ahction _Movement “-
李 咤

Mssociation, you can “_write

to ˇˇthe ˇDRM ˇNational

Secretary「 ˇor _to 。your

nearest local group or

relevant industrial contact。

连 人,

Direct “Action has ˇ been

   
 

1945, whenl it was 1aunchied

as the monthly paper c “the

Rnarchist Federation ˇof

Britain。 In 1950 ˇthe “AEB

became ˇthe ˇSyndicalist

Norkers Federationy and

when, in 1979,the SNEF were

central “in ˇforming the

Direct hction _Movement, DR

became the paper of the DRM.

Puatting the ˇcase for 4

dtc ssincesil

工 * ˇThe Dtrect hctton Movenent

who would take over on behalf of
the vorkers。
5, balteve that the cnly way
for the worktng class to achieve
this ˇ坳 by ˇindependent
organteation _迈 the workplace
and the community and federation
wtth others in the same industry
and Localtty,dndependent of and
oppoeed to aLl political parttes
and trade unton bureaucracies。
NL such workars「 organtsations
must “be ˇcontrolled by the
workers “thenselves and 。must

anite zathar than atvide the
workars「 movement。 hny and l
such delegates of such vorkers 「
organtsations be subject to
dmmediate recall by the workara。
6 , 费 are oppoeed to 虬1 state
and instttuttons。 The
working “class has no country。
The class struggle is worldutde
and zecognises no arttfict 吊
boundaries。 The armtes 。and
Polics of all states d not
axist to Protect the vorkers of
those states,they exiat cnly 山
the repressivs arm of the ruling
class。
7 * 费 oppose ractan, sexisnu
ilitartam and all attttudes and
dnatttuttons that stand in the
way of equality and the right of
lil People everyihere to control
thaiz awn ltves and envtronment。

8 , The Dtzect ction Movemnent
扬 zesolved t ˇ

9 > ˇThe Dtrect Mctton Movement
拷 一 foderation of groupe and
dndividuals sbo belteve 圭 the
Pcinctples of anarchor
synaicalisn: a aystem where the
workars alone control industry
and the communtty tthout tEhe
atctates ˇof ˇPoldticiana,
bureaucrats, boesea and sc
called axperte。

   
 

Rpologies to all our readers

for the late arrival of the

March issue of DR。 This was

Hue ˇproblems at “our

Printers in Glasgow。 RS a

result “of “those ongoing

Problems it is Likely “that

the“production “quality of

this issue will be zeduced。

However,aS af May DR should

be looking better than ever:

Produced and “published by

the - Direct RCtion Baitorial

Collective (members of South

Yorkshire and Manchester

DRM) 。ARL1 correspondence to:

FO BOX 106,

ROTHERHAM,

SOUTIH YXORKSHIRE S60 1NN。

Distributed “by Glasgow DRM,

FO Box 239“GlasgDw“G3_6RR。
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WAR “_AND REVOLUTIOMN

  

In October ˇ1917, the

Bolsheviks seized power “in

with the aid “of

militant “workers in “Moscow

and Leningzad。 The

Bolsheviks “then “set “about

constructing “a system based

con “the ideas of “Marx “and

Lenin。It was thts _system of

State Capitalism,“ that they

were to pursue for the next

70 years, that has led “to

the Soviet Union

the verge ˇof econcmic

collnpse

STATE CONTROL

The instituting of complete

state control has_led to the

economy “grinding towards “a

halt。 due to the inefficient

and bureaucratic methods “of

Production and Qtstribution 。

The “state of the “econcmies

in “Eastern “Europe and “the

lack “of food tn the USSR ts

testimony to_this。

The reason the “Soviet

government has -attempted ,to

change “ovex “to a “market

system is not becatse

Gorbachev wanted “场 , Dut

simply because the “Present

system has gone as far aS 15

Possible “and is _now ˇno

able to compete with

Western eCoucmies。

Longer

However,the reality of this

changeover “has “Proved “too

much for the Soviet

authorities, “and _now “the

talk E of military

qictatorship“in_order to

Prevent the complete

distntegrzation of the Soviet

Union。 Thts would “almost

certainly “be controlled “by

hardline Leninists who woulGd

attempt ,to _reinforce “the

bankrupt Marxist-Leninist

system “developed “by the

Bolsheviks。 The Soviet

working “class _could ˇthen

only descend “into greater

Poverty than “now, as “the

system becomes more and more

ineffective。

Nestern “investment s the

only thing that can Save the

transition to a :market

econcmy, but the world~wide

recession,

war in

instability in the “Soviet

Unicn ˇhave made ˇNestern

capitalists ˇFeluctant to

invest ˇheavily “in the

country: The introduction of

a hardline Communist “regime

would “Kil1 off what “1ittle

interest there is now。 Such

& regime “would “just “take

things back to square “one

wtth “the authorities left

with “nowhere_te “go。 The

Soviet workerS would be left

with a “choice - “submit or

revolt。

the cost of the

the ˇGulf andl

food becomes harder to find,

the working class as a Whole

will become “increasingly

restless,now that they have

had a taste of change。Faced

with an unpopular “and

intransigent regime with “no

room for manceuyre。 it would

seem “that only “revolution

could satisfy the desires of

the “Soviet People. IE ts

Probably “for “this reason

that no troops were sent “to

fight “against “Iraq-《along

with “memories of the Mfqhan

war) 。 宏

The “Sovtet authorities Seem

is highly unlikely that ˇthe

Soviet working class will be

so ˇeasily “crushed ˇby

military might。

UPRISINGS

In 1917, the ˇRussian

Revolution into

Central and Eastern “Europe,

resulting in

Fevolutionaxy uprisings 。

Western governments_sent “in

troops “and “_artillery 。to

Cruah the but

had Lnited SuCCuHS

of “strikes at “home

becausse

troop

 

 

 

  

REVOLUTION

Rlready the ˇminers ˇare

fighting ˇ_back, “and ˇ“as

Poverty begins to bite -and

unable to “accept the

Political ˇchanges ˇthat

result from economicrchange。

This is “what “happened “in

China two Years ago -but i训

mutinies ˇand “_general “war

weariness。 ˇNo doubt they

will respond in the same way

aS in revolution

breaks out in Russia agqain。

 

numerOuS:

Should this situation

we Will ˇno 。Goubt be

bombarded wtth antt~

revolutionary Qisinformation

and told that it is simply a

nationalist/pro-capitaltst

movement。 “It is ˇunlikely

that the Soviet workers Wi11

be fcoled By a Political

Party again.。

ALthough nationalist

movements “are an impediment

to 、social “revolution, ˇthe

8trond UKratninn nattonnltst

Lhat Gxtsted t

1918 was swept aside by “the

anarchtst Makhnovist

amovement 。 This ,movement

1iberated 1arge areas_of _the

UKkraine _and set up

scoiet

it destroyed_by the

Bolshevtkss <

KRONSTADT

In “Rebruary 1921

is 巳

(February

critical “month dn

Russia _as “the “long cold

winters draw to a close),

the ˇworkers and satlors at

Kronstadt rose up in Support

of “strikes “in “Moscow _anQ

ILeningrzad “against the hatee

Bolshevik regime。 Kronstadt

was “regarded as “the “most

revolutionary“ctty in Russia

and Launched Ehe 192]

uprising “in order to create

a Society 0f free Soviets -

a society wtth “no _class

system “_or state and an end

to “private “ownershtp of

industry。 The -Bolsheyts

acted “typically, tsolating

the city and_massacring -the

revolutionaries,thus- endttng

any effecttve revolutionary

movement 。

The anarchist thinkery Peter

Kropotktn, stated after hts

experience of

the “last century “that in

any “country, a revolution

starts off “where the last

one finished“。Looks like i

should be even more

interesting next time roundl

Duncan。 Norwich DRM
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